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THE CHOYCE 


LETTERS | 


MONS IEUR DE BALZ AC, 
WRITTEN 


To ſeverall Grand and Eminent 


Perſons i in France. 


Wheteunto are annexed the Familiar 


Letters of Monfiexr ds Raue to 


Friend 
1 4 


Never before in Evgliſh, 


LONDON, 


Printed for Thomas Dring at the _ 


in F ogy rect on hours. ie oy 
en p 


FC 


* 


; „ THE| h 
STATIONER 
ir 

READERS V>©3 


GENTLEMEN, 


Wa now fills your hands, is uncapable. 10 
fg recerve etther Supplement or Orna- 


be, tn theſe wild umes, there are {ew 


can le arcaſed of f. ach a degree of Conceitedueſſe, as 


to imagine that Balzac may le Complemented. Let 
this letter then be reckoned as aT ax payd to C uſtome: 
being ſaaly ſenſible that the labours of grea eſt merit 
are like to ſuffer as abrupt, & rude, except 12 
be courted and invited in the Dedication : There 
15 one grievance more, which [earneſtly deprecates 
Tou commonly date the worth of the loc, from il e 
Abilities you taſte in the Epiſtle i and if this Humor 
8 bere, I am il adonc. B. ſides, you deſtroy my 

armleſs def gne, which was to try nbetber the Volle 


42 . con- 


un wot i grant that the Book whech ; 


ment from 47 Preface. Andy may 


'E; * 
* 
bY © 


. find Apparrell for bis thoughts in Plautus bis ward. 


"I -— 77 
5 e 0 
EE 


' To the Reader. | f 
us of the «Monſieur , would itt 28 


1 orient, as * 


. 8 batt ke the 2 of the 24 
aſte, How theſe tters chime Fd choiſe, 
ren b ell from the ſame — pen, whit 4 | 
allenge the ſame Deromi nation 37 'ſbal l eafily 
odds : but ma crave leave to affirme 5 that by per- 
ſons of hi gh diſcernment, theſe bave bin pri 4 
prime Stars from the other Sporades, and are here 
preeſenied in one entire Conſtellation : There was 
nothing but Gold in the Aline ; but bere you 
2s 0 md ſuch as bas bin trie Vaud ſtamp and pd 4 A 
IB places, nat only Currant, but eAamir'd. . 
_ Ip 505 much a ſtranger io the world, that does n 
| | know that the ſtyle of Monſieur Balzac was conf. | 
| der din France, as theTreoſure and Teſt of Elegance: | 
1 ere be was efleem 'd the beſt proficient in that which 
© * — flos 1 x,theDelicacy ren Idiom | 
uage, who bad att ayn' 2 2. 
7 this eee the Urgour and flame of his 


te ſr leanneſſe and Rounaneſſe of bis ex preſſ on, 
1 


t and briskneſſe of his Notions, the prudence) 
- nuation of all bis Adareſſes, Sed: ou will: 
judge him a fit Parallel for any of his Predeceſſons) 
that Rome oy Athens bas moſt celebrated. 
The Comedian was handſomely careſſ*d Ly bin 
that ſaid, If Juiter would ſpeale Latine, He might 


wr; "ri ibly, if the ous Jove had occaſion 1 
: , rs 


ds ad. 


ON 


To the Readers * 
way mit his pleaſure ( thoſe Gods wanting the myſ- 
ticall wase ö 


ſcribe to ſpirits )be had choſen wo other Mercury, 
but this Frenchman : | 


Jam unwilling to be guliy of ſo much folly, as.to 


a 
er 


define or diſtin guiſp Letters, n liſt them und, 
their ſeverall Colours, deſc | upon thoſe per- 


| feflions , which render them peculiarly gratefull to 


knowing men: left any ſhould ſuſpeft that this one 
Letter was not written by myſelfe. Gentlemen, I ſbatl 
not bluſh to acknowledge, that tis much my Intereſt 
this volume ſhould be generally cad: For I believe 


wates of Communication which we now 4. 


* 


there is Charme enough in it todiſſol1e the moſt ca= 


vetous Reſolutions : And that ſuch reuchues of plea- 
ſure and improvement will ariſe from the peruſall 
of this book , as may prevailingiy tempt the greateſs 


! husbands to buy more. 


Your humble ſervant 


TrHomas Daring. 
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Books Printed for Thomas Driag, and 


are to be ſold at the George in Fleet- ſtreet, 
ncar S:. Duuſt ant Church. 


we 


Law-Books.. 25 
He Plealer, containing perfe& Precedents and Forms 
of Declararions, Plcadings, Iſſues,Judge Pra- , 


cecdings, in all kinds of ations, both reall 2 by 
Mr. Brownlow, Mr. Mole, Mr. Gul ſlon, and Mr. ce: publi- 
fhed by J. Hera Gent. in Folio. - 
The Lay of Conveyanccs of all manner of aflurances, with 
dire ions to ſuc out and proſecute all manner of Wrizs 3 by 
Fobn Hern Gent. in Octavo. 
The Reports of that reycrend and learned Judge, Sir Rj- 
chard Hutten, in Folio. 
* twe lfth Part of the Reports of Sic Edwerd Cook, in 


The Reports of that Learned Judge, Owen, in Folio. 
The Reading upon the Statute touching Bankrupts,by v 
Stone, in Octavo. 
An abridge ment of the Common La, wich the Caſes there 
of, drawn out of the old and new Books of Law, for the bene- 
fic of all Practiſers and Students; by . H. of Graie: - u, 
Eſq; in Quarto. 
n abridgement of the Acts and Ordi of Parliamem, 
from 1640. re the year 1656, by W. A. in Quarts. 
The Reports Serjeant Bridgman, in Fol. 
The grounds of the Lawcs of Eagiand, entradted our ef the 


« fountains of all Leaming , and fired for all Students and 


Practit ioners, in la 


ave.” 


rge ; 
A profitable Book of Mr. Perkjns, treating of the 
1 1155 in Octavo. ”_ ” 
— of chat excellent Bock, called, Dole 
avo. 5 


> The 


An ena 
an g in O 


bl 


1 Prined for Than:  Dring. 


* or the Grand Cyrus a Romance Compleat in five | 
volumnes in 2 by Aonßem de Scudery. 


Clelis an excellent Remance in three volumes in Folio, by 


1 l ComplearR Folio, by Mon 
"200 z at Romance in 10, ay 
Study. 


de 

Ares, a new excellent and complext Romance in three vo- 
lumes in Folio, Tranſlateg by a perſon of honour. 

The of Polinder and Fl ella, a Romancein verſcy by 


* 3 ſq. * 


Hiſtories. 

He Hiſtory and lives of the 1 with their fi- 
gures in two volumes, in Folio, by Thema Stanly, Fiq. 
7 The Hiſtory of the warrs berwixt Swedelend and Poland with 
4 my mans in Folio, by Jobs Fowler. 

f iſtoricall diſcourſe of che City of London with the 
2 Hier ofWeffminfler with the Courts of por ARON 
F _ buildings chereunto belonging, by James Hewell Eſq; in 


The oy bo of the Geths,Sweder, and Aal, by the 1 


„ 

Ll ideea of el, the ſecond parts with 2 Continus- | 
5 N AE and che end ef it, by F, H. Eſq. | 
The narurall and experimentall Hi 2 OS written 
by che Lord Bama, e 2h. 

5 ö q. by K. e : 


Divini 5). 


4 5 


| BookiPrime for Thomas Dring. , : 


* newly —.— Toy: = og 
ached ar the aflizes ar 9 nnd, 
ſoy — upon the Pſe 
every day in the 2 e . 
God's beaſe, * the . and uſe — 25 * he to be 
by underſtodd and reſpeRed by Chriſtians under the Go rell by 
_ Guaten, M. A. 
ſermons of Mr. Cragge, wich a edel of the Lawfull- 
— of tiches, and the lawfullneſs of Marriage by the * 
An exhortation for deſperate ſinners; written 2 Ri 8 
k- Honourable the Lord Grandiſon, priſoner in the iſe of 
þ Scientia juftificate,or an anſwer to D. Taylor's, Deus jadlike 
ith tus; dy J. Gade. | 
The Soloquies of St. Boneventure; Containing his fgur men- 
he tall exerc ĩſes, and alſo his treatiſe called the Bundle of Myrrh, 
nd concerning the paſſion of qur Saviour, with 13 ſpirituall exer- 
in ciſes of the ſaid Bonaventure. | 


Bookg of the Faires of State, of Cheiſe Letters, 
= and of Poetry. 
a- A Catalogue of the Lord Knights and Gentlemen that have 
a compounded for their eſtates, with the ſummes that paid their 
en _ firions ; in @&aavo. 
9 anegyrick of the Queen of Swedeland in Octavo. 
in 3 * Affaires, Love, and Coyrrſhip, written to ſeyera!l 
r and quality, by the exquiſite pen of eur 
1 de Voiture a member of the famous French Academy, citabliſk- « 
ed at Paris by Cardinal! Richlieu. 
Jo A Trance, or Mercuri Acberonticus; by 7. Howell 9 


2 5 * 1 D; > 17. : | TR 5 

Kings or a Score-hoaſe of abdre — [ 

| * and .morall, Politicall and : 

cir proper a On ; A Loa chr will fur the Yes ; 

Rarities fylt ornment of his diſcourſe 2 
penn "EI 4 

r aConfuration of Soc inian hereſy; wich the ; 

| lives and deaths of the chiefe Aurhots of ©. 
fre apr when. ir was brought into England: by X, Cheway 
_ A. 4 

, by Mr. Crd} againſt with a conviction of che Angbep- q 


* 


50 


ir , Wk. of Juno and givin 


rot Caffalien Cog 5 0 Gave | 43 
| r , &c. 5. | 
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* 
— ; of ran; with his Fawiliar Letter: v 
Wit Reder d; being ſelec Poems never before printed. © 
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| CHOISE : LETTERS: 


Te Si. Chartres, Counſaller to the 6 _ 


— — r Rebert dn, Abbot of c haftillen. 
ki Kage. 4 Lui, Counſelloar and Libcary-Keeper * | 


To of Argenſos , Controller of the Reveuuc in 74. 
3 
To Monficur the Abbor de Talen. 6 


To Monſicur de ls Marve,Enfgne to the Queens Guard. 7 
To Monficur de Gembervile. B 
To Monficur de Belleyy. 9 
To Monſicur de Clairville 10 


Bourder. 
To Monfi eur de Preigac,of the Kings Privy Council - 
CE? To my Lord Biſhop of Ane, Almoner tothe Quern of 


„„ A 


5 , "the Kings Councell, te. 1 F 
Jer.” 7 
To Monkicir de — of che Kings Councell, * 
ler of the Revenue in Poiſon, r &c. 6 
1 ee ga #, Captain in the Regimes 


gere che Kings Privy Counctli, 


elles. 

To Monſieur 4 — of the Kings Councell, Ke. 

To Madam des Lrges. 40 

To Monficur de BerSe!. | 

Io Monficur Meng. 

To Monfieur Fermia, Counſellor to the K ing, 8 
the Kings Revennc in the Generaliry ——_— re. 

To Monßeur the Marqueſs of Mont 
here Generall for the King in Abi, Kc. 

my Lord the Arch- Biſhop of Corineh, Co- d jutour of th 
e ick of Paris. 
— the e ro ad, Coun'cllor co ht ; 


Ki 
os Monſieur Menage. 
To my Lord, the Biihop of IL 


ißerx. 
To the Earl of ls Mone Fenclon. 
To Monſicur de Plaſſec Maire. 


To Monſieur Cenrert, Counſclior and Secretary to the Kin 


To che reverend Father Hercules, Provincial of the F 
of the Chriſt ian Doctrine. 


To Monficur the Chevalier de Mere. 
To Monficur de Si. Chertres, of the Kings high car“ 
To the reverend Father de Marin, a Divine of che 


4 Father d Effrader, a Divine ef he's 


0 c anc , * _ 0 
22 e SY: p 1 
5 . 7 F 5 


The Table. 


"of 6 of Tok , Superiour of the Cloiſter in Bowr deaur. « $8 
5 Madam, the Marchionefic of Nie. th. 
3 | 5 


of Jeſus, KRhetorick- for. 
Wee 3 the re verend Father, Stephen 125 . 8 Preaching Ce: 
puchin. 
To Mon eur de Mert, Knight, | 25 
To Monſicur Colardeas, the Kings Atturney in 8 ag | 
To the reverend Father Tegeron , An of Jeſus 
prof<iſor of Rhetorick. | 55 
* To Monſicur Perrot, of Ablencourt. 71 
40 , the teverend Father , Adam, a Preacher of the Society 
a us, | | 9% 
Lord, the Biſhop of Gy | 73 
r \ tp nt Se reef ode 24 
5 To Manſieur the Ahbot Bencherd. Ih, 
r To the reverend Father, Jeſſet, a Divine of the Society of 
$ Jeſus, prof<tlor of Rherorick. 75 
i To Manſieur de marca, Counfelleur to the K ing. 76 
= To Monſicur de Rampelle, "8 
> ef To Monbcur de la Cambre , Counſcllor and Phyſician to the 
1 * and in ordinary to my Lord Chance llot &c. 15. 
: Monſieur Salm 5 us. 81 
To Monheur de 5 ery. th. 
To Monſieur Perrot, of Ablencourt. 85 
To thereverend Father, d Efirader, a Divine of the fect 
kin of Jeſus, Superiout of the Confeflors Cloiſter in — 
| o Manſieur de Zern el. 
p< Superiour ef the Vrſulines oor 
Lo my Lord, the Biſhop of Grefſe, | 85 1 
. W To —— Dr. in Divinity. 90 
ices To Menſicur I AHuillier, Counſellor the Klog, &c. BY 
To Monſficur de Bellejoy 93 
To Moglcur ect. Kidgs lere in Pn. 94 
„ 0 


eder Favereen,Counſellor to the W 
425 
To Menkcur de 281 Janes, — 
ty of Prem.. 
Toke reverent Farher Andrew , a Preacher of the Or — | 


of Sr. Dominick, 

To the reverend Father Hercules, Provinciall of the Far 

of che Chriſtian Doctrin- 

L To my LN, Ot re —_— | 
hag Genera in Seirtonge, Anta. 
To Monficur dr Burg. an —.— in the Parliament. 110 

Fd nana Cemrart, Counſellor, and Secretary to the 

ns: 
JC Monbeur med Councelfor ro the King, &c. 2 
* 8 the Count of Jon, the Kings Wr 

s | 
To — 8 17 
To che re verend Father Here, Provincial! to the Fs. 

thers of the Chriſtian Doctrinę. 110 
* „Mon fi eur de Menege. | f 1 

o Monſicur the Abbor Talon. 
eee e in the Regiment « „ 


K on To wy Lewd, th che e in 
1 


quis & 98 
8 Monſicur & ee to the King, Comptii 
1 


n. 


by 
Lordithe is olitemafier,Governour and Li 
. 22 127 ing in Saiatrrge, au, Er. ny 


2 


82 
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4 
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3 2 


ef Requeſts in Ordinary of 


2 Ps 


Brihop of Graſſe. 12 
4 Boir-Robert Art, Abbot of W 


Moa ſi eur de S. 
Te IMaßeur de Lorme, Counſe llor and Phyſician in online 
cy to his Majeſty. 
To Mankieur Give, ONT Om 4 
* 
— Lo Lerd the of For MenGear che. Colo: 


Lord, che Arch-Bitvop 
akeur le Craſe, e to 


Lig 


King, nnd Mader | 
145 

Ry 2 and Poet . 

131 

, Monficur Deife. 143 


To my Lord the Count dq Avars, Sur intendaat of the Kings 


Revenue. ' "149 
To Madam the Durcheſſe of 146 
Tothe reverend Father, Un Theron , 2 Divine of che — 

* ſas. 

4 _ reverend Facher, de Morin, 2 Divine of the —7 


o the reyerend Father, Vive! Theron, a Divine of the Soc 


ery of Ih. 
To Monſi eur de Souchotte. 152 
To Mmalicur Perrot f Ablencewrt. Ih. 
To Monficur de Bourdigel Candi, 135 
To Monſieur — de ts V 156 


To the reverend Father, Stephen ce Brurges, © Capuckin 


To my Lord, the Dube of 
Rio RB es 
To my Lord, the Duke 


ls Rechefoncaut, Peer of France, 1 15 


+ To Monkficur Ferret, Seerexary tothe l Dube of 


bY 
2 


|. ToMenficur de me Mere. 170 374 
77 wy Lord, hl of Mymanſer, 2 Wy 
o nouf 1 
1 — Cenerali in — — ( 
f "To Monbeur & Pup, Connleiler to the ot 
: To Monſieur the wraecks King, 199/306 108 
| To Monkeur ds le Menve , a Member of Pacliament in 
89 Ceurrot ' 18 
E © +0 de Morin , Counlelior to the King, 2 
cena dh Edd of Gaienne, | 
E-+| > To Menficur de Moareve , firſt Preſident of the F . 
of Thebouſe, 1534 
To Menficur iter, Counſel lor to the King, &c, 166 
To Monficur de Gomberville. 18x 
Toe Monficur Amid, Abbat of St. Nebel. 189 1k, 
To Monfieur Serren, Counſellor to the King in his cu 


Parliament. 
To Menficur the Preſident nad, Counccllor to x 


. OEIIO AY Manard. 
Cefar. 


5 ds Vileſavi | 1. 
Io che reverend P Fited, Provinciall of the 1 in 


Gujenne. 1939 
50 43 panda —— ' 200} 
To che reverend Father, & Effrades, a Divine of the Society 
of Jeſus, and Superior of he ConfeſrsCloitr in e, | 


To 4 
2 


FF of the Edit of Guienne. 


71. Table. 
4 Meir & Fees; Confutter e the King, re!” 202 
| Codiinbear 


4 £ Counſellor ro the and Secre- 
. 1. as 
— Colflerer. * 


To Menbeur de Bols-Robere; Abbor -f — 207 0 
To Maaßen the Abbot of l fd 1 

To Madam de la Cheterdve. 
To Monkeur n, Divine of the Church of Saia. 211 
To MonGeur ds Merin, Counkeor tothe King in the Cn 


To Manficur Sama. 

To Monheur Frederick, Greaovins.”- | 

To Monlicur Nigel, Counſellor, and Maſter of th FLA 
to his Majeſty, „ 

To Monſieur the Abbet of Smet. * ; 

To M-mſicur Ain, the fon {the Senice Reins. 


— 


To Madam the Cunte ſſe of Brienne. 
Moaficur Cearert , Councellour and Secrrary rhe King, 
To Monficur Corneille. 7 
- To Monſieur Ceſar, 123 3 


To Monſieur Grandilland, Preſident in che ang 
of Aatealeſine. N 
To Monſicur d! Argenſon , Counſellour te the King — 


Intendant of Juſtice in Saistonge. Ih. 
To Monficur Clever. 230 231 
To Monfieur le Priger Pecquet. 23 

To my Lord Seguicy, Chancellour of France ” 
To Monſieur Menege. "mn 
To Moalicur de Bexar, from his father. 23 
Te Monſieur Marry, De or of Divinity, — 


To Monficur de hiotic. 
To Menlicur de Silos Secretary ro my Lord the Cardinal 


240 _ 
To Monlicur b Frederic Gronovins. 
To Monſicur de Bellevene Villecreis Counſe llour to the King, 


w_ 
To Monſieur Menage. 
— — Church of Beaxcerie, 112 
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LETTER 1. 
Te Menfeur Wnfexr de St. Charetes, Counſelle19 the King inthe pn 


% 


what laden 


upon 
Suni to love me. My un- 
have extinguiſh; 


and 1 know not 
you to court 
—— 


= F 
1 . 


* 


generous i 
ja is brings Ca dr 
this Dehn, —— 


they 
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PLS” Ota F | 
a Sa col 7 * 2 By | 


or paint of = 
. | my ie votion to the x 
2 * | 
I. See . Wi ; and e 
WR or occalion. Since my £ 
ded by you, lag dexterity ro! — 
| ad that 1 2 46 | 


Tar finte 1 was ia 
rd the Treaſurer : and i in that ſpace, 1 bt 


upon rerurnes from the Exchequer, you way by 


cd only N 
fare have been exzreamly flender and Phi 

h Frye gertand bull de the Creatares, t 
| | Patriarch Joſepb inter pre ted. Thai 

Martialls, we have ſometime read roger 
which tare afforded mc Kaas ogy ro bo, dry 7 WW. 
w ice, G 
| * was t _ by .* 


ve a w [Tod hc | coo le the 22 


s cot tion Nane 
fp, Sir, thac —— 


AY Book 1. Choſe Letters, 3 
1} and 1befeech you to believe that 1 an and hall ever be m 


SIR, OOTY 
January. 18. 1639+ Tour, Ge. 


T 
* LETTER u. 
f 
I 


| - : 2 . 'ver ; | : 
— be Hill — the rd 


Let an leave them all to 8 


you! r | of che ſame.chin 


| hac are de · 
ar haverd deal with 
* Tom's 


6 2 2 


LETTER m. 


eng 


Ty » 0 CE ese 


7 ſuffices me that your g 


Book I. cheiſe Letters. 5 


warre 
— 


my repoſe, leſt it turne into a Lethargy : it 
codnefic difpences with my Papers as a 
ww by my Phyſitian and that you do me the fa- 
t is not neceſlary to be y elaquent to be 


ky” 

Te | R 

pa: Q3ob, 2a. 1644. 1 Jaw, Gr. 
. LETTER W 


— 


the from the hand of one of his Ma 
| that you bave | r ws 
caſt i the T 
— ET a un 


SEL oe: 
* Bi nce iv my folizude leſſe obſcure fince I received 


_ 
Tc 


it 


z neither would the Relation 
underſtands the affaires of all 


17 
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Choſe Letters. Book |: 
a , the divertiſement of our Monfieur d 4 
Our woods do not afford me a N to entertaine the t 
oufnefle of rhe time with, a5 the man Nume had, and out} 

f:iend Des Tua. | am no gameſter ar ee, Prime: 
or Tick teck. So that I am foren te bulic my ſelie ſomerins ! 

upon my books to diſcuſſe the corpor and languiſhing of n. 

dome brought to a irth; I implcy paper and a 'F 

and am contivally ſending lomewhat r 

friends, here with either e gore my lůzine ſle, or — — . 
don for it. Since you intend to be at Pei hier the Fi the. 
this month, I have defign's a preſent of this nature to meet you + 
there. And were not my Coach crippled by the lolle of two d 
n Ife be the bearer of my offering, ad 
atiure you in perſon, « 1% % pa: 

SIR, 
Aug. 1. 16435. ; JT our, Ct. 


LETTER V. 
To Menfienr the Abbot de Talan. 


56 


7 £44, 


SIR, 
H not Monſieur de —— given me aſlurance of your fy: 


. 


| 
f 
cility w pardon , I ſhould not have um'd to appem* 
© + before you after a negligence of fo — — You may plea 
to judge the proportion of my remor 3 deriaß 
wherewith | compute che duration of my fault. I ſhould b 
finn'd above forgivenefic,eccording to the punct all iegulam 
pf Complement on the other fide the Mountains , andth* 
Ceurtihip of lisy, Bur 1 perſwade my ſelſe you will alle; 
to the French liberty. You have heard, there W 
once in an bone ſt man that made a Hymne to the Þ 
| 


reaſons; 
| but night and . a 
I am much afletcd with Recetic of mine, as prot: 
won do all Letters and Newes, yet I cum, 
it is deſiructive to all civill fociery and al; 
: nere reſemblance to that wild condition 
| union into Government. I ackr E 
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* 
n my ducy, alcbough I wholly falle in the of it, Is 
7 — — brood for whole yearex together, 
id our} and do ao awe cor: with my deareſt friends, and nent 
via neighbours , then wth our Enemics of Spine, or che Pe 
crimes} tha are ſeparaced from us by rhe maine Ocean. Bot it iz allo a 
f idle. ttuth, that in my pt drowſfinefle | delight to be a 
ot i k:ned wich the remembrance of ſuch, perſons as J infinitely 
* henou: and cſtecm, in which number lam d to recken 
—_ vou. 148 yet a greater truth, Sir, that | hal ever moſt con- 
a. danch obſerve the ellentiall part of friendikip, and remaine 
nthe wh mack fer vency, WN lirtle blaze and ſhew, 


97 july. 14th. 1 60. ; Tour, c. 


LETTER Vl. | 
T> Menficur de la Nauve, Enfogne to the Queenes Guard, 


zun been ſcorched with the Sun of Rome; and that, you are but 


come from that country, me-thipks you t not to hade a 
# their ſtyle of = you art r an ancient Gaule, 
dla Theſe carefles which would oblige another man, are in a mag» 
ad th} der in wo me; and you wrong my aſlect ion in imagini 
ic to in need of your ſine language to feed and maintaine 
3 K's heat. I can profelle of my ſelte, without vanity; that Lam 
nn boneſt and good man;and on the other fide withour flatrery, 
declare you for a perſon exceeding generous. And theſe — 
3: undiſpucable certainties, how can you 2 e hend any ha 


cl our friendſhip by ous ſi lence > does it one hy upon a 
28888 of 
ings n 


co dozen lines every wonch 7 or is it built upon 
Pager, that is , upon ane of the {lighteſt and 


of ocher, may el 
Shape. he happy . 
will indevour to infuſe ſame of his Maniacs ined 


his trearment of Muſcadine gr rapes , and rhe fare of th 
— W Virgil in lieu * 4 
Ande, heſyes, comennere ope 


complements. 


Is Seqeember, Lexpe th perfurmance of your word 3 


am ever SN 


SI R, My deare Conſen. 
4 June 1641. | Tas, des, | 


LETTER VII. 
To Moa eur de Gombervile. 


. | 
Had not a lefle firme per ſwaſion of the immutableneſſe 
ng, $ooagproveayn „chen I have now upon the receic 

Letter. Men knew how to love and to te Malt wy] 
re the art of writing was diſcover'd : And fince that is? 
they _ 8 deceived, and berrayed one _ 
gh pre li - Nay, the crafty 3 

22 — Letters; and re 

. jous to 1 ek marks of frienditip into inſtn- | 
destruction. Yer I do not inferce from hence, that; 

— we foal therefore never truſt to a way of 1 
which may in Fes yo” 2] Io fo dangerous I onely lay , 1 
r evidences of that dubiouſneſſe, 

iſe and corrupt — 

t we receive ſincen 

and affurances of our muruall paſſion, though om 

— rr ndes gd with che irre and beat 4 


it co 
— owes make fab ar all derra from the 


purity of fideliry : Bur which s ſome thing more, 4 
n locking and keeping ir op in — 
ſtrainr. There is a certaine Author , either ancient or 6. 
derne, that in favour of his happy filence pr onounces it, thr 


avuriſbmens of the ſoul ani itt conceptions, | preſume * 


* 


ä * 
: b Y 
: 
Book 1. 
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paſt , you have had my company with 
you in tion. My pourtrait, (but far beitet drawn 
and by » mare maſterly hand, then that which yau have of 
Ferien doing) ha's never been ot of your fight ; and un- 
doubredly you have medirated of me during all this long intet- 
miſſion of our converſe. You ſee what jufticeldo your friendſhip; 
and will not y ou judge as candidly of mine? And unlelle l 


in contemp 


1 ſhould now 3 ure you tkat [ relound vour name over all this 


Province 3 that 1 fill this part ofthe world with rel-tions of 
the wonders of your generoſity , and of the greatneſſe of your 

accompliſhments , and that when | wou'd fcaſt my fancy and 
encertaine it magnificeat!; , I berake my ſelſe to the Court of 
King Pelexender , could you poſlibly do bt of the cerrainty of 


| ſuch manifeſt and hiſtoricall truths > Since you know me ſo per- 


feftly as you do, I conceive there is no neceſlity of wnri 
my w you every day: and being alſo fully perſwaded of 


| the aße don l have for you , you cannut inreafon doubt, that 


: | am lu all ſincerity, or © ſpeak in the ſtyle r thoſe that come 
* from Paris, that i am effectively. 


nn gilded Palaces, 


SIR, 


13. Feb, 1646, Your, c. 


LETTER VIM. 
To Monſieur de Belle joy. 


SIR. 


: 8 you 2r. of a contrary opinion, your friend ha's rea- 


L fon tocurſe his profeſſion, The ſtipend of a Partiſan is 
terable to the reputation of a Poet, and tis better to lodge 
l to chante of the Golden age and lye 
in an Hoſpitall. The tamed Torquato Taſſo wore tatter'd breeches, 
and ſtood in need of charity. There is a Letter of his abroad 
in the world, wherein he implores the largeſſe of a crowne. 
And yet there is a certaine Ignorant that | could name, who 
counts his wealth by Millions , and pities the indigence of a ſe 
natour of Venice. He dreames of purchafing Principalities and 
Kingdomes , if there were any to be fold ; and his high rap- 
tures have ſcarce left him humility enough to judge himſelſe de- 
ſerving of leſſe then Crownes and Scepters, Bur, i beſeech ycr, 
what meanes Monſicur the Kings /.dvocate to engage himſclfc 
into the trouble of wricing books : This is ſuch an un ſeaſonable 


ablurdiry as admirs of no excuſe. Sure ly tis too much Vacation 


with 


e 
3 
* 
by 
I 
Book * 


N 7 
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and his la, 
ſend me the 


t every thi 1 
4 0 wy 


este, upon ; 
BH f 


19, March, 1640. Ne, Gr, | 

LETTER IX. | 
To Afafeexs de Clairville. | 7 
ict appre hen ſions of the Cararrhe of Monſiew ? 
your Letrer ha's not deliver'd me from them, | 
ian d ſoever he res to your eye, I ever © 
le of that ſcar tin his checks foam, d 
There are deceitful] ſhews of a firme can: 


Had very 
How well ca 
che 
day Law him. 


» and. roſes of an ill 'Tis not Art alone that © 


* 


B 


5 


2 
** 


* 
bs, 


= 


Book . 


L nor alwayes my } 
E 2 good [1 ang 
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ſemble, and flarrer us with a falſe Glofſe. And hence it is, that l 


11 


nt in favour of flor id faces and 
not have you adde deſpaire to a 


man who ba's alteady received rhe allarme. One ly adviſe him 


x3 chus from me, that he take care to ſerrle his mind in peace, 
Eq; and ther | forbid him ſtudying wich as much cavtion as rior. 
"was Since you affure me he ha's a great beliefe in my counſellæ, 1 
u en joyme him to make no more Prefaces or Paraphraſes; indeed, 


SET 


n ” 1 dots os { 
288 eee EI} 


* 


1 


715 


e eee eee 


n 
2 


$41, a" 
9 


not to do any thing at all either in Proſe or Verſe, as an Au- 
| 8 


. And this upon paine ot incurring the dif- 


1 [ 3 of the dumbe Muſe I lately ſhe v d him, which is ad- 


by a certaine Greek to the other Nine. She was well ſa- 
tuß d, as the affirm'd, with the ſecrecy of his thoughts , and a 
quiet poſſeſſion of his Soul. O prudent Muſe ! tranſcendent iy 
more diſcreet then all her ſiſters. Of what inc able ex- 
cellcacy is filence, and how great the vanity of words and cere- 
! We commit fins enough beſide this, and rhege is nothing 
admits of a more eaſie refo:mation. But we had rather 


* rheumes and catarrhes, diſtill our brains by drops, and be- 
come heQicall and conſumprive over our papers, then for- 


| | beare to make Prefaces and Paraphrales. In expeance of 
better newes of the health ot Mon ſieur de ——, | reſt, 
$413 | 
Jan, 10. 1638, Tour, Cc. 
GEFFER!MS. 


To Monſieur de Bois Robert Mete ll, Abbot of Chaſtillon, 


SIR, 


VV your permiſſion 1 will begin my Letter as you end 
all yours, and tell yon that i am overpreffd as well as 
you, although ir be not with fo faire a burden, | profeſle my 
le lie a fugitive from the world and a deſertour of civill ſociety. 
1 proclaime this as much as poſlibly I can. And yet this werld 
and this ſociery make ſemblance not to underſtand me, They 
take no notice of a vow, which I cauſed to be publiſh'd in print, 
Pa as hae might know it, My filencc is moleſied every 
Gay by other mens Eloquence, and in penance for my fins | ara 
forc'd to become the mark againſt which all the complements 
of France are levell'd. Is it fible for me to be qui of this 
trade of a Letter- maker, which drawes perſecution upon me 


from every ſide And is there no way to refigne it into the * 


* 
3.4 5 
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of large of our Brethren of the Academy, who N | 
che employment and new acquaintances bettet then 1 do? leh 
not extreamly ridiculous to have no buſineſſe, and yer to wr 
as much as a dozen Bankers; to be idle in perpetuall adi 
and notwithſtanding alwayes at leiſure, mx to have ſo ma 
ſpace time as to pics ſtrawes on Holy dayes : 1 would £ 

beep my felte for a few, and admit comerce only with ſomeh 
led s, But what reaſon is there to expe a pun 
anſwer from me to ſtions that come from Keiergne 
— Bay that 1 make an Elogium upon a 
m Cafteinan & Arr), and give my approdation 
K Barbary-Latine, or low Brittany French ? In which] 
muſt delude ſome with flattery, and incurre the diſpleaſure 
| by my free dome Pardon me, l beſcech you, the unte 
N where in I am: I did not think it would have t 
e 


great 


to com my braine, ard reduce the acr imony of my Rhe 
rick, 3 moſt paflionately, eng 


N | SIR, 
7. April. 1641. Teur, Cc. 
LETTER XI. | 
To the ſame. 


SIR 
1 Do but little trouble my ſclfe with the thought oſEloquenct, 
- and much leſle of Fortunc. lam fallen imo that etre 


of languiſhment, that I have ſcarce ſtrength enough 


tell you of my deplorable condition , or courage to de ſire the 
health I want. You have done me ſingular favours, but l am 
_ 28 _ 9 the beſt things. I am at -_ _ 
pale th that man of the Country of Epigrams , who deſired: 
thirſt cf him that offer'd him wine. 12 5 Sir, chat | an has 


come ſo pceciſely devored to ſobriety , but becauſe | have lot 
"my appcrite, ne which is able to fl che wideſt dee 


ambition is rat able to content the moroſity of Melancholly..: 


Evren dy her ſelſfe would be hardly pur to it, to cheete my de- 


» 


;<Red ſpirit 8 that Hely- Foy that reſides in he 


ven, and very rarely deſcends to earth; where it yes hid in the” 
breafty / 
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# breaſts of the reverend Fathers, and glimmers upon the coun- 


lui cenances of young novices. 


done me, although cnough to 
chem with pleaſure ; and in the Lethargy of my other 


friend reaſon a&s ſtrongly enough to keep me from * 
mot it — 2 — have ts * » me 
ks time} the honour.to believe , and never of my conſtunt ſule 


ie} liey. 1 will dye, as I have liv'd, 
7 8 I R, . 
7 10, Aug. 1645. Tour, Gr 
A 7 | | 
þ | LETT &. 0; XII. 
| To Monfiexr de Bonair. 


81. | | 
* cannot conceive how much 1 am diſpleaPd with the 
ation of Monſieur de This was not to foli- 
tres ce for his friends Penſion, but to make a purte and defire tha- 
he rity for a lazar. When | imagine rhe pathericall ings 
re tit to which he was neceflitated to deſcend tor the — — | 
lam} ordinary anſwer , 1 bluſh for ſhame at tenne leagues di , 
ſame; anda month after the thing done. Pardon my weakenefle ; 1 
elireds am the worſt r in France, I cannot crave importunately, 
n be- of be glad ofa favonr that is gotten ſo. Menfieur df : 
— was too obliging to debale himiclte ſo much in my _ and 
eiten to eſteem nothing unworthy of his quality, whereb i 
olly. — I hall defire ory from Ken "_— 
1% rime, I had rather have only his wiſhes naked end pure; 
ben: then his good turnes that come with ſo much violence, and are 
ache} taother extorted then granted, And the cal. would be oval 
c 
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— — bread at my head, nad & 
bread were rather made Cage then fame, 1 am, | 
Feb. 14. 1639. . n Tur, Ge 4 | 


LETTER XIII. 
To the ſame. 


SIR, 
I is not for want of any kind endearourson your part th 

I am net in a ſtare of congra 
tortune. — 72 pe poll reconcl 
you. ſhould be the mediarour to accommode our fewd. | 
DZU— — + erage to you: al 
on the fide I ſhould forward it ſo cold ly, that — 5 


difficu?r eo bei intentions to e 
— — 4— xm p RE deeply cngagt 
to you z and ſearch ao further into the cauſe for which you ;, 


pleal'd to lay anew favour upon me. Vet | will not owit 
render my civilities, to the perſon you know of, and to efil 
my acknowkdgments to him in the manner you injoyne | 
Bur a convenient time muſt be regarded ; and rhe comy 2 
ſhall nevertheleſſe be ſooner at Paris, then the money cant? 
brought to Angouleſme, In the meane time you may pleaſe 
ſhew her the Letter of the late Marſhall d Er, which the? 
ſo defirous to ſee, and you ſhall receive- with this Packer, Sl 
will there obſerve that in former times men could be pleats? 
and obliging in thoſe places where now they deride and 4 
ſtroy ; and that the raillery wherewith favours and courtefs 
were clothed in thoſe dayes, was more honeſt and b 
then this which outdravce modeſty and want. I am with a 


paſſion : 
F S 1 R, 92 
4. Jan. 1640. Tour, (oe. ©; 
To Menkeur Charlor, Farmer Generdll of the Taxes, n 


[ its thought i it would come to be neceſſary to recommend? 
the Muſes incereſt to you, who make profefiion of generobs 4 
Monkeur de Balrec whole merits have given him an univeriss: 


eſteeme, complaines that you retule him that content _ 
which: 


Wt * n * 
* n ER 4 ö BITES Ya 
ES S, 6 C8 > * r 4 
ICU 8 n 
"i . ; 
"4 © a 
* ; 8 
N 
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(boſe Leiten, * 


which d himlclfe from your favour Although his 
os qualities, befides che juſtnefie of his requeſt , may em w 


for him with a perſon fo noble and incelligent, 


5 mas willing to write thus much © you-, and abure 
112 he denyall you pave him 8s an injury dork 
me u chat on the contrary | ſhall allo be with him in 


, which your ſpeedy fariatation of his defites 


ha. | $ | 
ße Pura 14 March. 1629. ; rem moſh offe Fiamate ſervant. 


4 I fur. 


LETTER XII. 
To wy Lord Bouthulicr, Lord Treafarer, 


My Lord, 


4 Y think you have done me but one Favour, and I atrouhi 


| have received two, For in my Arithmetick tis a ſecohd 


Þ benefir,thar you did not expeR till I requeſted tor the firſt 3 am 
5 — 20m) have Siding is Not of touch: greater valve with 
me, then what your readineſſc to ant icipate my deſires ha's 
ſpar d me. A man that petitions with crembling , and falls 
dack upon the leaſſ refuſall; who ha's all the neceſfary quali- 
ties that goto the making up of an ill Courtier is very much 
* ublig'd to you for pardoning him ſo many feares and inquie- 
= tudes as he theuld hare undezgone in his addrefies to you; and 
tor that you have not had leſſe regard to his modeſty then his 


nen wants, Theic good neſſts are noc after the faſhion of our A 
mm; nor even of a better then ours. For Antiquity ha's com lad 


0 which I have not ancipeciall regard. I am not * 
| ih 


deore us of s certain art of Difficulty whichgreat 3 ice in 
the doing ot good offices to enhance their price. 

| have not onely Petitions and follicitations from their ſuppli- 

Ante, bur if they durſt, even be prophiated with Hymnes and 

+; Sacrikces. You ct, My Lord, by principles more humane, and 


ey would 


7 withall more noble. The obligation I have received comes 
mmecdiacely from your ſelfe , that 1 did not ſo much as con- 
ture my defires to it, but you were pleaſed to prevetit them. 
Whaz | conceive | am bound to aſſure you of, in te ſtmnony of 


{ My grazefull reſentments, is this, my Lord that | receive the 


ation with all irs circumſtances, and there is no part of it, 
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that in theſe dayes Philoſophers are bur little uſefull wi 
IKE z SG learne what reaſon perſons that are farre dis 
trom the verge of the Court, have to hape for any influeay 
from ir. I fee that ſatuuts are diſtributed with rugalit 
And the Aſtrologets have inform'd me of a merrall conſtelf 
tion in the Heavens, that hangs over the moſt deſerved * 
ons. Theſe con ſidetat ions made me reſolve to have not 
nor de ſire nothing: and | commended the good n gem 
of him that did at firſt retuſe me with ſcurvy Tickers. But, 
Lord, you have corrected the Malignity of the Aſpe&s , # 

1 the ſtarres, in my flavour. Leu Wl 
lii d che laſſuence of the ſi in my f Yeu u 
2 d, to exempt me, by the prudence of your Conduct, a 
ing invo!v'd in the calamities of the times, and partaking! 
the common loſſes. What thall I adde further > You ba 
either recover d one from death, or raiſcd that which way 
ready dead, For in effect, I began to reckon my annuall & 

Jowance in the number of things paſt, and to ſtyle it, My 
of happy memory. After my conkderation and aſtoniſt 
at e vc nementi, all that I can do is to proc lame the Mi 
cle, to bleſſe the hand that wr it, and to proteſt tou 
with the zralc and devotion of a ul ſenſchly oblig d, tht 
ercraally am, | 

; My Lord, 


May. 18. 1639. 


Tour, Oc. 


LETTER W. 
Te the ſame. 


Our favours are conveyed with ſo gracefull and obligh 

circumſtances, and your manner of giving is fo tran 
— In 
in it e es of the preſcne, I mig . 
vedly eſteemed of ſuch groſſe — + 88 not to {be able 
diſtinguiſh betwixt rarities, and ord inary oceurrents. I owe: 
new acknowle for a new favour z for which I that 
endeavour a retribution, if it were poſſible for my | pup ; 
be as ingenuous, as your goodneſs; and 1 had the gitt to en 
lich fine language, as you have the art of adding value # 
richnetle to gold. It is precious in its oe nature, butt 
ceivesa higher price, from the ſtamp of your civility and a 
ming to me from your own hands, I confeſſe I dilcern 1 


atrraQnt 


LK 


N 4 : nc ).g .- a 

2 . * . 
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LETTER XVI. 
To Melon dc Vilkſarin, 


2 where you are, yet there needs a whole twelve months 
Y begin tote « reqatl adbgad fray wveds, acer Lovaadring 
3 in wo be a of my , after a ndri 
+ away of whole Volumes ;'and that | am growne . —. 
dec only Eſtate I am t t to be rich in ; But Madam, this 
dbl eſtare being no more but the figure of n trom 
rana che mouth, and the iſſue of a ſurall emotion of the braine, I am 
ments aſhamed chat I am not able to pre ſent you with that which may 
properly de called Some ibi; and-is vexes me alwayes to em- 
. — — bo her you profitable, To what 
| par 


i 
ut &K 3 


Trad 1 1 Z B 1 


14S 
—— — . — 
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. n realizy , that confeſſes himſelſe ſo wichone peetecices of ſu- 
1 — r artibccs 20d 
| ants « | ro Gretie up an 2 ade. 
Laaber 
|| ſhould manage with ſo Ul! ſucceſſe. This woule be the way ty 
|| jncre ale my deb inde ing NIN ; an ter 
| 1 hed byes Feat bu "1 bo 1] find my icltc in the lace. 
|| place. ail a ex c2amrary courle , if yuu pleaſe 
A 8 to ou Once a yeare , onely to declare 10 you 
| [will never pretend to acquit imy ſelte from my engage- 
| ments but y remane, 


g 


Tu, &. 


LETTER. XVII. 
To the ſame. 
Madam, | 
A T Either wy ſelſe nor my affaires are worth — 
take you. When you have an opportunity to wb 
me, yon think nothing dcneath you : And you x apy 
moſt. woderacc perſon wn the we: d do herein comm:r | 
ances. You break the limns ct decorum, even you who lo 
gioufly obſerve them in all things clic. Who was ever w furs, 
a 1, when 1 under ſleod you had giver a viſite to Mas- 
r de — and that onely in favour of my watercſts? | cats 
| r + how tha perſon co ld :ccerve fuch 
en honour , wi deſcending hom his high tc mes, and 
ſeeking their pardon by giving me immediate latist act on. B 
there are 8 fut of fouls, holt hardneile is pto fe againli all 


wt aha © ae of Savages planted about Ye 
ris under tand 10 — 2 Ras 2 oneſt ncaher 
» Oracory , the Muſes or . Complements n kr os; 
ini upon t and they would reſiſt even the purer d 
Exorciſmes. I conclude nat from their harba viſiic lle ther you 
wantcd authority, bit I gather that vcrtue dos nm exercile 
her credit, loving in the Cavilited World. Von Cail do 5 Va 
dame, all that you p om ſe me, to get my buſ ne ſi e ſſected an- 
ther way, Your goodneiic 1 INgE um, ca and er full | 
lige me, but I have already tece iv ed ihe g st obligation: 
from you chat poſſibly I can For ic is ce taine giving tle mongy. 
would have been much leſle, then contivung of your patiend 
* 


141 


** 
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wo tay aaires, and receiving u denyall in my behalfe. I know 
2 * | in the like cate beter good 
or wherher 1 — 2 tarre in your ſervice, 
Oy 
+F » | #'- 


$ July. 2643. 5 Teur, Gr. 


LETTER XVII. 
To alan de Bourder. 


Li 


| inſpirc The 
eſlences of Roe have = mixture of —_ 


phiſticare, aad hurt more then delight. Theſe are all 
* ic kai . —. 5 the heart after 


— reviv'd the _ 
iece of Delicacy and Phyſick united. 
your there 1emaines no ſort ot hoveſt 


t. ee Amber, Takia, al Orange flowers be 


CT come neerer us by I know ant how many degrees, and 
had the fame power ac Caine, that he hath at Ami, yet he 
would ever ſtand in need of your arr. If you did not ſecond 
os gels not * rhoſe rich and precious vavoury, whoſe 

ana diſpoſure is yours alone, into their juſt and re- 

quiſte temper. But do not think, Madam „that | commend 
you for a vulgar A:tift, and that thereupon I have a de ne to 
reduce your meries to your fingers ends. 1 kn w your value n 
bigh, and it is certain your Province is owner of an ornament in 
d » you, 
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you , thardeſcrves dh Envy of the Court t which ſhall 
cher time be diſculfd more largely and with Ged. You d 
give me leave to tell you in the meane time, that it is no | 
r his productions u 
their end, to underſtand the Art of ns 
| duild priſons tor the moſt ſubele and thin ſpirits that inhabi 
the aire. You conkne them after ſuch a manner, and your 
firuQure is ſo admirable, that they ſtill ſtreame forth, and nov 
withſtanding remaine till lockt up in their fountaine, This 
_ gum 7 nay 7 Pony —— e totall 
and fr lefle barr'd up, xm i 
— od — — received the - tidings of 
flight, and your civility. Becauſe my good kinſwoman_ 
cured x for. me, ſhe thinks ſhe hath received it as well as I, 
deſires to te iliſe the n Be pleas'd not 
di ſtance, and 


te chat ſhe comes in to my hat 
ſelſe with the concluſion of my complement. Ire bar. 
rr and ber all 


the part of returning thanks, to aſſure you in a fingle expreſſion 
that | am, 3 7 


Jul. 15. 1636. Tem, Oc. 
LETTER XIX. 
To Monfenr de Picizac, of the Kings Privy Conncill. 


SIR, 
12 gentle woman who preſents this Letter ro you affurs 

me that 1 am your favourite, and premiſeth her ſe lle 
things from the power | have in you, upon my re 
of her cauſe umo you. For my part, 1 will A 
1 extreamly defire , and there is no need of much eloquenee i 
rin me you do me the honour to love me, If it be ſs, 
ir, I keſeech you, let this Oratrix expericnſe that youl 
friendſhip is ao upprofuable happincfle, and that my retus 
mendatꝭ n, fhall nut diſad vantage a good cauſc. She is 

cuted by the moſt notorious Barreter of our Country. 

not think there ever came a mote formidable one out of 


a Ss... 33 n 2 
. . A 


within tluce leagues of him ſecure to the poſſefior. | 
he is charitable to the children, when he youchafes to be cos 
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take bur an equall dividend of their fathers eſtate. 
; other places, ſacred to the enereiſe of 
think & fir'for me to ut the phraſe of our 
beit is aſtner ſeen in the Court then the Pretour. 
Shall 1 conclude his Eviogy in one word, He is Attile in 
e, that is, che (courge of God to all his neighbourbood 
elleſt 3 that the world ever ſuffered or 
Hiftory relates, r of lefle 
eyrannicall — ou will do a meritorus work, or 
— oGeg Heroick charity, in contt ibuting ſome what 
to the chaſtiſement of this publique enemy. You will in one 
| u a thouſand more that are concerned; Bur 
1 ſhall nor- have a lefic engagement to you, then it you 
ded caly my Elfe, who am your ſuppliaat, and moſt 
ately, - sin 
; } , 


Sep, 12, 164%. Tur, Ce. 


LETTER XX. 
To Menßeuy de 
SIR, | 


| P | were az officious ax I have been ſollicired to be, you had 
received from ne within this fortnigbt, a hundred and fifty 
recommendations compleat. Even at this very hover 1 have 
occahon for denyalls, and 1 ſhould continue in the old poſture 
ef my immoveable ſtubbornneſſe againſt all forts of fis ; 
bir it is in to ſtand out againſt che afſayles of friend- 
rea x ve ſtrength enough rv refit the importunate, and 
; 2 ſafe with my modeſty clean jos Ts nor hard-hear- 
| enough to diſoblige men, or ne ind Offices 
+ Af Civill Ii — 4 nningn + 2 hunſelfe to be over - 
ler obſtinatcly keep the ſame Guard. Al h 1 am' 
i} cone our of the world, I willing re-enter it, when either Hon- 
er or Venue calls me thither, In ſoch a caſc, a vow under- 
| then ar the ſoot of the alcars mighr be diſpenſed withall. My 
ert was not altogether ſo religious? ar preſent it 
Aula be ſuperſtition, and a ſcandali to all Morality, f 
{ ® ould deterre me from doing 2 to Mone ur 
which he arrends from me, This an bath been my 
Leer friend, ever fince the reigne of Henry the Great, and known 
; . all France that can bur read. I be ſeech you , = 


b 3 t 
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Ferki 


* 


ws 1 — which. 1 hope from 
— The way to jntet᷑ pret him cart and under 
him better then TLiferin who hath commeated en 
and . ho hath tranſlated te to do what he advi 
52 as bene ſice nt as you are I beſeech 
in aide inthis affair, and te believe that [ on 
$1 
Jan. 3. 1646. | Tour, Ce. 


LETTER HI. | 
and L za, e to the Rucemof gra 


e in the way df} , 
acknowhe m or a further inſtance in the be 
be. R Father dt were great pitty chat his el 
1 ie. che pe ent of 
E , he 
P 
IS 


"hr kin, and NA 


may be 
AN i the 
SE EE 
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—— he is fett) he will not receive 


23 
LETTER XXII. 
12 de Lorme, Counſellour and Phyſrienm the King, 


SIR, 
Or an infinie number of good offices which 1 have recei- 
—— — [ have — 
hin with your faveur ; ſo chat you are chat muſt pay 
owe han , and this is the enly * have to acquit my ſcores 
vun him, I will believe , you will not be backward to 
me with your — — — 


particular ones , 
— the mySerin of the Arabians (for in thoſe of the 


your 
a profanc n, ora meere novice, H's is in 
— the Archive of Padua; and he is newly come 
under the tuition of rhe great Cremonimes, almoſt as grear 


„ 2d earned as himſelfe. Not that he is a bling Profebys: of 


his deceaſed Maſter, | can aflure you, he is wedded only to his 
legitimace and never was any faithfull perſon more 
2 that the Gel of Abvobomt and Hauck 
the God of the living and nor of the ** When you have 
re am palliondrety, 


7 N . 1641. | Tow, Gr. 


b 4 Let- 


oe ²˙⁰ ee ee ns r - a 


. mndaftry, when it is 
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LETTER XXII. 


bufnefies 
for this violence that | cxerciſc upon him, he 
ether chaines thar bind him, to arrive at his Charge 
the Sfreench of March. So that if any prejudice him fer 
whom he 


— gated fo means 


reſcue that by ſome - ws which wo 


Common Law. 


” ISL) PTITIBEAR2ITTRSSEC ww | 


44 when he preſents you ths 
Lene, 


rr 
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Letter „ will conferre with you more particularly upon this 
ſubje& : and offer you his opinion what wheeles 2 7 
on work, to make his friends bufinefle feazible. I beſeech you 
once more to undertake it for my ſake, and if you conceive m 
name of any power in your mouth, or that it were known ei 
to be alledged to his Highnefſe , 1 durſt engage he ſhould not 
have cauſe to repent of granting me a favour , which I ſhould 
wunper out ſo loud, and fend fo farre, that, it may be, Poſte- 
— him for ir, It is a greie while ſince 1 have 
_ Veneration, of that Prince as one of the demi-gods 
of wy Cabiner. Bur i he defires 1 ſhould beate a more tender 
and ardent paſſion towards him; it he would be the object of 
my love, as he is of my Eſtimation ; how delightivl! would & 
be ro me to terme him my BenefaQour, and receive 
from « perſon, whom 1 ſhould nor ceaſe ro admire, he 
ſhould take away all 1 have, 1 wich him Lawrells ah 
green and freſh ; and if the Warre muſt end, a Jong and ptace- 
able enjoyment of the pureſt fame thut ever was; and a G 
that even the Enemy ſhall acknowledge, wich g-nerall accor 
by che Hiſtories of Spaine. In expectation of ſome newes 
rem you, | reft, 


- SIR, 
Feb. 1. 1640, Tour, Cr. 
LETTER XXIII. 
To Monſenr the Preſident de Pontae, - ; 


R, 

Y firſt defigne is altered by the arrivall of Monſieur de 
—. } was about to have made a requeſt to you, and he 
informed me the | owed 2 thanks | underſted from 
had found you io diſpoſed to oblige me, that all 


Monficur de Theu's great name was uſed 2 unneceſſarily. 
ve 


employed in 
elle, to do my lelſe any poed offices with you. 1am fore 


opinion where you ought not to 
afrer « long tryall of my ſervice. Hut | fee clearly tram 
— orator! Rignones ſurties is ſeldome coupled 
with perfſe& Generoſty: this laſt, which s ule WE 
. 3 


e eee Ie roek 7 proc wgjnge leſſe regular in d 
ſerving formalities. She would not be, as now 2 the 5 
. er not celebrated in all ethers, AU 
ſhe fo ſcrupuloaſly attend deſert: ſhe will ofrentimes even 
it, and I am one of the exampics of this happy uns ol chyneie; 
you have rewacded my intention, an ſwered my 

as Heaven 


f the religious ſilence of people „ 


acked fac ; bi yer having promiſcd it to me er fo handſam 
courage to requeſt it of you more vigour- 
__— reproach me for it. 
my Niece became obiiged to you for: 


A, nor 

| affections, that would be too high an of 
hold rheretore on this advantage which you 

have over her, chat | may owe you my repole for proceRing the 
affe&ioas ſhe had deſerted; that my contentment proceed 


nation. I hope all good ſucceſſe by all the faire preſages 
have given my friend; and if the deſtiny of a — 2 
read in che eyes of a judge, he doth not any whit doubt the 
event of this he counſells me. Therefore to cnd,as he preſcribed 
2 „and ſince I am already in your chaincs ; ſince | 
am already faded to you by this obligation, I will, for the tu- 
ture, onely continue to ſtyle uy ſelte, 
SIX. 


Jan. 6. 1641. 7 _ ee. 


LETTER XXV. 
To the ſane. 


— 
of people | who whe civil uy ll apr free — 
„8 civilies a ns- 
8 they ſhould be warramed eren to the um 


i l 


from your courteſie, and not from the ſtrength ef my ng 


Be”; 
B K 4 oo 
* 


al 
. 


I ſhall alſo be obliged to you 


"I 


EE FEY FEES ES + Sans 


on earth. You promiled me that which | had not ſo much gf «ws 


by: 


* W * — af 
. 


f f 5 
» n 


we. f But, in truth, not 


am, and ever will be, 


Let Se MR LEE > & of 1 Ro. RY 
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abo en favours as peremprocily as Creditours do theie 
„ My follicicatians too are ge lefie violem , then 
ol telolute ſuppli who with their modeſty to gin 
able to doubt cither of the 
yot what you ſay , or exzent of what you are able te do, 


lese deny bet | build upon the aide that you have promi- 
5 b 80d enpe ct from your prote Gion all the good fortune of 


s and Ca, were of a commory 


n moſt importunt dificrence chat e vet was. I h 
int 


is not of ſo much cencernment, they will agree u- 
for my ſake. | meane, Su; A Caro, more mild and gen : 
thea that Cato who rayled at fortune, ena wind her 
tu ent fide in this occaſion, and good lack e the buſinefle 


' be undertakes, Pardon me the liberty of chi laſt wore, for it is 


ax caſincle and goodneſſe chat ſuggeſted it to me; and 
Law be ſides that, from che violent paſſion , — 


N SIR, 
Dec, 15. 164m. Tour, Cc. 


LETTER XXVI. 
To Menficur the Mer of Angauleſms. 


SIR, 

1 ſelfe, you will condiſcend to the requeſt this bes- 
ter will make to you from me: it concernes the publ que 28 
well aa particular intereſt ; and 1 know you are ſo euact in 
the functions of your Charge, that to diſcover an enormity to 
you , — — w rodrefle it. — — — — 
Lanna, there is a way, not to ained of in erat en- 
prefſions;: it is more intricate and perplexing then a L. aby inah, 
8 would teach a man to ſweate that can ſay nothing but Ferily, 
it would change all the meekneſſe of a (acher ofthe Ocarory 
into - Ir does not fortibe Angen/efme , rhough makes 

| to approach it on that fide. 1 hed 

by to have been caſt away there, and wracke in che mire. If 

— 22 err > — 

. n —— 

e weather , tay and in your Mayoralty, ici © 
cannot be hended ; there is no comfort for it. 


Tant words of an due, — lentrest you for , — 
n | things 


neſt h apr eva imagine, is ſomewhat 
ES ings gon my login bur bot a rich 


e Seen 


afent you have conſidered the Publque , would nor you 


year of 
I wall know, ar the recurne of « 
men ſpeak truth or not, and whether 


Bearer, 
you highly efieem the thanks I ſhall pay you , after the 16} 


have made to you: whereunto l hare nothing furcha 
20 adde, but the afſurapce "ns ſincerely, 
Ju. 4. 1638. Ten, O's. g 


LETTER XXVII. 
To Moaſ eur de Villemontce, of the Kings Conncell, | and Con 
on Revenae,n Poitou, Saintonge, Auniz,Gice | 


ERA not relate * Ys che adventures of that perſon whe! 

r 

oncly tell” you, that 1 do not conceive bi 

2 2 and though NA 

hat concernes my ſelſe, you he „ of my 

honeſty, and diſcretion, 8s rv think I would — 
ar tr 2 — or make you any uncivill n_—_Y 

Sir, then be pleaſed to con „ that this place 

which hath ſo 6 reputation, yeelds bur a very fall pe, 

new. Ubſes'> very renowned, and yet it was but t 


. — in ic re tire bur the Galde very 
ich — tor the 


2 


£ Uli tamen 1 


TBT 21 1 — . — 
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0 gelte more formidable then the Creater,, Their 
wh . mine; and the they 
a is unknown to me. But on the other fide , they under- 
FAIT 
| i u in them. It you 1 rne 
— tema juſtice is from you, ſince they have not been at 
leiſore 3 F you will 
norme all things according to reaſon. Beſides — A 
| — accord] II to bear 
x, it will be a ſenſible obligation to me of the greateſt adhe- 
renn to vertue; 2 man that extolls you with all his pow- 
ex. and that is with all his ſoul, SIR, 
Ang, 20. 1642. | | Your Oe. 


LETTER XVIII. 
To Menftenr de la Thibaudiere, 


A 


SIR, 
*# T Juſt now heard tidings thar you were within ſix leagues of 

Ns place and your Te may will be ſo good as to let ma 
-j| hae you by your ſelfe ; but in the meane time, I cha 
btorwe of your troopes ſhould approach our villages, and that 
of my refidence be threatned, you know very wel I have 
title to exact of you on lach an occahion. I entreate all that 

favour with Monſieur d' Aumont can procure , and in- 
ne you to make my intereſt your own: friendſhip is imperi- 
ous, and her termes are abſolute. You have read the | 
requeſts written by Cicero, Lucien, and other our honeſt friends 
of Ancient time. i pretend to be loved by you after that hand- 
ſome manner , t it be not to be met withal! any whers 
duc in Hiſtory ; and though I know, common fame is not in 
int particular favourable to your vertue. That accuſes you for 
being lictle ſenſible of other mens griefes , and being cured of 
an intirmiry, w it is ſeemly to be ſick : bur grant, it did 
net accuſe you falſely, and that you were more — then 
chem and Cleanthes, I am confident, 1 ſhould give you back 
| againe the paſſions that Philoſophy had berea ved you of, and 
make the firſt breach in your heart. But publique fame is a ly- 
ar, and Report calumniates you ; that heart has long ſince 
been ſofrned for me, and it is certaine, I am no leſſe your deare 
and well loved friend, then, S R, 
Jan, rs, 1642, Tour, Ce. 1 


* * 
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25 I do) the moſt eloquent and handiome dreſie — j 


Arguments, and Colours of Rhcrorique, I would rake vj 
| — by: . by that magn:ficent aggravation © 


THE SECOND 50 0 
To Monſieur de =— 


. LETTER I. | - 


sin. 600 
Our Letter 1 delivered me in enten 
on and 1 een vr more capable to * 
ty, chen conferte comfort. old diſeaſes ha vs of late i 
3 d by a Meagr un hich does ſo torment me 
it would be a wonder, if a griefe fo neighbouring to the 
thould leave the facutties of it ar Iiber:y. I am confident 
nefic will pardon my 33 and l hope 
cake ix Ml > ated. apts tion of my old reakis 
Ii cannot make you rerurnes , ” her fool 
ſend you droſſe for gold, and i — of no eſteem, fort 4] 
moſt exechieqe, It is ſufficient Sir char I am able highly ©. 


? 


1 


to put on your ſadnefſe: Yer | muſt needs tell 
ſtilt conrinue, though accompanied with a 


noc to allow your perſeverance therein, I would whey 1 


une, by chat Art, and thoſe Ornaments you make uſe & 

forth your loſſe? Inflead of letting ic wax « 

= and Kir rime , ir ſcemes you feek to rencw ir, and i 
with ie every day ; and wheres tis expected 

Ihould by Life and little blot ir out of your mind, you woull 
ir freſh and ever new, thar (if pailib le) dy the mo 

5 and laſting''t Colours it might be kept to erect! 

can an eternity be lookt for from thee frailty of 

, fince we cannot mect with it in the ſtrength of m 

. — ſpoil and conſume ir, af e finely, and then ors 
into duft, and returnes to its firſt nothing. It is from hence Si 
I find my great. ſt advantage to atſail you, and ſummon you 
to yield up to Reaſon, We have in our Friend loſt 2 melt 


xt iP JG 


worthy Senatour, I conf. fle it. But the Senate it ſelſe halle 
deſſroyed, 


om, and a 

4 kcaertly koow, man 2 — 

A vpn ruines 7 How long is it, —_ you , cd males 
ans, Oratours, Poets died) We ſhould accyftome 


and ordi 

| and none hut ——— 

1 a truth wherr om we ought to 

& ey thing wichen cxccprion is condemned to the ſame 
| puniſhmenc ; and not onely Par liaments and __— 

os ot inrgortall, but learning ſhall — 

of 2a6the height of Aſtrologic ſhall edged, ren 

4 ts hwnefic of Grammar. God who will dif lve the 

r build mare beaurifull ones, will not — Es 
| Attolabes in the de ſtruttion of their object. He will net Jeave 
# us ay nation of our ſmall ac here, in the 

- 3 becauſe we ſhall have no leiſure 

* eur fe lic iry ſhall be ark A — 

I will ih both Proſe Verſe he will pu 


| ever your exrlamarions ſay, that Artiſts and their works have an 


4 end , fince the Arts themſelves as well as theic inſtruments 


d waſt bnd a period. Bur grant it were not ſo, yer me thinks Sir, 
if this End is no ſuch horrble thing. 1 am wn Amiry 
5 with the world that I do not much deplore any 

no more in it. Theſe fave and = 


* js in that are noe daRefull tome ; and I hope you rake & 
s ll, char i pur you in that 1 ſince with paſlie 

81 
15. 1638. Tur, Ce. 


Lei- 


LETTER n. 
75 10 Mew L Haller pf he ng Cot, Ge, 


$IR, 
Am alwaics cancern'd in fome trifling 
thac I have” neither buſineſſe nor 


: 


Tk 


22: 
1 

$4 
iſt 


2 act accot 
uſuall CLE —— 
kind of perſons, It be an affront to Philoſophy a 
doubring the make of ir, to treat you like vn A 
men. l rc times comforted women and g 
vane , but l 5 — any body undertook ever 
— 1 afent co you concerning whatſoever t 
pear 


moſt — of 7 your friend ? and 
i low to make cin F / 


Greece, — ITE 72 wn 
wrecks of Antiquity , are of tbe G | 

of Heroick rimes were — — this lowh 
The univerſall corruption es pany 
8 ; and rhe evill that pouch d him, 
defile him. H ny was not bounded by the ſea, 
| 4 * — the Alpes. He lowed his tavours ande 
on all Gdes; and had remercanents ſent him from t 
og corners of Syria and the top of Mount Libanus. In 


E 
2 


31 
i 


L 


5 


averre chat he maintain d the primitive ſplendour of gall 
wt France, and the good eſteem ihat fotreine nations do yet 
ber. I am of as certaine belieſc as you Sir, that he 

be anted of whac ever is great and illuſtrious , rcalon 
and intelligent, bath within and without the Kingdame, L 
confident Italy will celebrate his memory in all her learned i 
ſemblies, and that in the Ages of the Princes Rerberini, 
cannot be indifferent to the memory of one ſo deare tot 


i 


L er 582059 85 — 


: L 0 | 3 in Chorſe Letters. I 3 
5 M4 and 1 make no queſtion but the Holy Father who vaicw- 
3 os him fo highly, cannot for beate to bewaile him; tor in the 
FF mid# of that ſerenity, which, above us, environnes him, this 
3 tloudofadnefle reaches ls height. But concerning all the ſe 
2s things which you write to me, far note eloquently then | am 
ae t> 1 without doubt can afford your ſelf 
e lation then what you ſceme to defire from your 
s. If your loſle were not comnion to you with the noble 
Adr, it both ſovergignesr and people were not intete ſſed in 
your griete,ir might be thought alu. oſt inſupportable; but fince 
there's no body but beares bes part with you, certainly the e is a 
eat deal of ſweetneſſe in an afflict on that makes all the 
world on your fide ; nay ſhould you eſteem your ſelfe unhappy 
in cha reſpe ct, it could nat but be with ſome kind of Conten- 
tation. There is, in earneſt, | know not what that pleaſcs in the 
very vo nds of this nature: when Princes are equally con- 
| cern'd with private perſons, and Paris joynes with the ceny in 
" the fame fellowſh'p of ſada: fic, why ſhould we pitty or lament? 
le is a funeral], little lefle ſplendid then a Trum, the praiſes 
7 2ad acclamatiops abroad take away all the bitterneſſe of dome - 
18 que Complaints; and me thinks, the pofleſſion of that Glory, 
i# which cannot be aſcertain'd but by death is yery well worch 
thee or four ſcurvy yeares chat might have been annexed to 
old age. To this 1. if could contribute any thing 1 ſhould 
e ſteem my ſclfe happy, and towards this I offer you my hands 
u labour , though I cannot ere either Cololſrr'es or Pyra- 
mides + yet, Sir, without offence to thoſe who have a larger, 
and 'more ſublime fancy, who would ſet whole Foreſts and 
Mountaines on work. | bavc heard that ſome Artiſts have 
wrought in lictle , with much commendation ; It is poſſible to 
be famous for ones Act, and not be prodigall of the Materialls ? 
a greatdeale of matter may be comprebended ina few words, 
which by a long diſcourſe is enervated. There are bad Prea her- 
and ſcut vy funergl Orations enough in the world alieady. | be- 
ſerch you let not me increaſe the number , and be one of thoſe 
ous enemies, Who thus with a good intent ion injure the 
parience of the Living , and memory of the dead. | have roo 
ent an Ambition of pleaſing you, to give my ſelle the trou- 
de or runne the hazzard of diſturbing your quiet. And it you 
vere indiſpoſ'd , I do not ſet ſo high a rate on my medicines to 
experiments on ſuch a ſoul as yours. Take it not ill then 


I belcech you, chat I obey you ater another faſhioa then you 
c 


commanded 


— . og 
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commanded me 3 and chat I go whicher you de ſire me, but his 
way that to my ſelte ſeemes moſt conven ent. Procure 2 
de Pui to approve of it too: fot „ no 
invetetate enemies then my ſelfe to theſe ridiculous Alaſet and 
tireſome lamentat ions: for, i I be not deceived , they preterce 
the ſhotieſt Eulogy in Livg,before the great volume of diſcourſes 
printed after the death of che lace King: though Legitimat 
Apeth:ofier are not made any where bur in rheir ſtudies, and 
that fiom thence credit and e ſteem are diſpenced, and men i 
declared I Uuſtrious. 1 will not omit, fince they will have 
fo, to do my devotions apart, not will 1 ſcrupulouſly refule 
room in my Workes to a vertue, which they have already liked 
up to Hraven. The Contentment of my friends ſhall evet be 
dearer to me then my own reputation. The leaſt beck from 
ſhall have a greater power over me, then that Lethargy of Sp 
you fo hand yr proach me with. And therefore though 
ſhould ſpoile rhe buſinefſe that you Imagine 1 ſhall give 
to, doubt not but I am very glad to evince to you on this of 
portuairty that I am, ain 
» 


Aug. 15. 1640. Tour, c. 


En: ion is made of this Letter, in the life of Mon ſteur | 


Peireſk, at the end of the fixth Book: and not to 1j 
any thing concerning the excellency of it, let it ſuffice 
know, it was de ſired in Rome before it was written in France; 
appeares by a Latine Epiſtle of the Abbor Bouchard printed: 
Venice, after the finerall Oration ſpoken in the Academy 
Humorifis, Here are ſubjoyn'd the two places of the Hiſtory, 
the Epiſtle. | | 

Alia etiam præteres, quibus amici eruditique, in quorum pe 
bus Can dor et Gratitudo inhabitat; ut dolorem teftati ſun', fic 
lationem mumam adbibuerunt. Pervenère ad me compluves , þ 
pr incipers locum ea tenent, quibus Jo. Ludovicus Guexins Be 
⁊acius, celebris ille ſcilicet, cui nemo non Gallice modo, ſed La 
etiam ſcribentium , elegantie palmam non facile cedat, 


=, 


' prrentevit, Lib. 6. de vita Peiretki per Perrum G aſt ndum. _ 
Tu vero interca Nicolai Claudii Fabricii peireſcii q waxagilel 
moriam, qua ſoles pietate, colere perge ; et Petrum G afjenaum 
a'que etiam urge, ut ſuos de ejus vita Commenterios , , qudm 
c pioſes ocyi dimitiatʒ ſed in primis a Rigaltio et Balgacie, homin 
. iteris quibus dediti ſunt, ſumm is atque perſeſtm, omn' 
| com 
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nme ut aternls ele gantiſimorum ſerihtorum ſuorum monuments, 
Hrreem mofirum velint ad Inmortdlita'em conſecrare, vale. Nome 
Kalendis Fanuariis A. C. N. M. D CXXV1L Ex Epiiiols Johann 
Jacobi Buccardi ad Franciſcum Olcernum , Regienam Renens 
Lutetia Magi Sram. | 
LETTER III. 


To Monſieur de Bayers. . 


SIR, 


5 known of your loſs earlier, I ſhould ſooner haveſſhe wen 
you what a part | beare in your griefe, I juſt now rſtoud 
the cauſe of it in the Gazette, and make no queſtion, how 
firong and how fortificd foever you be with Conſtancy , but 
thac you arc ſenſible of che blow your family hath 1eccived, and 
which will be felt all over our Province. Without injury to 
nature, reaſon cannot rank ſuch like Accidents in the number 
of things Lad iſterent. Tenderneſle of heart is not incompatible 
with greatne fic of ſpir it 3 for thoſe who have undauntedly feen 


| their own blood trickle down, yet have with teare bewail'd 


ther kindged and friends in that Condition. Well, Sir, we 
muſt not rhink to make war, upon other rermes : There was 
ever moucning and tcarcs, even on the fide of victory. Let us 
hope 1 home who gives us occa ſion to ſpeak fo of- 
ten af it, and let us not ambition the Empire of the World, at 
the rate of fo deare a life as his. You muſt in this life arme 
jour ſelſe with comfort againſt all ſorts of death; and that 
k inſman ot yours ſhould countervaile all the former miſ- 
of your life, It is a perpetuall reaſon of Content and 
cauſe of fatisfation , that there is no colour . you ſhould 
grieve for any one; or any lament br Yer, | do it, Sir , in 
odedience to cuſtome; knowing withall that that part of the 
foul, which ſuffers, is — Aa then that which Reaſon 
hath warded off che blow. I thought it was neceflaty for me to. 
enter inco the thoughts with you, but that it was as ne- 
ceflary too, to get out of them; and by a way which without 
doubt * ad made choice of. 1 8 that e 
cer you will polleſle all your joyes pure, crene ; and that 
Heaven, who loves you, 2 8 ſucceſles for you, wherein 
your Moderation be more requiſite, then your Conſtancy: 
C 3 at 


f * 
1 
» 1 
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at leaſt. I wiſh them you withall my heart, being wie 
Compl ment, 1 | 
SIR, 


June 5. 1642. Texr, Ge. 


CETTER TV. 
To Monfienr de Villemontee of the Kings conscell, Controllcy ef 
the Revenew in Ponou, Saintonge, Aunix, &c. 


SIR, 

Ys will ſay, it may be. my zeal rendcrs me impatient ; but 

though you could juſtly taxc it of indiſcretion, t | mult 
tend this bea er to you , to kuow at h.s returne what | cannet 
be ignorant of without difquicet. When | parted from you, | la 
you in the beſt plight, rhe ſtudy of wiledome could ſexes 
mind perfectly reatonable ; and the Letrer you dd me the 
honour to write to me, informes me of nothing that ſhould na 
continue you in this good temper. Neverthelefic, | counſel 
that ſentence of ſad neie among the reſt runnes in my mind 
And in truth ic would trouble me if ſo drowzy and cffeminates 
- paſſion as that is, ſhould encroach upon your vigilance and for 
tude. I remeuiber the ſage dilcourſe you held me in, be 
your wound was yet greene; ſure you have not forgotten the 
great Prececent you then propounded, and what was ſo ready a 
' your memory at the day ot our ſeparation. They who 3 
thed us thoſe high enamples, conecrning which we held 5 
long a conference ; were not happy or unlucky but in the good 
or bad fortune ot the Comnion-wealth. They bare ſo greats 
love to then Count ty, that they left none for the mfclves. I hey 
knew no dyſaſlers bt wicked actions and the blame that at 
tends on ih mʒ they dreaded faults, but deſp:ied every thing 
elſe. And unleſſe you mightily Jiflemblcd, yo ate cf the fame 
mind: theic ate your principles as well as theirs 3 and conſe- 
quently Sir, while you do the King ſervice with cout age and 
underſtanding, and your Gowne faves him the expence of 
grmy on th s fide the Lone: while you maintaine your ſelf is 
repute at the Court, without loſing the aſſection of the peopł, 


* 


and wh 1. by your dente ity the betterneſſe of your med ic ine 
niake not tlie Il yſitian diſtaſtcfull; I cannot think you have 


any need t conlolation ; nor that the Melancholly and cloud 
of an affli-icd ſoul can retaine their miſts betore W 
and light ut fo unblemiſhed a life, He whom ] have ſent 10 
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you will, withour doubt, bring me the confirmation of all this» 
and the meaning of a ſentence which 1 ſhall be very glad 
ghtly to underſtand ; my paſſion is wittily refoly'd to per- 
me, but your g, hee, me thinks is obliged, to draw 


r 
— aut of it: for I am nut an il] interpreter „t your words, 
bot becauſe it is with affection, ( which is never without al- 


armes), that 1 am, 
SIR, 


Jul. 1. 1641. Tour, Ofc. 
LETTER V. 


Jo Monſeur de Lymcrac de Mayat , Captaine in the Regin nt 
ef Conty. 


S iK. | 
Have ny great inclinations to ſerve you in your requeſt, | 
know not how to bewaile a man who hath gotten lo much 
honour as you, You arc more ht tor Brave meng envy, then 
Philoſophe:s compaſiion : and your laurells are much more 
dclicaze, then you; chaincs: a tubborne lm priſonme nt is not 
ſo great an cvill as you imagine it: it gives ill i1(tivences lea · 
lace to pa ſſe over you i it ems a man to a happicr ſeaſon ; 
and,it may be, we ſho Id have loſt you , it our enemies had not 
preſery'd you, As concerning the rimmers of Germany, of 
which you ſpake to me with ſuch griefc, as it they were Turk th 
baſtinadoes , me- thinks. your ſobt ic ty is there a thought too 
ſuperſtitious, You muſt (as they that talk proverbs lay) when 
you are at Rome, do asthcy do at Rene, and notto alledge 
to you great Commanders, Do not you know that wiſc Embal- 
ladours have heretofore been fudled for the good of the Kings 
affaires, and ſacrificed all their wiledome and gravity to the 
neceſſiry of the times, and the cuſtome of the countrys in which 
they reſided, I do not adviſc you to debauchery, that is pro- 
hibired : but I do not think there is any harme in drownip 
your cares, now and then, in Rheniſh wine, and to make u 
of that pretty trick of contrafing the time, which ſcemes te- 
d ouſly long to priſoners. Your father all this while Jabours 
bard to procure your liberty, and you muſt think he doth not 
torget his cares and uſuall at iveneſle in a buſineſſe that is nee- 
ret his heart then all his other. For my part, being able to 
contribure onely my good wiſhes, I can aſſure you , they _ 
c 3 mo 
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Dec. 15. 1645. Tour, Oe. 


LETTER VI. 2 


To Menßenr de Prizac,of the Kings Privy Councell. 
SIR, 


T is better to be fick in your company, then well in »» 3 


ſence. The delight l now take, Comes not neere the com- 


torr you gave me ; and your ſociety is ſogood , chat it makes | 


even diſcaſes pleaſant. if it cannot be had at a lower 1 
then lameneſſe, I renounce the uſe of my legges ; and beg 


to give me my infirmity againe, on condition he ſend back my 


comforter. That is to ſay, lam not my ſelfe without you, 


Latcly I held you in eſteem only for your vettue, which 1 looks 
upon then as being unconcern'd,and as on a gd, l had no tir 
to. Now I am in love with your perſon, wch gives me a propriety 
in you, andatightro call you my on: This rowzes and 
wakes me in the night: this makes me jealous of Monhfieurf 
E ſeſſes , the Lid Abbot of Ceriſy „our deare Monſieur 4 1 
Chembre, &c. | lay nothing to you about your moſt learned and 
eloquent diſcourſes, Monfieur clas will ſhew you what | 
+ write to him concerning them, in the extafie you left me; u 
which | ean onely annere this little labell of my admiration 
O how prevalent is truth when you diſpenſe it! and how mud 
have good cauſes, need of you, to be as ſtrong as they are juſt ! 
L am with all my foul, 
| SIR, 


Apr. 3. 1639. Tour, &c. 


LETTER VN. 
To Monfiewr de Couvrelles. 
SIR, 
A Frer [ have told you that, honouring you lys 
A do, | cannot i gordr ne In — Nn e 
have no mind to engage my ſelſe in the Common place 
Conſola tions. I preach not ſtedfaſtneſſe to a man who hall 
kept himſclfe upright more then once in the publique ruins 
and hath w examples, Tou arc he $1 woe 


E tire 
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jy then if you had only a title to it by vertuc of an allufion 
to your Hame. Well, in caraci I am un much obliged to that 


honeſt Salle Belgick for his remembrance of me and that fine 


he write you to ſhew me. Hut ſince be is afraid to 
me with unneceſſary Letters, me thinks, I ought to 
— — reſpe& to his buſmeſſe, as he haib indulgence to 
z and then | ſhall do diſcreetly , by bot putting my 
t trouble nor han. About ye or 6x months hace, he ſent 
me the Plat-forme of a Palace that he bath builded , and rie 
me word that he was providing me an apartment there. Since 
1 am fo unfortunate that | am not able to crawle ſo farre as to 
aint Brig to tender my reſpeRts to you, ſure, I ſhall hardly ger 
over ſea to tał e policilion of the lodging prepares for ge. — 
knowing, Sir, that you have an — * Il in the curioſty 
of Arts, and that you ate taken with handſome figures, [ 
thought it would not diſpleaſe you to look upon this, and that 
a houſe ſo learned within and without, whoſe weather - cock: 
ace Sphearcs, would deſerve to entertaine a gueſt ofa brave a 
ſpirit as your lelie. I beſcech you, then eccrpc this picture, for 
you are a better judge of it then l: and take it kindly chat in 
gory of afy own village, I treat you wich whac is 
Ent me our of a torrainc Coumry. I am ever, with paſhan, 
SIR, | 
Hl. 2. 1641. | Tour, Oc. 


CETITER VALE 
To Monfiexr F Huillier of the King Conncell, &c. 


SIR, 
I Believe mote then you have written ro me. I doubt not bur 


the Mourning hath been generall in the place where you 


| ace; that you have made the Parliancnt, the Gorrifon, and 


the people weep; your eloquence makes your guicle contagiount 
and what ice, — wy Lovraine, but * or Maſce- 
vie, would not thaw at the warmth of your lovely wares ? 
what Barbarous man could forbeare 80 become gende. and 
hare in your woes, hearing you lamem in te mes ſo patheti- 
call, and which are fo cafily conveyed from one heart to anc- 
ther > For my part, I who believe I have loft a friend in Mon- 
furs Ai, „ 


8 1 


40 Choiſe Letters. Book IL 


fwaſnn, to be'extired to pay him my fad triburc ; for before | 
_ received your Lerters, 


ne Superes atque Alive vecehom, 


If you defire any thing more, and that I can contribute ought 
to the conſcctat on 'of a memory already. lacred to me, you 
know defires ate commands to me, and I promiſe you 
to be ſparing upon this occaſion. I ſhall be very glad to dom} 
act of obedic nc” in an act of picty : and now immediarely | 
voke our Codde ſſes to dictate lines to me that may laſt, whik 
the vanity of man earves out marble, that ſhall decay, Ac. 
am, 


SIR, 
Jan, 18, 1641. Tour, Ce. 
; LETTER IX. 
Te Madam des Loges. 
Madam, 


Received your Letter upon the taking the anniverſary jo 
ney of Since yoda ⁊te ſo g as to give him a 4 
ence , whenſecver he appeares before you, 1 will only celiv 
you the matter in grofle of which he (hall give yo a more pas 
' - ticular account at Oradeur. He will make you, Madam,a mot 
lamemable re lation; will underſtand from hin 
my miſeries are everlaſting, and the con forts 1 had, begin 
ſlack. My mind growes obſtinate in Melancholly, and 
dont it to a faintneſle that makes ir 1ncapable ct all 
yoble functions you ſpeak of. The only ſ.:it:nance that 
not unplealant to it, ir now diſrelithes likethe reſt, and 
books are no more ny comforters. How can chee 
thoughts be converſant with ſuch tatall objects as environ us 
the right, and left hand ? or how can we quietly enjoy 
Prefent which is not good, on the Eve of a Future which 
be worſe ; and which threatens all men with famine and po 
ry : I proteſt, l never attain'd to ſo high a pitch of Philoſophy 
Monhcur de —— himſelſe ſaycs, it would be fuch a 
equivocation as would make all Philolophers 
ridiculous, He ſayes, nothing muſt be read but the lament» 
tions of Jeremy, nor any thing written but Wills, I am reduced 
n moſt to ſuch a condition, and am not valiant enpag2 Iu 
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ſame the employment I have diſcominved ; d d not, Madam, 
your commands inter poſe, and you imagine you bad occafion 
of my language. | have ſent you what you en hy ned me, and 
it's drawn trom the botrome of my heart. Poſſholy, it may 
want the graces and ornaments of a Rherorician,but | conceive 
Waist for that reaſon it will nat be of leſſe valid evidence, that 
al he who writ it, in perſedily, 


E MADAM, 
ou! May 12. 1640. | Pour, &c. 
| 
＋ LETTER X. 
| To the (ame. 
Madam. 


Urderſiood from a friend of mine newly come out of Holland, 
of the loſſe you lately receiv'd before Breda, but judging of 
your griefe according to my acquaintance w.th your diſpoſi- 
tion, and not doubting but it is much greater then ordinary, I 
dare not preſume to apply any thing to it. Theſe are mal 
to which forraine medecines are not to be apply d, fince they 
commonly prove but ineſſectuall. It is poſſible a man may not 
wep with you; bur it is unpoflible io condemne your reares. 
The auſtereft Philoſophers do here ſuſpend the-ſeveriry of their 
Decrees: and Zens would be worſe then Pbalaris, it amidſt 
the tyranny he exeiciſes over humane pailions, Le were not in- 
dulgent to naturall piety. So that, Madam, none hath any 
title ta comfort you but your ſelfe : you alone are capable to do 
that good office to your ſelfe, and manage that afflictioen which 
| look upon with amazement. 1 am convdcnt, you will be ſuc - 
ccticfull in it: for knowing very well that there is as much 
tortuade as tei det neile in your foul, I do not be lie vc that, eon · 
traty to the cou fe of things yo. world have fortitude ſubmit, 
and the weaker ger the maſteiy ot the ſtronger. Heretofore I 
have heard you valew life ſo little, that by your own princi- 
ples it were no great misfortune to de dead. And though you 
may have renouncc d this opinion, yet you will you that the 
nce which ſe perates thoſe who live, from thole who liye no 
more, it is too ſhort a thing to merit any long bemoaning. The 
canſe of obſtinate griefes cannot be juſtified bur by 4 — 
ling an eternity in this life , or a deipaire of that which is to 
dome. Bur the very example of the perſons we bewaile con- 
lates the firſt ſuppolition , and the laſt is inconſſient with the 
promiſes 
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promiſes of the ſanne of Ged. So that, Madam, I ſhould | 


only forget the common Fundamentalls of our Faith, 


ſhould comply with the perſiſtanes of your ſadneſſe: but 
the other Gould forget that I deal wich a Lady, 


able to read excellent lectures of wiledome to Men ; and wit 
| point of courage u 

Megnanimity do all the Matrons of Lacedemon? | will « 
therefore repreſent to you , to baniſh vulgar thoughts outs 
head, chat it is not in vaine , we call you erase, all 
— give ſatixfaRtion to truth and my affection, that ii 
impoiſible bur I muſt be ſick of all your griefes, being, as 1 


a Mother who gives not precedence in 


withall my ſoul, 
Dec. 16. 1638. 


MADAM, 


LETTER XI. 


To Aonffenr de Borftel, 


SIR, 


Here are words to bewaile other affliftions , there is 
to expreſſe this: for I contefic I know not what arc by 
come of my wits, fince the loſſe we received. lam as 
fitrucken as if the Sun had rumbled out of the 6 
inſtead of my teares h yours, or taki 
your example , | abide here without motion 
Kitffc, as heavy, and inſenfible as one of the rockes of my Hes 
mitage. A foul interdiQed by griefe cannot make any uſe 


her gealon, 


ine, that I have Joſt the 


cepr'for theſe three or four words, which will 
| nr 
| TY 


Sep, 1. 1641. 


Tour, (Fc. 
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iven me the ſlip. Mie me Phileſepbia, 
3 deficit. Thar hall | do» what 


, every thing 
elſe ro ſay, then 
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LETTER XII, 

To Mmfieur Menage. 
SIR, 


10 Civ yon have heard talke of Alcimedon, and have a mind to 
Oe bim, your longing ſhall be fatiﬀh'd, Bur 1 
tell you, this is not a counterfeit Afcimedon, as you have been in- 
formed , not do l by a Roman Gentleman perſonate a French 
ns Lod. No man is concealed under this picture. He is a native 
OY} and erate Roman : of the race dt the Febricii, the Febri, or the 
# Scipives, chuſe which you pleaſe, He dicd of a ſictneſſe ac Rome 
# the daybefore the City was taken by the duke of Boarbon , who 
commanded the Emperour Charle's army. it n true, Hiſt 
# doth nor mention this la, of the — tin tradition hach di 
er to 8 you know | have ROE Ae. _— 
ences with Mar Pompeo. Frangipent, who was & tt 
of the rarities of his Country, 1 22 in a ſeurvy — 
schall chat I do, and my moſt darling compoſitions do not 
me me a whole day together; yet I muſt needs tell you, this 
r 1 — we, and I am ſtill conſtant — ä 
om you wherher my inclination j $ rightly, 
and Fmy Love be lawfull. b 0 


Rivdiſque urinam neffer dium Alcimedonti 
Izne two credar, Licini ; tuac ſe omnibus unum 


* , mel iir que etiam ques protulit Hellas, 

Prefers Alcimedon. * 

Jam, 
SIR, 

Sep. 13. 1643. Tour, Cc. 
1 LETTER XIII. 
* To the ſane. 
81 
— R, 


' A Whimſey hath come inte my DoRour's crown to make a 
collection of tunerall veries, and to add them to Alcime- 
: It was not his fault that you had not Arguments to every 
one of them, nor that the margents of every Copy were not 
fringed with Annotations. I gave him thanks for his good will, 
and thought 1 had no occaſit n to uſe a Grammarian, Yer ir 
will not be amiſſe to jnforme you what the ſubjeR was, — 
occaſion 
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oecaſion d thoſe Ridiculous teures which you will find in d 
of the book. It was the death of an old univerſity poſt, fam 
for his illfavo ned looks , and Farter'd brecches ; a diſciph 
Jeck Puldings, and neere of kinne to Amadis Janis; 2 pre ou 
writer of Madrigalls, Balladcs, and Catches, Theſet 
yeares paſt, he hath come downe but once from St 1 
Mount over the bridges; he was a more religious obſe 
St. Jobs Portelatins teaſt , then of that of Eaſter, He 
called Jupiter any thing but the Thunder-thurmper ; nor He 
by any other name but the Choyfe of the Ulniverſe, Hem 
5 alwaycs rime to Poh hymne, he would not change 
ilke for the ſame , th the mcalure of the Verie would 
allowed hun * he ſtood. up Riff- for Whilome, Micke, ard 
beit, againſt all the ad vcrbes, that wert, as he ſaid, younger 
more effem inate. The brft tidings of his death commi 
me, by a Pedant his admirer, with this perpetuall inge miami 
o what « thouſend piittes it is made me at that inſiant | 
w heartily ; but next morning, 3s you thall (cc, I dreledl 
a Philoſopher, and plunged my ſelſe deep in the Coft ve dil 
rende. The Morality is ſomewhat long, yet poſſibly m 
redious : and if you take notice ot the latter part ci it (1 
called here the funcra'l Oration of Cardinal Perron) you will on 
fefſe that you: Aminte is no ill imitatour of your Lucretis 
after all this time you do not know Urania, that Nyniph who 
1 bave ſo extolled, and for whom | now w:cp ſo burerhy 
informe {you that it is my late good friend Madam des 
who in her life time was, more then once, ſtyled, by an 4 
mick , the celeſtiall, the Divine , thr tenth Mule, &c. and 
eſteemed both within and without the Kingdome by crown 
heads, by the Dcmy-Gods of our Age, by my Leid Duke 
Orleans, the King of Sweden, the Dukc ot Wrymer, c. I 
an opinion that the verics which celeb;ate her memory 
meane eloquent Urania) are woith at lea?! as much ast 
that one Antipeter a Sidonian wrore un the death of the le 
ned Sapho. Y ou hall be the abſolute and Soveraigne j 
them and to this pui poſe, | ſend you the Gre: k Origin 
the Poſt of Sidon, with the Latine ver ſion of Dofto :r X 
concerning h ch you muſt alſo pronounce the wartpealable jt Wi 
rence, I am withall my * # lefo 
R 


LS SSREBEESSED ET SESCDI 


» 


Aug. 9. 1644. Tur, Cc. 


Hoch IT. Choiſe Letters, 45 
wg. LETTER XIII. | 
n Menfenr Fermin, Councrlloxur to the King, Controller of the 
LJ i” Kings revenew in the Generality of Limoges, &c. 


Vor leaving this country hath left a ſting in my heart, 

; that continually goades me with a Jonging for your re- 
Aer. Our laſt converſation when | was your per petuall aud 
mut, imprinted in my braine ſuch laſting and acceptable Ideas, 

+ chat ] have fince done nothing elſe but bleſſe the hower where- 

in you gave them me, and envy my deaie friends — 

who engrofic you to themſelves whole dayes together: they are 

I happy, if they can but be ſenſible of their gend fortune ; y Fans 
d but know that a Commiſſioners place, is the lcaſt gainc 
can make by you. I und erſtand very well the advantages 

"S of fuch a neighbourhood : and though | love nothing like 

| t ; and all kind of noiſe be trouble ſome to me, yet | proteſt, 
'F the lound of your words, bad, with much delight, weaned me 
ten rhe love of filence and folitude. Since you do not de - 

$ fic the fruits that grow in this wildernefie , I ſend you by 

T Monkeur: —— what i. hath brought forth in this ſeafon of 
It may bc, the noveltic may pleaſe you ; and becauſc 


es love Tacitar, and do not hate my Lord Cai d mall de la U- 
r | chought it would not be diſtaſtefull to you to peruſe a 
"4 menuſcripe z that would put you in mind both of the one and 

the other, M r way of conſolation, and the Method | uſe 


to practice on the fick Grendres, to qual he griefe by ſoothing it, 
been received at Paris with approbations, But although 
F * had all che ſuccetic l could with ; and paſſed for an originall, 
ier the making ſo many Conſolations in the world, yet fince 
" {| Men are till mortall;and under the lawes of Fortune yet you 
{ 3 way judge of t, if yon pleaſe, Sir, withour reſpeR to any pre- 
x creding {enrence upon t. You ſhall moreover decree lovera n 
In the conteſt | had in Holland ſome yeares ſince, the Pleadings 
whereof Mon ſeur now brings you. My Scribe hath added 
to them, the Letter written on the Kid which is yer, in debate, 
$ 20d reterres to that famous Cauſ that divided all the Court - 
Vis into faction. If the Kings ſcrvice remand you to At- 
Une, I would ſeek out ſome other recreations ſor you among 
y papers, But if you ſhould chance to travell the road of St. 
Jun d Angely, and be within fifty ſteppes of Bac ac. L will be 
confident you will not offer me a 2 by icfubog me 
„ 


| * n 
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| LETTER XV. 
To Monſieur the Mar of Montauficr, Governonr and [ity 
tenant General for the King in Alſati, (yt. 


SIR, 1 
Ou wil know by Monficur Cheplain, wich whar reſpeR lu 
ccived the honour you did me, by retaining me in your 


LY 


46 
a viſit, where you may cenferre ſo great favour, on 8 of c 
lord — an H—nnegienk. comfaygtwer Ir is angel} that 
Gble bur you muſt feel ſome temorle for uſing me fo hard foul! 
and without queſtion , you will ſometime or other rake thi 199 
ines to come down the hil into the Valley; and wade ory 9 
rivulet for my ſaue, who would croſs an Arme of the Se 

A net be afraid of the maine Ocean, to give 
teſtimony that I am, en 
SIR, 4 tu 
July.15.1636, Tour, Gr. ne: 
in d 
No 


membrance, But you muſt underſtand from my ſe if bow u > 
an obligation | reſent in the handſome way, whereby you walf II 
ple aſed ro expreſs it. You comfort me Sir, and that moſt gi © 
riouſly , for all the time and paper which hitherto | the = 


loſt : For now though | beve taken pains only for an us 
full Court, and inleafible Grande's, yet ſince you prize i N 

ins at ſo high a rate, | look for nothing from any body: 

ve paid me what ochers did apparently owe me. Can ke for 
that I not only take up your ſpare hours, but cure 'WL 
neſſezand that ſuch tt iſleʒ as were only the paſtime of the di %! 
are become remed es for the afflicted ? Since you find thembij fl 
ſavory, I had rather for your fake call chm the nutrime of 


wiſe men und if they were able to deſerve that name, I w dr 

* Reil ior your ſake ) the fertilicy of that e VI 

ate, who hath ſtrowed France with books, and who lang bes 

counted the leaventy-fifth of his volumes. It ſhould be, che T 

you might be ſupplyed with whole convoyes of them from in * 

. 
ce ui they might not ſu A" 

lack — e 1 ro turns _ 
with Hiſtories and diſcourſes. The great confiderati 

ws this ; Sir, you would afford the ſubject to theſe Hiſtoric 2 

diſcourſes, if they would but give wherewithall ro Y 


rake and at, The ſhare you had in that miraculous ven 


* 
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# ofthe Duke of mer, will not gi leave to luſpe&, bat 
af that 83 you were one ofthe Companions 9 
4 hall be one of the iaberitours of his thoughts : they be 
tht too bigge to be confined in breaſts of an ordinary capacity, and 
=o ile common fouls with their weight 2 But Sir, what 
* F 


do conceive Monſicur Chain and [ promiſe our 

I fel boy yo lo high and excracrdinary, 

7} that, not to lay more, they dant his verle and my proſe and drive 

me almoſt to the ſhitt and of a bare procefitarion, which I make 
in thi place, tha: I am . 
SIR, 


Fu Nov 2. 1638, Tear, Cc. 


LETTER XVI. 


m Lord the Arch-biſhep of Corinih Coadintonr of the Arch- 
hifdoprickof Paris. 


* 
ele, 8 
| I. was enough that you accepted the ſmall preſent I ſent 
eu. too much ro thanke me for fuch inc onſiderable trifle. 1 
enpected not this ſecond favour, and believed the good fortune 
of my book had atiaincd its higeſt at the courteous reception 
mi 304 gave it. But you have done more ; you have with ſpecches 
of commendation conſecrated a homage that was paid you bee 
bs 1 N of * uſt and fear. Who could not 5 
I bi le and penetrating eyes as yours, who pry 
aut the moſt concealed defies, — 1 offended at the ſleigh- 
dest ſtaines? who would not tremble, my Lord, in the behalte 
of compoſitions ſo deformed as mine ; ſo unadorned with the 
Art of the Court; almoſt as irregular as the build ings in our 
Village I do not doubt but they will bi come better improv'd 
tad | but the honour to be neer you, and one ot thoſe happy 
$ ones that heare you,when teaching how to live well. you ex 
mn} Þidirc a pattern of excellent ſpeaking. I count the wane of 
$ thoſe wholcſome and delighttull leſlons, thoſe golden torrents 
nue from your mouth, with which you cnrich your people, 
amongſt the leaſt tolerable calamit ies of wy cxile. It cannot 
a tormenting misfortune to be none of the world in a 
| when the world is fo lovely a ptoſpect: and i is no lit- 
tle act ot moderation to be contented w:th the ſilence of an 
5 Hermitage, now when chere is another Sonne of Thunder in 


ths 


Lend, if i may noe be itte to enjoy it, | am n 


m permic l n * 
to love and Jong afrer it. 1 ſhall with delight bets 
the refle of your Renown in the Letter | expeR from ia 
ur 477 1 will devoure the ſtory of your Advent & 
Lent, is the acclunacions and applauſes of Yeririny 
Relation | de ſire from Monſieur de Menge. It may be, he u 
have ſo much charity as to allow me larger ſhire of his buy 
pine ſle. and. o cherte up my foltude,fend me ſome ſhort 
of thoſe good and lovely things his memory will lay «p16 
mall not be altogether abſent, or at leaſt | ſhall not 
chat is gotten in my abſence, With this thought I wil ende 
to moderate the great dilcontent,in that I cannot be your 
| devout, and atrentive auditour, as | am, 
My Lord, 9 
Dec. t. 1644. 6 Teur, Gr. 


= LETTER AVI. 12 
To Monficur the Prefbpdent Maynard, Counſellour to tbe King, F 


SIR, ) 
T He man ſo much ſpoken of to me is in this country, 
we have already met three or four times. | have ſet 
on him withall my might; 1 have laboured as much as is 
ſible to blot out h unſound opinions, bur | proteſt his 
anc e is greater then my firepgrh, and you may te Il our fr 
of Thoulmre that | have loſt my paines a d my argumentati 
There is no way to make him approve of Lene, as well bc 
ol the preaching in it as the faſting. He judges all Pre 
by two , three Hedge-Pricfts that he hath heard, and 


NN PTTRR ERR 


= 
£ 


FF 


that all ſermons begin eher with The valjen! Copteine g 
lant, or The learned Philoſopber Socrates , or, Pliny in bis netwd ; 
Hifery,or P euſenias in Arcadicis: he urges to me continually M g 
Buon þcr le Predice, and the Riſervate queſſ» per is Predica of | _ 
Cardinall Hippelines of Ede, when any merry fellow of buff , | 
miliars ſpoke umpertinently before him. He doth not fo Bing 
Mort al ina ineptiſftinmus , excepto uno Penigerels, He om 
and comments upon theſe precepts that an old Doctour ami ( 


young Batchelour ; Percute Cathedrem fortiter; 1efpice e. 
torvis oculis, et nibil dic od yropof tum, et bene predicebis. 11 
{ncr him, that it is not juſt to conſider things in that coiru 


. 
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eee once plunged into, fince now they are re · eſtated in 
* mitive purity : and reformation hath ſucceeded diſor - 
Er. before him when it comes tomy turne, the met ĩt 

of our oh Gomes , and Bt: but he replyes to me againe, 

chat according to my uſuall cuſtome 1am }.berall even to 
Frodigality , and that | beſtow great words and illuſtrious 
tales en every day inthe year, He maintaines that chote good 
Fathers , are dead long tince without f c. It he could, he 
mould introduce the Greek cuſtome into the Latin Church: he 
would have ancient Homilyes rcad to the people, and a o- 
Aaien to make new ones for them. if he durſt, he would do 
all hin devocions in his Study, and be auditour to none but his 
books, What h to be done with this perulant morole fellow, 
this headfirong opinative man, this ignorant pretender to rea 
ſoa alt comes in my head to ſhe him that admirable Extra 
which you ſent ime, and I do not think ir will be any hard mat - 
ter to put that off to him fora tranſlat on of a Greek Father 
which was preached at St. Febn en Cr ve; yea for a Farther of 
the fr ſt cla in both Churches There needs nothing tor this 
to pur Antioch in ſtead of Pari: and tranſlate Eyeamed 
4 nd erde rw ay lu into French. | fre no other .uuicto 
F draw hin into & better conceit of our Eccleſiaſticall Rheto- 
rque. He muſt be cheated tor his own good: and w thout doubt 
he will admire thatasa Homily, which he would not abide if 


he were told it were a Sermon » | am, 
SIR, 


N, Sr. 


Jun. 5, 1645. 


LEITER XVII 
To Monfteur Mie nage. 


SIR, 
| Am not afraid to loſe brave Grmey favour for my Ep gramme 


ot © of the boarſe Nightingale, He is not backward in taking 
| effence, for he is only ambitious of military verive, andren 
bers che taunt of Philip to 4/exander, Art thou nt «(hams d ro fing 

| fo well It he doth not make exceeding gold vc ev, wt only 
cicero and other Roman Conſulls but D f˙ν,eH the ty ant, and 
ſome other ty ants roo Whom 1] will not nominare, hav the 

a ame fare. You may tell him, if it plea e %, thor as | have 
e in an Ep.g:amme for a ſcurvy et, will hold hm 

ch for a great ſouldicr, m_ | write his Encomium in Pie f 


* 


HEE 
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dad ſyeak in good earneſt, Eſpecially, Sir, I will not gn, 
—— other, de the Alper ;a0d above all that tame 
Combat at Manns (i had the tory from hu one mouth) whey 
he layed che dreadiull Captain 'Brancelevn, ſprawling on «s 
fot The L adics who law him fight, out at their winded 


3 


F IT ww 


ich | had from hem too) called him a hundred times 
of France, and hope of Italy + they cry'd our two bas 
dred tim s Cong live Gomes ; after is v .fhory, they flung han & 
many buckers of Jailamane an4 Ora me Bowe: water, with ſock 
a ſtorme of perfumed egg, that they had i be ro have fmeeks | 
red him. Is not here cnough to comfort han alundanly agai 
ſome triwiall diſgraces befalne hm at the gat of Monheur t 
Catdinall But he badet e. here more fe id conſolation 
are all the lawrells of your Parnefſur , and your ia work 
that he crownes hinfelfe with , when be gathers it from te 
Weſtphalia Hamme, and :clares his advent; cs na | avert? 
If you ſee han, pat him in hopes of theElogy | 2m (: 1d y ag, 
rell;ſh the Epigramme | ſend you. as he ſhuuld do. l am, 
SI 


Dec. 20. 1645. Teur, Ce. 


LETTER XIX. 
To wy Lord, the Bijhop of L iſeux. 


$1K. * _ 
I Have done what you commanded me, You will recti cala 
Monſieur your Secretary the papers of that gentleman, thi iclte 


writes ſocxcellently and yer cannot ipell ; that ſo haf bu. 
makes uſe of the h gbeſt figure of Rheroiique , and yet ne for | 
learnt ſo much as the +lements of Grammai. He is ignores 
the uſe of comma and points, yer never failes to marend na | 
et ven and juſt periods, He tamiliarily puts a gieat Letter dei 
where there ſhould be a little one, and never knew the dil cred 
ence between Kit and Chute, If he write to his miſtris in falls 
City concerning blcarts or Haires, you would take him ral. 
M man; for you ſhall ſce nothing but Harts and Hates. Mee 
be gotten his learning at the Univerſity by the uſuall wat 
he would be no greater a ſcholler then other men are? 
might be ſought for among the crowd of thoſe Sir Domi 
whercef there are legions in every province of this King 
I ut you will grant me that he is 1emarkeable by his fingels 
ty, and that his defect of Latin, and ſcarcity of ſuch like for 


* 


* 


oh 
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do more illuftrate the grandeur and riches of his birth: 
i being the (rſt of his kind , he deferves a crown, by Ariffei/es 
; — and tor — or — rome 0. controvei he, 
three or diſpure for it; a phil my 2in- 
mace is of opinion he ſhould pur greg orndatingy frag oi 
A excellent and commendable quality of a- la. | hall 
7 within a ſhort tine, know whether you will give han your 
{ mice, and whether your opinion jumpe with either of the Phi- 
lo the meane time, l re 
My Lord, 


al? Sep. 13. 1540. Tour, (Fc. 


LETTER AX. 
To Monfcur the Earle of la Motte Fenclon, 


SIR, | | 
| 2 u very pretty wench , I conſeſſe z ſhe may make an 
# Whom woman, I confeſs that too. As her wit hath nothing 
artist, fo her carriage bath nothing of fondactie : She can 
iwer, I and Ne reaſonable well. — ſometimes ventures furs 
ther , with ſucceſſe too: when the is at a pley, ſhe does not en- 
et the company to inftruR her when ſhe Id laugh; nor 
n th: be aid to be ugly of ber oge, ſince in the judgment of 
F Madam the Marchionefic of ', the Divell was 
4 handlome when he was 2 But here is a ftory would adde 
ty to the moſt ditmall place on Earth, you make your 
elle ſant with both Sylvie an-! A. She hath none 
out ordinary endowments, and he not any tolerable qualities 
for chere is a leſſe eſteem to be ſet upon his melancholly per- 
fon, then all the tatter d parcells of his groaning manſon : he 
I perulanc fellow, whoſe penſiveneſſe ſullyes the ſctenit y of 
ou the moſt ſun-ſhiny day, and diſturbs the jollity of the met ſa- 
cred holy-dayes. He ficepes ill a · nights, and then every morning | 
foule upon the whole world; and curſes mature in gene- 
rall, He is ofcumes fo retired into himſe lfe, that he would not 
out to meet a Lega 4 Letere 3 and if Good fortune ſhould 
in perſon to viſ hen, ſhe might light upon a day in che 
that the gate ſhould be 2 her z although ſhe 
tell her name, to gaine admittance. You muſt conſe ſle 
man of this humour is to be beloved, bur in the way of Chri- 
That is the utmoſt of obedience which can be allowed 
ats of 2 the authociry of * 
2 
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1 conclude then, Sir , that you commit an a& of too grande] 
charity, to defire o n company. For though it ie 
mey ac ſetv e good mens ptty, yet | cannot their curiobty, Ya 
arc wealthy in the gifts of Heaven, and the true riches of 
kind; how comes i to paile that being ſuch a Magazine of 
and ycrtue, you lock attcr any wahout your ſcite , elpecully 
where there i« ſo little 7 why are you lo p<rſwaded with . | 
parent delert - why will you tak: a pure tor the love of a; 
wh cannot be loc:able with yo haifc an hour, though In. 
lolye to be during wy whole life, | 
b SIR, 
April. 12. 163. Tour, (Fc. 


LETTER XXI. 
| To Menfcur de Platlac Maire. 


SIR, : 

Hat would you do with me at Paris? Is it a defigne 
ſhew nie at St. Germatnes Faire, like a beaſt come 

ol the Indies > of :t this ce too ignoble a ſimilitude, 
you ule me inſtead of a fle: and tell me, what a Gallant 
duce ſaid to inc | bave promrjed you to dey to ſuch « Monſirnr, 
to morro to ſuch « Lady - i am atraid | ſhould often make 
foifcir your promiſe. Bur g ant that | were aman eaſie w 
led; and that you brought me into Great Meetings: 
even there both you and | ſhould loſe our reputation. 
Miracles you had promiſed , would not have power enough 
work upon the ciedulny of old wives; and if you were 
called M-untcbank in drown right te-: mes, thel: expre 
would come te you wraptup in a little cleaner tiffany. 
would bc upbraided for putring your judgment to a venture, 
miſapplicat on of your eloquence, and making an Elogi m 

artan Ague. | have nothing fit to pleaſe the nice wor 

tell me of, nothing to dazzle the eyes of curious people: 
i in my early youth, I * in me ſomething leſle cloudy, 
duk, do you imagine ſo faint a luſtre could fo long e 
againſt the ruſtineiſe of the Country, and the contagion d 
examples? This is now the tenth yeare of my exile: ina 
ter time then this, an 1th'nian would have become a Fg 
and the ſonne of Koman parents would have loſt all the ri 
and immnnitics of his birth. I am not then in the mind, 
your favour , to diſplay at Court the imperte & ions J ha 
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quired in the Country, Give me leave not ro carry thither the 
coorle evidences of a long ablence, and got th lay worſe, a 
Forraincr's comportment which | have got, and ſhouid hardly 
be ridde of it will be ſufficient, and it may be too much, f 
hold ary «1nd of corre (pound; nce with that N. ion, and it trem 
time to te fone of ny papers fly thihet. But is jt poſſible 
that ce ent Lady hath ſer fo high a yalcw upon ſuch an in- 
confkeclrab c thing That vgn who hath not yet met with 
any thug + thy vt her, who hath rected the lacridfices of 
Dem- d, 10 docs not fo much as vouchiate a look upon the 
cm, it nee and Peeres, when a lover proftrares them ar 
her icet e ry joy (wells with theſe (excellent dings, and 
how 1 tha pla. am ata Rand tor !{herorrq e and cxclama- 
tions but they will be N onger and more peiſwaſive from a 
p:rionall delivery ; there you hall dizbuile a complement 
fre me at the Louvre, and | p;omilc to repay it when you ſhall 
have an occaſion to uſc another in the univerſity. I am paſſi - 


onate ly, 


SIR | 
: Your, Cre. 


Jan. 1. 1644. 


CTETITER XX 
To Monfieur Conrart, Ceunce/lour and Secretary to the King. 


SIR, 

T appeares then you endure my abſence with gricfe , and 

out of your tender heatt complaine o my _— > You 
thing | might find a Roome for me at Paris, and with for me as 
a piece wanting to the finiſhing up of that lutle world Your 
handlome chdings , and obliging wiſhes hare great influence 
upon me: ſo that if a vow had confine d me to tac delart, and l 
were as £calous as | am humorous, I confeſſe ou have written 
Fwy able to tempt my devot on. But all things well conſi - 
dercd, Sir, it is better to conccale impe t fectians hete; then ex- 
pole them where you are, that is in the moſt publique and te- 
markeable place ot the world, what ſhoild | get by carrying 
| my diqquiets, and my Feaver ſo faire > the trouble ſome remo- 
wal would encumber ie, and afford no delight to you, I 
ſhould bring along with me a face either to fright you,or move 
compaſſion in you; beſides, fince thoſe p/oduftions which you 
eſtecm, are the moſt tolcrable part of my le lfe, me thinks you 


might take it well that 1 have choſen you, to ſend them to 
d 3 | | and 


. , rae Ee} 4 a 2 fa yd 
"OT tu” I - 
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with roſes for me. I do not think | could remove out of thadeię 


Book Il 
2nd you are bound to commend rhe diſcretion of a fick 
ther will conycric with none but only _ his geod hours. 

Mall believe them ſuch, when they have accommodated y 
with any plcaſing recreation, and ſhall never reckon wy ef 
totally unhappy if you ever doe me the favour to love me wel, 


and be lic ve that | am perſe & ly. 


SIR, 
Jul. 24 1647. Tow, Gr. 


DIX 23 5G453% 2 


x” LETTER XXIII. 


Te the Reverend haber Herculcs,Provincidl of the fathers of 
Chriftien Dorise. | 


Reverend Father, 
yo God that your race is finiſh'd & that you are come a 


home into 8 place of reſt, This good newes found mea} 


fo ill a condition, that you ſee I have been nece ſſitated theſe ia 

months ta deferre my cong ratu lat ions of it. | had Winter ml 

all her Clouds in my head. I had neither a diſtinguiſh 

Yoyce, nor an articulate found. I was only able to gr 

and Murmur —— .Now,the inundation i abated, 

1 begin to deſcry ſome appearance and probability of Serena 
Aut video, aut vidiſse auto per n, Golem. 

But on the other fide the vapours of my melancholly 
it alwayes nieht in my foule, and the ſmalleſt ray of . 
not ſhine into it. You perceive from hat | would my 
but there is no way for me to eſſect that which, you ſay, * 
pleaſure of Hcaven, 

If the power you have there, were great enough to cha 
December into Mey, to ſtrew all the way betwixt this and Fl 


After the ſeaſon were changed, you muſt metamot phaſeme wy 
and ſo conſequently worke a ſecond Miracle : you muſt di 
that charme that confnes me to this Little ſcantling of grow 
| Atqut tit bm divine perticulam dure. 

Tour eloquence is very ſorceable, and your confiderartic 
ry prevalent to draw me to you, you have writen me ſuch us 
as would have perſwaded Saint Antbeny, and Saint h 
Hermite;andſuch as I cannot oppoſe with other words, 1® 
lay, chat thoſe good fathers were in the deſart, and you wt! 


. 
» 


4 
4 
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reckon mee among the immovenbles uf that Walke you ſaw, 

Ut mr, ut colles uirideſque immora C areata Prata mei. What 
will you ſay to the exttavagancy of this Jargon? It is farre from 
che regularity and cevenneſſc of your ſtyſe. Well, ſome o- 
ther tmc my French may be leſſe Latinized, and my profclefle 
rer ſifyed: bur i am ſo weary with talking cver-gravely of late, 
that | was forced to alt r my cuſtome, to try whether I could 
recover my ſe lie. You will ſee the markes of this forc t and ler 

vity in ſome ting which "7 Nephew will dcliver you, 
| e haih eipeciall Order from all the family you love, to aſ- 
fare you, you ate perfectly honoured there: For . I ſo 
reverence your vertue, that if I might be permitted, I weuld 
willing} lt by Hercules ; and ſay, Me Hercule as weil as 
| Cardinal Bembo, or Caidinall Sadelet; but my Heraules is not 
lde theirs, a Sonne of Fupiter and Alcmens : nor is he Heraules 
the furious, f i 

Ni fu rer ille ſacros agitat qui numine vate f, 
In furor Ille nuns. 

Accepe of my d vot ion, | beſcech y u, and do me the hon- 
our to believe, that 1 am, even with all my loul, 

Revercnd Father. : ; 

Dec 15. 1643. Tow, &c. 


LETTER XXIIII. 
To Monfrur the Chevalier de Mere. 


SIR, 
3828 is, in truth, a fine thing; but there would be a de- 
light in it were there but ſometimes a friend of your good- 
nefſe, to whom it might be told ſo. Idlencile, is called the 
lood of the gods, and of mes like them, but it is when Scipie and 
LA taſle it together. It 1 were your ne-ghbour, how deep- 
ly thould we be ingag'd in matters of moment > What learned 
walkes we (hould make } How rich ſheuld l be, policing the 
Originall of thoſe good things you write to me? | wou}d not 
envy the Court for her Delicacies of wit, her ſincerity of judg- 
ment the Graces and the Flouriſhings your Letter me ation: 
But if you do not buy a Houſe in Angouloie, thele are but wi- 
# ſhes which vaniſh upon the paper and confidering the ſtate 
* Ian in, Poitiers is as fatte from me as Conflantineple, You 
ive me no hopes of this: 1 am afraid } am condemned to 


in for ever in this little corner of the world, 1 all be 
S4 : ever 
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| ever abandoned to myevill Angell, and my ſad thoughy 
there is neither remedy , mitigation, nor compaliion takea 
my mileries, Indeed, they are very great, I am an Hypoeri 
whenſoever | would be tho ht good company. 
| fuch as | am, there is none more then 1, 
SIR, 

Jun. 6. 1646. Tour, Oc. 


LETTER XXV. 
To Monfienr de St. Chartres, of the Kings bigh Councell. 


SIR, 
He bufinefle of the Biſhoprick may ſuccced , and 
meane, yo"! propound are not very difficult: but 
friend is reſolved not to make uſe of the eaſieſt. He too 
underſtands his own unworthineſſe, to enterta ine that hi 
conceit you would put in his head: and he hath read Sa 
cin ſoilome t books of the Prieſt- hood with roo much 
tion, not to be att aid of a burden, formidable even to 
ſtrength of Angells : he dares not ſay to his ſhoulders, as Sai 
Bernard did. Vet it is a burden that even the weakeſt defire 
ci y: there is no Pedant but wiſhcs te be laden berd withi 
This is the drift of ſo many Preachers, and that which fo 
ſermons aime at. But let them runne , and let us beat 
Let us not fer the Goſpel], nor Saint Paul on work to lollis 
our PRO : they are worthy of a better employment. 
not let us, inſtead of ſerving God, make uſc of Him. Ir is 
rer to be a Catechumeniſt all ones life- time, and dy at 
Church doore, then enter into the Sanctuary at a breac 
by Ambition; How I like the Country and retirement ! how 
pitty the diſtempers and the feavers of Comperitours | 
no other diſeaſe but that „ I ſhould be the ſoundeſt man in 
world, and though your good will odliges me in this preſes 
19" I beſeech you, believe, that 1 am without hopes or n 
reſt, 


E Wer gFrargrreez essere g rise. 


SIX, 
Aug. 4. 1639. Tour, Ct. 


4 
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E ANI. 
To the Reverend Father de Marin, « Divine of the Socier of 
Fejus. 


Reverend father, 

Yi carried away my good dayes with you. Since your de- 

parture, | have not paſicd any one without girefe or pain. 
Even the good intervallcs of my dilcale have been 9d 
toothers , not my lelfe : and the weakenefic of people on the 
mending hand, which is pr ivile i ged every where clic, hath not 
been able ro get me diſpenled with, for 2 labours which 
require a per fect health. At length, after all, I am at leiſute, 
and have overtaken the Ayril- ſunne, who beſſowes ſtrengih on 
me as he receives it himſclfe. Bleſſed be this Viſible ſonne of the 
ivifie Father , you know it bath been called fo heretofore. 
He bath already put me in pofiefion of my walks: he will 
ſhortly digeſt and put inc the waters that are preſcribed to you: 
he hanſelte will make ready your bathes, and cure you by luz- 
wious med ic ines: when it v ſo, will you not be 8 man 4 
ward, and come neeie our De ſart : will you not come and con- 
widure to my amendment, by the vicinuy of your vertue, and 
the preſence of your good examples +1 onely beg ge you one day 
na week, But | ſpeak in earneſt, rather then not ine this 
four, I will ſet all my friends on work at Reme, to the great 
Matie Uitelleſchi. He would not deny you to the Savages it they 
had need of you: Shall | be leſſe favourably dealt withall then 
the people of Canada and do you runne more haſtily to an un- 
knuwne harveſt then a choſen one? Jou ſee whither my deſite 
of not being tarre from you , and of ſcmetimes enjoying your 
holy and learned converſation, tranſports me. Limit your am- 
dition for my lake. Be not jealous of the honour ot your Compa- 
ions 2; ruminate not en the ir famous conqueſts, nor propound 
to your ſelſe the converſion of Rirgdemes and Kings: fix your 
ſelte to this little corner ofthe world, and out of humility be 


| an 4% flle to your friend. 


Sic erit ʒet voti facies, Marine, potentem 
Balxacinm, exanguemque dab is pingueſcere terram; 
Cum propior largos Calo demiſer is imbres. 
T conjure you to this, from the bottome of my hearr, and am 


paſſionately, 
Revcrend father, | 
Ap. 27, 1644, ' Tour, Cc. 0 
& et- 
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- LETTER XXVII. - 


To the Reverend father Deftrades a Divine of the Society of þ 
ſus, Superieur of the cloiſter in Bout deaux. a 


Reverend Father, 3 
\ 7 Hen you do a deed inke you 
VE . » or Rong Mer alacriry, - 
the way wherewich you oblige, is commonly a ſecond obi 
tion, Bur I leave the Chapter concerning the buſmeſſe i 
ion, to Madam C igel, to give you thanks in 
own words for your perfumed Rolaty. I eftcem it m ch gh 
er for ing to me ou, then for comming from Þ 
to yau : for I know your Raple trafficke is in heaven, fig 
whencs grace diſtils upon devotion. Queſtionleſſe. it will i 
auſpicious to me i it will do much more then you lay : far 
will impart zeale to me which I want, and make it accepia 
after the conferring it upon me: So this ſweet odour 
makes the ſacrifices agrerable, will not be wanting to thats 
my prayer, Ei per te, mi aptime ( dulciffime pater, eti am is ci 
delicieber. In the mean time, I muſt telf you, here is ſtrange tam 
of your paſſion againſt Spaiazor, to ſpeake more properly, # 
gainſt Caf ils. Are you certain Saint Ignatius au | 
vier will not take it ili at your hands that you declare ſo op 
ly for the King of Peg do you know what their a; 
are in ſo nice a buſineſs, and upon a Queſtion fo problemats 
call 7 however, Reverend Father, you cannot be bl 
being a loyall Frenchmgn * there 1s no danger to be fear, 
nor d to be runne in opinions of State: remember eva 
that verſc in Hemer that ſayes, To ſerve ones Country is u 
Temples and to do an «ff ofReligion, Once more | thank you 
my Roſarie : bur | muſt acquaint you with all mat | repo} m 
more confidence in your prayers, then my own do not wy 
we then, if you pleaſe, when you recommend your well 
beloved to our Lord. and I am from the bottome dt al. 
foule, Reverend farher, an 


dat; 4 
, 


* 
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Mar. 12. 1641. Teur, &. ye! 
. LETTER XXVIII. Co 
0 

To Madam, Ihe Merchioneſſe of Rambouiller. th 

| Madam, co 


Have nat yet received the preſent you were pleaſed to hs m 
our me withall; but — ene 


t ne hb 
ugh my 
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i Monſieur Chalein, I was not able any longer w ſuppreſs 


* within mymind che acknowled gements } owe you tor it: and yet 


. are uch Madam, that it is not caſic to draw them out of 
che theught into the expreflion, without loſing ſomewhat in 


ub conveyance. To cloathe them in ordinary words were too 


ry great an abaſement of them: and in conſcience | never had 
nere need of that officious Hure which aides eur good inten- 
ta, which diſcha: geth che poor mans debts, and, not content 

w defcride things to their juſt value, doth inhaunce them in- 


bay above themſelves. You are acquainted with it, Madam, 


under the famous name of Hyperbole 3 and { muſt conſeſſe 


"7 to you I have poorly abandon'd it almoſt eighteen yeares ago, 


cut of a cowardly fear which the ieproa ches and calumnies of 
enemies created in me, without Queſtion very much to my 

| — : for leaſily ſoreſee, that wanting its ſuccour to 
7 thank you magnificently,as I de ſired, I muſt be conftrained to 
$ ſerve wy ſelie of the fimplicity of my mother tongue, and on- 
totell you, as another mortall would, that I am highly 

ged to you for your Pre ſent: yet | will adde, Madam, but in 
the extreameſt rigout and ſeverity of truth, That the only news 
e tha Preſent, hath intirely changed the face of my tortune, 
and ſeerns to have placed aboundance where before was poverty. 
If you pleaſe, I ſhall take the Liberty to expound my meaning, 
and render you an account of the preſent eſeate of my affaires: 
Tas moſt certain, the wrath of Heaven is this year fallen upon 
our Country; and that for my own particular, I have not been 
more favourably treated then my neighbours, But though the 
x le haile and froſt in the month of , have ſaved 
us the labour of gathering our Vintagein September, and left us 
nothing but the lad remainders of their prey; though the pro- 
miſing cares of corne have deccived our expeRation, and yiel- 
ded an inconſiderable barveſt, C l demand your pardon Ma- 
dam tor theſe village expreflions ) though on the other ſide, 
all the Avenues of the Exchequer are moſt ſtrictly guarded 
and juſteſt grarifications eſcape not from ir but with difficulty; 
yet for my own part lam nothing ſenſible of all theſe bed 
$;they. are mistortunes that concerne not me, and 

you, madam, are alone the cauſe that I complain not either of 
the inc lemency of heavens, the barrennefic of the earth, or the 
covetouſneſſe of the State. By meanes of you, never year was 
more plentifull, nor more happy te me then this: for having 
loſt mewhat in ignoble and common things, may 1 nor be 


more 
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more juſtly thought a gainer, fince your hand males 
: — - — in things of rarity and value} 
Eſſences of Jaſmin, flower of Orange, muse and Amber 
But Madam, what will the preciſet tore of people lay rod 
and what anſwer ſhall I make to the generation of ſevere 
who will think it ſtrange that a man making profeſſion ot 
gality ſhould bring into his deſart rhe delights and luxury 
the Court ? that a lolitary perſon ſhould have bis boxes tal 
Frangipane gloves ; he, I ſay, who in reaſon, ſhould be com 
with a paire of mittens every winter ? I ſhall not heie er 
your to make his apology , ot to juſtific that by reaſon whe 
may be defended by authority, and by the example of one ui 
had credit enough to ſound a SeR. It will not become me, 
dam, to be better, or more wiſe then Ariftippias , who knen 
well the art of mixing pleaſure and remperance tog ther: 
did not at all condemne the uſe of innocent pleaſures; hee 
make a difference betwixt ſtinks and perfumes, and was ned 
ing inclined to believe, that aromaticall odours were infe&in 
One day above the reſt he decla: d himſelfe more openly i 
on this ſubject: an impertinemt asker of queſtions, fell ups 
him in a great afſembly, and having held ſome diſcourſe 
him,concerning the auſterity to be — in the lives of 
lolophers, upon the ſuddainc, thinking to put him to the 
captiouſly I , who it was in the company that ime 
' ſtrong ot pertumes,, tis I, anſwered Arifiippus , and anct 
vretch more unhappy then my ſelfe, known by the name of 
King of Perßa. Shall I take the boldnefle , Madam, to rank 


8 
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| ſelfe as the third finner of that urder, and dare ro intrude f 
ſo noble a ſociety > Yes Madam, for once I ſhall century} = 
march by the fide of this King and Philoſopher who 8 

| themlſclves ; and have ſome reaſon to believe, | poſſeſſe du 

tages above them both, becauſe in their time, they had nei 0 
a Madam, nor a Madamoyſelle de Ramboxiflet , to ſe lect, u b 

preſent them with thoſe pertumes. The Latine Poeſy makes} | 


vaunt of certaine Eſſences which Venus and the loves her ch 
| dren made preſent of to a Romane Lady; bur thoſe Effence 
Madam, which I expect, are ſent me by a nobler hand, ches 
that Common Venus and her Cupids; tis the true Venus U 
and her adorable daughter; tis vertue it ſelſe embodied, 
become viſible to the eyes of mortalls; tis perfection deſcer 
from its heavenly habitation, which does me this day the h 
our to regale me. I make wy publique boaſt of it: I look up 
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all che ric hes and poſfeſſions of the earth as things below me, 
y but as there is no glory in the world which equalls mine, I 
muſt alſo beg your bcliefe there are no acknowledgments can 
rye with mine, though yet the greateſt pait of them remaine 
wrhin my heart, and cannot make any outward appearance 
T bur imperte ly in the proteſtation which | make, to be allwayes 
with reſpect and vencration, 

MADAM, 


Tour, (Fc. 


SETTER ANI 
To M:nfienr Coſtar, 


SIR, 
1 received your Paſtills, your Powder, and your Cuſhi- 
onets of Odours, But what do you expect 1 ſhould ſay of 
them + 7 hey are no mortal] things, nor ate they to be commen- 
ded in humane ter mes. lore, the ſpring, the ſunne, and Mar- 
Sel never produced ſo faire a fruit of the it united labours, or 
made any thing ſo excellent 8s theſe perfumes. Our Doctor 
ſweares they are better then thoſe of Venus when ſhe appear d 
to her ſon Ane a: upon the bank of a River in Lybia. Vet Virgil 
| who is net ſo prod gall of Divinity as the Poets his ſucceflours, 
tires them the appel lation of divine. 
Ambroſ e que come diviaum vertice odorem 
Spiravere—. | 
For your Table books I look on them, and conſider, but dare 
oF not adrentute to uſe them. I make a conlcicnce of touching fo 
faire things, with ſuch coorſe haads as mine. The plates, 
guilding, and lively colours have been beſtowed on them with - 
aut parhmony. They would have been fit Regiſters for the 
tes Private Cabinet of Ceſar and Cleopatra. I do not think, when 
the Conquering God read a lecture to the Muſes his ſcholars, 
they had luch handſome Note- books as theſc , wherein chey 
diligently wr it after him. 
Bacchum in remot ic carmina rup ibis 
Vidi docentem, Nymphaſque diſcentes, c. 

You know the reſt in Latin, but not in Ital ian, for I juſt now 
receiv'd theſe verſes from Florence, where they were made the 
laſt month. ; 

Jo vidi ( il giuro, et ſe mia lingua mente 
Con furia procelloſa 75 
Schiantin le viti mie grandini acerbt) Vidi 
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Val il Padre Lies Gefo fri P ce, 


ſu eetr« cr e 
Tratter & auerie er plettro lncente 
Vidi le Ninfc intente 
Sterfene al cents & d le voci argute 
eee 
ou re t the c u pon you viate 24 
from my ſubject hy can. The reaſon is becaulc I do not inee 
to flubber over a thanks to you for exquiſite preſents. 1 
prepare my ſelſe a whole moneth for it. I think of conſult 


SIR 
Know nor bow 1 dare undertake to write to you: for int 
& condition lam, l can with truth aſſure you, that 1 do nn 


all my Muſes and to look over all my common places % $ 
have a mind to take a potion for chat put poſe, and be let blau 

that my ſpirits may be clearer and all my faculties more tap T 

and adi ve. I moſt humbiy kifſe your hands ana am with # din 

SIR, 120 

Sept. and 1644. Your, Oc. | Fa 
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LETTER XXX. ö 1 

To the ſame. F pla 

un 

my 

out 


my Letter. | kin 
Ia me tots ruens Hen. tt 

Ar Hon deſerntt | 
If men Hyems grate your care, it does more miſchiaſe rowh \ 
Eyes. But then | have an other way to cxprefic my ſelf, of c 
Me nebuld rurpi, multo me Jupiter imbre wh 
Agne omni premmtAais. De mitior almã * 
Lace frui, Pater, et formoſum redde ſerenum, 7 no 


I do not beg iter for the drying up my Rheume, and ot} Re 
of my Nole; but meer ly chat | may be in a condition to a Je 


your kindaeſſe, or, it you will have any more in the lang the 
of che immortall Gods, =) 
Ut ſeltem Ambroſie F ore immortal is oderę bol 
Muneribuſque twis fruar, à vel Regibus aquie Hn 
Par Arabum, Co flarde, anime. thr 


la earneſt, Sir, your perfumes arc admirable,chey are even ba dic 
ter then tho'c ot the laſt ycare zand if my Rhetorick about thaf "2 
ſub ect were not quite exhauſted, they ſhould be attended will} 3 
as ample thanks as the divine Arienice —= I am vibe 
reſerve, ; | 


SIR, Teur, oc, 
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TLM 
THE THIRD BOOK. 


ESTER 
To Monſieur Menage. 


SIR, 


© obey you, I have read the Spaniſh Philoopher's Book 
s ſecond time. The title alwayey pleaſed me excee- 
# dingly;bur 1 cannot ſay any mare of the reſt, then whar | told 
J Gentleman of my familiaritix, who fiſt mencion'd it ro me. 
F 1 could not find what | ſ@rght in it, and in my opinion the Arr 
of the WE required all the ſuſici ncies of our Gaffendus to be 
ny d anſwerably to irs mer. The Spaniard 1s in many 
#F places enervare and fecble, in others too ſubtile and abſtrac- 
re: and repeates the ſame matter ſo often, that his ſixe Books ' 

# wight be reduc'd to leffe rh-n the halte of that number with- 
out u injury to his ſubjet. A moderne Oratour termed this 
kind of Tanwogie, The dancing the C amterics in « Buſbell. And a Po- 

| et of antiquiry ſaid it was, 

1 num ponere ferculis e ee | 
wt Which way be cxprefled in ordinary ſpeech, The ſerving up 
of one 2 in a dozcm or two of diſhes. Bur | beſeech you Sir, 
what ſiniſter advice, what viſion or extravagance mov'd this 
Jobn Auſebius to cite almoſt perpetually, ſuch aut hors as have 

no authority; and were ſcarce ever heard of? 1 his is giving 
# people for ſureries, for whoſe credit certificates and picdges, 
yea pawns and engagements of bodies, might be required in 
_ cticular r cannot tell hat ranke © 
lveſſer, a Barlaa u C iracenßt, or an Odo Cluniacenſis, ſnou 
bold among the genuine and — Fathers of theChurch. 
Mis beares the Character of th: ſame 7 | 
throughout, All the way he ſicaines his wits in queſt of r- 
diculous noveltics both in things and words, chat he may ſeern 
to renounce the dialeR of the Schools, and to ſpeske Hike a 
man of another Country, he compounds ſuch a gibberiſh of 
his own 2s farte exceeds the obſcurity and canting of the 
DeQors, and is likewiſe no leſſe ſavage and remote * rhe 

omane 


64 Cheeſe Letters, Book | 
Romans puricy. He himſclf is the Planter of his | 
and raiſes a new rebellion of his own head againſt c 
thn with how much ind cavour and violence + His em 
painet are perſpicuous in the defeRs of his ſtyle. He 
to fall, where other men flip unwittingly, He do's nar 
his Galamaufry unawares , bur tis his ayme to plunge his 
inte it. la a word, intending to ſpeak clegantly, le ſpeata 
fardly with curiofuy , and makes choice ot all his bade 
fons, Could i polſlibly be, that this man had the lik 
s De P. | do noc believe he is of any great © 
with the Jcluits ; 1 mean, the Jeſuits of Paris, who have ah 
tet pallat then thoſe of Medrid. I am confidene,chat in thay 
ticular at leſt the dreadful Petevins is of the ſame opinioa wi 
the redoubtable Salm. Inftcad of him | read the 
your mrs aithour wearineſs. It ſeems to me more 
and new, at the tenth reading then at the firſt, How 
it would have provok'd the laughter of the Cardinal of 
How wil it plcaſc the Cardinal Bentivegite, and with wha 
ſteem wil the father Strada regard the {alt and delicate 
in it · He who ſometimes {miles after a Roman manner, and 
as exquiſite at ingenious raillery as your ſc lf: But if you 
ſee the Elogrum ot his Life all at length, you may plcale th 
- | what l have written of it to the father Socrates , and ali 
bim, I commend the other Latine Sat yres he ſent me wi 
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ſame Language. 5 
fia, licei ingentis Paenſz, Hintiadaque ſeperbi, N 
Nomina c ferent, 
I am evet affcauonarcly, 
| SIR, 
Nov. 4. 1643. Tour, &r. 


LETTER II. 


To Monſieur de 


SIR, | 
I Have lately received newes that gives me very ſenſible! 
L prebenfions of diſcontent. Monſieur Coſſar was an Eye-· 
nels of oe ger : and it is moſt certain, thatifa 5 


DEF FFe e 


Philoſopher made me loſe your favour , 1 ſhould nor cably deſi 
reconciled with Spajze, not even after the pacification of MF +: + 
—— | writ you my opinion, I did nec imagine it w | 


ve been injurious to your judgment, for I conceiv'd Sit, Jt (end 


Y ook UI. Chaiſe Letters. 65 
S hot rob me, chat ſome men cry'd up this Modern Deftor, bur 


| L 
a that had any affe tion for him your ſelf. Had Ich ughe 
A S of any ſuch thing, 1 am not ſo bad a Courticr, 2+ to 

y contradicted you, ina buſineſs of fo lutle im- 


* —— , and my particular conceits ſhall alwayes be leſs 
_ — 
10 


he eontentat ion of my frii nd. Therefore b 

inpute the miſtake that is tallen our, either to the 

. of my x we at the time you ſpokc to me of the 
fre, or to the defect of my underſtanding when | (cad ir. 

"3 Aad do me the favour to believe that though I am nt a 

Ol fed der with Jobennes Enſebins Nicrendergiu & ſocictare Jeſu, 
I yet | amv leſs really, 


SI 
Jaly.s. 1644. 8 Tay, Oc, 


LETTER III. 
To Menfexr Gombauld, 4 Chanter in the Charch of 
Sainctes. 


1. 
Tue Dialogue you did me the favour to ſend me was taken 
= from nd. gr ſawe day | rectived it, and ſince that 
une has paſf'd through fo many hands, that l cod never be 
.F maſter of it till this day. I have newly read t with ſuch a like · 
ing and reliſh as I ſhall retaine a long while in my fancy,and I 
<onfeſs that ſuch kind of Dialogue i we had any in our Lan- 
| would bring me out of [.ove with thoſe of Plato. This 
traR, ſince you would know wy opinion of it, i; a Library 
F in Epitome, a magazine in a packet, and a Dadaluu- hop where 
F all zhe utenſils move of themſe lves, and all the matcralls are 
alive, It deſcrves this laſt attribute upon a particular account, 
being not only the juice and quinretience of the ancient Sages, 
bur more, the Lite and Soul of their wiſdome : he is ſo dexirous 
ia reduceing ſpeculition to uſe, and ſtudy unto action. Bur this 
. Sir, is it not Menfenr de IA Hoguette ! and what arc his inten · 
tions of his cloſeneſs and concealment > It he will not own a 
Child fo worthy of him, though it want a father, it hall not be 
deſtirure of protection. Heroes were never expol'd to the mercy 
g their fates, but Heaven took care of them; and dubious births 
have almoſt ever been the entrance to illuſtrious lives. 1 
ff {cad you the preſent which Monlicus Chaplain beſtowes upon 
| e you; 


Ay 66 *bue(e ters. DC * 
| you, and — * thanke you ſufficiently or 8 
1 


| harly received — py to aſſure you! 


| SIR, « 
LETTER X. 1 


To the Reverend Father Dalme, « Divine of the fociey 
far, Profeſſour of Rbeverick, G 


* 


— 
my 


Fieaven hath 


Wa 


Eri iir 


beg 
E. E 
Auriguity. I read i often with delight ; ani l 
Ny vexatious buſineſs, and hwy), of half V+ 
immediately have ſeen in the fame Janguagek 
— 8 — — 22 that| 7 
| fay,beingo with bu e drowned in Rh eus 
chat | was much cemforted to behold is Ray of the A 
— — at a 2 one would think the cory R 
newly rilen again to Aguitatne, and replantſ their gt 
riſh:bur 1 Meu. ＋ 


5 


hen I read your Latine, that 

not yet Maſters of the 1 where you were, ſince you 
Rill for old Rome, and their ſavage ſtyle had not g 

to be an abettor of it. — — u, this Is 
de ſigne: oppoſe your ſelt, ſloutly againſt We vicious in - 
of ſome g DoQors, who labour with might and ma 
the re liſhment of Barbariſm. Their phraſes are either 
e poerical ; and their Periods, Rhimes and Ant˙⁰⁰ùñ g. 
If icurvy books afford any word, either rotten with age, orf 
ſtrous by the newneſs of it 3 a bolder meraphor then u. . 
or an inſolent and raſh expreſſion ; they rake up this . t 


* 


FI all magniGeeac and glittering in their 
| | the remainders of warre 
12 — come to beg , and weare 
in the Provi You cably diſcerne that in theſe 
file we have eur Ling, our Sdluff, 
7 — ye. fr my onde — 
» ut mens 
Daus, debonefiaments Latinitais. I wiſh them better and 


FLE 


IAIIET 
+ 


I FL pecially I entreat your good 
s. n 


6 Reverend father, 
.. 1663. . Teur, &c. 
7 LETTER v. 


ns reverend faber, du Creux', « Divine of the ſeciery of 


| Reverend fatber, a 
# N five or fix leaves, the other day, which I ad- 
284 wircd ; and without queſtion you ſaw them before me, fince 
ey came from your facher Sirmond : he is an admirable fa- 
» | have told you often; but he is admirable in divers te- 
eas, and is not te be lookt on only one way, he is provided 
d inftruR rhe learned, and to delight meaner Capacities, he 
boch the ielid and the ſubtle part of learning: and not to 
rb peabof the riches of a choiſe knowledge, managed by a Megi- 
oil judgment, the diſpenſer , and regulatour of it, I ob. 
* in his ſourſcote, all the fire, all the brave blood, all 
of Spirit, that can be diſcovered in the very youth 
Demy - Gods. If your Chriſtian ſeverity will — 

© 2 : ige 


4 —0 — 


you. I ſigh after next Thur 


IS the Manifeſto and expect the Exhorraric 


Book 1] Bi 
d that word ,, let me ſay at leaſt in the youth of ſuck may 
— — note then the te t. | beſcech you, conmm ” 
it ſo that. your young people fot hi to c them this man, whoy 
an honour both to his Age and Comty, 2 2 copy how to ip 

3 and nor fore raw Latin'ſts who would breed Schiſms mall} 

cles in Eloquence : who are ctueller enemies of unc 
Rome, then ever Hennids!, lugs! tba, Muhbridanes &c. They wrt 
iron and ſtones, as they contt ſie themiclves, it not mudde and 
monk, as ſome upb ad them tor. | 


Ruiz furor ille nowns hoff ponere caſſ a profents, 
Ianpur of que ſe qui nge fonte lacunes, 

Za tenebr 4 jordeſue in preferre nter 
Avi, Komam viel art Into, qu Barbers vexit 
Tempe las clim in L im, n'f natus in 
Sydere,nnnc velit, & Romani namim boi: 


You ſee, an enthuſiaſm 38 me when 1 diſcourſe we 
$ conver ſation, and reſt, 
Reverend father, 
Aug. 30. 4640. Too, Gr. 


LETTERVI. ik 
To the Reverend ſaber, Stephen of Bourges, « Preaching c 
| 1 | 


china. 


s  Choiſe Letters. 
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gs 


Reverend father, 


gi 


you did mc the favour ro promiſe me. It is not fo © 
curiofity to Jook on them i things, asam intention ton 
benefited by them as ſaving things that obliges me once more u 
deſire them of vou: and you well remember the old R. 
ſaying, Medecines de no good, naleſſe they ay by it: Whit 
wa;ds cannot, for they paſle by without any ſtopping, fi 
ens Lacin- Country-fii nd will be our Nymph's Poet, adv 
Idea 


© OT#_ 


wo lay down the Character of Virgil in his Eclogues forks 

ea, I meet not wth apy Venice-glaile more poliſhed 

clearc then that. Ovid's Aweetnelle , and facility, la 

me exccedingly, und: tavour of the Critick VifFerins, and thi}. 
Hypercrinck . As for / «can, Stati, and Claudias they rat 

too high, and make too loud a noi't in a ſick man's chamber. 

They arc Belli, Drummes, and 1 uubicls which i 


—_ 
7 
4 
2 
2 


5 


| 


wi 
$ 2nd 
cen 
t 
and 


1 : 
2 4 
8 


* 


en 


wi 


In. 
of js anc dafick. 1 write this to you in a huddle, and have but 
inf <5 moment, to tell you, | am, 


* 


Chciſe Letten. 6 


Reverend tather, 
hy. 3. 1645. Your, Cc. 


LETTER VII. A 
To Monſieur de Merc, Knight, 


SIR, | 

Our judgment is true; the produRions of theſe fine wits 

ue neun ber free nor naturall. A ſtraining and forced neſſe 
# diſcernable every where : and aiming to become admirable, 
they happen to be prodigious. They do not confider that Mon- 
bers are p:oduced by cxcefic, as well an deficiency, and that 
Gas na more then dwarfs con be ſaid to be of a handſome 
unt Rut (hall we put choſe you ſpeak of, in the , 
who walked lo highly to you of the Roman Majeſty; and the 
wdi-nefic of the ir ſtyle 2 fave a care, Sir, how you condemne 
chew; I beg their pardon of you, for a more confiderable inte- 
rf then their own. For, in ear neſt, ifthey are culpable; N- 
dunner be innocent: if in their Poems Ceſar forgers his mo- 


} «Hy , whar | beſcech you doth the Head of Ceſers race in the 
Aus do, when being asked his name, be anſwers. 
Sum pres AEnex, foni ſuper athera minus. 
When he propoles himſe lte as a pattcrn and Idea of true ver- 
we, 


Diſce puer virtutem ex me, c. 
When he ſtyles himſelſe the great Eaem, and believes a man 


doth net repine to dye, becauſe r'was he that killed him. 


Hec tamen felix miſerem ſolebere mortem 
ee magni deu cadis, (ye ? 
Wewill examine theſe three paſſages at our firſt interview, 
though you do not give me hopes of any ſuch thing, nor your 
Leer promiſe me your company. I am with all my foul. 
SI 


3 


Loa. . 1646. Tour, Cc. 
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| | LETTER VIII : 
| To ne Colardeau, the Kings A in Bo 
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* 
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z is there not a great deal. of delight in 
the true manner of Polttian's death, which Cardinall 


bath fodifguiſcd in the Epitaph he made upon him ? the vin 
ey of Naugerize , in ing aa annuall ſacrifice of Maut. 
Epigrammes to the mule of Catu/hes ; and the morobtis | Ay 
of another Poet of the ſame times ? Ac. I adviſe you to exc 
the Readers attentiveneſſe by ſuch like partieularicies in the 
lives of your worthics. Uſe ybur utmoſt to interweave the e 
riofity of Hiflory with t 
prokle Parks Jovine | 
41 ſugar. | 
ſhall hve ; and will not d 
obliging Poſtcricy.1 ſend you whar 
do me, 7 
Sep. 21. 1646, + Nur, . Y 
4 LETTER Ix. 3 
| Js the Reverend father Teſſeron, of the fociety of Jeu, 
feſſear of Khotorick, I POE — 
9 : 
De a litt rſtand the language of Heaven, but cu 1 
r — — Re 


it: for the Pee gee 


”. 


EASE ve . | 
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71 
; 1 155 exempted — the j ur did ion of Grammari- 


| — for me then, ro beſtow theſe commendation? 
your fine verſes, and thank you tor the delight they gave me · 
A e If into that ric examination you. fem to 
be not only to introduce an inquiſition i in- 
i 2255 . and e the prone agar pr 5 
— cowye a words too goundi 
2 Complement, Inet not any 
nor i abuſe the arbitrement you commit to me. 1 
3 advantage on the civilaies of a man chat tea · 
and conſequently does not make 2 of 
OY * err ea you do, you cannot debaſe your 
or humble our ſelf fo low by your oy 
; . elevated in your Genius and 
Sevine will cell in what t 1 pa 
eie him concerning the ſubje& of thoſe frequent tow- 
rags, and what 1 ſaid of 1 
he n an eager and pathe Qrateur : But I have no need 
enher —— or his 6gures, I oaly defire his bare 


by. 
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4 1 N 52 2 
PR: * OT, 
ot N * 0 8 2 
p Ae 8 1 bs 
Mo , . 
N # 7 1 . 
3 % 


— 


ni to perſwade you that ] am, 
Reverend Father, 
Apr. 25. 1645. Tar, &c. 
EETTEZ X 


To Monſieur Perrot of Ablancourt. 


SIR, 
will receive by.chis beager the diſcourſes I promiſed 
1 will not teach you any new thing, (for 
you are now to learn Jen they will alto Bam: 
eee knowledge and revive Ideas, 
Te trimer him chat made them, Tick Je Bus, ins oe a Ge: 


| to fall on ſtud ying French, as if he had ER She 
Ms ire how E 4 


e Sep 7 


precepts. 


72 : 
of Art. He is ſo fearful of failing or being mi 
ended that ſamerimes he writes rather like aG ramarian they 
an Oratqur : and becauſe he leaps from licentiouſneſs to ſers. 
ple, in his ſtyle; it may be, that ſo exquiſite ſtricneſi of hu, 
not ſeem very naturall to you. You him tha. 
was taken for u forrai . 
himſelf by his di . The Provinciall Oratour's way of ſp 
king is remarkab for the ſame care , and ſhews 
2nd brag by For the r : 
often times t o Common places, yet they 
— 42 inks , 8 is not 5 
will not comment ina Tick nor foreſtall 
ſenrence | oughr to waite for. I ſha and ena 
raign Cririciim , the next time I have the Honour to fee 
you. 1 moſt humbly kifze your Hands, and am ever with 


* 


Paris « Mar 9. 1635. Teur, (oc. 
LETTER XI, 
To the Reverend Father Adam, 4 Preacher of the ſaciey ij 
Jeſus . 
Reverend Father, 


you have extreamly obliged me in not failing of your wu 


and ſend in futeen Sernions : they might deſerve 
of the Eares che the Tour — wg 


1 : = Lo gp pry tioſ al 
my little craft in the way of word, have little leh 
power on paper, then when you aun 3 the elo 
quence of your delivery & left in our minds ſo many agitation 
and emotions, behind them. Proceed to advance your fame 
yet higher in ihiʒ noble race, wherein you have already 
red a great ſtock of reputation: your beginnings were very 
nous and ſplendid,your continuation yer more; and | make ws 
doubt bur if you forrifie your ſacred School learning by the by the ſe 
rio'1$ — bo the fathers,and the ſolid knowledg 
frafticall Hiſtory, you will not be left behind ob "—_ rupae 
1 y after bonour. : and this you will do when 

bumility roo. Hitherto I anſwer you with & 

mean you, i beſeech pag atier the ſending fit 

wm ? what do thoſe taunts ofa Rhetoricign , thoſe 
higuoys and figurative termes, thoſe rl nnd Sear cw 
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TY 
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plaines in your Lerrer ſigniße > you are miſtaken, Reverend Fa- 
ther, if 2 ine your intereſts are for dea: to me, ot thac 
—— in an occaſion where | ought to ſhew my Ar- 
dour. . you are miſsintormed in the particulars and 
of the thing, and to uſe the termes of the Foun- 

der of the French 3 ſome Pemlant Aggreuateur hath en- 
this buſineſs of nothing, to diſturbe the quiet of your 

wind. 1he Reverend Father Gombanid knows how much 1 am 
wacern'd in any thing that relates to you, and at what price .1 
mme your vertue. He ſhall juſtife my proceedings to you, and 
ill oncly aſſute you at the preſent, that I am moſt faith- 


4 Reverend Father, | 
Jan. 1g. 1643. Tour, (fc. 


GETTER XI. 
To my Lord, the Biſhop of Graſſe. 


My Lord, 
F bee you ſay you do, to write without any Orna- 
it is a deſigne will puzzel you hard, and you will 
ſcarce be able ro bring it about: beſides, your not following 
+ Saint Beſiſs counſell herein, you deviate from the example 
of him and the whole Church of his time, who made no ſcru- 
ple to ſpeak handſomely. I beſcech you ſhake off this untoward 
humour do not be incenſed againſt the Graces, thoſe good and 
innocent Damſels, who have already wonne you lo many Ad- 
herents,and ſo many Readers of your works ; bear lome reſpect 
wthe advantages of nature, 1 mean the gifts ot God; and if 
you are not an Enemy to the harmleſs delights of our Country, 
do not do, like that extravagant Chaſte one, who mangled his 
face, becauſe his beauty pleated thoſe Eyes too well that look 
ed apon it. Eloquence hath nothing to be dreaded in ir, when 
tte is in the ſervice of Piety, A Gracias is not to turne Barbs- 
ne, when he is converted Chriſtian. They who are afraid 
the riches of Language ſhould congupt the ſimplicity of Chrif- 
ws pn have driven the wiſe men from Jeſus Chrifts ſta- 
ble where they came to offer Gold. There cannot be too much 
eriofity either on the Altars, or in your works ; and you ought 
not to apprehend that the name of Chryſoftymne ſhould make you 
looſe that of Saint. lam, My Lord, 
Ap.12. 1639, Tour, Cre. 
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2 It is expe cted he ſhould bring forth ſamething Eminew# 


LETTER XIII. 85 
Toe Meafiexr the Abbot Talon. 


'SIR, | 
Ince you reliſh well the laſt things I writ, and your 

# fo exceedingly accurate and 1 3 . — 
them utterly il}: it is no ſmall marrer to have pleaſed you, ml 
r 

Oi contr a mou r 
While, ſwayed — — Lin the work, 

Hin | words, upon my paper, to 
lively and animated vertue reſidi 8 lips, — product 
decrees in the breaſts of the judges. 1 ſhould be contented not u 
be wholly ſl;ighted; but I ſhould be very proud, if it were ras, 
that he had any eſteem for me, and that in that Sunne he fight 
in, he caſt pleaſed aſpects upon that ſhade wherein 1 am ob- 
ſcur'd. I cannot chuſe but apprehend much 1 that ay 
retirement is 3 by the moſt active and be- acting pe- 
fon in the world, Oblige me to tell him this on my part, ani 
to believe me 3 . 

R, 
Jan. 4. 1647. Your, Ec. 


LETTER XIIII. 
To Monſieur the Abbet Bouchard. 


SIR, 
Make no queſtion of Monfieur Holfenies, his great riches;] os 
1y com of his cthrfrineſs.Of what uſe is abundance 
our 1 ity, unlefle to change the nature of Good, and log 
up chat which would be commanicared *He ſhould either 
fefle lefle, or impart more: for though I know he Hoards up 
5 and will enrich our grand children, yet me thing 
he d naginche meane timę difinherir us, nor reſerve the 
of his fame for a F that he ſhall never ſee. Be 
our ſolicitour, then, to his worſhip, and tell him in the 
name ofall the Grecians Larins of this kingdome , thit 
we lay claime to his papers, and that he is more obliged to in. 
ſtruct his own Age then another. He is none of thoſe bam 
ones that continually firin Libraries, but never hatch Wy 


his Jong converſation with the Vatican. I received _ 
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Annie 


1b Il. ren — 


Jou did mie che favour to ſend me from him. I confeſſe, it is pur- 
pit, 2nd cloarh of Tinu but it is only putterne, and there 
v ſcarce to make a ſure for a . | would have enough 
thang « room with, and "An ieces,&c. 1am, 
Mar. tu. 1640. Nu, Gr. 


LETTER XV. | 
| . —o— aigr} ed » « Divine of the ſociety of Jeſus, 


+ Reverend father, 
A ſpend much time in | juRification of my ſi- 
lence, I may rather commend my teares to you, and tell 
chat common report having killed you, I have whh true gr 
bemail'd your imagined death. 1 muſt confeſſe, you confured 
—4—— x5 om — ce you were decca- 
in my w, are iſen againe to my eyes, 
note glorisuſſy; for ſe Veal the pompe wherein you apprare ed 
wmez and that luſtre in the _—— did me the favour to 
lend me, Never was ſo bright à diftuhon ſcen. The fertility of 
rare,is only in you ; and rhough there are morhers tha 
the world with cripples and crook'd=backs, your abun- 
dance cannot be ſaid to reſemble that unlorrunate fecundity. 
Yoo ger only perfect children, 


Onnne « — — ee fuprra alta tenentes. 
EW batard a fancy, juſt now fallen inro my head ? 
You ſo highly fing the rraumphs of the Church, and Ho * 
. of the State, rhe death of Martyrs and the birch of Princes, that 
your verſes ſeeme to accumulate glory to that of Heaven, and 
ommnents to theſe of the Leue: the Sainrs ſeeme to receive 
te happinefic from you, and Monſieur the Dolphin a ſecond 
ovility, Bur you are not only a great Poer, you arc a jolly 
man for 1 confefſe , that v you fay there, concerni 
the warre with Seine, and the Queens tying in, made me lau 


inthe height of my Melancholy. According to your opinion 


the me of the King was fo bufil ar Saint 
e het te could nor'be 3 Penalty. J Bias ſuffered 
ker rewple at Ephefus to be burnt, chat nighe in which Alen 
abr wis brought imo the wortd , while the ſerved as a Mid- 
we bis Mocher Olimpior. Pluterch derides this 22 
mud Hiſtotian'; and Cicero admires it in His books 

, nature 


ture oli he Geds. Which of theſe to are in the righe, uad 


whom hall we jadge the prize ? or if neither of them af 


condemned, what yay of accommodation ſhall we contrin 
to reconcile them Kg wil determine this buſinefie of cenſs- 
at our Next interview. ASS mean time, I haves 
ching · that more concernes me to ſpeak to you, face ever 
love me. Be alwayes mindfull of me in your r 

and Charity ? allow me ſome little hare in theſe exceſſet 
imundations of vertuc | have been told of : at leaſt let dus 
overfliowings water my batrenneſſe: | wane only the bght d 
you to grow bettet. Come reverend tathet, come and with your 
manure the ſtones and ſands of our deſart. 1 conjure 


Dec. 3. 1631. Tour, Ge. | 5 


> LETTER XVI. 
To Menficur de Marca,Conncellour to the King. 


SIR, - 
AR I have told you, 1 was very ſenſible of the baum 

you did me, I muſt now adde, that | have a ſhore in tha 
Mano ar you have done to our Age ; and that | ſhould have bets 
unwilling to dye without ſceing your labours in their u 
perſectian. This work, Sir, will be no vaine ſhew of Sci 
nor meer Ornament of Libraries : this will be « piece 1 
ceflary to the order ot things, for want of which the G 
. da was _—_— will r * 

e publique. and ſtre State. Our Ki reckon 
& among their — or ee 
teſures: and if with your Learning you had nots 
logs proces of humility you would give me leave © 
it lers faln Heaven, Images e ſteemed farall, 
and other ſacred Gages of the Grandure and Duration of E. 


pires ʒ bur you would not have men hy fo high, for your fake; 


and you do not affect to ſhew your ſelf in ſo much pompe. The 
Title you have given to your excellent Book is leſle 204 
fgurarive ; it doth ngt menace the world with an inſolent Me 


tephor, tho igh its modeſty ( notwichſtandi iſe chat | 
. y( oy Hoy wu 


h none but a perfe& under ſtand ing can pe 
undertake, Sir, the difficulceſt accommodation chat ever um 
heard ſpoken of, fince thete were any quar rels on 1 


3 
* E. 

— 8 . 
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1 of my heart, and am paſkonas | 
y k, 
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> Priefthood apd Royalty are two powers naturally 
nay two daughters of the lame Father, yet they are oft- 
times fo embroyled againſt one another by the intereſt of 
their relatives, that it will be hard for Equiy her ſelf ro ſuc- 
geed.in the reconciliation of them, To this i required a mo- 
dration the hot-headed French are not very inclinable to, and 
the havghty Raman, lefle : here muſt be neither the ſpirit of a 
Sure, nor an Enemy: here muſt be a foul full of light, aaa em- 
el paſſion 3 the King's power muſt be —— and 
te Pope's authority bowed to: bur truth, who js Superiour 
dork to and King, and is the ſtrongeſt thing in the world 
mild be ablolucely depended on. What a Renoune will it be to 
whea it is believed, char your ä to ob- 
ge her ; and it ſhall be ſaid you her rights , 
w# you had received pay from her, or were by her comman- 
Ai to write books / What a brave thing it will ane day be, ro 
be fiyled the Champion of truth > 1 da not fee any thing in your 
chat may prejudice your hopes, or ſo noble a pretemti- 

on. H you had any fuch when you writ it, there is nothing of 
the degenerare or rebell init, and though as yer I have only 
eakdered the out ſide of the building, and three or four pieces 
of the Portal , 1 omic not to comprehend the merit of the 
whole pile together. I ſaw at the firſt glance that your know- 
ledge is wiſe, your Libertic diſcreet , and your zeal not blind: 
the moſt part of books are notorious es vt a vr 
and che greateſt part of Readers will eaſily be of them, it 
they meet with no more bonks to ſoment them: ſor my part, Iſeek 
ther noching elſe, ſince my g ray Haires admoniſhed me to look 
alter whar is lolid and fcrious : but eſpecially, Sir, 1 highly e- 
ſuem that learned wiſdome, wahout which 1 fluld not value 
all Li Latin though he had mountaines of ir, nor all ca- 
ab Greek, though he were more Atticke then Athens ic 
lei; nor ail Scaliger: Hebrew and Arabick, though he under- 
flood it better th:n the Kabbins,and the Mufty. With this bair 
ef ſound ſenſe and reaſon, you take my mind, after you had con- 
quered my heart by another charme, and | am not in chu 
3 lelle your abettor, than elſewhere 1 am obliged to 

6 | 


SIR, 
Avg. 6, 1641, Tour, Cc. 


Lei- 


Choiſe Letters. 
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commit de 
ning the 


quence ; but | have deihgs with truth, and be- 


SIR, 
May. 21, 1640. 


Tour, Ce. 


| LETTER XVIII. 
To Monfienr de la Chambre, Councellour and Plyſitiam ih 
| King, and in ordinery to my Lord Chancellour, c. 


SIR g 
Our humiliry does you injuſtice and me a favour: It e- 
alts me, by undervslewing you; but yet I cannot tha 
fore eſleem my ſelſe taller, or reckon you lefigr, 1 andre 
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the ſyle of the place where you are : lueb ſubmiſſions are past 
of your mirth, and at Court you play with thoſe words, bah 
ve uſe in carneſt in the Country. It muſt neceſſarily be fo 
ele is ic poſſible S of not hi ſhould 
not know what your ſelſe were worth + Would you have ex- 
red your ſelfe out of the univer (all Knowle have ac- 
„ and at once boch and di Oracle of 
d 1 1 had 23 and ſtu- 
your book a e conclu never any 
w the worth ofa man fo perſtRly as your ſelf. Never 
vn ie God of Delphos more nobly, more punctually obeyed: 
No, not by him of whoſe abſolute wiſedome he gave teſtimony, 
nor bim that was heretofore called The naderfiending © nor that 
ocher who to this day is called The Cem of nume. This Ge- 
tin, c i3 true, hath pceped into the ſoul, but he ſtopped at the 
eng. He harh only made the way open to you ; and if I were 
bold enough, I would fay, he is but of the outer Court, you of 
the Cabiner-councell. Theie is no I cranny of the 
hamane foul, but you have penetrated ; e is nothing bow 
nimble, ſwitc or ſecret ſoe ver, that through it, can eſcape 
n of your ſight, and of which you cannot give a 
| | and certaine account. Our greateſt Philoſo- 
= are only Pupills and Grammar Schallers of 4riffotle, as 
uſtathius was of Homer, and Servius of Virgil. Our beſt mo- 
due books arc only ti petitions and tranſcriptions of ancient 
bunt, ot at moſt, but Globes and Paraphraſes on them. I ſhould 
; —— ay rho lems of it, 1 ſhould injure the 
igheſt and ſoveraigne Reaſon, which is intere ſſed in this work, 
| ould attr iL ute it to the leſions you had learned, or the 
common places you hag collected. You are nothing leſſe then 
Commentatour or tranſcriber 3 and to put you in among the 
number of wits of the ſecond rank would be to degrade you. It 
may be ſaia then, and that without cxtravagancy , that you 
«ce Philoſopher in chiefe: that your writings arc Originalls 
that you have made a great progrefic into Truth; that you have' 


there difcorered unknown legion which muſt beare your 
name, and the ſtrait of Mage lan ml more famous, then cer- 
tine places you ha ye paſled thro''igh. There is no queſtion but 
you are the firſt that travelled them , and therefore the glory 
of diſcovery is due to you. There are things in your book, lor 
the invention of which a Grecian would have thanked his 
Gods with a Hecatombe, And not to particularize fo many, 

(and 
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80 Choiſe Letterr. 
el theſe fo rare) thing: That ſingle diſcourſe of the hyow- 
edge of Animals is a novelty would have given birth wa 
Sc& at Athens, and have ranked you among the Founder 
Philoſophicall Orders, If Arifotle himſclfe were returned 
to the world, fo excellegt a Novelty would ftir up l J 
his breaſt; it would vex him as much as it would inform him 
tor being fo ambitious as he was, he would have been in 
ſolable for not being the author of it. Burt in what unknoy 
quarter of the World have you found thas lavelineſs ad 
light (which are wanting in his works) which invite, follicie, 
and arreſt all eyes to yours. Beqaury is there inſeparabiy united 
with goodneſs, By your paines it is become broad day in Phi 
loſophic, after a night of many Ages ; and your words are fg 
cleat and phre,ſo powerfull and efficacious, that farre from ob» 
ſcuring things from quickeſt fighted, me thinks they mighte« 
ven illuminate the blind; as they diſplay the objects, they 
fltengthen and cheriſh che fighr, They delight both the ſerem 
and che ſed : and the pleaſure of them is ſuch that I make w 
Queſt ion but an expreſſion fo flouriſhing and attractlye W 
| in the Thornieſt and Rn1gheſt matters, would quickly db. 
ct di Rome and make France loath Comedies and Enterum- 
mente, and ſuch other kind of allurements as volupruous iq 


— R 


1e skrrasserer serer 


rits are taken with. This be ing fo, if l am not the moſt 4 
ed man in the world, and *. written nothing bur what 

© Proceeds from my very heart, and a full perſwaſion, I may 
come in ca”neſt to anſwer either, tlie Drollexy or civiliki & 
our Letter. n concluſion l ſay this, if you have Joſt any thing 

| . 5 you pretend in complement) they are ina 
merable applauſes, loud and frequent acclamarions, ſomerimet 
b e with a ſilent pauſe ot admiration: they are poſture 
and geſtures of a man tranſported, and ſuch kind of things 
Poſtes and Meſlengers ate not laden with all: theſe, it may be, 
vou have loſt; and in truth, I believe if 1 had been at You 
when your book came torch, the repreſentation of the che 
 *Fadfers you ate to treat of in your Chapter of Ecſtaſy might all 
have been ſeen acted by ma though | fave not the gift ta es- 


9 


II 


preſs them, as you have in paper: in which let ic ſuffice ts aſuꝶ 

+ you, chat | am paſlianately, | 
| "7: = 
Sep. 13. 1645. Tour, Gr. 


Ie 


* 50 III. Chee Letters. 
LETTER XIX, 
To Aſoafenr Salmaſius, 

Re „ thacl hear —_— have done me the honour to 
[ta ongnifance of my After this, I do not eapeR cull 
| —— 1 — to give you thanks for che ju- 
r you done ———— — I call « good 

"7 | becauſe, bein — emer wes And if l were afraid of 

, Se rigour a ö \oakngs T a 

; —— oder — * 
not to my condemnat 2 —— 
„I will never appeal at wats Loy 
People, nor Poſterity, are names great 


Neither the 
hc las of inſt Salas; and #1 ould oy that a 
the Common ot Lerters he holds the ſame 


ue would averrt atter me. Do youthen Sove- 
decide — all che matters in conteſt ? Your "1 
ro be the —_— ot our Glogs, 

kegitmatoan authoric e is no proce among 

ln no gandburry in the Eaſt, nor Recrult in the —— 

ofthe Helleniffe : and how Gnall an inclination ſoe ver my Ade 

verlary ſhews ro an atbitremene like mine, yet we are each ot us 
to tell you, Tibi ſumma rerum ju dictum Dii dedbre, n1- 
i gloria reliffa ef, 1 ſhall conſerve thi glory with ref 

continue paſſionarcly, whilſt 1 live, 


SIR; 
5 Tour, Ce. 


LETTER XX. 
To Mospeur de Scudery. 


rr 


you e the advice of the dene of Blo- 
rence, in the diftriburion of your favours. He would have 
j cunſell'd you to diftill chem drop by drop, to the end they 
n bold our the longer. Bur that Grandeur of courage of 


clic you make profefiton is * thoſe frugall Maximes : 
it 


92 cboiſe Leuert. 
it conferres ke graces with 8 full and 


of opinion ve 
ET 1 have nl i 
Requeſt, your T 

What an Ocean 


me: 

the civilized wet ld. Tu in that number | eln 
you have made me, and you know well | do por now egi 
|. prize your works. I was one amongſt the ſuſt who ador's 

— Mules , and clapt my hands at the recitall of your & 
Effay : fince that time my cſicem hath grown proporticaghly 
with our forces ; and having given its applauds to your 
hopes and expeQations cannot now tetuſe its voice to your 
| ripe and vigarous product ions. Few, it any, are ignorant os 
— your verſe ; and your ptoſe hath raviſh'd fome i 
were acquainted withall r ions, which as it 
boaſt an infinity of graces beſides theſe of noveky , ſo it hi 
found in the world a vaſt number of partiſans, and adorerss 
mongſt whom I am not the leaſt.paſſhonace. Yer it will no 9! 
become me to take copruſance ot the difference berwixt you adi "pt 
Monfieur Coragiile , ſince for my on particular | m of, 
ſtarter of doubts then a rcſelver of queſtions. However I 
needs ſay, you ſeeme to me to have attacqued him with ad 
and force; and that, for the moſt part, your ob jections ac «ls 
ned with ſtrong ſenſe, with ſubtilty and gallantry it ſelfe. 
all this you may pleaſe Sir, to axe Fox that all France is 
into the cauſe with him; and that there is not ene of t 
Judges whom it is re parted you have allemble d, who hach 
— that, you deſi-e he ſhould condemne; inſomuch ih 

uld your Arguments prove invinc ble and your 
himſcife acknowledge them for luc h. he bad yer whe 
gioriouſly to be comforted tor the lofle of his cauſc,a 
avouch boldly that to have pleaſed an whole ki , 
ports ſomewhat more of excellent end grand, then to have 
polcd a piece ezactly regular. 1 here is not an Archice 
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Fer 


, 


al theXifofthe French Port having 


wi "Ky tobe} proud ot ſuch an accuſation z and you 
ellwakee to me thut Magequ were an excellent thing, if a 


* 


ſtone, and yer chis 
A the n 1 15 
deauries 
peife&i- 


heavy which che propoſerh to irs ſelfe j and that the Profclors 


d d are have ſometimes appealed from caſer to the people; 
as well as the Flower 


01 «the Grecian, it muſt be granted he hath obtained the ſcope 
obs tation, and that he bath already reach'd the 


ar, bah he made not to it by the way of Ariffoile, nor b 
ddrefies of his Pacſy. But you will ſay, he bath caſt a Mil 
ces the eyes of the world, and will accuic him of Magique 


enchanement. | kaow many ple that would — 


G vi thing that were lawtull, Would it not be admirable (thin you) 


the che Auchour of innocent Prodigies? to make the 


) ee ar midrughe , to pate a tcaft withour meat ot Cate 
n bo oake leaves into Gold, and glaſſe into Dia- 


} This is that with which you ch che Authour of 


| the who acknowledging himſe lie ve violated the rul 
| 228 wiedging himſelie to e rules 


oblige au at the ſame time ta avow he hath a ſe · 


der which hath thriven better with him then the Arr it ſelfe; 


and not denying but he bath dec ived all the Court and all the 
ves you nothing to conclude but that he is more ſub- 


bony Wl then all the Court and all the People, and that a fine ſle 
z hey pic upon fo great a number of Perſons is more a conqueſt then 


ata. This being ſo, Sir, I doubt not but the Me ſſicurs of the 


c 5 Academy will find themſelves in the briats about the deciding 


cauſe ; and that on the one fide, your Arguments will 
themzas on the other, the publique a pprobat on will con- 
ime them. Were | of the ir number, I ſhould have been in the 


ne, had I not by 3 lighted on your ſente nce 
> 11 


1 


of an 

in the Age of V 

Hue. Sec hete rhe expreſs tearmes of this aucheng- 

e! agment which | leave you to interptete wed una es 
whoſe ſake you have undertaken a longer and more 

eps ranllaries. 


gs — gaines his ends in the favourable d 
you allo have compaſicd all you can defire,nores 
reeng ny woe wore (ov conceive ) then ro prove that 8 
that you will carry it in the — — 2s be lu 
already done upon the ſtage. If the Kid be guilty, tis of a amt 
for he naht —— >. de if be mu mers + 
i will yer be, aſter be hach triumphed. If Piero ha be 
Common-wealth, he will firft Crown him with —_— and an 
treat him worſe then he formerly treated Homer. 
find oughe wanting in the conduct and management 1 5 
= will yer ſuffer him quietly to enjoy his good 
condemne a defigne which its — hath jus 
fied. You have too much goodneſs co wiſh more, you im 
there is an allay found our for the Law it ſelf in many e 
and chat a Court of Equity cohſerv«s that which the ftriftnd 
471 Juſtice would have ruined, Do not then infiſt upon that 


porous Letter of the Law : nor bind up your ſe lt in ſo ſeret 
. Chaines to the dictates of ſoveraigne. cor © He who def 


to fatisfic that wholly, and to follow i ir exaQly through all x 
niceties, would be obliged to contrive a fairer fabrique of 
World, chen that we live in; he muſt invent a new natures 
things, and ſearch for 1dea's above the Heavens. | ſpeak for 

; N u will find nothing 
de loved by T. 


conſequence 1 ſhall runne the hazzare | 
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lerne, chough ir be exrreamly dexr to me, and thac 
—— six, 


Ag bf» 1639. 41 * Teur, Ce. 
+ LET TER XXI, 


To m Ferret, of Ablancourt. 


ane 


His lictie nove threatens you with a large paire of Manu- 

ſcripes, and 1 am now ing read ie for l not What 
| the lubjedt of Tiberius and bis honeſt 

t in troubles me to foregoe Liberty for Tany, 

l - me Bur Tecim: being 

im en 


matters which you handle; and amidſt che corrupri- 
of Poli re 
ol this latter Age, as you will grant 
to bæ, L 
„ 8 queſtionleſs was the Marqueſle Spinala, 
unnilacd the ſame thing, inte his own language; it ne- 
ver was yet publiſhed ; and I reveale this ſecret to you from the 
mouth of one of his greateſt Confidents.So chat you are neuher 
or the only wiſe man that hath pleaſed 


wo make obſervation upon ill times, and carefully ftudzed the = 
Hiſtory of a Empire, wich a ſoul worthy the Repub» 
ns Glory. You cannot thinke how | prize your 
7 * 5 | 3 


— the chaſtity of your ſtyle; both that 
whch nature beſtowed largely upon you, EN ons 

Bur this is a ſubje& tor another paire of manuſeripts, 
[eonglude with a finccre proreſtation to continue with all my 


: S1R, 


Jan, . 1643. Tour, Ce. 


f 3 : Cei- 
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1 LETTER xxn. 2H 
To the Reverend abe d'Eſtfades, « Divind of the" Sichly 

of Jeſu, Superior of the confeſeurs Clair i wy 


3 
1 * 7 * EE 5 "= 
i wa ae: 


Reverend father, . | 
At laſt my New-years gift are come. 

Have received the centroverted diſcourſes did me the 

En En nl 

0 ravincidle, | ;1 vet buy 
r who can eſteem theſe d 
pons high enough which Monßeur the Grand Prior fog 
and you have poliſhed ; on which be beftowed rhe temper 
the N ; you the faſhion and ornaments } Your Mini 
is coo happy, for ſo faire a death. Certainly Du Al 
and _——_ will envy him for it. Zut for our particular, wh 
- ſhould we do t It becomes us to joy as in our Mules 
the honour don them byaman of ſo high qual«y,who hath li 
fo great and ſo il}uftrious — at preſent G 
volt of a Province, and one day may be ſovcreigne tos Nath 
made up all cf Gentlemen. I confeſs freely ro you gry projet 
begine hot to diſlike me ſo much as ir did, 1 begin ts love} 
# licthe more, ſince as well e |, tharGallent Knight ve 
— ——— —— — dur Ihe 
el him.and do not Tonecive that action, rhough it 
| , is unworthy of you. There is more Glory in Co 
ing ogrOracler,then dictating ones own inventions They 
and Prophers did nothing but repcare as well as you. iy 
were but inrerpretery and mefſengery ; or, not ro runne ſo fun 
back, Poſterity ſhall not be leſs bebolding to 4 
ving a piece of Divinity of Monſieur the Gars Dry; 
are now obliged to Arrign for ſaving us the _— id 
tw's Philoſophy. Doubt not then, to proceed in the Net 
Collection of the regſons and arguments of an other pew 
thelcſs, fince in poynt of Learning you are not leſſe ried 
birth,then fortune and induſtry hath rendred you; ſend us ſ 
thing immediately from your own hand, to let your Mini 
know,you are able to beat him with your unborrow'd forces: 
will effectually d ſpatch bim; and not leave him, in the dias 
you have put him, ſo much as this ſmall ſentence of coms 
with which he my poſſibly latter his deſpaire, Ii ir pb 
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ts the Uncle of « man who hath command of Legions > 1 
| this ſecond preſent for my next new yeares gin 
md in che cocane time remaine withall my foul, 
Reverend father, 
Jan. 15. 1640. Tour, oye. 


LETTFR XXII. 
i 52. 


1 who delwered me your Letter, brings you 
you would nceds have me read, and of which 
1 have read them winh a great deal ot 
hoo f may lay with much edification 2 for, in carneft 
deviaze,,me-thinks, from the 011bodox Dofrine z 
ware it 80 hes two of — — larle marks, which denote them of 
the comrery party, and ſome offers at our Outſide, which 
m6» nec much care te defe ii, they he be preached with 
ele in our Ladies Charch 24 Faris. I met with beauty in 


moſt and y almoſt is all ; eſpecially in that of our 
— * Ma a 


of thole Oratour — 
whoſe perpetuall Ancichefi ——— _ 


SON in the 
nt falſe allarmes in the care. hach ſecn the 


2 2 12 6 — ＋ powerfull, ib 

of ; is ric j t 

T thiifty ——— &c. In a word, io 
SIR, 

* 1699. ; Tor, N 


NETTE XXHIL 
1 — de Neſmone; Superiour of the Urſul ines fn Angou- 


122 all —.— F ty 

now wedneſda morning, and you may keep Monſieur 

Satan book till Friday Evening: but 1 declare to you, 1 
4 


cannot 


| 


Teur, Ov. 8 


nennen * nt - 


1 0 1 0 Fl 1 1 


he 


d 


as this faire ſeaſon laſts. Do nor ab 
of your Preaching : you want r 


e, which 
wopld ſuffer 


Het 


Tx. 100 
» 


ENTreat me. 
nor St. Leo the 
Preacher, 1 
r ſelſe were to preach in your 
task to ent ice me out 
by mforrune hath nec been 
would have c 
you to make uſe 
my foul, 
H Deere C 


you 
am with all 
Madam 


wh 


1 
2 
E 
Yv 
> 
8 
. 
11. 
£ 
A 
4 
2 


til 


+ 2 


Ache Church 
good day, and 


May. 7. 1634. 
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LETTER XXV. | 
To My Lord, the Biſhop of Grafle, 


Lord 
_ your Þ on the Canonicall Epiſtes: But 
| a are ware liberal then you conceiveyou are, or elſe you 
more then you ſpeak of. The Letter you did me the hon - 
to write me, promiſes we only tour ApoP les, and I find five 
a the book I received from your favour, Was it for waat of 
memory that you made no mention of the fifth , or gn cxcefle 
you reckoned ic for none? This it L Ife is one 
efthe marks of Apoſtleſhip; and the ſame God who cxales 
thoſe of 3 nn we oe 6 
cletwdgires them, ine lines them to themſelves be- 
neath men, —— — F 
ebliged ever to to umility , and ieve a perfe 
man that preaches his — 32 
dun between the Saints that triumph above 
r below, | believe I may ſay iri | 
ws, is no othet bur that which inſpired them , and that you 
wich a3 much vigour as our Hubert did when the blood 
er Saviour boiled yet in the Churches veines. 1 obſerve in 
your worin the language of thoſe Heroick times, and rhe cou- 
rage of thoſe Heroes, Though | am all ice, I kindle at the 
reading of them 3 and I ſhould find no difference berween the 
Epiſtle you have made, and thoſe you bave expounded, but that 
ou hem G entiem n whom the Apoſtles ſtyle Brethren. But it 
not through aftcarion of certain termes out of uſe, that we 
re do imitate the primitive Chriſtians. There is no 
harme in complying with the age we are of, in things of fo 
| z and without letting flack the ancient auſterity, 
* to cuſtotme. I am, 
| My Lerd, | 
bpril. 12. 1639. e Tem, Ce. 


LETTER XXI. 
To the ſame, 


Lord 55 
S gese- may do what you order. You 
ire a thing of me that is not in 8 
works bei wy Manger, hoy can W 


with the eyes of an enemy * To do this , — ll 
the antieur Goethe who made warre on 
„ A chat mederne Italian, whoa | 


meated on Ariffede — to find fault with him, wits hive. : 


go haiſe Letters 1 1 
. 
— 4 

* eee | 


1 


of onezand 
. * — BU I 
Dei in wreaths # — Sales, 
Naur —— mere by Pies 


Tie mort the bie difiratfs bis wondering chen. 
- I am withoar reſerve, 
| My Lord, 


Jan, 22. 1604. | Tour, te. 


LETTER XXVII. 
Tv en Maury, Dr. in FRO „ . 


— ite i ell[Lows 

fired day. 1 muſt tell you newei, 
was ſo much your _——— 1 ts! 
impeached eſterday for a l 
till ave egos RN ſup un 
thenOvidien ſmoothneſle. He ſweares that iht 

and ocher inſpired perſons , nay that of 

ic inſpicer, was. never comparable. For my fan, 

Co high: 1 only ſay, that when you ſpeak in FP 
you are more allet ro avout meaſures , and: * 
ed chew. when we write Verſes, 1 delieve 1 

de no bad you 80 rurat a , | 


* ge 2 — 


I moſt hembly kific your hands, and as wii all 
; SIR, 
hug, zo. 1640. Nur, Ge. 


LETTER XXVII. i 
To 8 L* Huiltier, Conncollour to the KT * 


41 


4 


MN 8 to — —— 
. Bithilis formerly ro a Celia 
Dy Jon Reniany tv mibi fole fa, what would big 


ons of my melancholly Lifc, and fins 
per in the woedd, 


am moce then any 


| SIR, 
Jan, 18. 162. Tam, Oe, 


LETTE R XXIX. 
To Monſieur de Bellejoy. 


. . 


TITTY” Rs 


p 


SIR, | | 
VV take it ſo ill chat the late King of $ 
: drnand the Dake of Wer ace * in a dn 
. am not ſo great a ler as you, 1 Want. = 
bale oth 2 or | hope thee long face Hewadbr and q 
giton were ſung, in the moſt memorable debauches 3 and l 
not your own Athearus taught you a Song concerning # 


* 1 
ly, | 
your 


* 
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yet dead; 
1h «Hive 


Ou ap i ron + Afgudduor dera, 

2 071 rein: dp gv. 
— s Achernenſibus : Ad quam locum Scholia- 
| 


4 
7 


: 
* 


kk 


mon- wealth arc there treated on; Ceſar and em- 

re boch arraigned there, you find comtoverſes and 

| afories, with counſels given to Conſuls and Difarours, 
and if you plcafe to have me tell you after a more Noble man- 
ber. : 


Hic ſoceri canſa, & generi, cenſente C atone, 
Et longe ineria, et nimit damnaatur bonorer. 
Hie bone Libertas, tranquil ls obſcuraque vita, 
Prafertat reęno Italia, ac viffricidus armis ; 
Conp /rurque d, Sylls, privatus ut altim 
Dormiat, c numeret ſalſos in littore fluſtus, 
Equoreeſque legat conches. 


1 This good counſell that 7 given to Sylla to fleep ſoand- 
Ine in mind it a time togo to bed, and take leave of 
N Vir learned Lordſhip, 1 am, : : 
1k SIR, 

. 1641, Tor, Oe, 


Let- 


cbaiſe Letters. 
LETTER XXX. 


x” 


, . 4 — * 

. 7 — | kf already 

and enj caccably the 222 . 

ing ate that of others, | 
| SIR, | 

Aug 10. 1646. Tercec. 


LETTER XXXI. 


82 


Arie 


To Monfieur de la Thöbend'ber. 


SIR, 
Had cat to morrow into Pein, if 1 had not this day l 
you were ar Paris, Your Steward amazed me with ui 
newer, and hath taken me off che hopes | had to fea 
here within four or five dayes. The Learned Peyrerede is to 
here within that time, if he be a man of his word. He lum 


along with him his obſervations vpon F baum! and 


27 


— 


92 


* 
4 2 
ö fact 
7 
4 
* : 


* 
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* 


in us own Language as 

y. Bur what honour 
bright a day will this be, and what new 
ſplendour ! 1 am now making read 


middle of 
„ ee Hi 
ang day be written by ſome Cemberwille. I ſpeak in eas · 


„A did nor do more for bis facher then your ſonne ha's 
y dose for roaſted apples. I am, mT 


81 
08. 16, 1643. " Tour, toc. 


LETTER XXXII. 
To the ſame. 


51K, 
Loom you do not care much to be put to charges, but I know 
— ee cuſtomes be antiquated, 1 there: 


i — fit 222 naturall liberal: — 
rler proyi this yeare. Among l you 
— x 


vill receive a Sattin Thefis dedicated to me by the 
ol me , of which you may make that learned Mask, you 


ed me the plot of. It is true, Creſſet is 2 
| . 1 


* * i 
RF N ; 

1 11 

- | 

* 
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this world, and man na lirtle roo far hm cio rh 
do you take Monſieur ——— for, a —_—_ 
of you, and who of lace is become all Forme , all 
Genus „ all Species , all and Predicamenc ? 
 mummery could nec be i 
hath ax lead ewo thouſand ready. 
han, and not one but is over-wei 
| one at fo a meeting, 
— — © fg 

Tome malls eres. leflicam comtere on ! 
naman" +7" wie termes of our fe 
SIA, 

| Nov. 3. 1642, Tour, &t. 


LETTER XXXIII. 
To the ſame. 


SIR, 
Oran aner 10 all you 
notice that I am refolved to 


A . 9 


© LEST ES — „aer 


me 
the Wits,and am conrene to loſe the cfteem held of a De 
at the Lerter-ſtyle , provided ſucceed me in the c 


—— you would be A it, if had never 
—_" . Letter I received you, for | 

the and ſtron that 
ſhewes 


writings is fo 

— _ 8 Fro 
me i t i . 
All chat is left us of the e ee nds 
the moſt eminent Maſters comes not meer this 
u end Uh votetrars, Bay al 
2 | 
over the 5 £ is work-eandaly ja | 
| £2inft your, —. I am Lam tall you, 
5 | 
Dec. 29. 164). Tour, Of. | 


rr 1 
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| LETTER XXXIII. 
To Ag Conrart, Councellonr and Secretai to the King, 


SIR, 
T is neceſſary that I be very fumely perſuaded that your 


delle is infinice ;: for if 1 could ſuppole it had any lumita, 
what ſotehe ad durſt I appeare beture you Vet i do it, 
and chat with a firange confidence : not only to make you par- 
don for doing amitle , bur allo to beg leave to continuc in my 
faalt. Never was ſuch a boldnefie heard of: never did effendec 
eſe difemble his inclination to cvill, nor created more famili- 
zly wich his judge. All that can be faid in my juſtißcat ion. is, 
chat l ſinne out ofinfiimity , and that my offences are neigher 
malicions nor Yoluntary. 1 languiſh here at the end of the 
world without ation or motion. I am a burden to my ſelſe, 
ad of no uſe to any body clic. Iam', if you would have me 
iprak in a higher ſtrainc,a paralyrick lande of Common locity , 
1 Sir, ſome principle of life, which I reſerve toc 
you , and my beat is ſtill ſound — to honour you as [ 
Js. That 4s | enght is gs unlimited as your goudneile 3 
though you were not an extraordinary perſon, and une of 
the things of che world which l admure ( who am m very 
great Admirer) yet you have obliged me to be more then any 
man in the wocld, 515 


O& 14. 1639. Tour, Cc. 


LETTER XXXV. 
7. the ſame. 


SIR, 

Our Dofour is nog Orthodox ; at leaſt he hath been ill ins 
formed, for I have not ſo much as dreamt (as he told you) 
of putting any thing to the prelle. I am ſo nauleated with all 
things chat ace called books, that in the mind I now am, F 
wy would more willingly blot out all chat ever | writ then reſolve 
ee them faire. Be plcaſ'd chen to afſure the intelligencer, 

= he received a falſe alarme. I do 2 my hear: t.rgive 

| memory of Don Kederigo , and bury all my injuries and my 
{| 'reatments of them in * 21 . Ae to diſturbe 
de quiet of Church- yards, to fence with my pen againſt 
to Violate the Franchiſes and ſanctuary of death, le is 
+ ti ue, 


e 
E. Sr pleaſe v 

ica ou 
9 r 


your opinion 
DD 
then I am, ern 
» 


Apr. 7. 1639. Tow, &. 
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THE FOURTH BOOK. 


LETTER I, 
To Monſieur the Prefident Mainard. 


FIR, 
Ee are now in the beginning of OfFoder, and your laſt 
Venter promiſed me your Company heic in Aaguff, if 
you were alive, | pray Heaven you be rather falſe then dead, 
and chat you break your word, yet for many ycates to come, | 
now that, in Poctry , ier laugh. ac the per jur ies of Lovers, 
Bur remember your —.— was made in proſe, and that it is 
allowed you to be alwayes fabulous. Yet if there be no means 


| drive you from your hd nm, Nor reduce your fiyle to the 
2 & truth, it ſhall not hinder me from enjoying my 
| debres by 


another way. I have deciced to fee you, though | en- 

beige my way through all the Mountaines that ſeparate ws, 
1 all che Batbary int you and me. For this 
2, I have in my fancis de ſned my ſelf a licrer, becomming 
the Equipage of a Spaniſh Embaſladour ; and I am now ſend- 
=g % the moſt noted faires of Pein to provide a couple of 
as black and ſleelte as thoſe your Predecefours aflig- 


} 2d todraw the Coach of the Moon. Whien this is dene, l let 


kh for the upper Auvergne, and br wich the ices and 
abemiries of — 2 live — 2 paſſion thats 


* 


bent of hre and twenty can be ſenſible of, 
Kee ſeqnis mibi amm plecet. Melt novit amare, 
Odd. 5. 1641, : Tas Ge. 


g 2 


ico Cloſe Levers, Book thi 


4 


| {LETTERY., . 
© To Afonfenr Girard, Secretary to the lard Id be. 

pernon. | | a 

: 8 { R, f | | 
Vo. wult needs be a per fun if much refol ron that len 
undertaken a purficy to Per with the Poſte of Bearden 
lam je aluus of the ſuccels of your remerity : for unletie you 
| defended with A Pataſd? av broad” 33 Ajaxe's buckler , l 


you wilt have cauſe to complain of the too great brightneſes 
the month of Jah. 


Vos dera, doniis Macide de Mentibus Aura, 
Ac.Cfum ili lenite, grevem lenite latorem. 


A mate tender with cannot be made for a Miftrcls, Bats 
' Canmon the coole gales fo farre, and to make them come b 
Grece into France, | cannot tell how is ſho.11d be cf 
withour one of Apelles wiracles, who docs not alwayes pr 
me the ſupplications | addicfſe to him. However, 
the good intentive of your friand, and do not take it ill dur 
} wiſh you at the h:ad of the River Loire, and on the plains 
£ravffe ; the ſame gentle aire | ſuck in on an E vening oa 
| banke of our Charente, | ſay the Evening; for iter thut, the 
is no gentleneſs for me, | lye ever on Thornes ; and- 
contimully unquict nights. Yer ſince I have begun to be ph 
fant with you, | am 1efolved to to through fo. It is bett 
make you a tharer in my et mtorts,thentye you with my 
tations, | am he. in ee &, that dayly wake Aurora 
a conſtant waner on the houres, when they open ea 
talls of Heaven 4 that ever gather thar fiſt Power of the @ 
the Puers ſprak luch hne things of, Nay, I may credibly 
that this very morning, | :aw the Rocks that fur: x 
prolpti ct of my Chamber, turned into Porphyry, and ths 
am a perpetuall wienchs of the Suns actions, | 


hn « mre mild not full expended rey; 

DU, on car Hills brgins to Ke dy. 

The Mai of Pere, and the Indian 6 
could not fy more. 1 hus we talke magnificently of ans 
ſeries. duch diſcaſer muſt be gently palliated as admit} 
cute to try whether Quack ng my have better 


Phyſicke. Since I cannot be happy by a {lumber , I. 


* 


8A 


- 


SSAALEEEPETYEELoaf 


— 


EEFRERACEAT 


- 
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vor to rake all the delight my watchings will allow 


Sic vigile Comer Affrorum, ſe! 'oqu* d. ores 
Ipſe mevs,mibi fic nofter dat lafere Verdun. 


At leaſt he furniſhes me to write you a Letter without mar- 
or. For if | ha | been ſo mind d, I could have made an end 
of it ac the beginning, as well as that Grand Perlonage herero- 
fore began at the end. | could have told you ume dan 


and have forgat nothing [ bad to ſay, that ] am, 


SIR, 
Ju!.zo. 1642. Tour, (9c. 


LETTER III 
To the ſame. 


iI, ? 
4. \/ Ou arc a notorio n deluder, or a de luder notorious. [ſpeak 
by both waycs to ſativie two Grammarians of my acquain- 
"| tance, who are at variance about the precedence of the adjxc- 
we. Bar, to tic at you more faircly, | ſay 1 have not per- 
all you promiſed mezand | have ene cd, to no purpole, 
alnoft tur months. Yet | do not deny to admit youg jufſti- 

bent ions, and believe it is only the neceſſit ie of — jineſs 
that hath made you forfeit your word. | beſeech you there- 
tore diſpatih that buſineſle ſyeedily, and come trimwaph 'ac 
I > pre be victos c: your go to obtain at Paris, The throats 
n fall cheſ. Law fairs muſt be cut, and of all chat looks like 
an. The brood muſt be tified in the Cradle. For my part 
, S have ſuch a Naturall enmity »gainſt chem, that | am ſo — 
J for becomming a ſolicitour Ho a of the Cauncell, the Parli- 
x wem, or the Exchequ:r, &c. that 1 cannot fo much as re- 
et any thing from the Soveraigne of all theſe Soveraigne 
4 Courts, Nec tui ſunt res bumene. ui Be/zecins (why not he as 
well as Scaliger ? wel ulli Monarchs ſupiex fi. I amoonk- 
dent you. will not retutne uncdificd from the conferences you 
l have with that Sage perſon to whoſc acquaintance | re. 
of commend you ; and you will confeſlc to me that his vertue, 
og rough high and Sovcraign, hath nothing in it ſtrange er Sto- 

| Fall, Quod pace Zenonis, Ch.yþppi,Cleanthir, & noftri 

L enim, þ neſeit, puruwm putum Stoiciſmum, eticn 2 
6 3 6 
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0 


May. 12. 1643. Tomy, Ge. 5 


have take n ſome time to Jearne the Mappe of that little aa 


4d Silviem ext ad Phillidem ſcribit , mult4 cam e Ie 
Kc. 1 am, bes: 
S1R, # 


LETTER III. * 
To Aesßeur dc Bellejoy. 


Sir, | : 
} Would no have been fo lazy, bad l beleev'd genie * 
gens. I conceived that you havin never been at Paris waald 
So that according to my computation, aticr you had worne 
one month in recoveri ſelfe of your journey, you wat 
ſpent another in finding our the Climate where Mean 
Cboplain lives. I have now given han o_ —_— 
promiſed you, in the moſt advantagious language I could & 
vilc. He will inform you of it at your firſt conference, # 
ſhall juſtific my affeRion, in caſe you accuſe it. He inn) 4 
of an eminent vertue, all and all Resa 
wham it may be ſaid, # well as of that Thet be di 


pen in ſenſe. e po wap pee | 
then 


more the oracles of Pytbig; bur you muſt gal 
him with docility and ſubmiſſion: you muſt know, ; 


The gremeſt Clerks, art not the wiſe men. 


Infiexd of the Panegyrick you intend, I would adviſe you | 
andercake the cranflacion of a Greek peice of fome Chril 
Author. There are excellent in thar bind, as you know 

| jenen, Theoderet, Re. Youny 


erer ger MON OUSRGOLI OO” DW FESD2S WIS fre 


Api. 4, 1639, 
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N. 
3 LETTER V. 
T6 Abafexr Zailichem, Connce!lour and Secyetary to bis Highneſs 
the Prince of Orange, 


[ 


SIR, 
Reveived your Lergr * if it had dropped down from Heaven, 
and bro n me back my good fortune. | ſpeak thus, in te- 
| thought you were not willing | ſhould be happy any 
, and becauſe | grow diſtruſifull of all the nd — 
of tha world. The obſtinacy of your filence made me feare 
— Sepryn the diſe ntinuat ion ot our correſpon- 
ener. I had a mind to flacter myſeclfe , I fancied 
had forgot me without hating me, and that friend{bip 
hed expired of a naturall death. | have cry d aloud bat my 
voice was not heard : 1 writ Lowers e For 
zune erue 1 | could retort all the complaints you urge upon 
me. I evuld call you crucll, or at leaſt diſdainefull , but chat 
Ind rather find our ſome exrrinſecall cauſ. of this default and 
ley the blame upon rhe Poft» , or the Seaſons ; Fortune, and 
Deſtiny, and any thing elſe, then you. At laſt I underſtood, 
there was 8 packer for me at Paris, and the vertuous Madam 
— ſent me the tidings of it. Bur, wd you believe, 
Sir, hat this packet ha's growa old at the poſte · houſe, and t hat 
after is arcivall at Par u. | was confirain'd to expect irs com- 
|} ming hither above four months? Certainly there muſt be ſome. 
Damn envious of my happincfie whoſe only employment is to 
barricadoes between you and me, and way-laycs all the pre- 
| that come to me out of Holland. Sometimes he intercepts 
any your Letters 5; ſometimes he is contented to 1erard them, and 
Ky not being able to make me loſe your affection, be croſſes me all 
1 ke able , inthe enjoyment of your favours, Neverthe leſſe, 
uy in deſpighe of thus evill Spirit and all his malice, your qo 
' we herepur into the port, after a voyage of ſix months; and 
" n Letter, | have received the platſorme of your 
ant » To judge of the excellency of ſuch à complear 
z Fequires more akilfull eyes then mine and ſuch as are 
| purged of carthly vapours, and rhe Barbariſm of the 
i= Country... A man muft be of Nome to do it, and not of this 
"1 "Lage, where nature indeed, bath ſome graces and allure- 
Þ ents 3 bur are by violared on all _ , and b — b.. bg 
J outrages by Artificers. Inſtead of your Ideas of perfeQi- 
7 ®, and your Mafter-pieces of Wit and Hand, you can ſee 
g 4 nothing 


Witt» T2010 To 1 RE 
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nothing here but confuſed z but Monſters and Pub, 
| girs that will trouble you to bebold them, Thy 
u not one part in its right place, not one place bur hachanly 
eongruity in Art hitecture, and offends the E yes of ſuch a 
upon it knowingly. So that if you would do me the lamely 
our you defire I ſhould receive at your bouſe, I ſhould be fra 
(our of feare of bringing you into a Chaos of diſorder and ing 
larity) to pitch a Tent on the bank of ——_— havi 
1 ze to make my houſe inviſchle. The 
of yours, doth not plcaſc me a whit leſſe then the two deo 
ons which the younger Pliny have left of his, You coat 
chuſe but be extreamly ſatuß'd with it, and I conſeſſe your 
not ſpeak too highly of it. But when it ſhall be attended wa 
che [hiflerration you make me hope for 3 then indeed, you ay 
| fay, you have built for Erernity , and more juſt ly ſing then 
| . ; 5 8 oh 
anne 0 us exegi, quod nec uit ira, nec iger, G 
lam very ns for the fight of this ſecond work, th 
pute work of your mind, But when ſhall | be able to go u 
| poſſcſhon ofthe Apartment you offer me in ſo obliging tema 
| and aſſure you, not by figures and paper, bur by my o i 
and by the mouth of the 8 18 t Im perfeRly, 


Jan. 25. 1640, Your, Os, 


LETTER VI. 


V To nen de Campaignale, Lieutenant is the Regimen of 
Kings Guard. 


In, My Deere Nephew, | 

Wiſh ſickneſſe be none of the cauſes of your ſilence ! Be 
ſtoathfull as ſloath it ſelf. rather then ind iſpoſed in the let 
meaſure. It ; an imeteſſed pei ſon that ſpeakes to you ; and! 

beſeech 72 preſerve your health for my ſake. All that 
de called diſcaſe in your perſon , would ſo ſuddenly comms 
cate be ſelſe to mine, and difirat me in ſuch a ſtrange 
that I ſhould become the manſion of paine , and yay only 
K ne e mind the fg 
ſou put me in, laſt yeare, and your kts of five and thirty bos 
3 ; 1 leave ths ſubject: And if 71 un 
be loft, this ſhall let you know , that I am extreamly ſari 
with your negotiation; I admire that capacity in one and : 


1 


U 


m—_—— 


1 


1 1 eas een en 


1 
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& ey and fach ity without experience: It deſerves a bettet 
" ent then | ni, and you wrong your ſelſe 
warwe of my Licr nt, who may one day be 8 great 
Embaſſadoor ,and con s from King to King: You want 
# nerhing bur favour to do it, for in the School you are,you will 
"] —— — 2s you were horne wich the 
| eulicary, — — We ee merry tngether according to 
| aur wone, yet one may jeſt and ſpcak truth to, and do not con» 
m# aivechar | eftcem you a Jeflc brave man then that other Gal- 
hat of your name, who is called in the Hiſtory «of Flanders, 
1 Signier di Campegnole, Seide di im grende, | am with love, 
= ” SIR | 
* 5 


5 
FX 
> 
. 


8 

ur, ee. 
LETTER VII. | 

8 Favereau, Councilauy to the King in the Court of 


dear Nepbe 
Aug 10. 1644. 8 7 


ydes 
31 
B. to admit from me the ſame excuſes which you 
to me, and do not judge of my aft ion by my com- 
plements, I am ſometimes ſo backwards in writing that 2 jour- 
ney of fifty leagues would not put me to ſo much t 25 2 
Letter of ſᷣve and twenty lines, and as weake and feeble as 1 
em, I had rather take Poſtc to go viſit my friends then take my 
Pen in hand to ſend them news of me. It is no ſmall marter, to 
ralke and have nothing te ſay ; te want matter and fill up . 
ſheet of paper with words. In truth, I am aſhamedto fall fo 
often into repetit ions of the ſame thing, and to be alwayex te- 
— 3 2232 pleaſe therefore only — 
you have made Mademoiſelle c ampeignele the prou- 
af of Virgins, but this pride — is bur reaſonable : the 
whens of your remembrance which ſhe hath received we ſo 
agreeable that there is no confefiour fo ſevere but will indul- 
Eber the vanity ſhe takes in them; for my part I have a con- 
cement in them:for,me thinks, after ſo glorious an approbari- 
a is more hoyour to be her Uncle then before . [ 
an ever with paſſin, R 
SIR, 
M 1638, Tour, &c. 
Leuer 
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LETTER VIII, 
the jave. f 


Love i canugh to make her angr y. Bur viton in 
i „ and ſhe ane 
not meane Love, Saane of rhe Ter effiall Vows, bu 
the wic Low, Sonne of Verns Urania [ goo beyuns 
r — cp 
command from the Scheller who would receive your i 

tians to aſſure you,ſhe honours you perfedly. As for me, 
ate not ignorant that 1 am the moſt in che World, | 

CE 


| SIR, | 
| Sep. 3. 1635. Tur, &. 


LETTER IX. 
3 Lavaux Sant James, Reh of the Du 


SIR, 
—— — a while : but you haveb 
| metro — of your debe ; and 
more forward to commile rate my infirmities, then to blame a 
| Sometimes | attend . 
| wy Learned neighbours ve opportunny to Fea 
your excelicne Manuſcripts before my turne came to recen 
that conceammear. At | have ſurveyed Joo 

ie 


E Neisser g crete 


wichall how ftrong and vigorous / 
paper, *as powerfully as you could have done in the Pw 
it ; your Orations in the ſilent and quiet manner of readily 


j 


HAT 44141 
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* 
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warm me, even after the heat and motion of your action 


that the Prodigall is better then Ni 
mare commendable then defect. It may io fall out that the 
difeipler of the Bemnboes and Manuciogs will not aſſent to this 
concluſiom. er they will ſay, you are lefie Latin chen 
their Ance ſtour i, you are not of the Se of Cicero: Bus 
were there no honeſt men of the party of Mare Antboayes # 
Is there but one way to go to Rome—=—? Provided youdo 
— | not adviſe you to go out of your tracke. 
Where where is good and good; uſe the liberty ofcleRion. Fl 
w ricaven, fince your wings arc ſtrongiand do not rc. 
Genn as yours. It i better to reſemble the Anci® 
nan their courage and wit, then their Phyſiognomy, or g 
of The Ancients themſelves have ſaid that ſpeaki 
well does 1 yore from dhe mouth ſo muchas the breaſt, 
Sweerneſs, and purity, deſerves to be commended: But ſtrengih 
and Grandeur are above all praiſes; and if we delight to behold 
the gliding of Kivulcts,we look upon Tempeſts at Sea wich ade 
muaton and aſtoniſhment — . Thc Reverend Fa- 
ther Adem, when he delivers you this Letter will give you a 
further te ſi anony of the eſteem | have of your merit, and che 
paſſion with which | will continue as long as | live, | 


SIR 
Much. 15. 1646, 5 | Your, Sc. = 


not more devotion for our Saint Martha of Poifteu then i 
your Saint Genies of Provence. But let us leave this tr 


to which it is ſo neer a . ee : 
tongue, in clecre and intelli 
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* 7 va 

LETTER X. * 

To the Reverend Herber And ew, P reecber of the o 
Fr. Dominick. mA 


; , 

Am notes ſibje& worthy ta be preached by you, and 
re ere b 
hand ir to write > | perceive by them you cannot fiye bur hi 
and chat you abuſe good Language, when you do not ing 
ic lawfully, Reduce it | beſeech you, to its primitive andh 
g-rimare uſe. Lay out your Rhetorick only towards c 


vation, and returne to delight ur by inſtructing us. Since 
Merality and Poljticks have neither made me a beet 
happicr man. I expect that from the Goſpell and from m 


which Pl av and 4 e.could nr give nr. As there is ad 
ficacy of Erronr of which the 4pofile ſpecks, fo there is a 
animares the Spirirs of Apaſtolicall men; and mak 
x ſelf viſible in their diſcourſes, This ſacred violence 
waning in you, and I am deceived or l have more then 
ſee 2 it ue out of your mouth vvkh Thunder and Lig 
to work upon the fouls of your Auditours. Mine may be oi 
ed without refiſtance ; She will gaine by ſuftcring her ic 
be conquered, But befides my inte reſt, civility obliges 
it l muſt needs owe you the reformation of my Life, that 
triendſhip may not be diſhonourable to your vettue, and tha 
may not be lefic one of your creatures in our Lord, tha 
am, 


rs eee ans s aereee 


— * 


Reverend Father, 


Feb. 1 ;. 1646. Your, (5c. 


CEITER XL 
To the Reverend patber Hercules, Provincial of the fubeniſ 
the Chriffli an DeFrine. 


Reverend Father, | 
Ou have diſcovered a Saint to me whoſe Holy d 1 
you to keep : and from this time forward I declare 


„ left we plunge our ſelyes into Cancting "6 
Let us ſay in t 
igible tear mes, that the Zune 


Penne pang 


icall 
he vy 
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nere ſent me, is one of the hne ſt chirgs that ha's arrived a- 
Fa, bore us from the Country Latin, a long time. The greateſt 
Jen of the Modernes. ſing, and meanc nothing z and they who 
can 
11 


N to the pen poſe, are o unfortunate they cannot ling 
* Your friend is a Poet in all reſpe&s. Beßdes his Arc 
i Abetotick, which is neither flrained nor obſolete, he hath 
| wand courage ; which is ordinarily wanting io the moſt en · 
14 reeſiying „ and the pureſt ſlyle of Latine. Theſe re no 
7 witles 1n mulick , no words empty and wid of things ; as his 
S tax calls them ; He happily caprefles what he thinks, and 
4 chicks noching but what is excellent. He does imitace in fuch 
it a manger that he himſelſe is even an Originall. * 4 ol 
Children, not oge of the Apes ot Antiquity; and Tom 
F noching of his but his Articles of Treaty with the Muſes, I 
Gal bave concluded, he muſt necefiarily be no * 
# gallant man then a great Scholler ; no lefle of the Court of 
/ then of the Age of V:rgil/, I find this Capitulation fo 
J pat, that I am vext it was not mine. Me thinks none but 
ſhould bave been the authour of it, and I proteſt, that this 
very part of the Poem would have bred envy in me; if the len- 
be ſore, had not given me an Antidote of Love. He 
x me too much bonour to . My dear Couſen Madam 
e Neſmond is the:confident of my heart; and to all che relati- 
| ong the (hall make from me, | entreat jou, give-credit as to wy 
a af ſelſe, who am moſt of all men living, 
Reverend father, 
de I i. 14. 1646. Teur, &. 


e 
ve. To my Lord the Marqueſſe of Montauſet, Governour and Liew- 
tenant Generall for the King in Saintonge, Angoumoiſe. 


ben r MV Lord, 
I net to be thankfall enough be ingratitude , 1 have reaſon 
Id complaine of your genc1ofity ; which drives me into that 
Involuntary crime, by teduc ing me to an invincible diſability” 
This is the third time your excetfes make me apprehenſive, 
and ſenfibte of my poverty. When you de me favours, you de- 
ewe me of the meancs, to thank you tor them; and the Lan- 
182 is ſo lively, ſo Feel and tull of fire, that I 
mine. no more but ice in compariſon of ix. You leave me 
aething to lay, fo ther I muſt for my own benour — 

| c 


fe virhia thougher ; 
IE 
inreriour 1 


”= 


ans 4 ere ? Never hy 


fices, oranh lot 
u E 2nd Co 


. Julia wit the allowance and conſent of 
ought not to confider the Grandeurs of the world , but u 
cctiorics to his happineffe, 1 am too much obliged t ro _— 
divine” perſons for their goodnefle in remembring me, fer! 
eannot diſcerne any thing in my ſelte worthy that honour im 
leſſe it be that 1 am your Adorer. Be pleaſed to conceive, ſa 
thoſe latter words in the full extent of their "or 
being impoilible for any to be more then 1 am, 

My Lord. 
Feb. 15. 1645. Toxr oe 


CEFTER XN, 
To Menfeexr de Burg, en Adwcate in the Parliem/ns. 


SIR, 

T2 what end do you waſt your labour andyour colours, # 
delude a man that knowes himſeWe > The excellency & 
your Art doth not correct the defects of ir y perſon ; you! 

Aifguiſe me, but can never give me a new ſhape. 1 | 

worth infinicely more then I am, were l but like rhe ori in 

you have drawn. What ſhould not I be, wire but rhe md 

Þ mma I. etter ſpeakes of > Bur ſince you deſigne to makes : 

, you make your Letter a Romance. I find my Z 
ned perſon in all rhe things you tell of me. 1am © 

formed matter of a work whoſe whole beauty is derived! 6 

you; and afrer ] have confidered it with delighr, 1 cannot l 

upon my felfe without diſconrent. The actions you commt 

me for, repreach me that | have hitherto employed — 


rr * — 


TITTETE — 


re 
F 


— TIT 
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RY bent words. You make me remember wh remorſe the 
> wine of my life peſt, Or, it may be, you ſubrilly in- 
e, that it is tine for me to think on ſomething better and 
=> more ſolid, The attribute of Wiſe ,” that you in coartefic be- 
R . is doubt leſſe a with which you make for me 3 bur 
{52 you ſhould offer it after a more noble and obliging manner. I 
ld muſt labour to acquire the good | want to make your wiſh effee- 
aul hst I may be cone werthy of your praiſes and our friend's 
oi ieflimony. Yer his evidence is to be ſuſpeRed : | am bis errour 
"of and his diſcaſe 3 And though he be Cate in all other cauſes , he 
ende the moſt peſſionare and 1 
* — . —_— therefore from him witen he | Commenting 
| on the Chapter of my vertue: Believe him only when he 8flures 
© you what a high rate I ſer upon your merit, and of the ſerj- 
1} enproſeflien 1 make, co 8 a3 any man irihe world, 
] 3 2 


Fed. g. 1647. Tur, Ge. 


LETTER NI. 

Id Avaſenr Conrart, Counceliour and Scerteta to the King. 
JO uv eloquent, whoſe Nhe 
e writ me a Letter perſectiy » - 
toriek lift: me up to — Ar leaſt it raiſesme much 
. my own condition, and 1 ſhould berctofare have termed 
u the Theater of my glory: the miſchicle is, that all this is bus 
-y *preſencation and picture. Now I have read out your diſcourſe, 
ad my part is played, I ceaſe to be Achilles or d 

j This borrowed greatneſs deſerts me, and my old ty 1 
| of Pancsupon me. I lately ſaw at another mans the com- 
* plextef! perſon of all manlind, and find my ſelfe at home the 
amen of all Creatures. If you love me ' for drefling 


Tp me in your own garbe , and it I pleaſe you more in the orng- 


tf} es you have beſſowed on me , I can ſafely proteſt to 
"mk that you are one of thole I moſt deſire to pleaſe and of w 


1 * —— But 3 towards the 2 
v3 my tc, your eſteem is nothing comparable with your 
$] fiendfip. There are ſowe — 1 have not been ſen- 

7 ſble but in that part, and | now ſcarce ever reſent any thi of 

lf ©) commendations, or elſe I ſleep when I do read them. One 

ol | word from you does me more good then a whole pile of 

| and great words of which the wirs are fo * 
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Feb. 24. 1649. 


choice. It ad. 
5 


bee eee meddle with it; 
ali to 


lerve, 


| SIR, 
Nov.30. 1644. 


SIR, | 
I Wiſh our Grapes were worthy of their 
che excellent language ot your Lerner, 


and whole Gardeas of lowers, with which adi 
torick crowns baſe ambition. So l call the 


matte t 
r 
ambition of Old in their beads. It may be, o 
lein would be a ft inftrument to manage fo nice a Treaty 
* | 

opinions, then | am paſſionate for Rena 
nen : 
whomſoever,yea,agaeinſt my own off ſpring, being, u. 


LETTER XV. 
To .* 4 Huilliard, ConnrcBour 16 the K 1 BG 
| ON 


Tour, &t. 3 
LETTER XVI. 


To Moenfeur the , the Ki j 
— in none. 4pm ng, 


[ ores, che 
1 


% P rasg rss agrearre ra : 


2er: 
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inally of Lenguedoc, and L enguedec is the Ita ly of France. Rut 
2 tell whether the climate of Bala hath not altered 
their natural l goodneſs, or my name have not made them un- 
fortanate, However it be, Sir. you have all kind of power in this 
latle place ; and | have commiſſion from the Maſter of the 
houſe, where I am but a gueſt, to tell you, he expeRs the month 
of March with impatience to ſativfie your defire. He pretend he 
. will not keep any in his Narſery, but what you pleaſe to leave - 
hin, akhough he eſteems them incomparably much more 
then he did, ſince you gave them the precedence,when the Grape 
of Coignac was in place, which is univerſally eſteemed. For 
my part Sir, | find my lelf fo obliged to your eloquent civili- 
ties, that there is no Galernian nor Formian race in books ( for 
theſe are the only places where | think | polleſſe any thing) 
bur | would my ſelte carry into your Quarter, if there were any 
wy to make a preſent of it to you. But this can be no more 
then a wiſh, and that a Poeticall one ton: and for the leaſt I 
can offer you in the name of the Mules, after the honout you 
have done them in my perſon. | (hall ever receive your faroury 
with the acknowledgements they deſerve, and continue all my 
kte, with duc ie ſpect, 1 N 
SLA, 


len. 22, 1645, Tour, toc: 


TLETTERXR XVI 
To Monſieur Pcrrot d' Ablancoutt. 


SI, - . | 
1 news you ſend me hath not much ſurprized me. I know 
the perſon who is Re later, is an Enemy to Hereſy : but 
witha!l,l xnow he loves vercue in what place ſoever he finds it, 
ve it in Cut bers or Calvins. Your name does not fright little 
chilaren, as theirs do. It is pone of thoſe names that are odi- 
om to the Catholick Church: and on the otherfide, I do not 
_— the ſtrongeſt Romaniſme would ſuffer its ſelf to be 
Mollifed by fo honeſt a Hugenet as you arc, His Holyneſſe him · 
If, did be but hear you, would have much difficulty to con- 
.  « in your proceſſe; he would at leaft,allow you an In- 
rim: He would awhile hold his hand, and not diſcharge an A- 
1 but upon extreamity : But ſbould you be ſo ligued to 
your opinions, as not to accept his grace, and he not able to c x 
en feu out of the Bull Iz _ Domini; I conceive rw — 
rie 
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dartcd bis thunder upon your head, it would not be withat} vi 
his force, 


Mollins ( dubie jacular i fu! mina dextra, 
Tarpeia de rape, Jovem, te proper, e . 


As your Reporter hath done you juſtice, you do it tothe 
Jeſuir my friend :; Hu verſes arc worthy of your applauſe,and 
in my op nn he mieht have deſerved no cls from buchen 
and pollivly roo from Virgil, 

L avdatuſque foret Rome, vel judice Tarpi, 
Vitalit mens, & noſtio c:inſente Wearone, | 

But you muſi know that this ter ſe and lofiy Poet is the d 
eſt of that profefiion in Frence Threclcore and ſinteen Wip 
ters that have ſnowed upon his head, cannot extinguiſh his fu 
No nor ſo much as dmunith it, as you will perccive byte 
(olle & on ot his other Pocms. which 1 ſend you. When iu 
ha ve compared them together. you iy pleaſe to give me 
judg nent of them. I am, even to the Altart, 


SIR, 
Jun.26. 1540- Tan, Gr. 


VII. 


To the Reverend father Hercules, Provincigli to the Fathers Bo 
the Chriftian Do&rine, 1. 


1 TES SAA err 


Reverend Fat her, 
| bo | am eſteemed at Rome, it is upon your account; and if 
cher Strada love me, it is becauſe you have infected him will 
our paſſ. on. I willluppoſc too, you have not forgot to alt 
im of mine, and to do me thoſe civil) offices to him, whial 
may juſtly expect from your good neſſe. Que ſtion leſſe, you hut 
mag niſied the zeal of an Ultramontanè, one inamored of 
vertue,and almoſt an Idolatour of thoſe ot his Aner ſtourt, 
et id m comiter o bſer vat. Maieſtam Populi Romani, (5 in P 
cid Galli a, Romana quando que verbe non infeliciter conatur. 
cannot believe what an advantage I reap by the friendly 
of ſo excellent a per fon, and the longing I had to be one 
his fainiliars as well as your, Since Cardinal Bentivegli i 
mote in 114%, and N e my affe ction there is free, i 
all dirc6ly and in groſ to that great Jeſuire ; and you wil 
lige me by pieſcating him this Complement from me, in 


1 


2 i * | 
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ralgar Language of the Country · Muſes of his Country. 
Neg per — il jucceſſsr di Piero 
Regger col cenns i] Mondo in Vaticano, 
Ke ie reliquie del ſuperbo impero, 
Verrei welace al delice aer Roman? 
o the Me ſol per bonorar voi Pirto altero, 
and D' ogni e penſier ſchruo e lontens, 
wa Since you will needs (hew him ſome of my verſes, | ſend you 
ſome that ſpeak of Rome and him, 41 que un ex MITT que dig- 
nitgte Lou remember promiſed me ſomething — ic 
is athing | valew above all the moſt reverend and meſt 111u- 
op | firow itles and Lordſhips, than all the Green and Purple, 
Wie I had almoſt ſaid, than all the Scatlet in the place where 
fe} you are. How defirous am I of being good, and how much do I 
& need your help towards it / Be mindtull therefore of the work 


you have undertaken, and begin with a Malle which | b:g of 
you at Hants Maria Major; In 1 loco ; wag Deus optimus Maxi- 
ns tan menifeflus ac preſens, qudm Calum ac foders inſedit. What 
vill che ſevere Liiterals ſay concerning this enireaty, and the 
gentle wits to this Gibberiſh? The ficſt| will judge me to have 
c, | the fancy and conceits of an old woman ; and the others will 
fay,1 have the Genius and ſtyle of Mamurre: They, will re- 
proach my weaknefle 3 and theſcgray bai bat iſme. Let them call 
me by what name they pleaſe, and think of me what they liſt. 
But it ſuffices me that you know l glory to be your Penitent and 
Votay, as I am withall my ſoul, 

Reverend father, 


Jul. 3. 1645. Tour, Cc. 


. 
To Monſieur de Me nage. 


Sir 
1 Wricto your friend what opinion I had of your excellent 

of * Verſes ; and now 1 tell you, I have learnt them by heart 

and Gog them. Your Gondiades is termed nothing elſe in our 


Frexcigenin ſublime decus, Pes magna Sena: 


. 
Bur when ſhall we ſee the accompliſhment of our hopes, 
that the ſacred Senate may be a full Houſe z and not want one 


et che noþleſt members af 4 > Almoſt chicty yeares acc 2 
2 net 
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ſince the deceaſe of Cardinall Perron, me thinks it is highs 
to fill up his roome ; which is yet vacant after fo many nuns | 
rous promotions, There needs no more words to one of —— 


| 
| 
an appꝛ ehe nſion as you are; Let us come to the perſon 
celebrated in your Hendecaſyllabler , whom | love ( 
with all my foul. Now he is in the Centre of debauchery, of i 
to {peak mote tavou: ably in the Country of good ſ 1 
oblig han by your perſwaſions , ſometimes to defend hi 0 
gan tie mptat ions, eſpccially at the ſatall hour of ſupper, } x 
Vec 'avenes imitetur, um nec Hulicus arder f 
In medias canarum acies, in hecchica ducat r 
Pr alia, longewo nimum meint Fete. nt 
put him in mind that out Plato 1:ckons good cheere tun e 
day in the number of Urodigics, and that againſt Birkes and c 
poutts, cæte raque id genus intent gule ir71toments non ſath ea} b 
mortalitas ef, | give this counſell to my {che as well as rohinf 
fur tllough | am tor at Pars ; yet we find our ſelves here P 
in hor ſervice. They are Exped:t: ons, (rake this from me, juſt * 
that know all things) wherein a Conſtable and a Marſhal 
France ended thei: dayes : .es fiquidem nt Medici efſeverine} 5 
gala occidit non gladizs, Here isa firange kind of Geri 
Medley, that would fr ght or brethren of the Ac , be 
Cie'tro made ife of ſich a jargon-intermixture of 
guages in his commerce with . Pomponio Attics , 


you know, was none of ih Icaſt honeſt telJowes of thoſe ti 
bd you good night, an i ſleep at the period of this line, 
SIR 


3» 


Sep. 4. 1646, Teur, Of, 


LETTER XX. | 
To Monſgeur the Abbot Talon. 


SIR, 
yo! command me no hard task, nor impoſe any thing! 
i weighs me down; when you deſue new marks of 
to a memory that is exceed ng deaie to me. It will be cal 
me io obey vou, ſince it is to follgw my own inc linat on ji 
yield my ſeſfe to the propenſity of my affections. There 
much ſweetneſe in the 1emembrance of our ; 
that | may ſay; he takes refts upon this ſub jet, that iq 
with any other. The Genus Dermonfirativum was almoſt 
obſolete in the world, but you have reſloted it to a new 
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and h. But let ns have a right undetſtanding berwixt 
m fyoul pleaſe ; for f you deſire veries from me, | know not 
whether 1 hai! be abl: to content that d-lire, i have but a 
{mall Talent ofPoctry and ny vein diſtills.vcry weakly, drop by 
drop : t will ſcarce lupply above a Stang of four in tour dayes, 
An ramme draines it quite _ li- Monhevur the Biſhop 
of Gref, Mon ficur Guyer and Monbeur Usiture who are capable 
of high and long ini:r2tions ot rrucand juſt Pocns: They 
are - ter of whom you muſt require Lapiuar ies, Hymnes, and 

henles : and | verfwade my ſe lte they have not kept ſilence 

till now, but only to ſpeak with worc p.cparation, It ſhall be 
my glory that ! opened the Lifts tor them, and promiſed ſuch 
excellent Combarants to the people who expect them. But my 
comfort is this, that | have already diſcharged my duty, and 
the ſame mcanes given content to a perſon whom | per- 
ſedly eſteem. It is not neceſſary to explaine to you who that 
perion is, and you do not doubt the ablolute reality of my be- 


SIR, 
Sep. 25. 1644. | Tour, Cc. 


: LETTERS XXL, 
To Monfenr de Montrevil, cꝙtaine in the Regiment de la Me- 


illeraye. 
; SIR, | 

He relation you have given me of the firſt ſucceſſes of 
ye, your Arir.y, and the ProteQion you obtained from Monſi- 


| eur the Giond Maſter tor my ſiſters houſe, are rokens of remem- 
brance that have ſo:ncthing more ecflentiall in them then ordi- 
nary civilities. I-knew well enough that you were exceedi 
good and obliging , but that you were ſo exact and — 
vs, to tell you truth, more then I expected from a afriend of 
tuo and twenty; who having every where lawtull ecceßon of diſ- 
neon, does much more then he is bound to do, when he is a 
ll Food follicicer. My ſiſter conceives her ſelte deeply obl ged to 
a your gaodneſſe, and hath entreated me to teſtific her acknow- 
Len to which, if you pleaſe, I will anneze my own ; and 
you belides, that wie you at the rate 1 do, Iv glad 
w be confirmed in my opinion by your Letter, and to ſee there 
bog intelligencly you can ſpeak of the affaires of warre. I wiſh 
& may be as ſucceliefull, Sir, to you, as it is probable it will be 
h 3 . glos ĩous 


glorious to Monfieur your Generall, unleſs Fortune forſakd l 
ide and joyn with the Enemy, and ſo he faile to tec. ö 
thoſe deſignes he hath lo well attempted. You will havey 
ſhare, 1 am conhdent in t hole great exploits; and there u 
be honour for you to be attained, But, i it be poſſible, I prayin 
that honour be pure and without the expence of your blen; 
and bring back your Lawrels to your winter-Quarrers, Yau 
de ſer ve to live a pleaſant life, and appear at banquets, u 
you have ſhewed your ſelf ſo often in batte lis. | ſay che 
to our deareſt Monſieur de {a Guette, and am to both ef 
paſſionately, 8 | 


Aug. 3. 1635. A muff bumble, cee. 


LETTER XXII. 
To my Tor, ibe Arch-Bifhop of Tholouſe. 


My Lord, . 
12 Letter you did me the honour to write, revives wy 
grief, but withall bring me a lenitive. I cannot read i 
name of that friend we have loſt, but l in ſome ſort ſeem to la 
him again. But on the other ſide, ſince God preſerves youu 
. . the conſolation af our lofles, and the glory of our age, 1 as 


9 


not welcome ſuch god tidings with a diſple aſed 
nance and this very thought {weetens all the birterneſſers 
my foul. It is no ſmall content to me to underſtand, ye 
rurnc had ſomewhat of triumph in ir, and that you m na 
the affaires of — Charge amidſt the acclamarions of 
ple. The paſlion | have for you, gives me an inte | 
theſe happy ſucceſſes and making me look upon them #t 
as my own, and yours in the ſecond place. 1 could have wia 
ſelf a witnels of them, and have come to reverence you 
Chaire, which you render more 1lluſtrious then Thrones pl 
ſhing from thence the myſteries of the Son of God, which 
far better & more ſaving than Arreſts and Edicts. But l 
fortunatc enough for this ; and 1 aſſure my _ will bei 
mereifull in the purſuance of your Rights, and indulgent un 
weakneſs,that you will diſpenſe with a vow for me wich f 
not able to performe, I nſtead of the journey to Then 
v you, I beſeech you admit of that to Saint Ald 
h 1 will begin the next day after your arrivall h 
— — lee chat time yh impatience, and 


| . 
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ter my Old manner preparing many Queſtions for you to de- 
cide, and difficulties ta retoive;in the mean time, ſince you de- 
fe to know the ſ cceile of the emterprize of honeſt Monſieur 
Lirieuz(who was reſolved te have made nic a great Lord) I will 
tell you, that for my own particular, I am very well ſatisfied 
with it. It i: true, he did not bring me what he ſought after, but 
wy Lord ſent me lo civil and hanſone arctulall, that 
I eſteeme ir much more then that which was requeſted of 
him in my favour. He would without Qeſtion have granted 


the thing, if he hu not had a de gne to —_ me higher by 


not doing it, The manner with wh h hc thifred off his li- 


| beralxy was fo magnificent, and he took ſuch eſpeciall care to 
enrich x with many fine words and faite hopes, that | ought to 
reckon ir oneof the gieareſt favours that poſſibly I could receive 


from his goodne le. H that can ruinc us with a word, obli- 
acl, when he beſtows two dozen of lines to delude 


ger us 1 
ut, lam, 


My Lord, 
May. 23. 1636. Tour, Cc. 


LETTER XXII. 
To Monficur the Marqueſie de la Cale, 


SIR, 

ince my diſcaſes have forced me to a divorce from my mules, 
and a 7cnunciation , for three entire months, ot all thing 

printed and written, my ſilence hath a much more lawfull ex- 

cuſe then | could with it, and I do not conceive but inſtead of 

reproaching with my laz inc ſle, you will take compaſiion on my 


| kd fortune. It was in carneſt, a very dyſaſtrous happe to have 


a treaſute ſo my in ones cuſtody. and not dare touch ir;rohave 
the poliefſion of one of the fineſt things in the world without 
the poſſible power of enjoyment. This fine thing, Sir, is the 
Genealogie you were pleaſed to communicate to me ; and it 1 
tell you, che mul titude of choſe illuſtrious names dazelled me, 
and that confluence of ſtarrs which makes the milky way in 
heaven, does not caſt ſuch a ſplendour, nor encloſe ſo many 


 Demy<goes, | ſhall poſſibly ſpeak like a Poet, yet offer no vio- 


kncerothe purity of truth. You have that which Kings cannot 
confer upon their favourits ; that which was wanting to Au- 


Fur Son in Law to the ö Agrrppe. And 
4 


who 


i g 
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who knows not that his obſcure extration and the dlewiders 
his family could not be clenſed with many conſulſhips and 


ſupreame command of the Roman Armyes : There was em * 
ſome bold ſpirit or other that, upbtaided him of the newark 
ot his Grandeur z and the defeR of thoſe riches, here wich 7 
abound. If it were poſſible to drive a trade with ſuch s flak 1 
fo much defired, you would have a ſurpluſage, after "} ] 4 
ſupplyed a number of great Commanders, who are un pen Glo 
c. Jobn de Wert would be one of your Merchants Cem fra; 
Beck would give you a competent portion of what he hach I you 
laged in the wars for three or four of your illuſtrious nan} my 
There would bc eee e, to the door of your Cabinet 4 
ſuch Sons ot Earth and Night, would come chither to ſeek Id 


rents and Luſtre. But the great conſideration is, that the pw 
ſent doth not degenerate the glory of the paſt, and a 
your Vertue is worthy its Original. lu the converſatin ain 
afiernoon which I had once the honour to ſpend with you, yu 
manifcſted ſuch a pure and naturail generofity , that ſhoull 
your Heroes return to ſce the world again, l make no doubthy 
they would owne you by that very marke, and — 
This is eur true blood. For the excellencie of your foul, ei 
know not what capacity is,or yours is the cleareſt and moſt 
licate in the diſcerning and choice of things. I have ada 
the rare productions of it, and ſhould I go no further tha 
your myſterious Grotte, vrt you would be one of my bel 
thors, Sir, and whom I would moſt readily alledge, leut 
that among an infinite 133 of ravenous Birds that 
roof houſes, fuck humane bloud, depopulate Citties and 
CN have cauſcd one to be drawn beyond compariſon ty 
ger then the reſt, that tear es the Globe ef the world withh 
and 3 in Pieces what God had ſo well com 
And is it poſſible this Caprichio is originally Seintonge? £ 
jr go e rome or 3 dor ar leaft from Var in? It = 
Ty vent inn be due to you, I congratulate 
1 to ſo handſome a Fable; although I am ay t 
I knew it not, nor received your Pedigree,in thoſe dayes 
could have wrixeen gay letters. I ſhould not then have cc 
ted my ſelf with ſuch light dreſs and ornaments, as this 
pearcs in, nor the naked proteſtation I now make you, not 
ing able ro embe lliſh it with my ancient colours, of being ui 
all my foul, SIR, 
eb. . 1646. Tew Or. 


EE 
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| LETTER XXII). 


n eur d' Argenſon , Councellour to the King, Comptroller 
of the Revenue in Poitou, Saintonge, &c. | 


$IR, 
Joſt now received the Letter you did me the honour to write 
ne. iris indeed properly a commentary on my diſcourſe of 
i} Glory, bur ſach a one as correct and reformes the Text, and in- 
tend and Carechiſes the Authour. I yield up my opinions, to 
{ your, and yo1 have ablolurely convinced we ; fo that if i knew 
ſee as capable of the employment you dehigne me, as [ 
—— ix is better then that which hitherto bach taken 
eu care, you ſhould in a ſhorr time have a Treatiſe of Chri- 
aa Humility of my making, to cauſe you to lole the unſevory 
teu which that of worldly Glory hath left behind it. I made 
|. it formerly on an occaſion that obliged me to it; and my de- 
*in it was rather to condemn Avarice then plead for Vaniry. 
# ButSy, I muſt now let you ſee, that Secular Authours are not 
| aloayes ne ones, and we ſometimey confine upon matters 
of piexy. Here is ſomerhing concerning Apeſtolicall and Religi» - 
ous Rome, ther you may not think I am inſeperably addicted do 
coalular and triumphing Rome. The work is Chriſtian, ane 
wet —_— in the Language of the Church; and Monficur the - 
| Cardinall Bentiveglio hath- approved it ——, Vet 1 beſcech 
you expect nothing regular or dogmaricall in ir. I have not 


and Paragraphs. | have choſen the ſtyle of the aner- 
ent Prophets, rather then that of the moderne Boctours; and 
— am not ſo good a Drvine as Becanws , 1 would v 
faine be as good as Orpbens, if it be too much to Lay,as Devid. 


in mode and ah. nor ſliced out my matter into 


ſhall know your opinion of my Divinity, and my verſes, when 1 
= mens to ſee you. ** cannot be ſo ſoon as I wiſh i, 
am tient to be with you, and proteft to you by wor 
of mouth, — none is —_— then my ſelſe, 8 
| 5 
OR. 8. 1645, | Tour, &c. 
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To Af Eſprit. + 
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ings chat | was ignorant of behalf * 
god though ſhe. has not ſo many mouths , as thax ocher hy 
ymph who pre ſides over Panegyr icket. and funcrall,Orat 
yet ſhe hath extreamly » which docs not ma 
good ſubjechs „ #5 it embclliſhes only ſuch as are rrue I 
ceive 1 excrciſe your paticnce, and you cxpe& the name off 
i, Not to make you ich any longer; Shen all 


bath f 

_ 
the duties 

ed in Lucian: Toxeris. , in a word, a very magnißcentꝶ 


; geacrous publither of all your merit. But. xo tel you the wa 
* this laſt hath made moſt impreſſion on me, ade oh cls 
hx 1 wrice this Letter to you, with as lirtle . 

e ſix ſilence, I had ritten to you by ever poli 
is this all, I inrend lomething more then a Letter, and | 
commend a Suite and a ſolicitour ro you : I eatreat your ar 
and care for him to obtain what he defires, and beſcech you 
oblige me eſfectually in his perſon, with your intereſt in 
common Lord . I promile my ſelfe this good office 
your fricadſ{bip, and reſt wich pion, | 


Od. 15. 1643+ Taur, G. 


LETTER-XXVI. 
To Menfeur de la Chetardie. 


Sir, My deare Conſen, 

Secure my ſelfe to the utmoſt of my power from the fa 
cution of complements ; and for that purpoſe 1 have Jo 
out a deſart, more out of the way and le ſſe known then my 
At preſent I inhabite an enchaunted Iſland, where e 


Se + ESSQGESOELYS 


— 
— 


= 


S 52 2 5 > 3 pat 


(boſeLetters. 123 
all forr of Letters are not fead. Yours indeed 
age, not one of them arrives here, is 
e good ridings or other , or attended with 
and preſents me ſometimes with tempora 
ſpirituall, nor ſeldome with both. 
WS: I ann and are ſo 
1 2 * , that l aſſure you they make a 
. = E can be fo much his own encmy, or 
. E in deſpig ht cf Heaven , as to con- 
* — » 1 meane the favours of Madam de {s 
7 — NC re wr EN 
** — y dor it is too © 
of him delicare)as roraſte ſoch exquilire megtes, withour making 
1 — taſtes them > without lifring up his eyes? 
oY er ing ont, upon the firſt morſell , that the Nectar 
: 2 which ue receives from the hand of G 


re neither fweer nor divine incompari 


| But Madam my Couſen will ſome little time dif; wich 

de thanks which bad to her, ſinee all the gratitude I haye at 

* 1 words this day muſt be for Monkeur our 
—— take it ill, that | go ro faniſhthele 

— — — in ſatisſact ion on his 

I beg rhe continuance © — — offices to the excellent 

Cheralier, and beſeech you to believe, that 1 am ever paſſionate· 


ly 
; Sir, my Deare Couſen, 
Mar, 6. 1645. Teur, Ge. 


LETTER XXVII. 
To my Lord the Marqueſſe of Montauſier, R—_—_ and Lien- 
tenant Generall to the King in Saintonge, Angoumeis, &c. 


My Lord, 
Annibal laughed at a Scholler that diſcourſed of warre 
before him? This example has been an impediment in 
the 1 had to write to you in favour of Monſieur des 
— * And in truth, I know not what you will conceive of 
me, or w you will rake me for, it I venture to give an officer 
of your T a Cerrificare, there ſe le affinity de. 
twxit his on and mine. if it be — 7 adm: 
1 be ridiculous; 1 wil 
the confinesof my art, r 


prices 
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| prices upon things which 1 do not underſtand. 1 only « 
n. will not diſapprove a patlion 18. | 
i ah tele © me bs caching bar itory, s 
who comforrs himſclfe for many miſerie s he has ſuffered, ui 
the honour only he had to ſerve under you. Theſe ten 
we have been upon this ſubjeR, and I find in him fo incellign 
an admiration of your vertue, ſo much ardour and zcal to 
he be not runne through and through, a 


re 


Ne, 
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thing ; never 
the obligation, and not be leſie, then it I received them 


ſelfe, 
| My Lord, 
Jan, 21. 1647. Tour, Ce. 


LETTER XXVIII. 
To Monfiexr Conrart, Councellony end Secretery to the King, 


SIR, | | 

M indiſpoſednefſe having hitherto retarded my good 

ſignes, I could not poſſibly perform this duty to yt 
ſooner, nor give you notice ſince May , that I received Mev 
ficur Dailles Sermons, and Monficur des Cartes diſcourſes. Bd 
of them have written me ſo many obliging careſſes, and c 
mended me wich ſuch exeeſle, that there is nothing in their er 
cellent Lerters which belongs to me, be ſides my name. | kno 
my ſelſe in ic only by that; and without doubt, the high oh 
on theſe two perſons have conceived of me, will one dy 
be rep to them by their adverſaries it will be one «fi 
errours of your excellent Heretick, and one of the over 
of my admirable maker of SpeRacies, I have no mind N 


— 
. 
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erer you pleaſe to en joyn me, to give you my judgment of the 
1 1 know — — gy pg his rea- 
and Soveraignety hath no judge. Since be tells me, that if 
* 4 fired it, he would make a Ghoſt for me in ſour and twenty 

ls wars only by the operation of his innocent Science, and with- 
led as employing any evil ſpiritg: ftom that time forwards] took his 
a foal not to be of the fame order with mine, and that he was a 
P i ſc I knew hc was not a Mountebank. Bur ſhall we 
= beſtow chat ſcurvy name on our > 1 dare not : 
Lene any thing concerning him neither, Onely I feare, he 
don lege author it y then zeal, and that the parties do attriburs 
vos much to him to impower him with the Arbitremenrt cf their 
& goed wills, and wichour intreaty of any perſon, I am wichour 

reſerve, | 


* : 3 


SIR, 


u. 16. 1640. Tour, &r. 


1 Ii 


LETTER XXIX. 
To Monficur Coſtar. 


84 


SIR, 
[ Hare employed Seneca and Boetins, father Adam the Jeſuire 
and father Stephen the Capuchine to comfort me for your ab- 
ſenee; but l have ſet them on work to no end. It is your ſelf 
thar muſt put me into a condition of enduring to be ſome time 
#ithoxt you ; and find me out a remedy for the affliction yoa 
puc me into, by leaving me. You have lately done me that 
god Lffice in an admirable manner. For after 1 had receiv- - 
& your elegant Letter, I was ſo farre from being miſerable, 
that } could not containe my joy from — inſolent, it 
an extream infelicity to be ſeperai ed from you, but it is a So- 
retaigne bleſſing to have ſo great an incereft in your ſoul and 
affe&ion ; and theſe glorious tidings do ſo raviſh me that I do 
not leſs necd moderation now, then 1 did conſtancy three 
Gayes agoe. If Monſieur de la Thibaudiere were not the bearer 
of theſe truths, I would ſtretch them our longer, and drefle 
them up with more Ornament. But he will do me that ſer- 
vice, and | have more confidence in his Rhetoricke than my 
. one 


* 


. 
N 
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thet | am pertecly, 8 : 
ORſto. 1. 1643. Fa 


LETTER XXX. 
To Madam, tbe Counteſſe of Brienne. 


am, , 
17 s no place fo remote whither the | 
. your vertue hath not extended; the publick voyce hab 
entertein'd me with it in the deſart, and all France is in tha th 
Echo of Pœrinthe whole World calls you the good and genes 
Lady of the Court, and you arc not leſſe known by theſe amis} A 
ble names, then the illuſtrious Title you bear. This is d 
which deterree me, Madam, from ufing any Art, or indevourig 
by a long trainc of words, to begge of you what you cannot u 
fuſe me. Your protect ion is ſure, not only to deſert, but to 
ny thing that i; like it ; and you have confeſſed to monte 
the Abbot of Saint Nicolas that there is ſomething that cithe 
you, or deludes you in my writings, Thoſe which wy 
riend will preſent you from me, have already been in the 
e where you are, but fo diſcaſed and tattered that I am told 


ENF TROES nm ma ww a —- 
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x would move pirty in me to ſec them in that condition. I 8 
tey have offended the eyes of Madam the Pr inceſſe, it thy 

Have appeared before her with thuſe defects and deformain T 

and 1 am defirous ſhe might ſee them in a better and more , yh 

cent equi; You may pleaſe to do methis good 1 

f to her the Copy | ſend you. I moſt won! 

' beſeech you, do me this favour, and believe me, 12 

Madam, | how 

Dee. 14. 1644+ Tur, & | thee 

vhiel 

LETTER XXXI. ane 

— 

To Madam de Mafles. | — 

Madam, 1 

JPerccive you will not be in debt; the preſent I ſent you By of th, 

payed for above irs value by the thanks I received for it, 4 we of 
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Ml ; 4 art you chat are obliged ; ir is l, that am become Infolvent, 
E OT aber can | _ you for all the gcednefſes in your 
ler: for ſuch a deal of appt? a ny ns” and perfection as 
I beſtow upon _ If I had ge, , CO 
: us,) you over bought them aifng my words 
5 be —— le will — be your 20 if rufticity and 
plainenels of my works be not preferred before the polite and 
'| arty fyle of others: The compoſitions of a Provincial, ſhall 
unn upon che ſhelves of Kings, and kept up their trea- 
it your opinion be sed. If you may be credited, ſhall 
i} keannrxed to Plwterchs Lives, I am illuftrions enough, Ma- 
e ſtunation of me ; my works arc roo happy in be- 

as m your Cloſet, and be ſomerimes tuen into your 
kad. Would ro God, it could divert you to your content ! bot 
vhar wiſhes would | not make to ſerve you in ſore occafions of 
i and cvidence to you by my reſpectt and obedience, 


tar] am, 
Madam, 
lng 17. 1644. Teur, (5c. 
EZ TER XEAXE 


To Monfienr de Couvrelles. 


SIR, | 

o live in your remembrance is an eminent vindication from 

being as a dead perſon to al theworld;ir is to live glori 

whe commended in Madam DefſſogerCloſer . and 
fire more, or that 


u © 


nano if 


EISA 


There i3 no vertue ſo ambitious that dares 
wal chooſe for its Coronation day, any other place or per- 
hae." | perceive manifeſtly I was treated with a great deale 
_ oe then juſtice ; and I find my recompence fo farre a. 
ie the meane ſle of my merit, that 1 confeſs, 1ovve you all 
tar you chink you have given me. Ver it is nor this, ſot 
ich | am moſt obliged to you. What honour ſoever I have re- 
aued from ſo eloquent a mou th as yours, your words delight 
nuch more when they cure, than when they commend ; 
45 I thank. you more heartily for the recoyery of our excellent 

-} i Lady, then for my Paneygrick. Since I am fo roughly 
4 of your power, 1 cannot in the leaſt doubt the tr 
CT 

Z 


| *the miracle, and 1 know long agoc b har 
y experience that ou 
n able to accompliſh thirgs — the ordipary reach: I 
| was 
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was almoſt harraffd to death in the way to Peiffiers, when ww & 
ſortunately appeared to my ſuccours & me thinks,it was nah] af 
to unweary me in an inſtant, and to afford me delicacies u 
| ſcurvy Inne, then driving away a ſetled feaver. and giving 
ſolation to an affliced Lady. Aſter this, why do you tale 
the ſtrength of my ſtyle and rhe vertue of my writings, ya 
who act with ſo much efficacy in your moſt familiar en 
verſation,and each of whoſe words is a remedy ? ls it poſſe 
you can reliſh ſuch Latin, a4is produced amid ſt the baba 
of our village, eight dayes journey from Monficur de The 
and cightcen ages after Ciceros death? 1 know not un 

| am a Goth or & Roman, or whether it be gibberiſh, « 
language that | ſend abroad 1 Bur | am ſure you are 
obliging, and you prize even the good meaning of ſuch as ae 
IL, I have _— to ſay of this particular, but only that ju 
ſhall never applaud an illARour that honours you more dh 
nor. that can be with more paſſion then | am, 


Sir, | 
Avg, 10. t638, Tow, Oe. 


LETTER XXXIII. 
To Monfenr de Borſtell. 


Wa, 


Sir, | 

M. two years ſilence hath been the effeR of ſevenlli 

cauſcs : melancholy and grief have done their pas 

and there ha's been a little concurrence of debauchery wit 

erer f fe ſome buſine ſie. Any perſon i 
ber 


FN 


would think ſtrange that I put bufineſs into the naw 
evills, but ſince flye from it to the further enii 
the world , and the 1 of the defart ſeems more agteeilꝭ 
to you then the moſt eminent em ployments at Court I ay 
not fear to diſcloſe my ine lination to you which your 
ha's juſtified. You have __ me, Sir, by the care you | 
taken to let me underſtand the truth of that which I 
only by hear-ſay. Let Rouliers Sonne be of as menn eum 
on as he can, he is an illuftrious Raſcal, and I look upon 
as the Fentidius of our age. That Ventidins that beat the FF 
thians in ſeverall battells, and reve the affrones the by 
mans had received, clinb'd up from ſlavery to c 4 
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| the ſane fieps, that this man ha's done, and this Libel was ſung 
Aba all t Rome, 


„ 


Dirk 


— 
* 


Choi ſe Letters. 129 


Concurrite omnes augures, Haruſpicet, 
Portentum inuß tatum conflutum eſt 1ecens , 
Nam mulos qui fricabat, conſul fal us ef. 


I muſt confeſs you dive very deep into the truth of things; 
{ admire the relations you have ſent me. And who would have 
ghr ten years ſince, that Limofn would become as polite 
and as politicke as Tuſcany, | 
o fertile Deſerts, &c. 

Cootinue to make me partaker cf the fruits that grow in thoſe 
dry ſands you have ſo well manured. Think on my poverty a- 
. richesʒ but never doubt I be ſecch you, that I alwaics 
am with many acknowledgments, 


- SIR, | 
Dec. 28.1639. Tour, e. 


CETTER XXXIV. 
To my Lord the Biſhop ef Graſſe. 


My Lord, | | 
| Am no longer in the number of profane Poets. The Chri- 
ſtian Collection is perfected, and, it may be, you will not be 
dilpleaſcd to lee. your ſelf there under the name of Graus; If 
you had rather it ſhould be Dephnis, there is nothing ea ſier 
then to alter it, for it will not be any prejudice to the mea · 
. 


Nala bic Syllaba contumax repuęnat. 


My verſes are not otherwiſe inte rreſſed in any thing. And 
whenlcommend you, it is net out of a traffique chat Idrive with 
Complements, | do not barter with prailes for others: nor is 
Rad of gratitude I pay after the favours I have received. 
Thele favours in — 6 ſenſibly oblige me, and the thought 
jou had to trave ll a hundred leagues, ona viſit to me, fillsall 
in deſart with Glory. But though you had condemned the 
Ambor, of whoſe Paneygrick you have made an Euloey and 
ſhould chaſe me from your approaches with Thunder inſtead of 
Nin me a viſit; yer 1 am ſo convinced of your vertue, 2 3 

| i 1 
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would ever pertectly eſteem it; for orherwiſe , 1 muſt do vis 
lence to my own inclination . and commir a greater 
upon my ſclfe then any miſc hlete you could do me, net us 
during life, withall my ſoul, 

My Lord, 
Apr. 12. 1639. Tour, &c. 


| LETTER XXX. 
To Monfeur de Bois-Robert Mel, 4tbor of Chaſtillon | Þ 


SIR, 
Lu things dye, and are ſubjeR to corrupt on; it is an 1. 
verſall Law. But you ha ve affe ctiom that are priviledgee 

They know no declination z they hold ont againſt old age: 
having never been more vigorous and ardent. It was an 
nite pl aſu e to me to underſtand this r:uth in the Letter y 
did me the honour to write me. and to behold in it that l 
ftill yon tavourue,after | have held the place tt and tuen 
ts. Que ſt ionleſſe , we thall one day be propol'd for ens 
ples, and added to the Fables and Hiſtories. But how ft 
thing it would be, Sir, could the other parts ot our ſclvesle 
eſet ved inthe lame vigour that our triendſhip is , and th 
e that appeares upon our heads did nor ſigniße, there on 
in our vcines 2 Sce how dearce two vertues col us, which 
could 175 well ſpare, Experience and Grevity. In this w 
we myſt leſe when we get: we cannot be re ſpected, till we cus 
to be pirried:and the Epithere Ucnerable is moſt perperualily# 
tended with that of lime. For my part, 1 am ſenſible ot 
infirmity az often as ever | have any need of my ſtrengteh; 
not meane, forrunning or combatting in the liſts, b 
walking ſoftly and raking 8 few turnès in our Garden. Alle 
fire is retreated to the center of my foul , where, it may be, 
can tell you, it is yet quick enough ro kindle ſome thought © 
mirth , and make me a Poet in my old dayes, You fpeak a 
' cerning my Proic much more ad vanta giauſſy then it deer 
but you take no notice of the new diſcovery 1 have made inf 
own braing. The father Fourben, and rhe Embaſſadouns i 
Sweden liked it well, and encouraged me to travell further# 
ro the Countty, You ſhall ſhortly have your ſhare of 
rarities as grow there, which I have brought over from thei 
lately: but your whelr part mall not be hudled wich thay 
the publ. ck ? 1 pcomiſe you yet more then that. There 

: 4 
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THESE PEE GLES I © Bon 


be no parcell of my Latin, but Meter (hall gather his cuſt- 
ene from , and you ſhall find him at Balcac in as large Cha- 
ok | mers as in Horace, where you have read more then once. 
Motum ex Metells Conſule Cruicum, 
The Prelate is very well worth the Conſul: and is there any 
ding which I owe not to an affection f conſtant and pure as 


» lam 
e SIR, 
Dec. 26. 1644. Tow, iy. 


SETTER XXXYL 
To Monfeur de Scudery. 


Ii. 
I Very thing that comes out of your hands, every thing that 


Ly bears your name, is qu Your jemembran'e is very 
eng in all manners. In a little note, wrirten to another im 
the ity of a ſudden thought, raiſed only by chance, ic 
had been exceeding deare to me. | leave you to imagine wich 
what joy 1 received ir, being embelliſhed ,| with inbaune riches 
ad arnamcnts, and accompanied with an eloquent Preface, 
which I found followed by an excellent Poem. It this Pocin be 
te laſt preſent you intend to the Theater, as you put us in fear; 
you ent rake your leave of the people, with an Adieu more 
nuackeable then that, or that will make your departure more 
. Iſubcribe in generall to what is faid of it in the 
Mine, and fu; ther adde this, S'r;That Armiaint is not on] 0 
ler piece, but the Maſtcr-picce of the Art; that he 
16] *Whring honvuc to our Muſes, and puta jcalouſic into thoſe 
' of © o8r ncighbours, 1 proceed fill, that it is child which 
* place of his extraction, and the courage of his fa- 
Meere imitation and the borrowed gteatneſſe of matter, 
{ y not © high: There is ſomething here natural and your 
of mn; and it was not cnough ty be a learned and ingenious 
f Fen bur e and Gallantry were required to make 
end Arminins ſpeak ſo nobly, An authour who li- 
4 Naa their time hath given this ceſtimony of the latter. Juve- 
ene nobilis, manu forts, ſenſu celer, ultr« berberum promptus 
fd mio, nomine Arminius, Segemiri Principis genti t exus filtns, ardo- 
uns oculiſque prefſerens, 4 militi : nofire prioris 
nin Crvitatis Romana jus eg 1 conſequuts gra dum, 
- tn , Ducis in occafonem ſceleris uſus ef er 2 
| i3 
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Iu: neminem celerins epprimi quam qui nbil timeret, et fm 
t1ſfrmum 1m1t1um eſſe calarmitatis ſecuritatem. In this paſlage, 4 
minis: is the fonne of Seg: mira: ; and if it be fo, might nor ſoar 
fcrupu'ons Girammatian demand how you come to make the 
farther of Arminius to b. his frit.r in law but be ſides the c 
munity of names to cither xe as Frppolite , Anne, (oc, Yau 
have w.thout que ſt on ſome hiloticall ground to oppole againd 
ths flight obje tion, It was made to me by one who neve:- 
thelefſs yalewes you perfectly and end you without any en 
mination. I will e vet be of your opinion, and withall my foe, 
5 IX, 
Apr. 16. 1643. Tr, (5c, 


LETTER XXXVII. 


To M:nkheur d: Lorme Counceliour and Phyftian in erm 
bis Majei). 


SI | | 
am extreamly taken with the ſilver Medall, in which you 
vive Hippolyrus with the fe three words Driv ęeniti e: bu 
I maintaine be des, that the name of Demy god cannoth 
diſputed againſt you, but only by ſuch as are ignorant of your 
tathe:s merit and the noblenclle of your profcffhan. The g 
Lord, you {peak of , docs not know that be ſides Apollo an 
A(rulaptus, his ſonne,there was in Greece one Hercules a PHH 
tian, Peter Hommor calls him in French of Alexice, and hes 
yer to be ſeen in the 1 apiſtry of Clement Alexandrinws, but that 
honeſt I o:d uſes no Hargings but of Flanders or thoſe of tk 
Fairies, and knowes no other Hercules but he that carties a C 
and a Lions sk inne. Tha [» my-god Phyſician we treat of, hal 
ah infa!lible teceit to cuie pale complex ions and yellownetſen 
leſſe then tour and twenty how es. He was not contented on 
to beſtow health and good plight upon the Ladies , bit hes 
-Fpired youth and beauty into them. It was he that cured in 
Cicen Alrefie of a diſeaſe which the faculty of Montpeliico ba 
Jadped incurable;and | ment on to you particularly what Be al 
tor women. becauſe | know you are rcadicſt to give fuccoms 
that ſexe which «« mo#? delicate and infirme as well as he. N 
Hercules hath made me forget Hippelytus and i have filled ia 
tragmert of paper in which intended to have thanked w 
wich a comment upon your Medall, I have no more wy" 


Ears fgzrtrg z. 
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lee, Sir, but as much as to allure you that I am ever per- 
* 


SIR, 
hag, 12. 1639. Tour, Cc. 
LETTER XXXVIII. 
To Monſieur Guaid, Official ani Prebend of Ar goul+ 
e nie. ä 
SIR, 


1 muſt be scknowle g d hat Midamiſelle dr Scharmen is an 
admirable Virgin, and her es arc not the leaſt ot het 
wonders, dont thinke that the Shit, whom Mars! 
bath ſo bighly cxtolled, ever made better, ot moreetcgant in 


ler yative Larine: ur what modeſty and vertue there u amon 


the G: aces, and bratities of her Veries ! how the googneile o 
her ſoul is ag:ccably interwoven with the productions of het 
we am very much obliged to you for the knowledge of 
thi admirable Lady, and foc lending me with her Epigrams 
the eloquent Letter of Monſieui N I recurne you them 
all agu by my Servant, who thou!d have ſet furth yeſterday 
had it not been for an accident that be feli me, to reftore more 
wars had reccived. in the midſt of this Epiſtle a new mee 
vn brought me, and caſting my Eye upon the preface, I foun 
dec 44 52 g my Eye up- P ) 


flabemus in urbe, uniut diei itinere hinc diſſita, virginem nobilem, 
nu, quam Hipptan, nu meroſa arte mul liſciam, & tanto mag is 
en nm:ne mrrandam, quod ia hanc ſexum rar0 cadit tents tngenn he 


ants, tasta ar tiurn copia, cum omnes calleat, tot virtutum cen un- 


, cum nulla cercat. Quæcunque manu confici it mente cenciti poſ- 


ſtxt,tenet una; fic pingit ut nemo mel iut, ſculpit, fingit ex ave,ex cera, 
ex ligns, ſmiliter in Phrygi-nica arte, & in omnibus que mu'ichr um 

arerum et operum:onnes antiques et badic fn provecat ac vincit 
miret: tot vero doctrin arum dotibut inflrulla oft, ut neſcies in que 
nens anteffet: tor linguarum donis ernata eft,ut non contents Europe - 
inn orfentem uſque, fludie & induſftria pervolarit, comparatura ibi 
Berrarcer, of Arbaicas, Syriacaſque,quas edjungeret jam quaß tis. La- 


nas ita ſcribit, at virorum qui tot vita banc eligantiam el avc runt, 


lit. Gallicas Fpiftolas tales concinnat, ut viz meliorcs 
lerocius, Cateris in Europa 1 lingu is c quâ bene utitur ac illi 
vernacul a. Cum lud i Mebraice, cum Saracenis Arabic 

13 * tote 1 


— dtn. Ben 


commercium babere : litererum etiam urris arduas & 
ſen tent iat ita treat, Philoſophiam nempe Sc balaſſ icam ex Theoky 
am, ut omnes ſtupe ant: quis prodigie mil is res eff, nemo , 
nemo poteſſ imisari; null us etiam invideat, quis ſupra invidieu 


ef. | 
If Monſieur S«/mafns be author of this book and the 
as 1 am written word, when he puts out a ſecond Edition 
entieat him inſtead of Gallices Epiſlol tales concinnat, w wa 
meliores Balx ac ins, thus he will pleaſe to change it; ani minns by 
ut & minus Gallica Balcacim. 1 ſhall think my ſelf yet wo 
much honoured by this allay and moderation to my honow, 
There is no glory in being neer ſo excellent a perſon, in why 
manner ſoe ver it be, and in ſuch a fimilitude, adiſadvancage # 
felf in oblig I attend by my ſervant the inſcriptions 
Gruterns, the Chryſoftome of the Father . 


am, 
SIR, 
May. 15. 1646. : Tur. 
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THE SECOND PART 
THE FIRST BOOK. 


LETTERY. 
To Afadam the Princeſs. 


Madam, 


4 not for glory to approach che obſcurity of a deſart, ner 
its plendout ordained for Receiles and Solitude. Your 
Highneſs has beſtowed that on me which l am not capable of 
receiving, and I acknowledge in the midſt of a great amaze- 
nent chat 1 cannot in conſcience eſteem my ſelt deſerving the 
leaſt word of that favourable Meſſage, which my Nephew de» 
lvered me. Nevertheleſſe | can ſafcly prote:t an infinite 
ral to the Service of your Highneſs;and this moſt aſſured truth 
gives me incouragement to believe that I do not merit to be 
wholly unregarded, | know not wh: ther it was not fuſt ft. 
ang to learn that my devot on is not diſpleaſing to you, to the 
d | might with greater conbdence peiforme my duty at cer- 
tin alrars I have raiſed to tha effect, and whoſe deligne was 
not unpleafing to me in the conception. Without this evidence 
of your goodneſie, Madam, I had never dared any further then 
—— and offer — in my breaſt. E Ne pon 
More Tt to have made a part ot © 3 

the ſeaftivaile of France, and joyned my Yoyce — 
ions, which at this day are the muſeck of the Hoſtel 
cenie, and fo agtecably difturb the quiet of the moſt conten- 
ea mothers, This Title belongs eo your 3 — 
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who by the birth of one Prince have oblig'd the whole Wed 
Ii to your happy frunfulneſ that our Age owes all n. 
nam:nt honour and luſtre : and — the that hen 
aftoniſh'd all Nations with the late mi they have ſean, 
If the Kings Sovciaignry ha's grown beyond the extent db 
own Kingdome ; li his Kingdome have no froatiers aſter io 
mary conqueſts and triumphs, theſe arc in truth, the atchiew- 
ments of a Princes hands who ha's not reckoned above tuo and 
twenty yer in the world. But they proceed, Madam, from 
that re and perfeRion of the b of Bourbon and A 
grency which is deriv'd from you. Is there any of d. 
French nation who is not an Enemy to his Country, that e- 
ſtraines his vowes for the perpetuiry of your conteatment?And 
ought we not to with your Highneſs, a long and peaccable pel- 
— of a geod in which we ate rich as well as you? For 
art, I beſeech Heaven Madam, that he may never be raviſh' 
whe you not even by the violent paſſion of tome tortaign N. 
tion enamour'd with his heroicke vertue, ot by the bunbaſy- 
dours of lome elective Crowne, who may once more come to 
de ſite a King from France. Theſe misfortunes, Madam, are 
that attend of a too great felicicy, They threaten the h 
few Princes, and all Princcties are not in a condition to e 
them. But I may conbdently pteſage that never mort any Ce 
— or dyſaſter ſhall betide your Family, if my ptayen he 


Cucceisbull, and I be as p:opitiouſly hcaid by Heaven as I am 
pathonatcly, 
Madam, 
Feb. 1. 1644. Tour Higba'ſſes moſt bumble, 6. 
II. 
To my Lord the Duke »f . 
For Monſeur the Colonell de 


My Lord, 

HE Letter which your Highneſs ha's honour'd me wil 
_ J& wriiting, hath calmed the diſquiet of my mind. I pereeme 
maniteſtly, My LORD, that I was bur alarm'd, and ſome u 
pleaſed to make an experiment of my paſſion. But the ill opt 
nion I have conceived againſt the World made me not u 
to believe ill acwes. Since I know there is no Saint in Hears 
bat ba's been traduc d on Earth,, I did net mg= 
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we of naked and common innocente could ſcape better then 
car of triumphant and ſoveraigne vertuc. Yer this world is 
| gar fo univerſally cotrupted, but that there is ſome ſound yur 
fit: There s place of ſafety from the perſecution of the 
| and honeſt men find ſanctuary in your Lordſhips pro- 
ten. All your inclinations tend to Giearnefle , not any de- 
lets to Tyranny, fo that he that is not preſerved in your 
love muſt needs have a deſigne to loſe himſelſe 
there. God keep me, my Lord, from ſo dangerous a thought. 
Since Calumny can prevailc nothing in your Court, I cannot 
tg any injury in this Country ; and my conſcience beares me 
wnefle pa ſſion wherewuh I have ever been, and deſue 
whe crernally, 


| My Lord, 
lug. 15. 1632. Tour, Ce. 


I. 
To my Lord Se guiet Chancellour of France. 


CLI EI SEBROGEBAES | N 


* My Lord, : 
| how not ſtay for your favours to teſtiße my gratitude, The 
** only intention you had to favour me hath alteady extream- 
& 7 lee me. Though ir ſhould till remaine in your 
without producing its effect, yet it would at leaſt be a 
E very faire Idea; it would da a man out of oblivion of whom 
the world hath no longer Ren:2nibrance : it would do me no 
iagury in repreſenting me in the chicke dilpencer of juſt ce, bet- 
ter and more deſerving then | am. It would be, My Lord, an 
* imeriour action of Liberty and Choice, which not being con- 
| refed to any ſecond ſubject, would tet minate in it ſelfe , and 
without appearance , 1craine its merit in its own reality. The 
— call nothing benefus but what they handle, and falls 
their ſenſe. They meaſure them only by ſucceſle, which 
s within the juriſdiction of Fo: tune. Speculative men aſcend 
higher: They meet courte ſies in the Rudiments of the imagina- 
Yon, as pure acts and ſeperate from matter: and deferre not 
their gratitude untill the event, which would in that caſe be 
molvd in chance and hazard. That which is not now, poſſi- 
3 be , and the moſt fanhfull promiſes are expoſed 
'wall che uncertainty of the future and the changes of humane 
yet they ceale not to be eſteemed faithfull, Thus My 
| have received from you the favour which may gry 


Il 


| Redoubrs and Battaglia; and ſcore out en paper, what is che 


* 
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be called lam yet in ex of the ben! 
mar? >, mg \ Perak again all tho who arc an 
nion; that you have given it me ia 

fall out that 1 Mall receive ing of u, by my 
| yord thy 


reach of Fare to deſtroy che obligation, I have to your Lad 
9 mazimes | have learnt. You gD 
28 ithed my ambition, my neceffity dorh nt prefie me 
fo hard ; as to I account It ia the firſt place, E em is ans 
what more noble then payment, and the Heneff ſhall ever com 
fort me foc the loſſe of the ye / able Bur in the meane rims, 
that 1 may not ſeeme to deliberate upon the realicy of my 

1 the a ſſar ances | received in the * 


ur de Bei- Robert. I will not def etre till to morrow the 

rote ſtation which 1 make, to be perfectly, 

1. My Lord, 

Feb. 20. 1638. Tour moſt} bumble, mo la 

ent, end moſt obliged 
Balyac. - 


LETTER IIII. 
To the ſame. 


7 Gar far 
V farours juſt ie my folizude, and the benefit 1 hae 
ceived upon your recommendation makes me eminent in 

the world, though I am no longer of it. It declares to ſub 
jo tings. runne, that there is an id leneſſe which rhe C. 
mon-wealch rewards, and a reſt that you eſteem. All the hank 
chat ſerve the State, are not e d in killing men, nor 0. 
moving Engines : ſome there are which are lifeed up to Met 
ven to thoſe that ſiꝶ ht, and pray to God for the vid: 
Soma of them make difparchcs and Commiſions: Some au 


enecuted in the : and ſome without noiſe Labour forthe 
glory of t heir Prince, and the edification of bis ſubjecta l 
not lay, My Lord, char mine have been ſo nobly 

nor, pretend to that glory which was beftowed on Phidie ; « 
having made the image of a God which added muctrdevori 
to what was payed him before : | only fay, that to be as by 
neſt man and a good Citizen js the firſt part of the definition d 
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with he 
; diſpuzed me 3 3 ſeverity the 


of paſhon of 
E * 
not fo ficadcr a mediocrity in the profe of 
332 take delight to exale it by your Patro- 

ove honeſt converſations becauſe you ha ve diſco- 
hm and peculiar 3 — 
— — ignocance, becauſe you very well under · 
fand chat if the French ſhould relaple to Barbar iim, your 
vertne would be bur my commended by Barbarian Ora- 


your vertue will cheriſh — ——— 
yen even poliſh and civilize our — 2 vill ages. 
a lovely ſpring of new Exccliencies on — 
all France learned. They are your benefirs, my Lord , 
which (ball reftore te bonour ſuch d:graded per ſons as were 
—— holy,though in theſe dayes are accounted 
—— oa Bur — — 
1 —— —— and getting 
get the 8 importance: t ave — 2 
— . hath elm your 
Jud y of W — bcing not in diftreſs tor neceſ- 
yet, 1 can defire nothing of anothers, but ſuch as I can well 
a Belo Nr 
1. I ſpeak of Fortunes favours and bounties * for, as 
wyour Lord ſhips affettion, and eftecm, they are ha 
which 1 do not ranke — 0s ace eſſental parts 
Ach bliſs 1 ſeck in this world. 1 lune need of them 
for the content of my life; and it is certain I ſhould. not be 
= if l were not yourLordfhip's favreurir being wah 


My Lord, 
Sep. 6. 1636. Tour mofi bumble, gye. 


LETTER V. 
To wy Lord Seguier, Chounceliowy of France. 


— 

is the ſole * u I have co init 2 
Yee addreſſes to you, I ſupport my ſelſe on di Tale 
Which I conceiſye you will not iwp of laery. 1 do not re- 


pre ſent 
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Preſent any returnes of my ſervices , but favours received and 
ancient eourtefies, as arguments to obtaine 4 new, { 

wool willingly, My Lord, compile the hiſto: y of your good 
deeds , to put you in remembrance of the place whither rhey 
wers accuſtomed to flow , and of the pleaſure you took to lead 
Manna to che · de ſart. But particular ſtories muſt not be drawn 
into example, nec the gifts of Heaven abuſed. | do not al. 
wayes beſcech your mighty miracles , though | perpetually e- 
ordinary protection: Be pleal'd therefore to permit 

me, with all che reſpe& which I owe you, and all the acknow- 


ledgments | am cepable ol, to obraine ic at this time in fa: d 


a perſon who is very neere to me by the ſtrairtye of bloud, but 
his incerefts mich more precious tu me, by the ſacred knot a 
friendſhip. Himſelf will declare to you the merits of his caule,4 

pleaſe ro dohim the honour of your attention. lf his own 4 
Eres may receive any advantage from my te ſtimony, lcan aſſm 

that he is aa Officer who harh grown old in his Command 
with a reputation of Underſtanding and Honeſty, and tha 1 
more then might be confirmed by the publique voice of our pro- 
vince. I dare promiſe my ſelfe, My Lord , you will regard 
words with ſome belicte that I ſhall be neither an 
witneſle or interceſſour with you. And though when | have . 
rtentions of approching your perſon, the Majeſty of ſtate that ex- 
viross it with all its reyes, might ama ⁊e and blind me, who an 
not accuſtomed to ſo much light, yet your goodneſſe, whichs 
the remper and allay of your power, and upon which l mme- 
diarcly caſt my eyes, do's yer encourage me to ſuch an hau 
dous enrerprize. I will believe that on this prefent occaſon 
have lucceficfully addrefied my requeſts to yuu , fince their fi: 
yours have heretofore been more torward then my defires ; and 
that it is by your own pure and free choice that l am, 

| My Lord, 

Sept. 4. 1641. Tour, cc. 


1 conceived my Lord, the _ of my laſt E eee would 
not be unpleaſing to you. and to this purpoſe | have ſent Mon 
ſieur the Preſident de Marca, a Chriſt ian Poem, ſufficienty 


leng-winded, and cwo Epigrammes — the occaſion of ſont 


late occutrenees: Future tibi, Illuſtriſime virorum , Monument 
quelecunque, mee in Deum & in Kempublicam pietatis. 


Is 


* 


SFS eres FE regale 


| 
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SETTER VE 
Ts the (ame. 


My Lord, a 

F the Kings affaires will allow you any intervall of relaxation 

tor the walkes of Challe, Moniicur de vill preſent 
half an houres divertilement 3 and you will bnd in one o 
Muſes prophe hes the ſound advice they gave to him, who ha 
made fo bad uſe of it. You will obſerve, M Lotd , how they 
forewarned this poor Mor tall of his a ing ruine, when he 
was ſo raſh as to loſe the reverence he owed to the God. 
Lawes have heretofore been delivered inKythmne, cr at leaſt in 
meafure. Anecharſfes and Solon made verſes, and we have a whole 
rlame leit us by Monſicur the Chauncellour de I Hoſpitall. 
lr is not to be doubted, but if the burden of the State, which 

ghes heavier now then ever it did, would at this day permit 
you to breathe ſo ſweetly, you would give us Maſter-peices of our 
An in the fruits of your Iciſute. You under ſtand it in perſecti- 
en as you do all other things that arc worthy knowing : and 
this compleat knowledge, My Lord, makes you here as elſe 
where, our laſt and ſove: ajgne judge. The Academies as well 
2 the Parliaments eſteem it an honeur to have you for their 
Head, All forts ot Tribunalls aic ſubaltetnate to yours. It 
Athens were not now Baba ian, and Rome were All Latine, 
they would ackpowledge your Authority. And what inſolent 
Paet of the Low- Counties is he, that would ſcruple ſubmiſſion 
vb acbiligent a Suprehac y & laying aſde his doubts, and ſuſ- 
pitions refuſe to acquieſce in Orac les ot ſuch certainty & which 
comes fo immediately from Heaven We do not 
look upon you only as our Protectout, but alſo as our example z 
td for this double reaſon, our Verſe, our Proſe, our Prayers, 
ad our Homages ate due to you. But in expectance to ad- 
ireſſe mine with more ſolemnity, be plcai'd to do me the hon- 
our to re nember, that there is a Hermite in the deſatt, who is 
your Courticr in his heart : who bleſles you inceflantly , al- 
though he writes to you but ſclavine ; and who, ſhould he per- 
torm that duty every day, would not ce aſe to be all his life, more 
i Muth chen ſhe w, and with greater zeal then intereſt, 

My Lord, 

Aug. 16. 1641. Tour, &c. 
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LETTER VII. 
To the ſame. 


140 


My Lord, 

Ou may lay new engagements upon my liberty at yur 
pleaſure, it is not in my power to be more your 
chen | have been fince, You may alwayes have merely 
urs to beſtow on me, but I had only one heart to give 
rhe iety of which | offered to you cighteen years ago 
= gain'd it ſometime before. It is true, the preleac 
ue trivial : I am aſhamed to put you in mind now, 


great hearts are fo neceflary in great enter way and 


TT 


A—"PSEISSFAMSGEGREDF oo PASSES ECuS. »> 


you reckon a great deal of paſſion and zcal for 
ſhould not in time of War have mention'd a w7 
uſe as that. Vet my Lord. is there go place for a violent paths 
in your ſervice > Cannot a zealovs ſpirit produce ſome d, 
couragious enough ro venter beyond the proſpeR at our pre 
ſent age, and more Noble then to injure the glory of your a 
Name ? There are ſome perſons ovei · credulons in my favours 
to imagine ſo, and | were very happy, if their perſwakons wan 
not upon bad grounds, As it s the moſt ambitious of all 
Figner, fo it is alſo the moſt ardent of all my deſires. But 
in I muſt confcfs, I ean but litt le ſarizfie my ſelt : For, bat 
ver indulgent friends ſay, I have little en cement tolo 
Beve from the view of my ſufficiencies, I diſcover neither! 
Mine nor a Bank in my brain to ſuffice for rhe recompenced 

am vertue, for requitall of heroicke actiom, and for th 
price of that which is ineſtinable. On the other ſide, I was! 
that other facultic, which deſcends ficm above, and i cal 
Enthufieſme. The muſes do not anſwer me at all times u 
l call them; and l have often times begun Poems that ended 
at the Invocation, It is poſſible 1 ſhall be better in{pired ia 
the future; The excellencies of invent on may at length be 
fuſed into me from Heaven, and | may have my part 
illuminations it ſends down to our brethren of the Academy. | 
attend this happy hour ef inſpiration with impatience, that 
may employ it well: and 1 cannot live contented, till I hut 
reſtified by ſome eminent act of gratitude ( pardon that er 
nent upon this occaſion) that l am as 1 ought to be, 

My LORD, 

Feb. 2 5. 1645, Tour, (fc i 
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LETTER VIII. 
To wy Lord the Arch-Bifhop of Thouloſt. 


My Lord, | 

# t fuccefſer, of which I receiv'd information from your 
Leer, ted ound fo much to your glory, that Henouring 
you perteRtly as do, I could not receive them wich a moderate 
yy have had juſtice at length of the Senate, but it was the 
have Senate that did it you, You do not anly „ ON 

Honours that are due to you, but even with rhe conſent of 
who diſputed them with you; & by one and the ſame victory you 
hve gain'd both your cauſe and your adverſar ies affection. So 
the conqueſt be defircable,bur the peace far better, no- 
thing ould be wanting to your ſatisfaction who have obtain» 
ed x once both the Good and the Berter. It remaines now, my 
Lad, chat you enjoy this faire calme,and theſe dayes of Sereni- 
on have made ſuch: that is,cmploy them all in that barveſt 
reſpects you, and in — of that flock which Jeſws 
CHRIS I bach entruſted io your care It you would ,you might 
have cland'd to Glory by other ſteps; But all thing being con- 
fdered,this is the ſureſt and ſhorteſt for him that aimes at no- 
but Heaven. Could you exceed Cardinal Barenzo in 
the ſohdy of your learning, yet it is berrer to follow Cardinal 
umme, in the Sanctity of your Life, and be the ſabjeRof 
others wricings, then the Hiſtorian of their actions. How happy 
Gol eftecm the meaneſt labourers that you uſe in your great 
vert! and I cannot expreſs how it croubles me to be perpetu- 
ally deſirous of being with you, and yer to ſtick faſt here, and 


whe able to profeſs to you only with wiſhes and idle , 
8 when, her 7 am more then any perion in the 
» - - | 
| My Lord 
N. 15, 1633, 1 me, &. 
LETTER IX 
To the ſame. 


My Lord, 
— there is no poſſibility, for me to execute my grand 
ie, or to effect hat | have had in debgne theſe ten 
Nes. My. journey to Languedoc, is like ly to be come the _ 
| Ci 
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ciſe of a man that ſtirs not. or the dreame of one awake, HH. 
ven will have it ſo, l ſhell at leaſt have this bappinefs, nothing 
can hinder me the enjoying in my mind, the cententmes 
which I fancy My imagination, that hath power to bring me 
necr to places where | defire to be, walks me continually rung 
about this diſtant happineſs, and puts me into peſleſſion of un 
of rhe apartments of your Palace, and ſoon after lodget nee 
ven in your Library. O how i contemne the Jaiper and 
ildings of the Eſcuriall, wacn I am in chat Cabinet Thu 
Indeed is to inhabire a more Noble and ſtate ly Cours, tobe 
che gueſt of an inknite number ot rare ſouls , and bleſied is 
telligences z where aftet a repaſt of Tanzics and Mellons, the 
encertainment might be with light and truth. I do not ea 
out high words to abuſe them, 1 employ them in their prope! 
and natural! fignificatien ; for what is there, My Lord, uu 
| the deſire of knowledge and ambition of learning can mai 
exquiſite and rare, but is to be tound either in your books, # 
converſation ? thoſe three or four hours 1 the honout u 
pals with you, preſented to me the riches of ages, and ant q 
ty ! you taught me things which not only the commonality d 
Ss learned are ignorant of, but ſuch as, it may be, the Pripced 
the Schools underſtand not. The ſeverall — I 
nels daign'd to ſhew me, leit fo faire an impreſſion o 

ianity upon my ſoul. that immediate ly I divorced my ſelffras 
my ald Loves, and bad adi-y to all the muſcs that ace not le 
ly.Since that time I (peak nothing but of the Primitive Chad 
and the Oecumenicall Councclls : and you have fo alien 
me from Pagan-Rome , that in thoſe places of Hiſtory when 
meet with Aquile, I am ſoructimes ready to change it imo i 
baum. A communication of ſuch ad vantage deſerves wi 
ſought,though it were at the end of the Wor 1d; and a chou 
Jeagues are — to be travelled for it. To confeſs free 
the voyages of the Grecian Philoſophers into Zet, do 
much reproach my immobilirie. It is neceflary that I 9 
this Lethargy, or to ſpeak more humane ly, that I prop up W 
weakneſs and provide redreſs to this infirmity: and ſine u- 
impoſſible ic ſhould endure a Coach, unleſs in a Downes 
a Meadow, I am at this inſtant going to purchaſe a Lirrer, a 
make it more capable of the journey, and tranſport me with 
diſturbance, to the feet of a greater Maſter then Gemaliel, I 
anbit ion of a ſpirit cured of the Court, may well be termin 


there, where I ſhall receive your anſwers to my Queſtion, # 
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ter l have cendred you my reſpect: and ſworne to you in the 
of Enſrbizs Theoderet and ſuch like kind of witneiles, 
that | am erer perfectly, - | 


My Lord, 
March. 4. 164m. | Tour, Ce. 


LETTERY.. 


Ts Monſeeur le Graſs, Councellour to the King, and Mailer of 
Requeſts in Ordinary of bi Heuſb ld. 


SIR, 
Y paſſion is not ſatisfied with what I have already done, 
i hill requires more f om me and | having employed the 
e of the Gods to extoll your great honeſty, your pro- 
fund judgment, ſenſe, and excellent knowledge, I am left to 
ell you in the tearmes of morcalls , that I more efteern the 
frend then che judge, and the Generous then the intelligent. 
You hary/ſo beartily deſirc d for me what you could pot give 
me, tht I conceive | owe it you though I have not received 
intention is ſomething more obliging, and more ours 
thes che ſuccels 2 and ſince you have had that entire, to efta- 
di me in the enjoyment of the courtefie that was granted 
to is no part of your favour loſt, though fortune came 
tort in che accompliſhment of the reſt, This reſt, Sir, which 
the people cal la the whole,is but the groſs materiall part ot the 
nion; and chis fortune who. takes delight in ſporting with 
events, and deſtroying hope, cannot reach the principle of 
well doing which refides in che mind. You have therefore been 
beackcent in deſpight of her, and | will be gratefoll in the ſame 
manner > For, whatcvec misfortune ſhe hes blown upon the 
gift ſo chat it could not paſs the Seal, yer ſhe could not 
me from finding a great treaſure in the loſs of a buſt» 
als of 3 thouſand livres: | mean Sir, the aflurance you have 
your aRions, with which I dare not call my ſelf unhapyy. and 
an at feaſt ſariched with the negoriation of my friend, He ha's 
won this occaſion, writ me truths fo welcome ro my belicte, 
«ad & much to my advantage, that I cannot doubt being rich 
r have made, though it be not n my pu e, and 
| I thank you for. nothing bat what war deny d for mt. 
Tit. maso n is, for chat I underſtand hew to ſeperate the 
£ ſpiriualh 
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ſpit ituall from the rerxeſtriall. I can eſteem, where t hem ui 
out : and being contented with the thing, without the perpley 
1t y of an aceourt, 1 amy Sig 12 the moſt pucc and noble may 


net, 6 
Jan. 4. 1646. Tear, Cc. 


XI. 
To Madam the Duicheſſe of ———. 


Madam. : 
En years are fl:d ſince you heard ridings of me, & yet l han 
received a Leiter from you this da» cxcceding civi!l, obls 
ing aad vcry worthy of your pet tect gencrolity, I cont det thy 
Nour ,as a Favour from Heaven, arriv'dto a man that a«ver 
ſayce his players. He offers up neither vowes nor lecr fees 
and y«t his zndevotion failes not to be happy; and rettam 
th: 1ewaids of Pty, You arc ſtoried wih theſe goodneliend 
Heaven, amidſt the wickednefies of the Earth; and you feb 
»fer tho lavadges, Madam, that ende vout to avoid yo=ms, 
Yer it 15 not icquiſite for me to take this paincs to bet 4 
{cif into a bad eic putati n, or decty my ſelt with fo much ih 
gence and care. Queſtionleſic, Madam, you more regard 
inhde of things then the fſurfacc and outward apprarancs 
You have the giſt to he hald the aRings of immaterial ſoul, 
and ſo conſequently yo. perceive there, that the private u 
tions of my hca:t cleare me of all che ill con jectures that might 
condemne me. That is @ place I alwaycs rcſerve for yuh 
though | nc ver give you an account of u:Al there is ful of uh 
en! tcvercnec to your vertue, and it extcrnall ads war it 
at the cſleuc. om _—_— | would challenge the mot & 
| Fecntot Ccurticrs,tor tht” glory of being more yours,.hes 
e. himſclt to be. Thus whe — Macaw, | 
beſcech you, not to conceive it pulbble for me ro Alben 
on any propoſition that regards your ¶ vice ar content 
©: thar | ned quickning and cxcitatoun to indcavour thee: 
vanc ing ny intcrefts into your affeRions, Icould with they will 
leſſæ juſt tb-n they ate, that my obedience might be purer, i 
it will be, and that you might Le L can perform your will p 
out examining your commands, The Gentleman that deli 
red me your Letter, will confirme what I ſay, and make hath 
port ef che things he bath ſecn already. I had begun has, we 


, 
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. fore 1 underſtood. your defire, The end ſhall ſoon follow che 
beginning: and if you do me the honour to caſt your eye upon 


k I afſuce my lelfe you will | accept my deyotion. 
hath not ccaſcd to be, though it did to apyeate; and [ 
have conſtancly becn as I (hall continue my whole lite with all 


foul 
ITY Madam, 
Mar. 14. 1643. | Tour, c. 


LETTER XII. | | 
1 feather Vital Theron, s Divine of the ſociety of 


han 

ol 

ta} Reverend father, : 

So | le that I am the perſon of whom you hare ſung 
EL, excellent things ? it i almoſt beyond my be liefe, and 
"41 though my triend aflurcs me of it, and | read my name in your 
df verſes , 25 in doubt whether there be not another Balxac, 
4 mare worthy of that Honour, Perhaps 1 am not the true one, 
=} ad [owe my good fortune to an Equivocall name. Yet I re- 


member, | have heard it re ported for one oi Fapitirs paſtimes, 
w entich poverty, and exalt meaneneſſe. In which regard lam 
ant longer in wonder, that the Mules ſhould be of their Fathers 
humour, and that chey love the ſame divertiſement with him, 
You here therefore with your pen ennobled a viſion which ap- 
E to you for my advantage; you have lifred me from 
to © tin : you have celebrated the Apothcoſis of an an 
jet alive : of a man that hath no Legions 3 who is not clad in 
» Nor hath founded you a Co ge: yet you have brought 
wore pompe and more or naments to this uninteieſſed Canoni- 
oa, then is to be found in that which is Jefe us by Ant qui- 
Herodion hath ſo magnikcently deſci bed. It uc too 
lative anenceſle, Reverend father, and though | had the 
ne of moderation and cquanimay yet my happineſle is ex- 
ngen, ant irregular ; lo that I juſtly apprehend the jea- 
luke of that Geddeſſe, whom the Language of your verſe calls 
fe arrible vemaſ u ſha puniſbes the proſperous as well as the 
ws, and does not willingly let fekivalls paſs withour 
lag their ſerenity with ſome dyſaſter But & it not poll. ble 
ber, in lieu of her intereſt , and for the rempering of my 
r fortune, to be. ſatisfied with a douzen fits of a feaver, and 
Rand thirty ounccs of ward, which ate already drawn from 
2 my 
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my veines by ſentence of the Phyſitian? It I could eſcapes 
ks ae he { ſhould rake = diſcaſe for a remedy , andy 
lieve 1 had made a good pur of your praiſes, ſok 5 
that can be he too dearely, te be commended by 
Theron? Should it not be the ambition of Kings, and the define 
of them that poſleſſe all rhings > The fabrick of Glory that h 
raifd by their bands, hath nothing of fraile or mortall. Tha 
which you ha ve beſtowed on me, ſhall not periſh with _ 
which yet may be contagious. It will preſerve beth i ſelſe 
that too, by your excellent induſtry. — rective 
as pure * | did out of _w packet ;and Marble 
. ſhall be duſt, when your works ſhall be yet entire . Fo 
a Future ſo glorious, for ſo many Ages of taire Reputation, and 
for the Erernity you have made me lure of, it is very reaſon 
that | be perfectly all my lite, 
| Reverend father, 
Mar. 20. 1643. Tour, (Fe, 


LETTER AM 
To Monfexr Daille. 
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SIR, 
1 = lam ordinzrily but little fatisf'd wich my fell, 
yet I dare not queſtion the merit of a piece which E 
probation ha's made good. Your praiſes give a ſecond luſt u 
my writings which will laſt longer then chat of the impreſſos, 
and makes me eſteem them more beautious and ple 
ſing then they were. It is very difficult to containe within th 
lim-rs of modeſty afrer fo favourable a ſentence from ſo ambes 
rick place. 1 am reſolved, ar leaſt not to be ſo compliant wit 
thoſe which do not treat me equitably. So that though | abw 
don my own intereſis, I am oblig'd ro maintaine your opinioah 
and defeod my ſcife for your ſake. Whoever , then, ſhall e 
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tradict you, let him not think to perſwade me ; l _—_ neithe 
the Courtiers, nor Schollers. it the Court it ſelt fancy foi 
raint in my French of the Provinces on this fide Lojre; of 
Qniverſity dificlliſh my Latin, ſince you have declared for bod, 
I will ſay the Court is troubled with Rheume, and the Uni 
frie's palate is out of taſte, I acknowledge you, Sir, a Leg 
judge of both the times: I meane venerable Antiquity , . 


Page.” 


our hne Barbarisme; of the Language of the Sovergigne 
victorious people, and of the + introduced bo the 4c 
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nation of the ire, by the conquer'd nations. You have ex 
— (oe — and Majeſty of the dead 
Tongue and from good uſe the politencde and excellency of. 
he liv You are rich both by birth and acq uitun, and 
have Title to keep the ſame rank in old Reme that you hold 
among the Eloquent of Paris, What an advantage is it to be 
to lay , 1 bebe that perſon on my fide | There is no p ett᷑nlet 
bor would paſic upon fo conbderabic an aucſtation; no Luigi: 
ous perſon, bur dreads ſo intelligent a juſtice ; not any cn, 
char dares aflail a place which you defend. One would think 
| ſufficient chat you did defend it, but you embelliſh it with fo. 
much care,of r 1 ou m < it, can ſcarce knos it, 
Whatſoever you are plcal'd to lay , they are flowers 
not 2 avenue ſo R your 
Lerter at the beginning of my book, would Jook no further for 
the Spring or Chaplets which you promiſe. I keep this Lectec 
1 one of the moſt precious jewells in my trealury : and will 
it in time and place againſt the oppofitions of Gram- 
narians and Sophiſters, I am not the child of ſo pervciſe a 
Mcher ; but (he will gire me the liberty to do it, and allow me 
io eſteem a ranger , whom ſhe would be very glad to adopt, 
and make her own. It is with her conſent, doubt not, and 
withour deviating from her Mazunes, that | proteſle ro bonour 


you, and am perfectly 
, S1R,- 
Dec. 14. 1649. Tour, (c. 


LETTER XIIII. 
To my Lord the Count d Avaux, Sur intendant of the Kings Re- 
venue. 


SIR, 
Our favours are no noveltics ro me, and the civility you 
have lately done me, is an action of which you atrain'd the 
kabic long bnce. In the greateſt heat of the warre kind led a- 
me, you ſheltred my innocence + You were ſtrongec 
Calumny; and f the Senatours and Cxrdinalls are now 
pantiſans for me, it is becauſe you were my ProteRour at Ve- 
n und at Rome, you did after the ſame manner endeare me in 
dene, and in Courts the moſt diſtant from our world. Your 
hath regulated that of Pocentates: and the Letter: 


i hin, deed from the Hhoares of the Beliich tea, are ere, 


k 3 
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Of the curiofiry you have infuſed into the nations of the N 
of knowing —.— which you love. But ſhall l conceale d 
bra u pare of my Adventures ? le it not to you | owe that iths- 
firious ſentence that the king of Denmerk as 
favour? und did he not take you for his affiſtant, ney for hk 
whole Conneell. when rhe Eut heran Biſhop that nh 
ine loſt his cauſe in an Audience compof d of Princes and Prins 
coll vince you remembred + ind, goes gh there ws wp 
lone you ſhould forger me at Paris ʒ and ibat which | have 
derſtood of rhe new bblig : tion: i have to you did fo litle far» 
pr ne, that thou I am ſcuſibly aſte cted with them, yea 
there b ing no novelty to amaze me, I could not teſtiße ay 
treat eta ſe or mot a 1 apprehended much joy at the cus 
tanty of you t goo dneſe but this joy hath not c xc any er 
trao dmr agitarion in my beart : it did not diſcover k 
vut wardly by the diſcowyobng of my countenance : por u 
port me to undecent exclamation.. My acknowledgement us 
ever pure and wirtiour difturbance , and be pleaf'd rocxculen 
p elert the nakedneſſe and fimplicicy of its addrefle., t l 
ufer a Gramwarian to ſpeab properly , and do no 

bit me, to call you Wy Lord, you are certainlyfuch by G6 me 
* Tatts, that Leiber pretend to, nor will ever accept d 
anpenſation and berty. If a pern whom you have gain'd 
» hon) u have pic ſet ved, and conferred honour on, and gy 
cured ſavcurs to, ſhould not call hing ſe lte yeurs, 1 do not h 
with all my Gran mars and Diftionarits, what name to findes 
tor ſuch a man. But there are yer ſome further concernae 
and] have received advantages of another nature, Were } 
the ſub je d you hare painted and beautiferly yer you arc Mal 
of that Ait that furniſhes us with colours, and ornaments: | 
have nothing for n y = t bur what yo have diſtributed to me; 
and how often have | proteſted in full and glorious A 

that | had leſſe profited by Quintilten' s pre et pts then by 
examples ; end that | had more A- le lte with what 
had received from your mouth, then what 1 had romaged fr 
the Treaſuries of Antiquity. It is that clequent mauth tha 
hath oftentimes been more ſerviceable to a good cauſe , tht 
both the wings of an army 4 lt is by that, the King ſpeal»b 
high, and fo effectually to forrainers, that he ambes Ea 
many friends and ſervants; 1 m-ane Soveraigne and in« 
dent ſervants. If it were lawfull for me, 1 would lay, you 
gain'd me with the ſame power and you poſſeſſe me a 
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| ticle,that I am one of your firſt conquered, and your firſt ſub- 


SUS OE DB LAS YARRA AS Y Eat ed 


Kii 


ect, that I yic lded my ſelf upon your approach, and that I 
op felicity in my ſurrender, Upon th: {- confiderat.ons 
ſhall I not be benchited to call you M7 LORD > Shal not you 


"bewy Parrone in Italian, and one of my Herdes in all langua · 


whatloc ve; Shall your modeſty ar teſt my gratitude on my 
de ſiie it out of my watings : Such a violence is pot in 
wer, You may diſpence with me as long as you pleaſe, 
* t | owe to the Quality you held in the world, but you 
cannot binder me fem acknowl:dging the ſuperiority which 
rertue exciciſes in the Rational Word. | You cannot give 2- 
my her intereſt with your 0wn, Extraordinary perſons muſt be 
treated with reſpects beyond the vulgar addreſſes, And ſecing 
u are bo <lyaricd above humane prany, by the ſublimicy of 
your ſou!, I am aitaid i ſhould mac too long a concluſion, and 
dot expreſs in telling yo only that 1 un with a kind of Re- 
oN, 
My Lord, 
Jul. 2, 1443, Year, Cc. 


SET F-&* © Vo 
To Minfieur Remy, Proſefſour of Rhetorick, and Port 
Lau: cat. 


SIR, 

Han not the fiſt day of my knowledge, and eſteem of 

4A Mulcs ; u fifteen years compleat fince | was fuſt obli- 
gd im; when they undertook my proteRion againſt Den 
Aale ig. In all this intervall, it hath been my deſign. to 
£ my gratitude to y0 , and from thence tor ward my Proft 

trer did howage to your Verſe in pre ſence of our friend of 
the Teuralle. I brought him toconfecls that curious arguments 
were not ſpoyled by my hand, that I bad good foitunc in com- 
ſong the CharaAc:s ot iiluftcious men, Ii this poor decealed 
Would rife again, he would confirme this to you in five or fige 
loguages, (tor he ſpake fo many) and would dure you in Poe- 
teall expretlions, but thoſe aifirmative oncs(ior be would alſo 
Rar ſohetimes, ) that | honoured you three compleat Olym- 
Pads, and had not the courage to tell you fo bad thi> back 
wardnefle continucd longer, it might have been called Cowar- 


de, i not by a worker name. Ihere is no meages 10 contain 


& much <timation and pa ſlon in my breaſt ; they will force 
? k 4 


thei 
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their way out, by ſome ſhort and authenticke dee lara 


know that that ancient Client of 
that Oratour who hererofore made , 


+ 


the continuation of your 
paſſion, | : 
Sir, 
Jan. 4. 1643. Tan, be. 
LETTER XVl. 


To the Reverend Pather de Marin, 5 Divine of the d 
2 u.. 


Reverend Faber, 
Onkieur de Maria hath broke his Word with us, and 
pal d over at St. cybardean without comming tot 

entreat you reprove him for it, when you ſce him , 2d 
him from me, tha: the affaires of Cate/onia might very will 
have permkted him to turne a League ont of his way, and W 
Row halfe a day on me. Shall we never walke all chree top 
ther in the plain chat he thought not unpleaſaur, ar the boy 
rome of rhe green mountain, upon the banks of the fer N 
ver,neer the baths of Diane, and over againſt her iir? | & 
pe you there, and him ton, to make him relate his own Hilo 
ry, and offer him that Hiſtorian of whom you have ſo high 
opinion, The Pather Maris prefers him before Saluff and 
but it may be, ſome leſs obliging farher will place him 
Ammonius the Monke, and Paw! the Deacon 


am, ; 
; | Reverend facher, | 
Mey. 12. 1639. Ten, & 


To the Reverend Faber Vital Theron, « Divine % 
Society of Jeſus. 
Reverend Father, 
Ou make complaints againſt your old age, and I am re 
Y radio weve the Elogium of is I will extall it 
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ma cxawple by our goddefles, to excite ambition and 
— 
that are gilded with light, and crowned with roſes ; that of h- 


Ged 
nu? 


formerjy ſo much cryed 4 e es eternal l truth, 


The there was never ſeen « handſome 
raſh expretſion, I was not then acquainted with your Muſe, 


vhich 

which i though 
the declining of her beauty, but is the confirmation of it by the 
Wy ſuffrage of Time, by approbation of the Pielent , as well 
n che Paſt ; it is not a mark of the victory of yeares over her, 
dut 4 of her reſiſtance and ſirengrth agaiaſt time. 1 


2s 

Authours of your Country, I ſhould expreſſe much more: 1 
fhould fay 20 Jen : 

& Hecabe ſhe had as many Lovers, as Helens in the flower of 


her 
that 


them 
Mark.. 1642. 
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in genere DemonFrative ; that age which is priviledged and 
72 Heaven, free and — from all — 
we tribute 


to 
deem at three ſcote and fifreen, The reaſon is, that +» ke 
which deſcends from Heaven by way of in{piration , is not ex- 
tinguiſhed by the diminution of natural} hear ; and if Art have 
| found out the invention of unextinguiſhable lampes, the Maſter 
of rt may very well 8 in its tul} force the igneous part of 
om m. make 


able, Are there not ſome ſenſihle repreſentarions of this 
duration - R waxing old, 
ud chat the Sunne its father, is as bright in one thouſand fix hun- 


„that other men pay nature, and purpoles as 


men, The winters of Nes, me thinks, have 
e with it , thoſe cleate and ſerene Winter 


uns leſſe green and vigourous , and the child which he 
— was & — ro not 


rve 
ardour and vivecity of its operations du- 


and forty two, as he was the very day of his creation 2 I 
therefore diſclaime that erroneous ſentence which | have 


woman. Pardon me that 


ves my propoſition the lye, and decryes a Proverbe, to 
- jy 100 given eternity. — do's not cauſe 


am really perſwadcd ; but were I as coursgious as the 

ſt of this admirable old Lady, that at che age 
I could alledge an infinite numbers as well of thoſe 
n at Paris, as that Fgh on this fide the Loire: But it 
me to ſpeak for my ſelfe, who am the moſt paſſionate of 


all, and as much a> any perſon in the world, 
Reverend father, 
| Teur, Gr. 


Ley 


So 
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LETTER XVIII. 


To ny Lord the Daky of Efoernon „ Govrrmw and Li 
r Se Ace Guicnne, &c. | W 


the obligations I have to you, affect me in fach a ſenſii 
Y thee 2 — with my ſelſe, dn 
um able only to reftifie to you vulgar relentments and ach 


for them, Perhaps it were a ſafer crime to pte 

you with none at all, The filence of meditation is ſomewha 
more devour then che Muſick ot Hymnes and Songs, There am 
Sermon ſo eloquent as an Extafie, and ftudy may have fam 
and diffembling, when the diſtraction of the foul diſcovers de 
bortume and ſecrets, Th with confuſion of my thought, th 
Lord, and a diſcompoſed ſpirit , that | thank you tor youwly 
vours. It was with rranſport, and the loſſe of ſpeech, tha ls 
crived them hitely * and 1 ſhould yer continue in the Game as 
dition 3; were | not afrdid to breed ill example among thoſe thy 
receive favours. My tra inee maſt not ever continue lo dromy 
as to hinder me from turning my eyes ſometimes towards tha 
ide ftom whence my good fortune ſhines, If I be dumbe v 
admiration, I will at leaſt make s, that | am not ungrat- 
full e and when I ſhall caſte thoſe pleaſant /e 
 Plafſac you invite me to ſeek, I will ſay, at leaſt in 
bent, that yo@ and the Sunne beſtow them on me , or mu 


uſe of a verſe in Virgil, 
It is a God 14%, radalge this leiſure. 
The pods, . Lord, (I ſyeak in the Language of Virgil) en 
not make a richer preſent to mankind : nay, they have not» 
ſerved a better for themſelves : for it was afficm'd by one the 
lefure wat their bufſnrſſe, und by another that it was their yiſ# 
| - Ikid my ſelſe in the village for the better purſazon 
of this buſinefſc of Heaven, and to enjy a happy idlenele; 
2 my fruition hath been diſtu bed, and I coul us 
eſcape diſcovery. Though this little corner ot the world: 
anknown both ro the ancient and moder ne Geography, and 
cator ſpeakes no more of it then Prolony , my ill fare ha v , 
to bring it into reputation ſinee my comming to it; and 65 
now d-priv'd of that ſweer and peaceable obſcurity, wheres 
things unknown do reſt. All | prole and Verſe in Chriſtes 
dome have learnt the way thither: Paraphraſes and Cath 
ments, Orations and Panegyricks, flock to it from was 
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einein 
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85 Te decaule 


| me from 
j my to acquir 


. (boiſe Leners. 1585 
br ly Lerters, which claimen tight to be admitted 
anten Countries of the earth, and do verily believe 
Ide wrircen volumes 


They do me much honour ; I confeſs it: This per- 
uon is roo glorious for me : Bur yet i is ſtill a perſecution 
wa ſpirit oer · churted, and that is no lobger ble. 
tha and repine here im vaine gin tha glory 7 there no 

je bur byeſaping into ſore place of 

here there is not only a porter ro tell rhem, I am 

gn witbinybot 6 Caprain to e it with aurhoricy and repetl 
* 


antobey from ſearching after me. You do mit theft 
ſed oof we chi lace of refs, wherein 1 may hope ro 
bein ſecuriry : ant | know wel Phan: Sr t iced 
cher of Captain or Soutdiers, you no houſe but your 
Name lone fortifies. It is the infeguard of other mens, and 
War reſpe&s it, even upon rhe door of a outrage. ow cen l 
fear wy quiet then, when ſo powerfull an authority aflures it to 
me, and your goodneſs vouchlafes ro own me, of whom] am 
ud will ever be paſſionately all my life, 


ni My Lord, 
Janua, 5, 1645. Tao, &c. 


„ we tuGETFER XN. | 
* Tomy Ltd tht Duke, de la Rochie-foucaur, Petr of 


* France, 


* 


My Lord, | 
T va gest reproach to me to be fo neer « neighbour to 
I * ſo de improvement ofthat advanraye. Bas it 
weld be a kind ot eller trealon to live in your territories, and 
roſe my (elf under your protection without exprefling ons 
tought of graticude for ir. It trotbles me I am not able to 
Hunden of ir, and | heartily wiſh it were pothble for me to 
feature fo far, Bat my — being grown to an incapacity 
efmecion, 1 am conftrained, my Lord, to reader you my duty 
a my mind, and be of the Court of Uertevill in the ſame man- 
ner, | am of the Academy of Peru, chat is, without ſtirring from 

do eher. My ndifpoſition ſowes thornes for me every 
where:it meers with precipices inthe et veneſt wayes, and 

ries of age do already ſo over-prefs me, Mat I they en- 
data never ſo little more, 1 ſhall not Gare co go _— 


» 


Ne. EY 
; 2 “ 
! I Fe 
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— pur er In this 


N 


ache ocherGde, you will dome juſtice ahi 
he beliefs of — no 
* . 1 perion mere truly a 
My Locd, 
Apr. 13, 1639. f | Tour, Gr. 


LETTER xx. 
To Menfienr the Count de Is Vauguion. 


SI 

| He day you had the neſs to come and vit me, 

Th in re lo ener © ich @ reſtleſs night, lid 
| © incypeble fall reaſonable Society, cp 

way + 9 [Tree 
SE 1 chat time the 

half lain upon m . 
cied whar — the teſtimonies and 


Queſticoaleſs, Sir, you accuſed the 
or INE you judg'd that 220 


er elt 
8 Ae 1 ber an e 


* 


4. — e 9 * 
1 * — i . Ti 


ou. or ſelf 

— rr oem 2 — 
ht then you ſaw me, I bave juſt now reſolved tal 

— & A 
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” n. You will find there what you ſought in mine : 


| | cannot be ill carcrtain'd in a place where Coaſula 
ih. rs make wp the honour of the houſe, 1 
all diak my labour heppy it it pleaſe you better then 1 have done: 
Rds fur | ould eſteem my ſelf much happyer then my labour, and 
ii befleve 1 had repaired my detriment wxhadvantage, could 1 
* hn eridence to you W 


f tar, 28, 1640. Tour, oc. 
» 
LETTER XXI. 
To the Reverend Faiber Stepben de Bourges, « C quebia 
Preacher. 


| 


— — inſteadof laining of 
| to I me,i complaint me, 
| —— rr the unhappineſs of your lepera- 
| tea ulla or ar leaſt who loſes moſt by it, finee you will be fo 
as to rake a ſhare in the miſhap. For my juſtification, 
plead to confider only the preſent fine of chings You 
es tte diftrduter of rhe favours of heaven arc the of 
reer 
torrents our 7 Yon our 
every morning; while I = tormented — 2 good 
| hingr ae dene in my abſcnee, and am fo out of fayour that 
wone drop of cheſe inundarions reaches me. The * 
ative the bench ts, and I only hear the newes of them. I who 
Amy ſelf your confident, who would and am not able to 
dure chad wh 288 —— 
: we are too 
ifs, which meet us when we would flye them. Your di- 
' viaity ſhall pardon me this errour if you pleaſe. I now acknow- 
faral neceſſity in my own perſon ioo, I feel the vio- 
knces and chaines of deſtiny, which captive the moſt arbirra- 
j and independent — world i ſo importu- 
ate, it does not allow a man leiſure to ſay his prayers, and its 
ity proceeds ſo far, & ſometimes to that curioſity that 
ſome even in the boſome of the deſart. It ſeeks out 


% s 


2211 


Ly 


main t place, where it is written over the door, that there is 


bey within; chat it is the Manſion of ſilence, the Sanduary 
At our firft meeting I ſhall expound this laſt ar- 


rigle, 


1 9 


Ein 
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tic le, and lay my moane to toreceive 
128 — J en * 
| Reverend father, 


Mgr. 4. 1646, Tor, the 1 


IETTE R XXII. 
* 3 


e — 


'* SIR, 

VV. 3 opinion you ha ve of the Barbariſa of 
imate, we are not fo contempcible at Reme, but he 
Ln 3 nor ſo little curious of rarity, as noty 
— m well as you. Your Letter having foul 
me in this mind, had ” t difficulty to er 
to that work you requeſt me. I ſhall be very gl 
leaſe you, in my obcdicnce to the Church, and do an 804 
keligine char may either acquire ox recover mt a friend to 
meriti of Mogficur de Saint Germgin. It is not poſlible fac me# 
hate him, being as | am a member of of the Fa 
and if I had not eſteem'd him, 1 hould nor be in the Cup 
logye of the reaſonable.Oblig © me therefore allning 
my att Alon and reſpecta, or ow have tol tim che | 

ſenx you my in jure and wy reſenuments to be laid 
altar whereon he makes his yowes and ſacrifices 3 that 4 
Altar of Peace and Lore, pon and lacribenr 4 
and me, e and all the ſowreneſi a 


mi 
k 
. 
0 
1 
a 
th 
E 
J. 


bitterneſe of our ſpirits. I am rclolved not to contribute u 
' the comtingance of diſorder, or nouriſh m nr 
teſſence of gall, nor grow 0 472 a bad conſtance. Tou 
as many clvilitics as to this Chriſtian prote 
— make this — protein to N 1 e 1 
vo, | 
SIR, "|" 1 
4.25. 1647. Your, Cr. i 5 
TETTER XXII. — 
To Monfiear Perrot d'ablancourt. Ul an 
Ou will perceive by the Copy of whar you requedield = 
— in what manger 1 determine our compli oy 


preſent are of affaircs, and what has ever been 
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„„ ee pynoria. The Letter is of an ancient date, as 
nov already; it was written to a man who had need of t 

he. E advice but made very ill uſe of what I gave him: 

bee few yeares afterwards, being engaged in the volt of Ro- 
al, he died in a Sea aht, wherein he commanded a vefiell 

' aqaioſt the King. It might be ſaid of him that he Renowned 

F heſclfe in his de ſtruct on, and that he ſhawd miracles of cou- 
Inge, had be not done them in a bad cauſe, and had not his va- 

hur been ha crime. 


Ah quanti Virtue ſcelus defendis, Angice | 

Man fortis rews, atque invito qualia Marte 

Neptune miraste geris? * EE 
Br when (hall we perute your Hiſtory, in the condition you 
liv] will ſuffer it to be ſeen ? 1 expeR it impariently , that we may 
ad] have a French Alexander, as tour, as brave, and as couragious 
ue = bis words, as the Macedonian was in his actions. You know 
nN ſaid of the pourttaiture of this, that of the two Alex- 
Dial! , de ſon of Philip was invincible , and that of Apelles ini- 
Cuſt table. You may make the 8 your ſclſe to your ex- 


wo lent work : For my part, | hall not Jefie eſteem Alexandey 
| ax] the book, then Alcan he Capraine, and be all my life with 
SI N 
Jn. 5. 1645. | Tour, Cc. 


SETTER XXIHTEHT. 
To Monfjeur de Buurdigal Cande. 


SIR; | 
I not a de flux ion of theſe fix weekes continuance,which hath 
a fountain of my head; and a Chollick that ſucceeded x, 
v tend my entrailgs , with a thouſand rraubleſome blifinefies 
befides, that — Thar me at the ſame time, ſufficient 
u your opinion to excuſe my filence ? 'Leffe then all this could 
nat have made me break my word; and had I been capable of 
» You ſhould have n at the beginning ot Offober, 
| only chat 1 admire the Eloquence of your Letters, bur 1 
oak communicated my admiration to all the wits within ten 
dd} Leagues of me. I am not able to ſay more to you ofir, and I 
we beleech you Sir, do not rake it ill chat J ſend you not my Com- 
cole | Fon the Relation of your friend, 1 am in a hoy _ 
0 oe 


D 
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Policy medles not with any other affaires bur thoſe of 
Febricizs and Scipio : By the orders ot our Land · lord, ix 
ned within the decades of Livy ; nay the nei i 
tory of is prohdited,ir is not lawfull to deſernd 
as the ot Sy and Mis, or of Pompey and c. Thi 
Trium virate muſt nog ſo much as be — upom, | 

frac thece is of approaching neerer,and becoming curious im 
ing Ages , and Countries. | confefic this is a very nie 
2 manner turning of us into another wer 
you muſt alſo conteſſe that your friend is very inquifiti 
great ſecrets, and ſick of Intrigues and newes. cur 
would he have me give him of that which is done aborem, 
of the hur ly burly and cempeſts of humane affaires ? I lonk 
oo the nailed Aire and raging Sea, without murmarings 
Juso, and execratipns againſt Thetis : I am a witnefle, and ud 
judge of the life of Princes: and though 1 did nec 
their conduct, which is diſtaſted where you are, | 
Ieaſt tick taſt co that old oracle, Bond tempore wits expe 
quealigrungque toleraray and to that more moderne, but an 
true, though tranſlated by Alle into Kitchin Latin, kr 
dc juperiore, F acere officium ſuum titer qualiter , & finere ine i 

quomeds,vadunt : had 1 any houres tree from paine, | would 
you longer, but | have only moments of relaxation, aud! 
muſt make uſe of this, to aſſure you that I am ever really,.: 
Sl 


OR. 30. 1617. | Yew Gr. 10 


LETTER XXV. | and 
To Monßeur the Count of Cleremont, &c. am i 


SIR, 
] Hare received aninknire number of favours from your m gey 

neſſe, and | have an infinite gratitude 2 them. But® 

miſchieſe is, there is none that knawes i beſale my ela. 

have been ſo farre from oſtentation of my good fortune , thi 
have enjoyed it ara thiag gotten by theft, and it ſeemes if 
taken courſe to poſſeſſe it wrhour witneſſes, that | might 
it without envy, Youm2y call it either coverouſnefie he 
had 


deſty, ſecking ſecurity, or avoiding SpeQators : I am fue, N 
I hayc kept hlence with as much Religion as if you 
fed to me all the civilities you have written: and Law 


deny, that unleſſe you have che gift of reading thoughts, N 


# N 
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muſt needs be very diſſatuafi d with the care you have taken to 
oblige a man that does not ſpeak. Yet l. muſt at length, juſt . no 
wy elfe, and help you to divine the true cauſe of this ſilence. 
Jr is moſt certaine , my reſenemencs had not been wwpriſon'd 
ths long in my breaſt, bur becauſc 1 krew not whither to ad- 
elſe them to you:for you have ſo many Houſes, in ſo many ſe- 
verall Provinces, that nothing 'was more eaſie then to mifle 
when you are aimed ar, and miſtake the Ea ldom for 3 
Now you ate fixed, Six, and are to be found in the Caſtle 
which the Fairies built tor your Anceſtours on the bank: ef ihe 
Derdorgne, | be ſeec h you, gently admit theſe lines to preſent my 
teſpe&s to you, and aflue you of a fidelity as pure and ſincere 
. | could with | had my ſelſe been the bearer of theſe 
afluratices, to have paſſed with you the happy dayes which my 
«fc ion 13 me there. But this cannot be accompliſi d 
vi h de ſires and paſſions , though Monſcur Deſfortet for- 
called them the fect of the ſoul. | muſt move more mate - 
j rally, and with more ſtrength 1 if God d) not take compaſſion 
Joy weakeneſs, I am afraid | ſhall take no more journics, bc 
PF is the . I expect, therefore, by Monſieur — a faith- 
| full relation of the pleaſures which 1 ſhould have taſted, had I 
been capable to receive them, I will comfort my ſelfe by his 
allftance, with that harveſt of Orange flowers and Jaffamune, 
which is gathe:cd in my abſence. I will read the Diary of that 
warre, we ſhould have both been at in a Coach, and 1 ſhall 
know the number of the flaine, whoſe Epitaphs we ſhould have 
made after dinner: | meane your Harte, your wild Boares, 
and vont Safmons, which are taken in ſuch aboundance , as [ 
am told, that there is no day in the yearc but you might feaſt 


Aut Anthony, and his Miſtriſs | am, " 
31 R, 6 
ar bp. 2, 1639. . Tour, tre. 
= LETTER XXVI. 
To the ſame, 


SIR, 
ſi poſſible that our friend hath loſt his 1'berry > and can 
a co ntenance of Fabyitiut that repreſents to our age the 
of the ancicnt Kepubl.que, demit i lte ſometimes, to 
eb. the eyes ot ſome young Tbilis 1 have much adoc to b 4 
HN ſtrange a gr. 89 85 probability is there, that havin 
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zoyned te the bchaviour of old Rome, e Chaplets and Me- 
Aal ot the new, and that having treated tace te face wi 
Pope U ban and drawn bleſſings from their ſource , he fheuld 
return not confirmed in grace by thoſe Apoſtolicall Con teres 
ces, and refuſe to drink at that Foumaine of Holinefic ? Them 
is no appearance he would lofe ſo faire an opportunity fab 
vance to greater perfection, and you do very well to colour 
accuſation with all that may make it Jook le truth: forby 
the ſame reaſon l proc lame you to be an Eloquent Decades 
Ii maintain my friend an honeſt man calumniated. 1 | 
had ſeen him enter into thoſe houſes that ate afraid of 
- dles and Conſtables, 1 ſhould got conceive a worle opmioa i 
him then of that Holy Marchioneis who reforts the ſame po- 
ces to gain ſouls to our Lord; and | ſhould cry out to any ont 
that judged raſhly, Doe not miſſale bim, be is « Phyſtian uf 
ting bis patients, When he comes hither, we will ſee if for mar 
ter of chaſtiry, your action: may receive any ſuch favourable 
interpretations, and if there be no meanes of revenge for the 
nl fame you have alperſcd him with; yet be c as 
al! this (hall be done with the reſpe& which is due to youtand, 
if it be not poſſible to make an Elogium of your countengnc,, 
without vrn ng a Romanza more fabulous then the Rules 
Poetry will permi, I promiſe you Panegyricks from me, ani 
Odes from him, in commendation of your other vertues tha 
ate not conttovetted, and of which 1 am no lefs a believe tha 


truly, 
| $33; 
Jun. 35. 1640. Toy, Of. 


II. 
Jo My Lord the Duk: of Grammont, Afar 


al 
of France, 4 ” 
My Lord, | 


Our goodnels to my Nephew, is a peculiar obligations 

my felt ; and I iclenc it with all rhe apprche nſions q go 

titude that can enter into the ſoul ot an honeſt man: l. 

return you the thanks you merit, js that which 1 date b 

dertake : and] thould have need of better words then 1 08 

: | ago it as I would. In time paſt, thole trifling word h 

£3 happy enough nor to diſpleaſe you, and have 4 
31 cnc the honourſto declare , they ſometimes hens you 
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with delight: Bu Lord, 8s that was a ſortune 
— of, ſo 1 have Litle tule — my 
ſhi che continuance of ix. You are . — my ſake, to 
ploy the acutenefſe of your wit alwayes ſparingly, and uſe 
by haltes, Crurteſes arc not ts be cxatted 
ſhe dbu, CS yen did me a favour when you made any ac- 
eyat of me, you now do but juſtice, i you do ſo no longer. An 
ute man, as | am, ol no ule in the wo: 1d, thould not aſpire 
v the higheſt ambition of choſe that appear and at in c, 1 
mean to your eſleem, my Lord, and having only prayers to of- 
fer up, ſot the happy luccefie of tent encerprizgs,it ought 
wlulice me, if you bur pitty my f eble paſſion, and ſuffer me 
whyic wy ſelſ as long as | live, withall kind of reſpect, 


pal", My Lord, 
Jan.14. 1645. Teur, Ct. 


LETTER XXVIII. 
To my Lord the Duke of Rohan. 


4 Lord, 

Y u could not ſend your Decree to a perſon better perſwa- 
ded of your cauſe then my fel', nor more paſſionate to your 
ſervice, | was much rejoyced at the report that ranne of it: 
but you were pleaſ d to give me a more peculiar reiatiou of it 
that my ſecond joy might have lomething in it more ſenſible 
and noble then my tirſt, In doing me the honour hereby of ſe- 
perating me trom the people, you deſire I ſhould fee that 
though | am not one of your judges, | am one of thoſe of whole 
Voice you account, and whoſe opinion you do nor contemne. 
aft, my Lord, and without deliberation my vote was for 
you, I judged you worthy of your good fortune before it be · 
l you, and ſeeming a ver y juſt man from the firſt time l ob- 
you, I dd nor think it any miracle that you thould 
fortunate, or that the choxce of a goddeſs hath crown- 

td the Graces of Heaven, AU that has been attempte d to 
nrouble the ſucceſſe ot this enyied e lect ion, hath done nothing 
let bred occaſton for you to triumph over envy ; and you 
raw this advantage from your painet, and contefts, that in a 
Polefſion, which was roo peaceable for ſo de ſired n good, there 
u Gow neer as much ſplendor as ſweetneſs, ard ſomething that 
bs copqueſt, after your yidory in Parliament, It W 

T3 ue 
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which aſlaile d you, held correſpondence with you;fince the 
made he onfel thee ſhe might yield, and ſet up an 
in competirion with you, to give you occafion to i 


4 0 


your cauſe, and dicoyer in your Race and Alliances, more . 


roes and great Lords , than came out of the Trojan Hor, 
Wh:a t conſider that brave throng of { lluſttious names, that 
Trump 1mher then that Audience, that day of your glory al. 
tet thoſe of your good forrune, fo much Grandeur and lum 
at an hundred leagues diſtance from me ; 1 conteſs I am ſore 
what aſhame d of my folitude and obſcurity. Bur 1 muſtelf 
you further, and Monſieur C autier ſhall pardon me, f he pleaſe 
that I have a firrke ſeafon'of jraloufic again him and bn Eke- 
quence, and | wiſh if it had been poflible for me, to have ben 
your advocate that day, being to that degree as | am, 


| My Lord, 
Apt. 17. 1646, Tow, Oe, 


| LETTER XXIX. 
Jo Monfieur de Couppeau ville, Abbot of La 
Victoire, 


IR, 
ad you may know your repotation hath no limit, u 
hat you are e ſicemed both within and without the Work 
I advertiſe you, that Monfieur de la js io cene u 
Pe yon in our deſart, and that in a weeks conver ſation 
ve had togeiber, he bath told me more things of yon t 
a dozen niiſtreties that he left at Paris, The charmes d 
tongue are luſſiciently known, and you have made great & 
periments of them : bur be aſſured they never wrought mat 
powerfully then on the ſpirit of this Gentleman, you 
with more lu ceſs then when hc heard you, and never dia 
an aud tour better edifed. Seſuf was his firſt beloved. Qs 
hath fince taken S afufts place, and you have ſuecee 
hien. | faw the beginning of a book he is writing of Jo 
Apophthegms ; be hath learne you by heart, and 


you threvghly : ſo that if by any miſchance you thould be bd, 


you mighr be tetriv d in hs memory. leave you Sir, 6 
mogine ,the pleaſure he did me, to concurre ſo exaRly vb 
teſeiu ments, and chuſe my inclinations for the —_ * 


Lich a one, wy Lord, that it will ſeem to ſome „ that 
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diro-ulc. It lyes u pon him to give you a further account, when 
be ſees you, and intorme you of the firſt mations your name 
excited ina lang ithing ſoul , and the continuance of my joy 
in the 11 of bis relations. He told me nothing concern- 
— | defired him to repeate it;and mentioned nothing 
vows but what dclerved th complement of the Academy 
lian, Di grefis 5 un «lire Volta 7; Bur particularly the 
deſcription of the ſeafl. you made Monſieur ch, was aftcd 
over. more then once at my mot humble ſupplication, 1 found 
in | know not what of learned Antiquity. But on your conler 
ence, Sir, was that Terrace which wasferved in for ont ot your 
lee · mente, fo ſtuck with perſumes and covered with flowers, 
ablolutely of your owne invention 2 Is it not an Originall of 
Aan or at leaſt that gallant man of the fol — 
1 ebiter, & cujus erdditns luxay 3 nefire Corndlin cele- 
- ? How __ 55 „ we — na —_ cares before, 
you wanted no that day, but Dieryſnes Lambines tor 
cook, and Aﬀrien 3 for Steward. The picee is th - 
ingenious , and much more humane and rationall then t 
of chat Ba:barous Grzcian,who at Alexander s table wiſh- 
ei for a Satrape's head in s diſh; This wes a reſemblance of the 
nefs of Turi, beforc there were any Turks in the world: 
nnen example only fit for Machievell's imitation, if he 
hed iav ned C oſar Borgia to dinner. But you aro to deal with a 
mm, whohath the palat of Roman Conluls , and not Afien 
Princes: and you have accordingly treated him after the Ro- 
man faſbion; tor it muſt be c „ that the appetite of bis 
mad muld not be better reprefented, by an embleme more ſpi- 
fevall , nor more gallant then that you had deviſed. When 
#you make him a ſecond Entertainment I have entreated our 
hands to give you a prelent from me, and deliver you ſome 
Latine verſes, of the laſt inſpiration of my Muſes; they ate nei- 
ther che Ragouſts of Scipio, nor the delicacies of Mecanar yet 
they are fruits tranſplanted from the nurſery of thoſe happy 
Ages; and | have inſerted my grafts _— their Stocks. You 
ay pleaſc to j idge of them when you have taſted them: and 


continue ever to love me a little, Giace I will never ceale to be 


Y, | 
SIR, 
Sep. 3. 1641. | 8 Teur, Cc. 
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LETTER XXX. * 
To Menfiear de Bour keys, A of Cores, | 


166 


1 improperly, and tha ie owes . which it gi 


Ir 1 did& not keow that Generoſity takes we patty 
tiver, 1 hen 
not uadcrſitand the intent as of Monſieur your brother. y 


been my inter ceſſout to rhe. Commiliary ; 


one of your Sermon 3 aad after all this, he rhanks meſure 


the good turns he has done me, and will not mabe un ba 
withour þring obliged to me ſot it. And yer more; Sir, he 
have thitooaceit of obligat on extend even to you, and d 
you in the muddle of your conifliae, that ] might rere a tow 
plement from thar hand which ftrikes dead Herefe, . 
enough ve latizhe the moſt ambaioss ſpirit in the world. Ont 
graine bf your inceniſc is worth a maile of another, and 
— ſo ſweet, even in the lenſe of wiſe Antiquity, 1 
P ailes char come from a petion that is unverſally commend, 
] hcy that comemne the acrlammions of the people, ſhould yt 
h ſenhble of theft y which cannot be indifferent to uny, bu 
weh as honour their ſullen humour with the Title of ket 
Philoſophy. Fot my part, Sir, 1 declate my ſelſe to bt h 
that ſc& , every kind of allurement would ant be ape wo u 
me; but how is it poſſible to abſtaine from a meat h 
have diclled , or reſiſt a — that workes im ted by jo# 
Lengusge? So tha I muſt needs teil you freely, l 
ceived more joy then when | received your Letter. 

ls Thibandiere was a witneffe of my ttaunce: Monkear chu 
had notice of wy good newes: if ir were poſſible | wealdtw 
divulged it to all the Earth , and have primted ic iu al ia 
guages, that all ſuch as can read might know, Lam m xu 
enatcly, SIR, TS 11 
Mar. 3. i639. Your, G 


LETTER XXXI. 
To Monfieur the Abbot of Lavardin. 


" SIR 
5 Hall I dare to tell you that 1 write theſe lines to pen, 
O ticd with watchings and melancholly ? that I dran d 
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| from a braiae = unſetled from yeſterdayes tempeſt; that l 


now enyedt a fiſt Fir } It would be inj uious to the voi th of 
the excellente ſt Letter in the world, and o intimate to du, 
that x hach not abſolute ly cured me, or that it leaves any work 


| ebind for Phyſick or time: it would be too angratcfull a trea - 


og we of your favours, ſo rare and <xquiſue, and which have 
y obliged me, yet 1 muſt allcadge the diſtur bance of wy 
to juſtife the little premeditation | am capable of 0 and 


o 

the negligence of this ſcrowle, It will aflure you, Sir, that 
there is go body fo puſleficd with the Lure Il of a Tertian gue 4 
bar the found of your words bring him ſome caſe: there arc rn 


eyes fo greed y of ſlcey, but love your Letters better then their 
ref, I never ſaw {o much beauty, ſo many ornaments, and ſo 
much riches in one place: and yet in the middle of this fave 
toungance, youcomplaine of being ponre, Ak God par- 
Gan for chat finfull word, It cannot proceed trom any thi 
but cher an extream ambition or an inſat able avarice ; — 
you p me in mind of him who reckoned the treaſuries of Dari 
* nothing , who (lighted the tribures of the Indies and , 
vhe did not think he had enough when he had all. You ought 
ant Sic , to bewaile your poverty: you ſhould reforme your e · 
celle and profuſcncis. For my particular you give me ſo much, 
that | have not roome enough to receive your benefits: and 
they are ſo unfit for me that | dare not touch them with 
lane bands, | make 2 conſcience of appropriating things o Con 
and diſproportionable to my meanenciie. I have no right to 
receive them, unleſſe have power to force me to it, unleſſe 
youcomp-1! my ey 2 the Pope did that of father Lage, 
Tho would not have accepted the purple but only to ave d er 
tnmunication, What ever it be, Sir, and whatluever acct 
dene me naces good fortuncs , I hope to preſet ve the Principle 
«mine, I meane your favour. And fer th a, I ſhall be deficient 
neither in paſſion nor reſpe& ; and if Time undeceive you in 
that counterfe it Grandee whom you eſtcem lo . in my per · 
lon, you ſhall find at leaſt, an honeſt man in the place of him, 
whom time can never change, and whom doubt beſſe, you will 
wer love, fince he will cternally be with all bis ſoul, 

SIR 
08.8. 1644. : Your, Cc. 


14 Let · 
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| LETTER XXXII. 
To Monſieur Salomon, Attourney Generall to the Grand cen 
SIR, 
Ou will not be offended, that I valew the acceſſory hi 
1 then theprincipall , and your Letter then 
You have ſent me a book | do not much admite, anc dan 
written | know not what that charmes me. Pardon the curioky 
of a man, on whom you have made triall of your enchammem 
1] defire of you ler iouſly, Where is this innocent and handle 
Magick taught? or, it you pleaſe, that ſubt le and new kind d 
Nhetorick. In that Country, from whence the Genus Dem 
ratitum comes to us, and n the ſhapes of Cardinal Benth 
aud the father Strala:there is not any myſtery taught to grin 
the ſoul more gently , and by more delicate engines, Your& 
vilkies ace perfumed with an incenſe ſo exquiſite and preciom, 
mat that which is retailed at Court, is but 2 ſophiſticate Gm 
in reſpect of it. In a word, Sir , to expreſſe my lelfe litetulh 
— ule of _ ures =_ amd have kw 
z im muc r own Eloquenc 8 
| praifing 6 ry ts — . rather N that, then mult 
a complement to me. I have no mind, either to conteſt in tha, 
or any thing elſe with you; 1 bear too much reverence both 
| the Kings icrvant, and his Tongue, and am too ſenhble ofth 
| eee g he hath over me; who the laſt ycare perſwaded vis 
| He would, and whom | hearkened ro wich delight, whenk 
| gave his anſwers upon two hundred queſtions thai were 
poſ'd him. I am reſolved to hear and applaud as long v1 E 
| to give place and yield to you az much as you pleaſe; kei 
; were better, I ſhould paſſe fog one of your Paradoxes, than 
| words fo unequall to yours, attempt to confute you to my en 
confuſion. W y ſhould I perplexe my ſclfro refiſt « 
| which is nothing but gentleneſs, and can do nothing but ge 
I muſt patiently endure my happineſſe. In Egypt they d 
e caſt op bayke againſt that benehciall violence, which bien 
in to enriek the Country that icceives it: Be pleaſ d cher 
to continue your pleafing exceſſes, and over pelle me vu 
infmity of favours. I ſhall be glorious in thoke precious ru 
| write excellent things to me ſtill whileſt I only rerume : 
| anſwer to them in the bare proteſtation , which 1 ſhall u 
| you, to be ever paſſicnatcly, 


3 


Apr. 18. 1647. Your, Of 1 
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LETTER AI. 
To Menfeur Ferret, Secretary to the late Dule of Weymar. 


IR 
Jn flow in anſwering your eloquent Letter, but the 
| reaſon is b:cauſe I have ruminared and medicated upon its 
Eloquence 8 long time. There are enchanted papers as well as 
Catties , and if 1 have forgot my ſelf amongſſ your excellent 
ines. do not eſteem it ſloath, bur rather an extaſie and ra- 


vibment. That which you have written to me, does honour to 


the memory of your Prince, and extolis his judgment afrer his 
death. 1 peree we by that, he underſtood how to chooſe heads 
and diftivguiſh of men 1 that he was as knowing in as 
fwords ; chat his Secretaries did not ſecond him Doll nel 
in his Cloſer, then his Colonells In the field. Bur do not think 
ſhali be ridde of me fo, in ſhewing me you were worthy to 
Cake Duke of Weymer's Secretary: you promiſed me more, 
that you would be his Hiſtoriographer for my ſake, and 1 ex- 
& the Memeires I requeſted of you. In the meane time, Sir 
Tann you for the Sermons you have taken the pa ines to ſend 
me, and beſec ch you to aſſure the honeſt Heretick that preached - 
them, that 1 alwaies extreamly honour and eſteem him. There 
is more then one Right Reverend, and one Regent Maſter 
amongſt un, that 1 ſhould be very pled our Church could truck 
for ſo deſerving an enemy, Not that we want famous perſons, 
but | could wiſh there were none famous in the world but who * 
were ours; and it troubles me, l am forced to commend a valour 
thet makes warre upon us, It is moſt certaine, I cannot with- 
hold from praiſing that Monficur Datlle, yea in the preſence of 
the Jeſuites my ſpirituall farhers, and the Capuchins my deare - 
friends. I every dey envy him your Party, and ſomerimcs I tell 
him, though he can hardly heare me where he is, Cum tals fr, 
inan no er effes ? Will yow beſo faithfull as to carry him 
this amorous figh from me > it makes irs addrefics aſſo to you 
who very well merit our defires; and I beſeech ou, receive it 
with my proceſtation to be 2 in fincerity, | 
5 
aug. 8. 1644. Tour, Cc. 
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LETTER XXXIV. 
To Monfenr de Plaſſac Mere. 


EIS. 
ou axe too good in pittying my ized and a 
out of my drouzincls by a name fo ene Ce 
was taviſhed to had is at the end of thole curious lines thy 
preceded k: curbus, itever I readany ; for wikeng 
ny deſigne to irritate he {5 of flowers, ot the god of 
I maintain there can be noching more gloriouſly e 
| nor mote radiant then what you write, But from whence & 
— her all theſe riches ? You make but few journeys im 
Fir very rarely in to Greece? Without den 
: 1 materialls of the Univerſal by 
* foul is naturally inſtructed and diſciplined and im 
| learned in the ſame manner as the firſt . 
Arts and Sciences, 1am conbdent, that excellent man yut 
tell me of, it SCA hare and that night's eoaverſation 
373 ˙·- 1 
at common r well- can 
2 that there was juſt oc caſion tor a „ when 
be, he had 8 Lecture. I exceeding ape 
oquent es you do bim in your Letter to him Lab: 
mics rhe high things, you ſpeak concerning the ſuperiorityd 
| 25 wit : and that ſilver Coller which you promiſe to weten 
che ball e of your ſcryitude, is a rare piece in my conceꝶt. jw 
rene Rae Sir, the good Counſcls you have gas 


heut de la if he reſol ve to follow them, # 
5 cg him, and we ſhall ſee as many Cheer wi 
* 78 he can catch in his nets, O the gallant Inamory 


| full Door of Love? When ſhall I make v 
| third he 27 ſociery 2 lt cannot be till ne 
far in the condition I am, good Sono muſt come ++ 
and caft her ſelf into my armes. In the mean time, 
you continue your hearty love to me, if you will have me lix 
| with any comtot tably in expectation of you, and believe m 


ver, 


. SIR, 
| OA. r, 1643. Tun, Ir. 
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LEFTER XX RV. 
Te the ſame. 


A | 

02 G4 not allow me time to cxpee the good which I de- 
J fred. Almoſt at the fame inſtant that 1 wifh'd for manns 
fam Seilen, I ſaw ir rain in my deſurt: and the cloud broke vp. 
in the banks of Chereme, when I thoughr the vapour began bur 
wethate from t he ſtreares of Meuſe. Let lo rare a pre ſent is 
me the principall part of the bencfic 1 have received: the ſpirit 
ou animatcd it, is N exquiſice then 
the gilt * I do lefs value your hene ſuch then your eloquence : 
and contrary to the ordinary courſe, words arg here of more 

worth chen things. Give me leave theretore Sir, to renew m 

«dl Queſtions to you and to demand, What Cod hath inſpire 
you with rheſe eloquent words; who hath revealed Rhetorick 
wyon on what hill have you pr, and what lawrell have 
e eiten ? Or have you lighted upon the thoughts of thoſe 
— Oratoury, whoſe books you never read ; Cer- 
ninly your ſouls have ſeen and diſcourſed with one another in 
the other world, before yours tame into this, You muſt have 
tonſet ted together in the Cloſer, from whence ce leſtiall origl- 
nalle, and the firſt formes of things do iſſue, for your acquain- 
tance with them muſt come from a farther place then mine, 
If tbe ſo, me thinks you have lately put your ſelf to a ſuper- 
expence. What will you do wich, (had perpetvall whiſt- 
ler, that chatters out Porphyrics five Predicebles, and that 
teckaey Grammar ian, who betrayes Cicero every time he ger: 
about to tranſlate him to him? Retrench your ret ine w of Ee. 
two unprofitable mouths, and continue to ſearch narrowly 
within your ſclf, where 1 promiſe you, youwill find excellent 
t is better to be rich by bitth, then ceaſe to be a begper 
and I eſteem an adwirable ignorant as you are, 
re an ordinary Doctour, ſuch as 1 know ſtore. But the mat- 
terin Queſtion, hath been roo long and too often handled. 
us therefore conclude it with that faixe picture, which you 
have drawn in your Letter : and do you fancy that y La- 


J who diſpenſes good and ill dayes at her who 


without ſturing from her inothers houſe, ſcatters fire over all 
grace: fancy her, 1 ſay, either comming out of her bed, or 
ing, without a coate, without a night- gown, —_— 

| Wn, 
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Lawne, nay without her ſmock, if you be but valiant 

ts end ure ſuch an apparition, and ſee her as naked ar when 
came into the world. Oa the other fide, imagine to 
that Lady who ha's the prodigious memory, who is the iaws 
tory of ſeverall Kingdomes, who groanes under the burdeas 
' faſhions and gutawef, who hath all agedeces receits for pally 
oyles, and eflences, To which of theſe two, think you, would d 
inclination of a ſoul that knew how to chuſe, runne firſt ? bs 
| fore which would a man of « ſound judgment, and good the 
.- moſt willicgly proſtraie himſelf There would be no great ſe 
ple in the chnice, Sir, and by the ſame ſcnrence, m1 
| coulen and your elke have carried your cauſe: bur I am n. 
| jon to venture my ſelf any further, though you would ku 


me, I am extreamly apprehenſive of ridiculous 
| adrentares ; and my gray haires drive me from | 
your | nature invites me to. I leave you then,the Phony, 
the cighth wonder of the World, the urmoſt atchievemens 
| maruce, and all the reſt of the hardwords, of which you wal 
ENR 

Letter in city of familiar ua * 
acording to my calome ha S | 
Dec. 3. 1642. 2 4 ,6& 
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TE SECOND BOOK. 

II. 
To Monſieur Menage. 


= 


SIR, 
4 paſſion be as true as it is eloquent, and kindle as greee 
4 


| me in your on breaft as it caſts luſtre in your words, 
—# *h the favour of Secratet, I am the moſt happy Lover that 
e courred beautious ſouls, Within a little ſpace, 1 have 
bund a thouſand rayes of that firſt,and ſoyeraign Faire, which 
6 all che ancient Philoſophy ſought after: and you can ſo well 
'” | preſent what you happily conceive, that had you given me no 
more then this picture, { ſhould have already received too 
puch. But it is not your intention 1 ſhould only be bappy in 
kgute: you do not de ſigne to bedeck me with a new nothing nor 
make a largeſs of fatie money, Your Colours are ſolid and 
tppearances eflentiall : and wit hout Queſtion you have — 
bone the ſereency of your love in the Ornaments of your lan- 
guage, to no other nd but that 1 may ſee rruth is not alwaies 
plan and poorlyclad, bar that ſhe ent bs feaſtivalls, and 
dions of Ceremony. Can any thing be imagined more gallant 
al ind yer more paſſionate then this devotion of yours, an thole 
wow; which you continually pay, in the Church where we firſt 
one another > The ſecrehie and the ſolitude which you 
out to enjoy, apart from witnefles , rhe paper which 
Monßeur Chapſain lent you, obliges me to cry out Hm ſoit qui 
Dee, and advertize the prophane people, that vittue 
al | Fares ſometimes the countenance of vice, and our Mules 
ale nor to be chaſte, though they arc voluptuous, Bur what 
| lay to your ſhutting the door, and tor tifying your ſeif 
in 


5 
a 
mo 
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in your chamber that no body might diftutbe you in the ws 
_ | ſeſhan of adozenof lines ? The long, and greedy kifes, wn 


4 


Tree 


rous, that can ere 
natutal ſtrain of nob 
handſome, I do not venture to wrappe it up in a delicate m net 
Iko not how to anſwer a Relation which I can only adus ne, 
and you ſhall be contented, if you plcaſe unh f 
— apo but ſuch as [ do warrant every ſyllable of 'thewaf man 


them mol} Rigorous * * proteſting to you that Ia 


5 
Nov. 3. 163g. Teu, Gr. al. 
LETTER I. . 

Ind 
and | 
am i 


To ihe ſame. 


SIN. | 
Yo» ate not contented only to beſtow yourown affcfinaa] th: 
mne, and place me in your heart: you labour for me cliewhen | tee a 
and ceaſe not cither to acquire or preſerve me illuſta] by M 
friends. ls it true wch you write of Monſieur the Embaſledasrs] been 
 Sweden,and am I happy cnongh to be eſteemed by him 21 half priz: 
this co you as religioufly as it 1 touch'd the alters wherecany wen 
fore our friendſhip : My ambition was dead, but you haven f Worth 
| Nored it to life againe, and | ſhould have the ſame cxrakaw] fer o 
you, were but my blood as ſubtle and ſpirirful in my vcine un Soft | 
would not think hinſelfe glorious by bis eſtcem, of whole kl} tac n 
our Age ha's cauſe to be proud ? He is a Living one, bend that; 
Preſident Inis oppoſ d to all the dead Grandees ot am 
and had Ho. land brought forth no more then this learned h bp. 3 
our deare friend is to hlame : ſhe had deſerved alone alli 
Jaurells he would diſpoil the reſt of. For Mecſkicurs u Py 
cannot believe what good you have done me, in telling ut m 
alwayes love me, and that wy ſloath hath not 1 
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bf favour : For though Monficur L' Huillier ha's engaged for me, 
vi and undertaken to preſerve me in their remembrance, yet L 
l not have left all ro hm, and been deficient in a duty, 
Lf which payed them in all Languages, and from all places of 
# the Earth. Nevertheleſs if you pleaſe to aſſociate with that 
aimicable Monkeur 1 Auillier, and ad joynrly in my name, vo 
nales any queſtion but they had rather hear you, then read mo, 
ad that my Agents would de vale ved more then either I or 
Letters Oblige me therefore to let them know, dir, but 
from your clog uent mouth, that they have not cheriſh'd a 
„ and that be who received theu tavours is a Deaigen of 
the civilized world, capable ot gratirude,and who both knowes 
ow mots bagafe beſtowed on him. It it were not al- 
25 hard to bring me to Paris, as to bring Paris hither to 
we, | would willingly caſe you of this Commition, and be my 
ell the bearer of my complement. bn truth, though Faris have 
many alluremenrs to make ic be deſirable, and h the Ma- 
N State be not only contraſted. there in the perſon of 
dde Prince, but difful'd into as many parts as there are Courrs of 
Juſtice ; y.t all this greatneſs, and all this Majeſty cannot 
me to return thuher again, It is not the Louvre that at- 
= 12 is _ - loſer of thoſe rays — : 
k Ac » hath nothing in it bur pure, ſpiricuall, 
20d learned: I am neither — » Lawyer, nor Uſurer. 1 
im not ant in all knowledge of theſc profeflion:: but out of all 
that gnorance , there is found a certais animall , extreamly 
bee and indifferently reaſonable , who hath not been diſliked 
by Mpnficur the Embaſſadour o Sweden , who bath formerly 
been acceptable to Bie ſſieui e du Pay , and whom you way now 
pra: to them, at what tate you pleaſe. I do not implore you 
wenrich the definition of me, to vale me at more then | ans 
rah: I only beſcech you not to forget what really | am ma- 
pf flcr of, and to perſwade even your ſclfe , (tor with you | have 
ee necd of your good offices hat I can love without intereſts 
py modemets is firme and conſtant, that I am a Violent 
thtlaſts, that is, chat 1 mall be all my life, with paſſion, 
SIR, 
bp. 30, 1639. Tour, Cc. 


21 
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* 
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1-GETTER IN. "MF 

To my Lord the Marqueſſe of Montauſier, Governar end Lim 
tenant General for the King in Saintonge, Angoumom, ey, 


My Lord, 
Ince is infinitely beyond my power to returne a fob 
anſwer to the favourable Relations I received from May 
fieur Chepeldin, what can I do but deſpaire as to my sch 
ledgments of ſo many ſolid effects and ſenſible obl ;garions 1 
have received from your goodnefſe > You take too much as 
to preſerve tharwhich you cannot leſe:my paſſion is the moſt w 
| le ching you are Maſter of; it js withall the moſt affured 
he miſchiefe is, that having reſcrv'd nothing of my (clf whe 
it ſt | made you the gift, | have nothing now left to offer you; 
and | very cell perceive chat at the time you intend u 
| ſhew your own power and my diſabilicy. I was immedi 
drained of my complements, but your tavours are i 


ble: and whoſoever ſhall underſtand that your impriſoazes | 


in Germany did not bereave you of rhe meanes ro obliges 
there , will not wonder that your Government of Angumi 
affords you occaſions to do it. During your confinement 9: 
encertain'd your ſolitude with mein wour thoughts: lai 
time of me lancholly you conceived me capable to divert n 
yea my only name and image have ſerv'd to do it : and u 
mote as | was from you , 1 made ſuch rayes of joy ffreamein 
your foul as cauſ d an admirable and glorious ſpring in k. 
ae my Lord, the bundle of thoſe excellent flowen i 

rought forth with much care: I bedeck wy oY and fung 
my vanity with them, 1, looł upon them as the faireſt toben i 

remembrance that Pelybrus could have wiſhed from m 
and Paulus Jovius from his Marqueſſe of Peſcara. It is not u 
out ſome deſigne of Heaven , or ſome good preſage chat thi 
Marquefle is come into my mind. Since you ate not lefle but 
then he, ir is juſt you be not leſſe happy. The Vittoria cu 
of our age muſt complear your feliciry, ſince vertue hath 
ir, There are no withes to be made for you, after theſe, 
though the preſent I have received trom you be ſomerhing w# 
obliging then the grant of Exemprions and ProreRions,or da 
the Majoralty of Angenieſme and that of Seintes which 


conferr'd at my inſtance; yet 1 think my ſelf ſufficiently as | 


full, if l prognoſticate with ſucceſſe the poſſeſſion of 8 
which you eſteem infinitely higher then all others. S 
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hicherto been in vain deſired: God | hath refuſed it to the 
yers and devotion of men: But withour doubt, you ate - 
Led in the ſecrer of Providence to be the happy poſſe ſſouc of 
u. Believe me, my Loid : | have been inlpired mot e then 
once, and | tell you in the name of Heaven, and in the lan - 
e of my Oracles, Tua tua crit, et ſus te proper eſſe def net. 

Ta cert dignus es quem iÞ/a Minerve preferat & virginitant & 


651. l dare not adde any thing to theſe high words, and cannot 


better conclude my Let ter then with a Prophecic, I am ever 
nately, 

* : My Lord, | 

Apr.25, 1645. Tour, Ce. 


LETTER IV, 
T's the ſame. 


My Lord, 
Our remembrance is not a bare token of your civility 2 
You remember me in termes that perſwade mc although 
come from a ſuſpected place, and that | know, at Court 
words are not much uſed but to diſg iſe intentions, You uſe 
them with greater incegrity, and more faithfull to the intent of 
nature, They are the faire interpreters ot your ſoul; and in 
your Letters, the repreſentation of the thing is no other then 
the thing it ſelf, You love, my Lord, where ever you have 
ſaid it; and your word gives me firmer ailurgnce of my good 
then my pofſeflion of it. I repole confidence in that, who have 
reaſop to diſtruſt the decrees ot Jupiter, and in whom lo many 
Otacles have proved lyais, I am nor a little pro d to find 
toom in a memory, which uſually is ſt-1ed with Orders from 
the Ning, and dererminare te ſolut ions of the Councell. But 1 
n much more glorious in being beloved by a man that looks 
en all Employments,and charges, beneath him who make ſe- 
tows proſe ſlion of Probity and honour, whom the Coui t hath 
fot been able to effeminate, not War to exaſperate. Iihink | have 
laid all in this. For is it not a little miracle to eſe ape without 
kying, ſrom the contagion of a corrupted Age; to have more 
une ſtrength, then cuſtome hath violence; ti know how to ma- 
nage fury, and mixe the Man with the Lyon; to be vertu us, 
ntionall, wiſe, amid ſt the tumult of unc hained pa ſlions ? and 
A this place you muſt, if it pleaſe you, pardon me the liberty 
Lam abour to take, and permit me to demand of you, whether 
m you 


198 Choiſe Letters. 
you alwayes intend to cmploy Reaſon to a uſe that ſeems 


contrary to her > Will you ever exerciſc an Art, ſo mornlly 
the quiet of the World ? Shall the wile, my Lord, and vem- 


ous be any lo injur ous to the ruine of mankind > It wy 


be,a milder will ſucceed this, and heaven may be recos 
ciled to earth ney the future reſerves ſome good dayes fr 
us, and all our feaſtivalls are not extinct: In caſe it ſhould 
be ſo, you will have Icifure to let us lee you in your govern 
ment ; and that is ar leaſt one fruit of the peace which 
to gather on the banke of our fair Charante. | do not tell yu 
in -- behalfe and as her Poet, that the Rhine and Dam mah 
her j- sous: I ſpeak of my on head, that 1 unpatiently er 
pe & the honeur of kiffing your hands, and am moic then an 
per lon in the World, 

MyLcrd, 
Jan. 7. 1646. Tour, Cc. 


LETTER V. 
To Monffcur de Puy, Conncellour ts the King. 


SIR, | 
5 nce your books are your miſtreſles, and 1 am the cauſed 
an eighteen months abſence (having detained them het 
fo long) l believe you have oue up many unprefitable von 
| for their return, and they will come to your bands mathe 
| Ranr you are making imprecat ions againſt me; ſo * 
from their own heme, and the opinion which th z 
Paris,that all on this fide the Loire is Gaſcon, may hate t 
dred my fidelity ſuſpe cte d to you, and given you ſome reals 
t fear that the Romans had much I:$evl'y to chemkebe 
ſrom the Barbarians. Vet here they are, Sir, as found and 
@ tire as | received them from Monſieur Girard : and | pn 


have borne ſuch reſpe& to them, that, had ir been poſbdle,! 


| would not have touched them but with ſattin fingers. EZ 
thing that comes to me from you, and that weares the L 
of Monſieur de Thou, ſatishes me immediately of its pri 
merit ꝛ and if I did bur ſce that marke on an Almanack,« 
the works of the Count Vi Me, I ſhould reſtrain my eB 
terming them pitifull papers. You may judge by this in 
con ſideration | heſd your Hubertus Fobietta, and his ene 
company > Since the baſtards of Vandal and Goths, i v 
by you, ſhould be tieated honourably by me; you may s 
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Su, chat the ſame warrant did not permit me to diſceſteem the 
true and magnanimous Nephews of Remus. Monlicur Menage 
who knows my reſe ntments in this particular, and the pertect 


nlue | ſer upon your vertue and your brothers, vill tell you in 


more Courtly manner, what I only write you in the ſtyle of the 
village. He will chuſe our words, which ſhall not extenuatg 
u mine do, che greatneſs of my paſſion and gratitude. If there 
be any neceſſity of it, he ſhall bind himſelf by oath to you; he 
z good, and my friend cnough to do it, that I am not leſi then 


de, 
SIR, 
Jul 15, 1642. Teur, Cc. 


LETTER VI 
D Monſieur the Prefedent de Neſmond. 


du, my dear Coſen, 


Am ſo good a hu: band of chat portion I conceive I have in 
your ſavour, that I would not willingly ever touch itzand had 
ther paſs for a bad friend, then make a cuſtome of recommen- 
ag ſuirs to you, Bur diſcretion muſt not be fo ſcrupulous as 
to violate Societ y, and one may ſuſpend the rigour of his pt in- 
ciples without for fe it ing the repuration of conſtancy. I thought 
1 was obliged to * to Mon ſieur Couvrelles which l had 
refuſed to an infinite number of Suitours, and | have intreated 
dim to deliver you this Letter from me, to the end an ation 
nor uſuall wich me, might be a token te you of his extraordina- 
ryvertue, He is a Gentleman, whoſe noble extract ion hath 
improved with excellent education, he underſtands his 
own prote ſlion and that of other men too. And although Po- 
lteneſ; and Purity do ſeldome meet together, yet he hach both 
the knowledge of the Court with the innocence of the Coun- 
ry. I have heard him commended by the greateſt perſons of 
thi Kingdome, and | make no Queſtion but you will be one 
& his illuſtrious approvers : after yau have had an 
genterrainment of his diſcourſe, I moſt humbly beſeech 
Sir, to do him this tavour; and diſmiſs him back to us as 

a8 you can, with the ſat is faction he promiſes himſolf trom 


pi juſtice, He is one of thole that civilize our Barbariime 


ad repreſent us your great world : ſo that conſcquently con 


wing my ſelf intereſſed in my own particular in the ſuppli- 
m 3 cation 


A 
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cation I have made to you, I redouble it in this place with z 
little feryvency, and prote ſt to you with much truth, che 
man can be wore then my (cif, 


| 7 Sir, 
May 10. 1638. Tour, ce. 


LETTER VII. 
Ty the Same, 


+ 


X 7 latever infirmity it is that confines me here, 4 
| only Madam Ueſſiges power that withholds as 


from Cauſing my lelt to be conveyed to Pen, to be her fol 
cl there to you: But the will not employ ell the right fe 
| hich over me, and whereas ſhe may conmand ne a journey 
| the 13 contented to deltica Letrer from me, | have grand 
it io hcrgas a favour which ſhe dues me, or | rather which is 
my ſelt: and 1 write it to you with as mich concernment, mt 
1% own good fortune drpended on the ſucceſs ſhe p omun 
her lelf from your heſtice So the thing hath changed its nam 
it s not her buſineſ I recommend to you: but my own intern 
rh ch l put into your hands, and proſecute in anothers name. 
I account it fupe: Auous, Sir, to tell you at this time, ofs mts 
rue the moſt acknowledged and celebrated in the World. k 
wo Id not only be a ſt fig of a great ſubyzeR in too cloſe 1 
Room, and bringing the Genus Demon{ratiuum to a ſtrat hut 
would look as if had a deſigne to mie ſome thing of aſcxzes 
in acaule wh ch eftcerm wholly my own,and as fl | had ami 
tu be little b holding to you, when { make many e 
ſtances and allkgitions, | have not any ſuch cunning def 
| I ſhould be veiy loath to dunmiſh tne worth of your ben 
| by the teflefion on any other merit ut on the contrary} & 
clate to you, that of the many«bl/gations | have to you 
ef newand ancient date, this will be the moſt conſidetable R 
yond compare, Whereof | (hall be more ſenſible and for wh, 
| principally vou ſhall be entitled My Bencfactour, as lalls 
life tune will profeſs my lelfe, 


| Sir, wy deat Couſen, 
| Aup.15. 1639, Tour, Gr: 


2 


* 2 

. * 

1 »% N 
2 


829212. A 


— . 
ww 


Tr 88 


rr. IO BATES RE TER 


C1 


Book II. Choiſe Letters, 181 
| EET ER VI 
To the ſame 


Ge oy deat Coul . 

Ou heve obliged m- with ſ% much |pwodneſs in the affaires 

of Geher, that { canno! doubt your aſſiſtance in my dea- 
ret and moſt ſenlibl. ntet ts. It is true, | am athamed that | 
pever come betorc you bir with the countenance of a ſuppli- 
int. and that | never write any thing but b gging Letters. 1 
would st lr aſt once in my lde, ofter you my devous more 
ably, and without bie miſh to the purity of my pailion by this 
Todd! ame mixtu'rt «4 buſnecls thar accompanicsy if, But on 
the otier ide me thinks, it would have ſome thing of Pride in 
u, igbeuſ wil ro owe you mruchz3% your ptotect on is fo gen- 
tie hau an mt troubled to be more yours eve y day, by fome 
new ticle which you acq ine over me, Whom ſhould we invoke 
in 04r calamitics but him that effeQually hea: ken to us - and 
to whom thall we add:cfle our prayers, but to a power that is 
bene cent to all ? but to 15 tute lat Saint of our Province, and 
cur peculiar P:oteRour > Preſerve us therefore Sir , fiom the 
&cadfull hat raſſes of Barretry that menace us Which after ie 
bath defrauded us of what our lawtull right wagnot ſtrong 
enough to maintaine, would now {natch that from us wh ch the 
temo le of out judges hath left us. I do not accuſe their inte- 
griry, though 1 cannot commend their judgment, I only ſay, 
to cleate them, that ofte nit imes falinocd has a better appearance 
then truth. 1 ice very evidently the fi ions of Lawyers ate 
more dangerous then thoſe of Poets, and the Sophiſms of 
K1rmandy harder to ſeſolve then thoſe of the Latin Country, 
If you pleal'd bit to diſcourſe upon this matter with any of out 
Commiſſiogers, | make no queſtion but being inſpired by your 
words he would reccive a new ſpirit for the good of one ie 
neſs, and the effect of his inſpiration be immediately intuſed on 
all his Aſſociates The reverence of your vertue, would make 
them cenfder more exactly the goodneſs of our ca'iſe, you 
—, and will be the chicfe Authour of the conſolation we 
expect. I con jure you, to do us this favour, and believe me al- 

» 
Sir, ry deare Couſen, 

Nov. 20. 1640. Tour, Ce. 
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| | VX. 
To Menficur de la Nauve, « member of Parliament in the cmi 
Enquiries. 


SIR, 
T TI itherto | have ſollicited you in favour cf my friends, ad 
H never for my ſclfe : At this time l muſt do it for one that 
n neeter to me then my ſelf, and I recommend ſomething mae 
then my own cauſe, ſince it is that of Monſieur cb elan 
draw ſo much ad vantage from his friendſhip, and ſo much 
from his example, that if I have any comfort in ſolitude, ot my 


Jo'opher, and be deraines me from being a lavage. I cannake 
indebted to him higher then that, nor tell you more of him 

1 have ſaid, he alone is my Socrates, Arifiides, and my Pol 
I beg juſtice of you in the name of thoſe three, concentred i 
gether in this one: In the name of vertue injured in his pet 
bon : in the name of all civill men intereſted in his canſe in 
the ſake of an honeſty ſo pure and ęzact, nay & rigid and ſew 
| pulous , that we may with advandhyc patallel it with tholed 
the firſt times. Theſe are high words, | confeſſe: yer ps <- 
not ſuſhcient for my purpoſe , and my thoughts outpoe 

though my expreſlion be forct to _ here. That expreiin 
| which did not diſlike the King of Sweden, and made the Dukes 
| Weymar deſire that I ſhould ſpeak of him, doth afford me now 
| Ing that contents me, when | ſhould ſpeak vf my friend. If 
it weake in the teſtimony | now give of him, and think I 
der him this office but imperfectly, though ir be with ibe a 
moſt of my affe & ion, and with as much fervency and zeal a 


am, 


- 


Sir, my deare Couſen, 
Sep. 10. 1640, Your, &t. 


Pardon my precipitation: I had in my Letter forgot 2 
| Grecian, in whoſe favour l am bound to ſollicite you: it 
their permiſſion I will adde, Homer to Socrates, Ari i 
Pbocion. You will perceive more in the verſes | have cauſed! 
be copied for you, and which | ſent lately to Colummiers, v 
ther Monheur the Duke of . had carried Monet 
Chapel ais to ſpend Tome few dayes with him. 


1 
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LETTER, X. 


To Minfer dc Morin y Conncelowr 19 the King in the Cow? of 
the EA of Guy nne. | 


SIR, | 

Here is a certain Spirit of Barrerty and a ſhe divell of La 
1 which fills the world with dilorders. The Poets were 
overſcen in no reckoning her —_ their b ee and Furics: 
they ought to have made her one of their miſcheivous deityes, 
al oats have given het terrible Talons, and armed her with 
Torches and Serpents, Tou know, Sit, this enemy ot humane 
quiet, hath totmented our friend a long time: bur, it may be, 


' you do not know that ſhe will torment him eternally, un leſſe 


you compaſſionate his mileries, and become his abſolute Re- 
deemer, I can neither doubt of your affeRion to your friends, 
not your influence over the minds of the judges : I have had 
too particular experiences of them, and Suitours have for- 
merly given me thanks for carrying the cauſes 1 have recom- 
mended to you. That which troubles me a little, is an appre- 
henfion ef my Letter ſhould not find you at Fourdeeur, and 
that we ſhbuld by your abſcnce loſe the advantages your good- 
neſle makes me hope, Vet on the other fide, thas apprehenſion 
cannot make any deep impreſſion for there is ſome probability 
that at leaſt in the middle of Febfaary,or the Latter end of win- 
ter, your Campagne may be ended. It hath laſted longer then 
thoſe of any of our Generalls : and unleſs you meane to paſſe 
in the Hall for one that ha's left the Barre, there is no queſtion 
but you will be by that time return'd| to reſume your lo 
robe. If it be ſo, our cauſe will be better by half : for th 

we have many contrivances and Engines, yet what uſe are they 
of, without an inginee r that underſtands how to manage them? 
I conjure you be the ſpirit to an mate and infuſe heat to 
che reſt, and do me the favour to believe that you ſhall never 
oblige a Suppliant more of readier gratitude, nor more truly 
then my ſelf 

SIR, 


Feb, 14 1641. Tour, Cc. 
m4 Ley 
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FE GETTER XI. 
To Monfenr de Moncave , fr Vrefpdent of the Pali 
Tholouſe. 


SIR, 
Id not eee Lee whatſoever is her ownattion, | 
ſhould this day be guilty 0! a ſtrange crrour, and it wouk 


| Teem a ſort of riddle ; that one that was recommended wa 


by Monſieur Mgngrd ſhould now recommend Monſicur Mg 
| — you: for his firſt are it would be (ut uben la- 
12 a remptory piece of cxtravagance, the Hiſtorys 
| Thee ds ret eee to he Prins of he fs 
| not much to my commendation, and t hole which treat of th 
| doftrine of Manners would quote it in the Chapter cf C 
Carriage asa prodigy newly hapned in the rationall work 


| This would be the conſequence, Sir, were my action mealure 


by the rules of common Moraluy : But according to the p 
ledg + which are granted to us by a more ſublime 11 
conceiving my ſcif difp:nſcd with from the rigout oft 

ties, and licenſed to el upon the point, | dom 
fee any more remarkable, not that concernes me more then the 
we now treated of t And ſince | find my own intereſt ino 
with tharot my friend, I moſt humbly beſcech your all 


In this particular, that being mov'd by a macurall priac ple 


without further deliberation, I may pay what | owe my lclte. | 
will not prejudice your time of publique audenes 
with my. addrefics. You ſhall be ſuffer'd ro act the Godes 
Farth, loſing my ſelfe in the crowd of affaires which cen 
with you a. Tribunall. I ſhall patiently awaitc your & 
ſcent: and not engage my ſe lie in the throng ot Supplaen, 
or expoſe my weakeneſs to thoſe popular tides and temfet 
which | fo much dread. A man accuſtom d to ſerenity who 4 
tro ibled at the leaſt view of any commotion; will lo]lcite 

if you pleaſe ſomewhat more conveniently, I will chooſe 

Propitious and favourable houre : and could 1 upon ſome 
of reſt flip into your gardens under the robes of Monheur ua 
Biſhop of Utics , 1 do not think you would be ſtrong enou 
though you have all the fortitude of Cato and Phocion, to 

what 1 would procure him to tell yauin favour of our ca 
This worthy Prelate was formerly my ſword and buckler® 
the Kingdome of Scotus and Albertus Magnus: and if my nat 
yet remaining in the nature of things after ſo many con! — 


„ 
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againſt it, and ſo many defignes from d io ſurpreſs it, a great 

ot the obligation un due to him. From whence | con- 
clade that he ſeldom ſpeaks but he perſwades: for it be have 
for my {ake,tamed the woſt favadge Dottours of Chriſtendome, 
the Phalarifſes and Dionyſuſſes of the Schools, it is probable he 
will not have much difficulty to recommend a perſon effectu- 
ally to you who already is in ſome favour with you, and an 
meercefſour trom the Muſes to their Allo. When I call you by 


' that name; l conceive 1 ſpeak moſtappoſitely : you inherit ie 


frem Father to Son, and it is not a new title, that you have 
brought into your houſe. Oracles have ever been delivered 
from thence by two different Divinitics , and 1 do nat 
look upon it only as a Veine of Purple ,| but alſo ava Nurſery 
of Lawcells. Upon my conicience , Sir, and if l have any kill 
in Lawrels, thoſc waich l ſaw by Monſieur Mqnerds meancy 
are the moſt lively and verdant, and goodlieſt to weave into 
Chaplers, that have this long time been gathered on the La- 
tn hills. But is it poſſible that Monficur your Father, that is 
8 Frenchman ot this latter Century writ things ſo pure and 
Reman > Can it come to paſs that a Vort et our Age ſhould be 
ſo powerfully poſſe ile d with the Genius, of Antiquity 2 Were I 
not aflured 45 Virgil! was not acquainred with Saint Seruin, 
and Saint Poe“, „ . attribute (hat excellent Poem to 
him, in which there is no Hemiſtick but beares the Character 
ei his fiyle ; and if he could pc ſſibly have lived till this time 
till forme enchanted Caſtle of an unknown iſland, | ſhauld be- 
leve he had been baptized in the yeare , one thouland ſize 
hundred and ten: and affime that Urrgr! being lately conver- 
red to the Chriſtian Religion, had made Hymnes to the | wa- 
ges of Thoſouſe. But we muſt not aſcribe that glory on a Spectre 
which is due to a bleſſed ſoul, nd ſuch as in the place where he 
Low 1s may preſide over all tun poſit ion and ſtud ies. We may 
take him tor one ot out Pattones both in proſe & verſe, and tor 
one of the tutelar Saints of our Art: if he continue (as it is 
credible)ro love thoſe exciciles in the ether world, which 
were dear to him in this; He will Queſtionly r:ke part with 
the Oratours and Poers that arc now all in confuſion ; he will 
bde with the intereſts of our publique ſociety, that implores 
either your juſtice or favour. To this moſ} powerfull recommen- 
tion, and requeſt made immediately f om Heaven, ſhall 
ae to anne ze my p Hor and frivolous labours ? they are two 
Cikcowſes, not diſapproved at Court, and which you will read 


perhaps 
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— with ſome delight theugh ſuch as 1 entteat yours 
upon only as written ar the inſtance of a friend. He will 


2 chem to you from me with a comment of his o, and 
relate you che occurrences of the delart where he has 
been, fince your curioſity doth not contemne what paſſes in i; 
and when you have in what manner you are celebrated 
there, and in what veneration | hold your vet tue, he will not 
faile co give you his teſtimony of my zcal and te ſyecti, and i- 
ſure you chat | am, and will ever ba perfectly all wy life, 


SIR, 
Jan. 7. 163. Tour, t. 


LEZIER XU: 
— Fn, Councellour to the KING, 
'A 


SIR, ; 
'F Wil cake fome other opportunity to commend your 
| Pack what you cite me of the 8 of March, is lo afie- 
Rionate and obliging that at this time I can oaly praiſe your 
goodneflc, You draw glory from ich is much 
more glot ĩous for me then you. The Lady that treated you 
as my favourite in the walks of Laxembourge has done me u 
honour in which you have ſo ſmall a ſhare, chat it was humi- 
lity in you not to have m_——_ ber Complement. I receive 
of her, as a favour addreſſed dire unto me, and which fo 
pleaſingly tick les my vanity, that if | were at Paris, I would is 
treate you to carry me to her to thanke her for it. I cannot be 
known to the world by a definition that delights me more 
then this, This is be tht is ſo great 4 Lower and agmirer of Mot 
ficur I Huillier. What a ly property is this to diſt ingui 
me from an infinite number of writers of Curvy proſe, 
verſe, as well az I | Do not miſtruſt the verity of m 
for were | of worth enough, to recommend men by the palb- 
on I have for them, or if I durſt give atteſtations of their vert 
as Juſlus Liu: uſd to do; after I had treated you — 
magnificent ſuperlatives, I would informe all preſent and 


to come, that you are one of my deareſt and moſt violent i. 


png Ins "or + yang —— zealeus one, & 
| lefied c ins, Menages, &c, who polſleſſe you in 
abſcace, That — — 
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grow old mn friendſhip altogether abſtrafted and fepera- 
td from matter Without any ſenſible ſociety, & animated by 
vord of mourh 2? without hope to fec one another again untill 
ge refurre ion · ever remote above ten dayes journey + For Jeſs 
avſc then this, tbe honeſteſt among the Poets have made im- 
precations againſt Fate, and railed at deſtiny : But we muſt 
not adde blaſphemy to our bad fortune. I will comfort 
wyſelf wich your Letter, for the happineſs | am depriv'd of 
in the loſs of your convei ſation, and will wiſh you more luck 
adventures 2s thoſe in Luxembourge, that from time to time ſome 
fair tongue may adveriiic you that I am mose then any perion 
i the World, 
81 


Apr. 3. 1644. Tour, Cc. 


LETTER XII. 
Te Monßeu de Gomberville, 


SIR, 

He Holy Scripture Calls Death the Kingdome of Silence, 
12 he” Lend of Oblivion. Let us evidence that we are 
noe yet of that Region. Let us make uſc efour faculty of 
ſpraking,and the convenicnee of a poſte, ar leaſt, once in ten 
years. Let there appear ſome ſigne of Lite in our fr iendmmip t 
ether by a litt le mot ion of the heart, or by hal te a word of re- 
membrance in an old Formula, to eaſe the paines of Rhetorick; 
or by that ancient and famous Si weles bene eft,ego q m veles. 
The only advantage | have of you, is, that I have given 
the on-let,tor I am ſure you wiſh me well: and God fotbid L 
would ever reckon your good will, ar indeed any thing of yours 
in the number of things corruptible. Length of time hath no 
ruſt that can waſte the affection of Philoſophers : thoſe people 

ſtraire to eternity and perfection; and particularly you, 
ir, who continually dive into the chieſeſt and protoundeft 
and purge things from all the impurities and deiect 

that attend them, Since you can make finer worlds, and better 
then that we behold, without doubr you have in your ſelf rhe 
principle of that perfet: ion, which you communccate to your 
matter. There is no probabil ty that the father of Demy- 


=o is ſubje& to humanc infirmaies, or that you want genezo- 


y aftcr you have beſtowed fo much on Polexander, Pheliſmond, 
and many more abſaluseiy be la ve the truth of this Article, 


that 
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thinks, 
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it is a gage which he will find where | left it, and which you 
wel 


| have kept lecurely for me after fo many years. Thus they | 


in the golden Age, and | beſcech you to believe, that with il 
the frankneile and fincerity of that Age, | am, 


SIR, 


Sep. 4. 1643. Tur, &t. 


LET TER NIV. 
To Meaßen y Arnould Abbot of Saint Nicholas. 


SIR, 

Pace Nerni is not now at Pari, and you have continual] 

ndence at Rome: | believe therefore, | may without 
preſumption accept the book which you offer me with ſo much 
civility. Our friend has writ the expreſs rermcs, and way you 
took to do ii: which lfind ſo generous and obliginꝑ, that though 
the preſent be very rich in it lelf, yer 1 do not eſteem it more 
than them. I look upon them as & liberality more your own 
then the firſt, They make me remember with delight the 
firſt charmes. you uſed to winne my heart: and amidſt the 
IO er thunder of the Apoſtolicall Preacher, me 

| behold again the ſweetneſs and ſerenity of your coun- 
tenance. Yet this is but a faint repreſentation of the thing 
| which I have loſt : I am deprived of an infinity of happineſſa 
by my remoteneſſe from your preſence: bur withall | very well 
underſtand the wretchedneſs of my condition, nd the great 


\,| of my loſſes. Nothing is able to comfort me for them but the 


| honour I have of your love, and the favour you will do mei 
you pleaſe, to be lie re me with all my ſoul, 


. S1R, | 
May. 13.1639. | Tour, Ce. 


LETTER KV. 
| To the ſame. 
IX. 
Oll are alwayes either doing or procuring me good 


from your goodneſs , either as from their fountain or in 


? Mer” .- 
"AIRY 
"BOW 4 


| that I made no ſcruple to promiſe your favour to the Ca 
that delivers you ths Letter, upon the affurance | have, that 
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T intercede for me, when you do not ee ; and my hes 


— 
a 


{ 


SES RATTLE SICRE 


ELL 


LITT 


Polk II. Choiſe Letters, 1 89 
all; L call thoſe things riches which you ſent me from Rome, 
heauſe 1 now know no other. My fou! being cured of am- 
Zion, and having never fo much as been ſick of avarice, nej* 
—— nor dignities of your world can tempt 
me in the deſart : 1 am no way pregnable but by the ſpir it, and 
getous only of _ {puituall, So that | judge I have 
neeived more grace from Monſicur the Cardinall Bentruoglio - 
athe clauſe of a Letter, then he could have done me by a load 
ef Pulls, though the ring ot the Fiſher had been the Seal of 
tem. How dextreus in this Prince in winning men! how 
larncd in the art of obliging / what delight there is in pre- 
ing him lt is a way to lee him do miracles, to make him 
change the ſmalleſt and vileſt things that arc offered him, into 
and precious, Il pon reading the words he hath written to 
concerning me, me thinks, Sir, | am no more my ſelf. 1 
re | am one of Augufins Court, and my verſes arc as vigo- 
mon thoſc of Virgil; | imagine I have been crowned in the 
Capitoll, I know not how many *ges before Petrarch received 
that honour. In the extaſie | am tranſported to, by ſo high a 
Cenerolity, and which hath made fo low a deſcent, « is impoſſi- 
ble to growhigher without running into extravagance, And that 
done already, unicfic you pleaſe to ſtyle that Enthuſiaſme, 
vhich they who ſpeak properly would call Frenzy. Bur ſuppo- 
lag there be a reaſorable fury. yet the motions of it not being 
their right place, when in a Letter. I intend to reſerve them 
ſoc my Latine compoſit ion, and a Hymne te the God which 
lach infpiecd me. In the meane time, be pleal'd to be my in- 
tereeflaur to him, and be ſides, my ſecurity in another place that 
the perſon to whom l confeſſe 1 owe much. may not doubt upon 
your word, but that I am very gratefull. But you ever do more 
then | entrear you 3 Indced , you love too nobly; your cares 
ze too punctuall, and your good offices too 9 How 
tall 1 behaye my ſelt in this confuſion, into which your gene- 
mus friendſhip ha's caſt me I can only aflure you, Sir, that of 
ill thoſe you love, there is none who reyerences your vertue at 
that height as I do, nor who is more perteRly then my ſelte, 
R 


3 
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| GETTER II. 

To Monfeur Sarran, Conncelloxr to the King in bis Count of h 
l:anent. : | 


SIX. 
I Conceive my ſelf in jur d by your exceſſe of modeſty, and! 
| I look upon your kumilny as bad uſage of me. Indeed yu 
treat me too much after the faihion of the Country, i demas- 
| ding the cauſes of our new acquaintance with ſo much teaſos- 
| „ Though 1 am a villager , I am not lo ſcarce 
intelligence, but 1 know ſome thing from time to time, and 
have a little commerce with the ws, 54 At leaſt I can be i 
Aructed by common fame; ſhe flyes hirher ſometimes and bri 
us the names of the Gallant, Wiſe, and Learned which 
world eſteemes. Vou are, dir, one of thoſe illuſtrious one 
whom I know, by ie port of the publick voice, and by a teſting 
ny that never flatters. And although Monſicur de Morin wen 
nothing to you, and you were not the great conkdent N 
great Sama us, yet you have parts eſſentially your own, 
which you vcry well deſet ve to be regarded. * ver tue en 
tirely pure, and ſeperated from all a dherences ſhall ever be. 
moſt worthy object of my paſſion and reſpe ct. You alone 
can furniſh me with con. mendat ions then, for more than one 
| Senatour, and to make above one Elogiumy and do you thin 
it ſtrange yet | thould account highly of y ou? To be Priefito 
ſevere Themis, and yet not omit lactificing to the Graces, who 
are leſſe tig dʒ to receiveequal) benedictions from the Caths- 
lick people, and the Hugue not nation: not to be leſſe Gre 
cian or Roman then French, and to be able to deliver your o 
nion both among the Areopagites and the fathers Conſctſe, 
with the ſame facility as in the Court of the Edid; Is all tha 
Sir, but a triſſe in the barbaciſine of tlie ſo lattet ages ? An 
not theſe qualities that ought to oblige me to fe. k your friend 
_ and to offer you a little preſent, to gaine my ſelẽ the pol 
ſeſlion of a very great happineſs > It is nor necellaty to ſpeal 
diſad rantagioully to you of my preſent eſtate, 1 will nt 


undeceiving you, robbe my ſe lte of the fruit I gather by your 


errour. I will only tell you, as co'that amity which | fou 

that it was long ago in ny wiſhes, and l ſhall be no unjf 

poſſeſlour of it, if it be ſufficient to be as I am with all my foul 
SIR, 

OA. 20, 1644. Tar, Oh 
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| | LETTER XVII. 
To Monfjenr the Prefedent Maynard, cauntellour to the King. + 


sr x, 


Enelaus was contented with the declaration of Greece in 

his farour ; Bur out friend of Quercey, looks for more. He 
anccives all the Earth be concerned in che accuſation which he 
darges on his wite 3 certainly, he is much miſtaken, and is not 
froughly acquainted with mankind. Men jeſt at misfortunes 
ian nature, in the perſon of Secrates and Cato, 1 meane ſuch 
ma as otherwiſe love Socrates and Cato very perſedly. They 
it violences it they be not Tragedies, fer they compe ll people 


|» laugh, unleſſc ſome e a | crime be involv'd in the trick 


Cyouth , or there be poylon mingled with the love. In ſuch 
indeed the buſineſs is beyond taillery. The delight of 
— is changed into deteſtation and abhorrence ; and 
wo things, as Arifforle hath noted), afford no roome 
language. Out of theſe caſes the publique doth not take 
injuries of particulars to heart, one Ralf of the world ſerves 
kr paſtime to the other; what Titizs calls violating the ſan- 
2 Lawes, and defiling the purity of Matriage, Seis 
uk it port and recreation, Yea ſhe is ſo confident of the me- 
i of her action that ſhe ſaycs it was but juſice to preferre an 
honeſt fellow before a Sort. When women delude their hu 
kinds upon the ſtage, is there any ſpeRatour ſo ſevere but ap- 
Plaudes it, and g ves his approbation to that which paſles ? all 
Ge people favour the Malefactreſe: there is no body but would 
e her from the danger the hath fallen into. Vea, even the 
Fibers Conſct ipt, and Roman Matrons are not of his fide that 
the injury. can lead you. to honeſt Quintilian, where 
ju ſhall find in the Chapter De Riſu one of theſe ſage Romans, 
kated on the Tribunall, Ask him what he thinks of a man 
a is ſurprized with his neighbours wife: he pill give you no 
aber anſwer but this, that the injur'd perſon was deficient in 
= of diligence and labour. You may ſec by this , that our 
med of Nuercy's cemplaints are ſuch as do not move pitty, they 
Wevills no more bemoaned then the Megrime or toothach. 


er him therefore conceale that which he can diſcover only to 


i fecring and unpittying world ; and how juſt ſoe ver his cauſe 
teyer reſtraine him trom getting ſuch a victory, of which the 
land would diſhonour him. 1 with him the patience of 
Aci Aurel ins, lince he hath not the good fortune of 3 : 
ou 


You are acquainted with Portia and Fauſtins, and know, Ph 


loſophy is a cemedy , that cures all kind of ſick perſons, ar 


commend to your care the diſpatch ro Tholoſe, the Lenery 
Monſieur the Count of Clermont, the copy ot the Poem ub 
Monſieur de ——, I am, 


SIR, 
Sep. 10. 1630. 8 Tour, ge. 


en. 
To the ſame. 


SIR 
I clave watched theſe five and twenty years; or te ſpeak mon 

H;ſtorically,have ſle pt ill the: five, and twenty years, | hen 
ſought all remedies imaginable, but have been diligent tows 
effect. Since vi ae hath failed me, I am fallen into luperſ 
tion. I pray to him whom our Predecefiours admitted int» 
the Liſt of Deit ies, and who yet hath Altars in the works 
lome of our moderne Poets. I addreſs to him in the langup 
of Tibullus, 


Huc ades, 6 bone Somne, veni du/cifume Somne, 
Et mes furtivs lumine claude many. 
So mne ven, en volacres tibi dulcia carmina dicunt, 
Ixvitat placito te vege hm ſono; | 
Te viola, te lilia pulchra, tunmque pepaver, 
Teq, vocant plenis Rhetice vina cadu; 
Nec tamen ipſe venis:quiinaem. miti me rerum, 
Tam ſurdum precibus te fecit eſte meis > 
Non Drvos violaui uon, ſceleriſve ne fandi 
Conſcis perpetuns mens mihi tortor adeſt. 
Ille egs ſam Pb#b1,f6i neſcis, Somne, ſacerdos ; : ' 
Nutrrit in tencre me pia Muſe finu ; 
Et ciibaram dedit; Ei duces tibi condere verſus 
Jam editor, propert iam modo, Somne, veni. 
Ni proper +: lethi ſopor ingruit, et mea ſeviss 
Lumina perpetud claudere notte parat. 
Eręe, age, Somne, gradum celera, ne fama vagetr 
Immeritum culp4 me periiſſe tuâ, 
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| Nan f lla mes tengit te cura ſalutis, 
 Mperces iy) har A 
And after that, in the language of Petrarch, 
O Senne, b de l quiet ; bumida, ombroſe, 
ue placide fighie, 0 de mortali 
Epi conforto oblio dolce de mali 
$i eu, on d ® le vita _ $ noioſa, 
Suecori al core home', che langue, e peſa 
thn love, e queſte membre anche e frali 
Sollevs : à me t' invole, J Senne, e 7400 
Tar brane ſour « me di ſſendi e poſe © 
On el Glertio, che Id fugge, e I lame 
E lievi ſogniy che con non ſecure, 
veßigia di ſeguirti ban per cofiure > 
Liſe, che man ti chiamo, e queffe oſcure 
[1 ombre inean lufngo : i piume 
9 « come, © notti acerbe e dure, 


In Engliſh thus, 


Soeet Sleep, thou pleaſing Son of quiet night, 

The ſick Gs eaſe, the jepleltk —.— dclight, 

' Aﬀord my wearied heart thy timely aide, 
And — limbe thy want ale made: 

Come with thy powerful Nod, come touch my head, 

And thy ſofc wings o're all my body ſpread. 

Vhere is ſweer ſilence fled that ſhuns the day, 


| | And gentle dreams which thy commands obey ? 


Ocuel _ Deaf ſlecp, in vain, in vain 
| hag, and flatter thee ro charme my pain | 


You ſec by the concluſion of this Sonnet, that 1 invoke, but 
m not heard: that he who hath been called the gentleſt of 
ul the gods, is ever cruell to me, and that he perpetually re- 


my words, nor yet by better then mine: He derides both 
Latin and Tuſcan l had borrowed from two ſuch rich per- 
ſons, to endeavour to mollifie him. At all adventures I. us 
| Take one 0 more to him. Let us try whether Moe/berbe's 
hnguage will ſuccecd bettet with us then that of Tilallus 
wd Petrach., But I muſt pray, Sir, in your name, for mine is 
m2 odious to him, Oblige the god Sema, either by an Ode, 
4 Igor of 


Xt prayers and my devotion. He will not be per iwaded 
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ora paite of Sonnets, or three Epigraimm:s to relent of ; ſs 3 ag 


eiry;2nd dcal more favourably then he is wone with your r 
t riend. Get him to allow fume good houis in the n got, M . | 


would be too much to demand She le nights. Ler bim pour unn "nu 


my eye lids at evenings, one Intle drop of chat precious Lauar, - 


| in which be plunges my Laquay over he ad aud cares. be 2 


will do nothing, and cont mug pete mptory in his rigourythes 
you have | berty to alrer your l:; and to pals from into- 
cation to e e him, You ſhall threaten him to de- 
grade him of his Divinity, te beat down his images, and (tr F 
fire cn his temples ; to take * the Wife c mer gave him, 
and to grubbe up the Wood which Statins planted for him; 
to deprive him of all the pretty names, all the Epicher-Tazies 
and in generall of all thc hono@1 he hath received from ihe 
port icall Nation, ſince the reigne of Orpbens, to that ef blegls 
eur de Graſſe. | begge this comfort of you, that I way bere+ 
venged, if l cannot other wiſc be ſatisfied; I am, | 


SIR, 
Dec. 8 . 1648. Teur, Ge. 


XIX. 
To the Cbigris of Monſicur Maynard, 
Madam, 


V 4 Ee are indebred to you for the rareſt things in the 1 
world. Monſieur Mana ſing them, but it u 
meane: ot yeur inſpiration: and it muſt be acknot led d that 
you have either infuſ'd new ſpirits into him, or awakenedate- | 
culry that lay dormant in him. Since he is your K be | 
is become our Maſtcr, and hs Airength hat encreaſed by half, | 
in the laſt Stan zses that he writ. Alc is raiſed above the ven 
France. in the ſublimity and loftineſs of his ſtrain : He leaves 
Italy behind him. I mean the witty and eloquent Italy, even, 
in the judgeme nt of the eloquent Cai dinal Bentiveglia t ands | 
would be the greateſt infelicitic, that ever hapned, if he ſhould | 
not winne you, with ſuch a —— az has vanquiſhed a =, 


victorious over all the reſt. Belicve my counſell, 


know aſſuredly that your reputation hath raiſed jatouke in. | 


the Cloſets, and divers Califtaes and Clorindaty are enviewe By 
th: praiſes of Cloris, 1 Jatcly ſaw a diſpatch from wy - 
which ſpeaks of a Widow in this Country that gives out, 
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Aenne, and ſweares the mot out ſtanzaes be long to her- 
Gin t 4 
agoctant to you, & t ue of a pre coun® 
nee, Secure your glor _— praiſcs with ſpecd;ang,in 2 
ad, take poſſeſhon of the name of Cloris by a Solemne act 
hich neither Cloris nor Menander can undoe again, if chey 
| with each of you a long and perfect ha ppineſſe on 
drion,chac pleaſant lite be Eyer fertile of good Verſes, and 
Jax the Prophet do not grow ſo drowzty in the armes of the 
arb. chat he forget to propheſic, He miſt utter Ocaches 
= ang to his cuſtome, and chant ha enyyments as well 
„ leb hopes. But to this be muſt have your yes, ſo that I wane 


he conſent to have your Epithalamium; & in the behalte 
15 France, I begge a Poem of you, that cannot be made 
e. | out you, and profeſs my ſelf, 
. MADAM, 
ig. . 1643. | Tour, Ce. 
75 LETTER XX. 
To Monfeur Coſtar. 


"IR, : 5 

* not to do a fa rut to & vertue not common, to eſteem it 
he |*®accdinarily as 1 do. When | praiſe Mademoiſelle de Dam 
ele jaſt. but not liberall. The Law of Nations would 


hat ache like dut y from me, to the perſon of a Spaniſh Lady 
ix [*Xhexr of a proclaimed War. So that you muſt not take her 
be ny teſtm ny. that is too much beneath her merit. Bur 
af | laffrage muſt be added to the other comme ndat ions that 
af dee to her, and confeſs that the is indewed with modeſty 
we; [all the other qualities that beger pride in her ſexo, She 
en you a ſtrange requeſt,in de fir ing you to periwade me ta 


4 - chat I bad ever teen her Letters in the hands ola La- 
uid | that jeafted me with them two hours together. Your way, 


En ofe& this muſt be by the help of Soiſcery: you cannot 
ſe ne larget two fo happy hours, and ſo dear, to my re- 


ein dance with leſe then making me loſe my memory. Have 

* v learacd either Magick, or Phyſick enough to reduce we 

ug © condition + Have you as much as will ſend me a diſceſc 

"v of the ancient Ot atuur, who having known all things 

en all bis own name ? You ſee what is the 2 
12 
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Of Madanniſelle de Demyierre. 1 am confident neither you nec 
J, are able ro de any thing in it. I ſhall ever be the lame | wa, 
ever ſteadfaſt in my judgement and affe gion , ever an ad- 
rer of Mademoiſelle de Dampierre, and the excellem things fhe 

wcires, and ever paſſionately, 


SIR, 
Apr. 21 1640. | Tan, (vc. 


LET XXI. 
To Madam de Villeſavin. 


Madam, | 
V V Hen | tender you my duty, I hare no other dein 
then to tender it in intelligible language, and as 
60 pal, for a man of the other World before a perſon of tha. 
Yer you are fo good, you would perſwadc me that I write you 
Leitrs, and that l am eloquent without any intention of mage 
to be ſo, You profcſs« 3 Madam, what I belicre yu 
could not endure, but out of grace and indulgence. If fo n. 
vourable words were not accompanied with more wy 4 
eflects, I ſhould conceive ſome julpition the 2 
the ſpirit of the Court, ind that in that part of the Kingdowe # 
was ih manner ot muckerie. But the crafrieft way of deribs 
not being the ſtyle of truth and conſequently not 1. 
ſecch 5%, do not confound me any more by « n 
that amaxe me. I m ht be vain enough not to rejeR them a 
things 1 4 d erer pretend to; but what Colour can thereks, 
to ad. nit them in th. where they are no K fe beyond wy + 
buon. than aut uf their proper place · No, Madam, my ſoul d 
covers her ſe li to you in the ſimplicity of her 6ſt thoughts,ond 
you may cally perceive the is not n tutally a F.heronae- 
They ate my very thoughts that ſpeak to you, and the And 
fine Lang age has nothing co doe with the paſſages of 
heart, We do not ſtudy our paſſions, I have not learnt # 
love either by Gieek or Latin, from Arifletle or Cicem: 
though I could not writ: with any kind of Ornament, up 
ſno d not ccaſe to proti ſt with a great deale of truth, . 


am, 7M 
J Madam, Tak oh 
an. 4. 1641, our, Of. 
. 
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EETTER M. 
T: Madam iſelle de Scudery. 


Ould ſhave obtained one moment's diſpenſtion from my 
ind. ſpoſit ton, I had told you long iince that | have net- 

th:; burvility enough to regeR To prailes you beſtow on me, 
nor prt lumpt n to ent 1s them. To be le ve them with an 
Mido call fauh requiics a viry ſtrong Imagination; and yet 
whe offended at o hl. ging a Fable would fpeak an ill nature. 
The mean herein which | intend to chooſe ſhall not be to your 
tfadvantage. | will confider your excellent language as pure- 
yours, and not with any reterence to my ſelt. Thus they 
U have their true effet, and | ſhall ever be convinced 
by chem; that is, Madam, of the beauties and perfeions of 
your foul ʒ of the Eloquence that gives thole praiſes ,* not that 
w heh they are directed. Pardon my diftruftfull humour, 
canner believe you arc of the ſame ©pinien with your Letter, 
tur that my Relation to ate nander 15 8 ſtrength you ſpeak 
ef, Poſſibly it may move you beeauſe you are compa ſſionate 


«other mens misforrumey , and your goodnels intereſſes you in 


all the advencuces of innocence. In this reſpect, — 
may delerve your favour , and your worthy brother too might 
— take me for one of thoſe object that need his aſſiſtance. 
can defend with as much valour as aflault, and his bucklets 

er no leſle impenerrable , then his other armes are piercing. 
The piece of his which you ſent me, me thinks, retaines that 
fall ſolid cy. The greateſt enemyes of ſhewes and Wir feaſts , 
vill not heccafrer be able ro violate them, under ſuch a pro- 
wtion, Plraſure ſhall by his meane acquire a good repute, 
and by h's favour we ſhall be merry without ſcruple, in iſpight 
the gad and the Severe. I could ſay more to you, if you 
vere de ſitous to examine me concerning your book, or take an 
account of my ſtud es. But this is no place for Comment, or 
feamble : and the noble aſſemblies which are not ungrarefull 
vill on all fd-s proclaimc fo loud the glory of their defender, 
that it is probable a voice ſo wefk and temote as mine, would 
not be obſerved in the great ſhout of ſo many acclamations. It 
all ſaffice me „therefore, to tell you without any dreſſe ot 
words, that 1 am not voide of graticude for ſo com pleat an ob- 
ligation : and that it being impoſſible the preſenc 1 received 


| Gould be richer, Monficur de Scudery has found out an capedi- 


mn 3 ent 


2 


I am in my heart , I might appeare ſome what too 
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ent to make it more 


— by entruſting you to ſend i. 
With his permiſlion, I thenk you with all wy and will 


ever de, if you pleaſe to ſuffer me, 


Madam, 
Jul. 25. | 159. 


LETTER XXIII. 
To en de Vilieſayin, 


Tour, Or, 


' 1 A Sl net im nate, ſol will not be ungratfall, 
AA The fiudy of u dome which reaches to beg nothing, te- 

| we ought to oe; and though it ha's taken away wy 
ing,it has not extioguiſh't my acknowledgment i 
.. receive them. You are one of thoſe genen 
» who take pleaſure in obliging : But bow gratrfall 


ſerv'd did I any longer concealc how l am e you; | 
_— a N 
and that . r Hot my 
entreaties to ed fe intereſts, to — the du 
tendant, and the other minded you amongſt the great ei 
| 8 „that there was 2 —— 
rt, not unworthy your proteRion. This 1 wt w 
| hath yet ſome motion Fa rations ll life left,cnough to dia- 
iſh bis repoſe from lazineſs, He isby ſome chance ot othe 
1 fill with a bright ray of light, and his retirewent 
is not alsogether his burial). — Y ouchſafe me the he 
our tobelieve it, and that l 8 ever paſſionately, 


— 
* 


2 


Dec. 12. 1639. Tem, Of 


LETTER XXIIII. 
To the ſame. 


Madam, | 
122 ſtraine for fine wendy to compile you a hand- 
Letter. Hyprocriſie hath fo adulterated all that kind of Me- 
chandiſe, that I am conſciencious of charging my ſelſ with 
and had :ather proclgime my good fortune 
ro doubt of ic by ſervile complements. Inſtead of thank 
| ufrec a pittiſull faſhion , — 
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you, Madam, you tannot be indiff rently gene rot; you ate 
tried to tak: care + f a contemplative te (on that ha“ none 
ed himfelfe : and vou inrercede for a baſhfull man, that cannot 
beg; you can perſwade pay-Maſters (o exped tien and cha 
{ cheir lying Tos Mo Tower into true To Jay's. | have fad —_— 
ef you, Madam, ina frw wo: ds: but what 9 I fay of my ff, 
but this / that inſtcad of all the vertues of the time preſent 
which | could not compaſte, it ſhall Tithce me with you that 1 
have one of the time paſt which | hroughs inte the world at 
gy birth, and to be, as m. with all 6Jcluy, 


Madam, 
Fed. 4. 1649. | Your, Cc. 0 
| ECETTER XKY, 
Ta the Fererend farther Pitard, Provincie'l of the Jeſuits in 
Cuyenne 
Reverend father, 


* have done me 2 great civility in granting the requeſt 
1 het was addrefi'd ro you in my name. But becauſe one 
four drawes on anorher, Lam willing to b-lieve you will add 
this ſecond l now beg, to the firſt which 1 have aheady recti - 
ed, having left the Reverend father de Crerx at Angenltſme ; = 
ler my ſzke be pleaſed to fufter me to enjoy the advantages of 
by neighbourhood and permit him at convenient thoes o 
make 2 lutſe Journey hither, It will be an action beeomming 
your Ther ty to take ſome care of ſo barten and dry a ſolitude as 
ane, and to ſend your Angells into the deſart to comfort ſuc h 
ne weary of themſelves there. 1 be ſeech this ſavout once 
more of you, out of my meere neceſſity of rationall commerce, 
tr to lay bettet, of Phitoſophicall con vetſation, leaft perhaps 
the firſt word give offence to the Coridons of my Pariſh. Such 
Equivocall words have heretofore puld great quarrells on 
wy bend, bur I think one may ſpeal ſecure ly to you, eſpecially 
unters ſo innocent as theſe. I am reſolved never to meddle 
my more with ſuch as are dangerous. Do not feare | will dif- 
gurſe to yo1 of the 1ntrigues of Princes Court, or the warre 
ktwine the gerberi nl, guinſt the gerne 1 will only tell you 
nes from Parnaſſus , (ſor my diurnall zakes notice cf none 
"WMwherc ) that the Tragedy of farin, has merited the 
jul Seem and applauſe of all the learned in this provinee, There 
al dt one of them but layes, it is pitty | tran” +” 
1 n 4 Goo 
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| Gtion ſhould dye within the walls of your Colledge ; The 4. 
thou . A number of people in e 
 Copyes from him, and, as ill liick would have it, you haveal- 
| Jowed him no Secretary to tranſcribe hu Originalls : ſo tha 
| the Publication of it, is begged of you by the generall voice; 
| n learned anion to you 
| Revercacc, &c. 


| Reverend father, 
Odo. 20. 1642, Torr, &. 


SETS RS AXVE 
To Monſieur de Barreaux. 


„ 
281. 
| Ht: is no diſcourſe fince your departure but ef you. — 
: father, whom you elevated into Patriarch Laban, 
| whom you ſo elegantly thanked for the preſent he beſtowed a 
| the world in begetting me, is in continuall admiration of you 
| Eloquence. He proteſts , thoſe houres he paſt with you, are the 
| beſt part of that age he is now drawing to a period of. Your 
| ado mother values her fruirfullneſs ar a lower rate they 
| tune, and does lo often mention her ſonne at Court, 
thar ſhe begins to raiſe jealgufic in him of the Country; for the 
widdow, that holds up ſo ſtoutly againſt Time, and whom you 
| not over - rinek led, ſhe docs with much contematos 
remember the plealant rapture you delivered your ſeryice in, 
It js true, ſhe did not accept it, but yet ſhe dares not deny, tha 
; ja the very minute ſhe pave you audience, there came into her 
mind a thought much lefle ſevere then ſhe uſually haben 
and what ever ſhe 2 
Si you pert thelami, tedeque faifſet, Fc. 
4 "ew kind _ widdowes ; eilig very _ 
ly your palate, and you are no great approover 
to the dead, Bur yer what ſa — Coſen. ac 
rolling to whoſe example my fitter conformes her ſelf , and d 
whom 1 ſpeak in the Characters of Renowned Ladyes ? 
Et cineres lechrymas riget, atque eccendit amore, 
Et tots in mortem fe rtur, nec jam emplikcs ullum 
Efe diem, uit aque put at cle lia done. 
Dios temen fupereff, ut ſen an diliget wnbram 
Jene ie, inne colat hof fuers nomen, 
A conjun tern viro, aut cterna ſacerdot. 
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1 fay nothing of the Evening Walke, the remembrance of 
ohich you are oblig'd by oath to conlecrarte in your verſes 2 
Not do l mention Dianas, nor ber Companions ; nor the 
faryres that ſtole them away, nor the green mountain, nor the 
Jathcs of the Gods, nor the Mirorr of the Stars , nor the other 

f army walkc. You oy = write _ 
Muſes, and acquit your ſelt of your Word: yet to make 
Nor it 3 , I am inthe mind bd — 
rerles, chat ent eat the performance of it from you. They were 
made in the ſa ne place of the Meadow, where you promiſed 
* dunne, and the god of c H AR ANTE, 


an, 
SIR, 
08, 12. 1641. Your, Cc. 


LETTER xXVII. 


To the Reverend Faber d' Eſtrades 4 Divine of is 
Society of Jeſus,and Suprriour of the con feſcur 
cloiſter in Bourdcaux, 


Reverend Father, 


VE! berry enough to be near you, our friendſhi 
would be one of the goodlieſt things in the World. 


leu would render me worthy of it by making me better then 
Ian. I ſhould reape all the advantages, and you would beat 
il the charge ; for a Intle docileneſe and good diſpoſition 
vhich light poſſibly contribute to it, you would lay in 
men a perfect vertue, which is now your own propricty 2 
for this is it | mean when | call you my perfect friend. And 
heaking of friend, pardon the repetition of what | have for- 
nah exprefi'd, I do not mean a Companion for Commerce or 

tellowſhip, nor a perpetuall admiter, nor one that punct- 
ully payes viſits the next morning after he has received 

„ Nor yet one that can write three anſwers to a firgle 
Lener, I mean a wuneſs to the conſcicnce,.a Phyſaun of 
ſecrer grieſes, a gove i nour in proſperity, a comfarter in decli- 


ning tor tunes. You are all theſe and ſomthing more: but the 


nilerie is, Reyeiend Father, you being at ſo great 8 diſtance 
tem me deprives me both of the mort and the leſs : it da bars 
me the practice of all the gaod you ba ve done me. I may per- 
think, when I ſet forth from hence, to meet you perhaps 

at 
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at Rochel, when ſome holy neceffity has removed you » bn 
dted leagaes frem thence. If I rrav-!! thoſe hundred 
to lee you, you, it may be, will give me che, flippe the 
I acrive there; and Monficur the Archbiſpep of 
may come to take you from thence with his Navy: And ye 
more, you will go to ſan ctiſte the-V Var in AFRICA or Aga, 
Feirher the Church's good or the KIN GS ſervice require | o 
you, So that this corragious picty and magnanines enk 
which y9 profeſs, oppoſe all my good defignes and we the 
| ennſe that l have no probability to hope for you,bur by th 
8 we, tha l, che re ſtitution of all, chat Wir 


rped from 3 im pat ience is to no purpole, we c. 
: fo 


not enj ſooner : for you, and peace are two gift. of 
which NA fend us bog ik But when you 7 148 
ſeech you, let us be they that ſhall receive you, and not the 
Geſcons,nor the Rechellers, Aſter fo my journies, and er. 
itions it is fit the Crown be the center of your reſt, and tha 
extent circumſcribe rhe Plus Virro of your unit on. You 
cannot chuſe our a retire of 2 more lucky Omen, that wills. 
ford you greater ſerenity and glorious dayes, or lf; interny- 
2 nce to ee e. eee e 
,you may eaſily believe, ſo glorious a neighbyurbood vil 
— — much oceaſon ot pride, 4nd that I will indes vout 
utmoſt to improve a friendſhip ſo beneficiall as yours. 
; freſh afſurances you are pleaſed ro give me of it by words thit 
ſpeak the zeal of antient Chriftianity; are new chaines that 
bdind me yet Jo ro yqu, and force me, Reverend Father, bu 
t 


with the del chat receive liberty, to be, if poſlible, 
yet more then I . _ 
Octo. 8. 16 39. Teur, ce, 


LETTER XXVII. 
To — de Voiture, councelleur to the K I WG, 


| SIR, 

| | Pg eee > I am roo religew 
| Far obſerver of our old wont; and fear to pur your civility 
tod much por that, per adventure, might oblige y 


3 
* 4 "= 
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| anather. This requires no more of you . ae 
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ht, and your familiar ſpit it does not give you a fanbfull 
" « td legnes fr 


- ithe Golden Age. However it be, 1 muft not permit you fo 
* 
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macke wicho it writing ot an impie ſlon of your Seal, 
0 weſcis que ef Ifuſ: ad- Hum fam 


Se «Fverfor componere r. 
on Gallium, ag, An cmcitiere pore, 
Et Herti dare 8, & terris peiſtye diras, 
Þ Saaffam eta condrre Patis oput. 


Nyon are nor very confident love you, honour you, and e- 
*. infinitely, you ate ver y ill informed of 9 fles in 


um of the things t fiat are done a hund om 


ws ; 
Efe wiki tu Sol tn; tn, DiaCorents; 
UM mpbe, Num meVeneres Laudere pudicas 


Uiluri urbanoſque ſales, arternque plactndi, 
Audits, ſol idumyg,; altis in rebu⸗ _ 
Et bong vera animi, cum, me dicente, vel ipſe 
ca ardus fluit, facundiorille nepore 
Ailant is licet, et Vilturi maxima cura 
Cardin, Cc. 
LETTER MIX. 
To Monfienr de Lyonne, Councel lam is t he Df 


KING, and Scretery to my Lord the ca- 
dind/! Mazarin. 
SIR, 

Am aftefted by you, without having the honeur of being 
known to be ſo. | had no def gnes of requeſting any favor 
from you, and you have taken pleaſure to oblige me. I but 
wy underſtand how much 1 am bound to you, and you forbid 
metro teftific my acknowledgements, This is nor, Sir, the 
manner of common goodneſs, and ] confeſs the 3 it, he's 
keprized me. I Queſtioned at firſt whether rhis a&ion were 
tone ar Per is or in the fortunare Iſlands ; the corruption, of 
the yeare one thouſand fix hundred forty four, or the purity of 


much 
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much adv over me. The prohibirioa you make we is as. 
ble and honeſt,but my obedience to it will not be ſo, it m 
you would be ſe highly rous as to make me appeareiug- 
Il, or as if you had a deſign to purchaſe glory with the 
of my reputation, This is indeed, ioo much, and your 

roſicy muſt be meaſured by charity and moderation. 3 
your ſelt ro magnan nous actions av much as you ; py 
3 a ſublime and difficule vertue : but leave me ar leaftihe 
eaſteſt and ordinary duties 3 the laſt and me aneſt member o 
chat lociety wherein you have thought me fi to be enrolled ; | 
mean, Sir, char of receiving and oeng chankfully, that which 
binds the poor as well as the rich, and whereof I conceive m 
ſelfable to diſcharge my ſelf, fince the heart is ſufficienc tio 
ir, I have one yet good enough to be capable of ſuch a n. 
tionall reſentment : and if l cannot by my merits warrant the 
pres" an have*given of me to his Eminence; yer | be 

by my paſſion and reſpe&ts, to mainruin the happincls | en 
in your favour, re ſolying to be perfectly as long as [ live, 


| SIR, 
Jan. 7. 1644. : Tour Cc. 
LETTER XIX. 
To Monteur Col letet. 
SIR, 


1 Will neither violate my oath by writing Letters, nor ine 
Lour friendſhip by returning you no anſwer. Therefore , # 
. you pleaſe receive this in the Quality (fa Ticker, and lol ſbal 
acquit my ſelf of what I owe you, without prejudice to aq & 
ther obligation. What can 1 ſay te that excellent preſent which 
| you have ſearme? Your Muſcs have alwayes ſome new fem 
for me, and your Poems are the daily recreations of my mind, 
But you over-valew the reſtimony | have given of them,which 
expreſſes my intention as imperfectly, as i does their ment, 
Believe it, were | the Apolls of the Poets, and were ro diftr- 
bute the ir Chaplers, you ſhould not receive one of the ſa nat 
verdure, or made with the leaſt care, For the Colle dos 
ſpeak of, notwithſtanding all the paines I took, I cannot 

give you ſati faction in it. Since our Scevolaet dyed, of 
Abels have beca almoſt ever fick : and if there can be any & 
ther who can purge the Municipall Oratours and * 
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| hex old and ſcurvy fEignification(as I know one that can) who 
_ — abs be would hardly be brought to let 
his mind ſtoop ſo low as matters of joy ; your ColleAiun may 
then me made without us, ot to uſe the phraſe of your Letter, 
your body may rove up and down the Country freely, there is 
inne to oppoſe you. Bur l be ſeech you , do not complaine 
& the (mallneſs of it ; the biggeſt are uſ the worſt 
md we have late ly ſcen that a wbole Army of itt i were 
got worth onc Company of a Lo Country Regiment, I pro- 
ed fu ther; 1 (ball tall unawarcs into the inconvenience 
which | counſell you to avoid; at leaſt, this Billet would be a 
Giant amongſt others of that name, and might hazard to be 
nekoaed in the number of Lett eis. That muſt be carefully 
declined, and therefore to take away all likeneſs and reſem- 
Nance, | ſhall chuſc not tocnd with Sir, and your me bumble 


* ſavent, though there ate not many gentlemen whom | efteem 


* then you, not any perſon more your ſervant then my 
k, | 
Jul, 20, 1639. 


LETTER XXXI. 
To Monfenr Conrart, Councollour, and Secretary to the King. 


SIR, 

He lovelieſt ſolitudes are thoſe about Paris, and you have 
the happincls to be a Court er in the morning and a Her- 
mic after dinner, This is the way not to be tired with either 
kind of life, and prevent nauſesting by chanęe: for my part, I 
an here confined to one of the futhetmoſt corners of the earth, 
eight long daycs , our ne yes diſtant from your polite world, and 
conſequently reduced to gather a fimple ſatisfadin with 
my ſelf, which can almoſt never (do ; or if at any time it is 
en!y by converſation with the dead, who yer do but repear | 

me over the ſame things, The condition of Madam Dejloges 
> little bettet then mine, and unleſſe it be in her own Cloſet 
or her tamily, ſhe ſees nothing that can pleaſe her, Bur ſhe is 
More to be commiſcrated now then any of the yeares paſt, 
Beſides the melancholineſs of Limefin ſhe appre hends all the 
x ters of Breda, and according to her account it is on her &- 
the Spania ds make all their fallies , and ſhoor inte the 
Trenches of the Hollanders. 1 _ left her in a fit of theſe 

bu of diſcontent that made her tremble at the opening 2 
ettet 


SY 
* 
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Letter ſhe received, for feare ſhe ſhould find a ſonne ora 


phew dead in it. Yer in this deplorable eſſate, ſhe cemertibred "Yue 
you with comforr, and you were the ſub je of vas of our low | } 1 


conferences, You were read over and over a dozen times. 
ſhewed her the deſeript on of your retreate; and the requi-* 
ted me wich the- ſight of other fine things of your making ; 40 
this wav our refultfor you, that there is N ſenſe in Peri u 
well as at Athen and Rome , and that t is poſlivle to invent 
happily and cxprefic thole fancies with luccefle, without the 
help of Greek or Latine. if L uſe both of them more then or- 


dinary, I do not think this forraine abundance any great credit | 


ro me; but rather a reproach of my own fterilizy. Itis, an 
eſfe ct, becauſe Iam forced to borrow ti om others, having en- 
hauſted what was my own ; and waning ſtrengih, 1 haye need 
to leane on ſomething to ſupport me. However it be, ih 


ſtnall matter to pleaſe you, whether as an Originall or a 2 ä 


and ſince you afſure mie that my writings are your moſt pley- 
ling divettiſements, I fully reſolve to be a Scribe ſtill, thou 
there were no other Reader in the world but your ſelf. So that 
I intend to fall to work again this winter, and keep & maintain 
the auchentick Priviledge you have obrauncd for me, who 
alwaycs moſt perfeRly, 

SIR, 


Sep. 18. 1637. Tour, t. 
EFF XXXIH. 
Toa Menfieny de Souchote. 


SIX, 3 0 
| 17 Hough L had loft the uſc of my hands, and had not hem - 


withall ro maintaine a Scribe; and though 1 had made 
ſecond oath, with intention to obſerve it better then the ir, 


yet | ſhould not ceaſe to love thoſe perſons to whom | did pet. 
| write, Your goodneſs has made you one of that number, 
to. juſtific rhis you may pleaſe but to conſult your own memory, 


Do you remember the day when | made over my affeRionw. 
you by a ſolemne act? it was in the preſence of the Godal * 


the Seine, and the Sunne of the meadowes aux Cleres was wits 
neſſe to it: you allured me you were contented with that forms, 
of gift, and that you would nor deſire I ſhould lend you u 


"IE 
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2 
6M 
R 
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of my long and obſtinate ſilence , you may terme it i | 
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ag as you pleaſe, but you will injure me if you give it any 
Jule name you would derogate from my friendſhip,if you ima- 
leer that it is encloſed in my Leiters, and you one 
ting tor another it you lay inconſtancy to the charge of a man 
thats ſiedfaſt e ven to obſtinacy. | love and efteemyou, do 
wiqueſtion itz and had | as much good fortune as good wiſhes 
yu ſhould ſee | am as zealous in eſſentialls, as 1 am cold in 
@emonics, For the two Liſts you ſpeak of, your abſent friend 
»amthour of both one and the other, and conſequently, the 

jaine you make to him upon occaſion of them is more 

5 nt then reaſonable. 1 had no hand in the d iſtt ibut on of 

Copies; and | be lie ve Monſieur de Campeignole , who was 
te chicfe manager of that little affaite, did not think of all 
zyfricends. But, I beſecch you, what matte tt it, that an Alma- 
wck out of date, and ſome ſcribled ſheeres of paper were not 
peſenred to you? The authour him ſelt in body and foul, his 
kale Library , all his Learning, Eloquence and Hyperbolies 
xe yours, that is, I am ablolutc)y, 

SIX, 

Ker, 13. 1644, | Tr, Cc. 


LETTER XXXIII. 
To Monßeur de Bois- Robert Abbot of Chaſtillon. 


AR, 
Ou ate very well informed of what happened here as my 
Lady Dutcbeſſe of —— travelled through this province. 

ant cyer judgment may be given of it in the place where you 

R, and whatſoe ver interpretation they may lay on a caſuall 
An, Icaa aſſure you on my knowledge, that in all that bu- 
kefle there was nothing leſſc then intereſt of State. It is a 
me Hypothe ſis of that Chapter of Ariſtotlet Rhetoricks where 
i generoſity of the young people is oppoſed to the circum- 
on of the old, and honour to reaſon, Cavaliers will ever 
eſcquious to the beauteous ſexe, and not deliberare of 
anger when the queſtion is of ſerving them. They talk 
Wem of the Em ire and Soveraignty of Ladyes » and 
F: their he ads ſo full of Romanzaes and ſtrange adventures 
Ur they believe they can archieve whatſoever was done in the 
We of Amadis: they think they are obliged to follow the 
of Gallantry though contrary to all the reaſons of poli- 
[hand chat they may at leaſt toll a ſuppliant Princeſle, 
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Cteaim ipfi Dii negive cui nil 
— ch ws. peeve ＋⏑ r 
You will do me a pleaſure to ſend me word of the 
ces of this buſineſſe, and believe me ever, | deſcech you, 


| „ * 
Sep. 17. 1640. Ten, Of. 


LETTER XXxIln. 
To the ſame. 


SIR, 
I Know very well, you ate cured of that ſickneſs which yu 

have walke throvgh ſo many provinces, and which has bel | 
me ſo many diſquiers. Rut wy friendſhip is not ſatiafied wil | 
that; 1 would underftand that you are confirmed in heal, 
and that you have recovered your priſtine ſtrength. F. 
purpeſc I have entreated Monſieur de to iurvey you . 
riouſſy when he del vers you this Letter, and ſend me wil 
whether your eyes are clcare, or your face well complexioatd; | 
But eſpecially, I have deſired him not 10 require any aa % 
from you, for I would not my cutoſity ſhould prejudice m 
nor bave cerned any ſecret intereſe in m 
: py res ne words for diſcourſe at the fine Court, —— b 
Ka x to give audience Nu eque te imprimis 1 
fiat 6 meer Burt now ſt.” $ 
Learning, my fiſter juſt now ſends me word that you ba 
Kinſwoman writes buoks, and that ſhe has received one of bt 4 
making · According to this rate, every one of your race u 
eee ee females as the males : Sothat ung hn a 
valew you ſeverally: Nor yet arreſt my cſteem upon your Xt] ren 
brother that hereicke Madcappe , that Cirrizen of | Wi thus 
not how many Kingdomes and Commonewealths, that (us 
rermaſter Generall to Alezender,Ceſer,and the reſt of the W 
querours,at honeſt Monſieut de Malberbe uſd to call his! 


Tggrrerg rz: 


Et merits; namoue ipſe Deus qui ferre per ama 
. Jovis ſnevit, minus orbem novit utrumque, 
Nec Sol plura uidet Nerei Þacia Alta, ſuiſ ne 

Terrarum quicquid Nere us complecbtitur wins, 


. 
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fs kf minute f our con verlat ion. The World is full of falſe 
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baTe vel teffe, argue v ge Ibero. 


Theſe laſt words are 2 gtanted tru: lx for a Spaniard ſpeaking 
w me concerning him, told me he was ſo well acquainted in 
eis that he could tell the ſigne of every Inne in it, and that 
he knew every buſh in the Country of thi great A. | have 
them often ſince, and am never weary of ſpeak- 
ing of you, and of what —. But I was induc'd to be 
plcaſanc a little, in the deſctiption of that 1iluftrious 
that you mi ke ot my mirth. | You ſee | repreſent him 
i the ſtyle of Meri UVarre who mingled proſe and verſe, and 
and Latin rog:rher in this manner, He was one of the 
pralle ſt fellows of His time, however out friend ————xzc- 
aſc him for che grrateſt Pedent that ever Lived, But our friend 
wo delicate that he cannot endure the miſcellany of 1di- 
nes 3 ne not in the Ke & Chriſte eleeſontthough otherwiſe he 
be a very good Cackolick, lam, 


SIR, F 
"Nor. 1. 1 640. 5 Tour, (5c. g 


LETTER XXXV. 
+ To Monſeur the Abbot of Beau-regard. 


SIX, 

un glad you are ſo happily deceiced, and that the defluxt- 
200 into your eyes hath not done you ſo much miſchief as it 
meained. You were afraid of an eternall N it has been 
kt an Eclipſc of four and twenty hours z You had bid adieu 
Never to that fight which was next day to returne te you 
tough Homer heretofore was blind, and Cupid be ſo ſtill, yet it 
* neceflary you ſho ild reſemble them in this, for without 
is of your good iy Eye: you can make goedly verſes, and ſtrike 
hee into eicher ſexc. I am our of thoſe, 1 proteſt, whom 

have wou deepeſt, and you ſer me in a fire from the very 


Towns, and Common-Wealchs are made up of 


| . 
. wſe honeſt kind of Chearers, and into what place ſo: ver 


Geography can lead me, I am ſurc I (hall not find what 
0 you 


you have Þught me hither ; I mean affeRion without ine 
reſt, a fidelity without Rain, with all che goodack and be- 
dome of the Golden Age, And, to repreſenc me @ mare liveh 
picture of that happy Ne zaftead of Rivers of milbe and bo- 
ny whereof your anceſtors talked, you have taken a courſe 
to nd me mountains of Sugar, and Sweer=eats, and to fe 
me with Viands which 1 val. w litt le If then Ambrofie, la- 
deed | am ſomething feartull of the carriage of them, by reaſea 
of their del:cacic, and. che rough hands of the Carrier's ſervane 
who never heard any one ſpeak of the Golden Age, nor in 
dlicacies. | But were they all ſpoyled by the way, land 
rea y cttreamly obliged to you for your lidcral intention. To 
remember me before ou came to Orleans, and in a place whent 
you had fo le accaſions of diftraftion, was to have 
placed me in your ſoul among the choiſeſt objects al your 

thoughts, and given te timely notice that I am wawerthy apd 
| wrigratctullif 1 am not all my life, | 


| "NL 
Pan. 10. 1642. " Ta, Ge. 
EET ISSK XEXVE 
To Maas de la Chetardue. 
Madam. my dear Coſen, 


VVill not cat your favaurs without a reſtimeny 2 
titude. You — me theſe four dayes, and 


3 | there are no pleaſures in taſte, or | find them in your 


They art not only Cream, well- Houſewifed, bur a quintefſens 
| hitherro unknown: they ate ſome I know not hat mute 
Jou things ther wich a turtneſi which bites the tongue, 4 
| ford a ſweerneſs rhar fills the mouth. It muſt needs be d 
| God loves you who has beſtowed ſuch a Land, cn yen as flows 
| with Milke and Honey. He did not heretofore treat the lena 
| his favourites better, and theſe were the Riches of the Gol 
| den Age. But in places where ſuch Richcs axe to be had, good 
| Cheere ſhould be conkin'd ro them, without ſeeking after any® 
| ther kind ofabundance. You oughr long ſince to ba 


| down hunting, and purified your Kitchin ; For wha a hames” 


it to live with Murder and Craelry,amidft ſuch innocent ſula 
pence ? I cannot ſet too bigh a rate en them, nor ton u 
thank you for your Preſent 3 and what ever you peak with 


x8 
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I cannot think they were the labour of any of your Count ry 


Such eounterfeir bands know not how to labour in 


bed op ook le might make a picce of 5 
is th too: le mi * * | 
Ec N Buy 
never learnc to rime. le is ßtter for me ro (hm 
uage of — he wig ww rd 7 roſe, '1 

vertue | = k I me 
— 1 Gould have my ſelt — madcbted 
—— hr way : And were you nor ary benefaQreſs, | ſhould not 


then | am, | 
Dear Coſen, 


Sen 14.1639. Ten, &. 


LETTER MANVII. 
To ui Sennt, « Divie of the Church of 
acer. 


SIR, 

Had need only of two carthen baſons, and I have received a 

whole Cloſct ot racities: I deſued but enough to ſupply ne- 
ceflity and ſimplicity, and you have added Ornament and ſu- 
22 _—_ — 3 3 in — that 
every day preaches againſt ! are cxorbitancey 
which add deſcrve — in — Common · Wealth 
wore ſevere then ours. I f this without any manner of 
aggravation, for you know l have utterly renounced Hyperbo- 
he. Neither che Buck ler of ACHILLES deſcribed by 
HOMER, northe other rich deſcripriens of the reſt of the 
Feat Poets, neither the Theß: which the Father D*ovieans for- 
mer ly dedicated to Monheur the Cardinal de la Valletir, nor all - 
that ever I ſaw of greateſt variety and Yiftory in the world, is 
fo much as whar have done me the favour to ſend me. And 


* d to ſay notwithſtanding, to cxrenuate the 


of your preſence, It is but clay. You who know Tertullion 

tk clay Serorem nobi ? materiam, od that Kings and Empe- 

fours are moulded out of it: it is not only in Veſſels of the 

tie of, as you write ro my Niece, that Antiquity offered in- 

dale w their gods ; but che pods themſelves were made of 
nn you remember that verſe which ſayes, 

0 Fidtiſib uu 


7 


a cbaiſe Lettervo 
Fiffilidis crevère deis bac aurea Templa. 


I could, if 1 pleaſe, alledge Prometheus in Lucia Dialogues 
to you, and Agatbecies im Auſeaiu pigrammes. I have allo 
two pailages in lim on the lan ſubect, and thice in Pap 
ſania ; But let thus text of ſciiptute ſuſlice, if you pleaſe, and 
- 1will only tell you that by your tavour , Th-ſaures laben in 
veſts Fb. bs it not t. ur Sir, that | have altcied my c 
Rome ſtiange ly, and am not | Become a ter: ible Rapſodiſt th a 
a diſcaſc our dear fiicnd the great Dufour of the ſhort mbe 
has * me wah. He n ihe cauſe that 1 bre 
months l have not ſpoken in the vulgar rongue, bath 
beaten fo thru — into my N that 1 do not thinke 
venus Valens is more of the Univerfity then I, be 
rance is, the ancient innocence is preſerved there Rill,and the 


- * diflimwilation of the Court has no #dmirtance. Do not dont 


therefore, | beſcech you, bur that | am in carneft when | have 
a better concen of my ſelf for your liberaliry, and when | pro- 
teſs my felf, 

SIR, 


Aug. 10.1638, Tem, &. 


LETTER XXTXVIII. 


To Monſeur de Mor in, Counce/lowr to the KING 
in the Court of the Edi} of 
Cuyenbe 


SIX, 

' A $1 Huld not be accounted ungrateſul), fo neither would 
Ai proclaime my debaucherie > What (hall | do therckinx 
| in this ſtrair > 1 dere nt ogenly name the preſent that | hen 
received from you, and let any one know, | have a Ladd 
| Muſcadine in my houſe without hazarding the gore reputati- 
on ot my former life I cannot commend your }.berality, b 
I muſt ac the ſame time accuſe my own inte mpetance. 
expedicnt either of Rhetorique or Poetry, which you 
muſt be found ot to free me of this intricacy, Walen 
| mentioning that ſcandalous name ot Muſcadin, 1 will lay wid 
your leave, it ga preſent fir for the Duke of S o the 
Foveraian Remedy of ſadneſs and ill 2 z the true Ne- 

pemhe Hemer ſung of; an admirable waſh tor pale 
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3; device to make a man valiant in an inſtant, utter Ora- 
cles immediately, ſpeak unknown languages even to Monſieur 
Sd maar : Ina Word, Sir, 1 will fay it is a lo d of Cathaſaſm 
and inſpiration which you did me the tavou ro ſend me. But 
on the other fide, what will our ſevete and pee viſh friend ſay, 
he diſcover my exceſles through theſe high and magnificent 
words 2 What opinion wil your brave and learned ones have 
ofme when they hear | draw up Bottles in Battalia, and the 
ace told my Library is ſtored with them lt will be to . 
pirpole, to allcadge the honeſt Haſſerat for doing the ſame 
_—_— authority 1s not owned out ot the Colledge, nor in- 
ded ia it by the deba ched Students It is better for me, after 
Wy ancient wont, to have recourſe to my old Rome, that ne- 
ver fa led me at a pinch : and l confeſs 1 ſhould be ruined in 
my honour were it not for the example of old Cato, w hom I op- 
againſt all our ſober Modernes. You know how dry and 
if his verwae was, yet hgſometimes moyſiged that drought, 
and ſoaked that ſtiffneſs. wy who knows whethcr chat iron 
rerrue were not pregnable by ſo gentle a force ? I would not 
fweare ir. or peradventure had ( xſar during his abode in Gdllis 
e thought of ſending him as good Frontiniack ag this 
Which | have received, this ſurly honeſt man might have been 
ſweetn d by that excelient wicked one. But ro change our 
je ; 1 have at length found out the three pieces I promiſed 
yu on Ale; which wer: ſtrayed among my papers. Do not 
yu think. this deſert ion of my tubjeR pretty . ? Ido, in 
exne't,intend to be the founder of a new Proverb: and if I 
ny be believ:d it ſhall be ſaid Ale for Freatiniacke, as well as 


I Copper for Go/d The pieces you ſee are ſhort, and conſequent - 


hl have much more time to drinke then you to read. 
wy nfhrum tw) ici beartore m credat Tents > Urrumgque, preflan- 
ar Mer ine, nam et Philoſophari, ſed pancis, ut Ke 4- 
Eantum, et mu/turn bibere amat, ut eim Pater Ennine, 


Fr anciſc; Crjeti In C ereviſiam, 


Triticei latices, menſis Borealibu apt 
* Munera, ſed Cellis tetra venene meis, 
Nae vs ſecrs tulit tellas, que nis irs 
mls lethers _ fuxit 8pvis 7 
Qui ves odit, mat muſar, Bacchumg, Cyprinque ; 
Et ſaperos elit, þ quis amere poteff. 9 f 
| „ G 5 


ernennen 


8 * 8 bs n 


At dews © Pindo cafe 
Ride bes prunes — baer; 

Ducite damnetos,gens Barbara, ducite ſuccog 

— nobis protuct ora liquor, 


Hugonis Grotii fre [oe Peg 


e 4 


Permeſſide proluunner 
—— Oraeis Berbaro fub bofte off, 
| Nee Bacabi ne amant — 


RUS ELED DYED ELEGEVATSS - 


[ 


Dile#i latices : Nec effe aulum, 
Nec contre decet, ebrium Poctam. 
E rycii Puteani De Cerevide, 

 Defaocts nunc,quam expe os, Cerevifia eff, atque it iner ations. 
Jew in inflrufem bac bebe cellam babe. — 
cherum ejecit rem, ut fievi ſolet; alternm ſordes tantum, ut nox ſo- 
lr. ac enim pecu . i. 1 made timut, ut iori mare - 
Serve au, 


rid, vires liquor dus ius ſer vet, & «lartr a 
7 binder. ſed erte et coll et funds ( ememed;: fers veſ- 
als ſunt, quibus urbani peſerculi nides ſues & pulles credum) Teſ- 
un. n am, gutture n os dl 1mmiſſe, tan quam infundibulum, - 
mam, in quam ſe faces bulliendo arte llnnt nec ejiciuntur. Coin 
n ee in dolium vedire ſuma. unde ſurrererat, (eto vel fer · 
vert denſatur ac miteſcit, limi iaſſ ar. humore ſupernatante. Tefta de- 
mn aufertur, vas claudimr, & cererem velut Bacchum flriagi 
Nan enim Des bic Des cedit, aut 18 ſem vii ee eff. fan 
um c ereuij am Ccreris vim ai ti 
Girmeneram potum Tacitiu, hordei li 
anrupt m. Sed an corruptam > Nad igns eopuimer 
wa ee. Deinde bibrtur, /epit, natrit 3 ing 
inſe, vincit virum ac depenit. Obmer hac indicere 
n tantum atrinſque Cereviſie deftin, 
ae. Ercem illa m/ lint feret, que flori ſ 
beder: Alters ante (enjum magis 

Fe, nes 4, & vale. 
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LETTER I. 
To cMonſicur Salmaſius. 


SIR, 

Y admiration is not within your juriſdiftion, give m 
leave to of an extraordinary mern in termes tht 
are not common, al low as much conſidence to truth as w 
flatei y. Having ſeen ſuch a mulrirude of your excel 
works, fo many good ly and cho iſe things, | muſt needs lay then 
is ing lo vaſt , and bound-itfi- as your Icarning. | except 
neither the c xtent of the Ocegn,nor th depth of rhe Abyfle, | 


will ma intaine, that your ſoul n of another kind then ours, and . 


you, know more then can be comprehnded by a bumane aps 
city. "They that think « ſuſhci-nt ro call you a Genius, @ 
not exprefic you in your full lat ud: They oinit ſome thang 
that i« eflentiall , and forget tuo wo: os that ſhould attend the 
firſt. You arc igdced, a gentle and amiable Geni) 3 oned 
that charnable oder that 1:ve and help men, and have u much 
neſſe as knowledge. You poſſeſſe che vertyes of urbanity 
[4 the ſame * of perfection as you do the advantages i 
vit, whereot | have an eminent inſt#nce- in my hands ; and 
perceive Sir, by the Letter ſo exricamly modeſt , civill ani 
obliging which you have favou.'d me with , that the Frend 
E. ene ſle and courteſie ha's retired with you to the ne- 
bourhopd of the North, into zhe County and among 
of Veptune. You are in all regards che grand enemy of Buds 
riſme, and alwayes the abſolute favourite of thoſe Goddelith 
called Manſuctiores , even to the excluding the gi aces and 
m.; yer 1 muſt conſeſſe your ſectnc ſie hg's a pungency 
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| hony is not without a ti The inclination tha® 
WE & good wall bs nevertheleſs li to ſome; you 
fmetimes wage warre ; and it necedlity require it, you doit ta 
the extremity with all the forces of realon and all the Artillery 
ef Auchoriry. Woe be to counterfeit Learning, and Errour puſit 
up with preſuraption when they dare make head againſt you / 
ks you protect the weake , ſo you chaſtiſe the Tyrants : and 
ik muſt be 2 that unleſſe you had come in to our 
iſſiſlance, there would in a ſhort time have been no lbberty in 
State that ha's been hitherto eſteemed Ax iſtocraticall gnd 


— ] am, 
| SIR, 
Jan. 15. 1643, Jour, Gc. 


LETTER II. 
Ts the ſame. 


LY 


SIR, 
Ll things will be at the beſt paſſe in the world , provided 
you be well, and that the defluxioo your Lercer tells me 

of, be not obſtinate in tormenting you. It would be a __ 

rity, indeed a notorious injuſtice, i it miſtake the 
s for the drinker , and that you with your water and 


Ger-drink ſhould ſuffer the puniſhment which one of my ac- 


r has eſcaped with all his Sack and Frontiniacke. 1 
God render every one according w his works at — 
that he do not deal with Temperance more ſeverely 

Erceſſe, and that your defignes be no longer interrupted by 
the ſurprizes of this vc xat iouꝭ diſesſe , which ſometimes oppo- 
ks the reſolutions of the Prince ot Orange. Ma give light 
and ornament to the world for many periods of ch Sts moti- 
on. Be not weary in _ good ro mankind, and enriching our 
Age with the treaſures of your wit, inſtruRing them thar are 
ducting KA equicy and gratirule Ach in this and furure Ages, 
ion find equity ir in this ture Ages. 
— Learned men * invote you in the difficult tracts 
of, , and in the Quickſands and Rocks of Hiſtory 
vill nor refuſe you their ob tions after they have propitiared 
you with their prayers, For my part, 1 owe you morethen 
al che reſt, I ſhall promiſe you 2s religious an — 
any 
more 


went 28 any, but I dare not N ſavours of 
Frafane medley which 1 have blamed, I will nor ſpeak 


r 


oe and Ses; that is, of ſicuneſſe, impri 


de m0. rulgac operations of the 


Tow, Oe, 


LETTER II. 
To et John Frederick Gronovins, 


1k, * be: 
Was tranſported wich joy at the opening of your L 
—— abſervn tio n of the dare and that it was wriny 
Pak, I was reduc'd to a more calme and ſerene gladnck, 
lictle Abri r compoled in a place 
ſecurity , reftored my mind to ts former tranquillity, and 
my inquierude, For indeed began to have daubei 
of you, I was at the ſame time afraid of Heywa, 
priſonment, and 
wrack, But now the cloud is diſpell'd , and f | were on, 
committed — which I have ceproved , or mi two 
Religions together, I ſhould 
offer a vidime to Mera) : — | 
rhar prefige over trayelling abroad and returning, for the eas 
ſervation of a Head that is fo infinitely deare to me. d 


Nis cuſtody ; a 


rians for your ſake, 


9 ffers Turce Corda, 


Bur you have done better, not to hazard your ſelf gpon ſad 
3 and to be contented with the view. of de funk 
tiers of a Country, wherein you would not have found any 
Libraryes.I am of opinion, there are but very few Turkes M 
toricians or Philoſophers : you would hardly hae mer wid 


any ſolution of doubts oft a that hold fed 
Con ile Kono nn 5 


of their Religion. IM 
Mathematicks, for 
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7 1 and Clocks, inventions of the De- 
ö 0 chat Text ; approve your ſtay in 11%, and dhe 


to 
2 People of the world. But why do not you. 
s of Rome as well as Venice? Do you only e ſſeem the Ve- 


and obſcrye the dcportment of 


3 


of Antenor, and make no accountfof the ſons of Kues? 
| hould think father Strada might merit as much your curioſi- 
father Fulgent io; and you ought not to have Lighted the 
i heir, or rather t he very loul of Tacim:, to runne 
tar dhe ſhadow and :icliques of father Pay. You make no 
on of the Court of the Princes Barbgriai, though it is moſt 
amine that all manner of vertuc is wellcorhe to chat Court, 
is come from Hamborough or beyond the Elbe. The 
are lodged in that Palace, and he whom you Gallants 
all Jupiter C apitolinus may juſtly adde to his 3 
Me great , thoſe ef learned and Mofi — 
haakes che of Oracles even when be do's not ſpeak 
u _Iripede, makes himſe lſe familiar with men. And it 
u had you written that Elegy od Remen, which you 
muten ad Venetiaer, the good Pope that underſtands the 
wing of verſes might have retun d you an anſwer which is 
ad the kill of the Duke „Im, 
0 S1R, 
08. 4, 1640. : Tar, Wye. 


M LETTER IIII. 

Isen Rigault Councellour and Moffer of the Library wo 

dis Majeſty . 
SIR, 

Confefle my ſinne but do not gppene of it: I am the moſi 

mine — . — Living; but How is it poſlible to be hum- 
Kenith all the glory that you give me. Aſter ſuck rich toke ns 
#yout amity and eſtecm ? commendations beftowed by you, 
1 in effect, thing more glorious then Statues ereRed by a 
decree and carved by Fhidias. When | conſider with 
2 it is the deare and laſt confident of the great Pieſident 
tides, who is alſo my intimate and perſect friend, you can 
at believe what advantage I draw from the meere img 


TT > 8 RS YT ee WT WC, Oe 


wn of fo illuſtrious a ſociety. As otten as I think that it is a 
riot of old Rome, and a Chriſtian of the Primitive Church 
whom 1 converſe , I fancy my ſalis imd wranſ- 


TS STE SS 
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* 


firme my opinion of ene 
world hanſelfe to give an account of his thoughrs, he could 
ſomewig 


Tertullian ha's received from you. I could defire too, Sir, ſia 


for it in my abſence, and me to burden him with the — 


©, ITS, 
>: 


ported back into former ages , and am ſometimes become um- 
ion tothe Salpitii or Scevalers, and at other times tte 
— e e b e lent me to cis- 
thoſe thers , is moſt worthy 

boch of you and him. And ſhould he returne from the other 


AC 

j chem better. But becauſe they may ſeeme | 
and ftranje, (at leaſt ro the niccty of womei and igny- 
rance of children) and appearing in French caſt a gene 
fright on all unlatin'd people, | could with you hed cabeathe 
E to transfule them our of the vulgar to into the 
d, and hdde this new benefit to all the old favours which 


in the fame manner as Zrutus Gy) or on would give me dh 
Chrifien which you once i I mcage that Chrifh- 


an of the Heroick times of Chriftianiry,bne of thoſe glummi 


Falte and med ee your African would have called thin 
1 ſhould be infinitcly obliged ro you, if you would © 
dilparch this preſent ro me, and if at the epening of a padin 


from Monſicur {' Huillier , I found but three leaves - writes 


with hand, in t he ſtyle and vigour of your Prefaccs, with 
this uferiprion on the fronr, Rigalth Chriſtiane ad Ba 
Permit that admirable Monficur l' Hwitfirr to im 


of a buſineſſe, that lies necrer my heart then you eas im 
inc, Beſides his own ſtrength and power in periwaſien, bt 

be affifted, if it be neceflary wich the laſt part of my Ape 
Xs, to Menander, a volume of my Diſcourſes, two volume 
Letters of Atticum, and ſome other ſuch Records (that j# the 


only word of Barretry 1 am Maſter of) that ſhall all combat 
2 


the like debt . When you have [A 
we will talk more civilly. It Rall then be a bene ſit or a 
and [ ſhall be glad to be yet more fume ly then I am, 


SIR, | 
Nov. 27. 1644. | 5 Tour, Ofc. 
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LETTER V. 
D Maßen the Abbot of Guyet. 


31 R, 
— me a great benefit to my ſelf w ben you deſire 
my company. I un derſtand what advantage a man that has 
but good cars may gain by it, and I ſhould have 8 foul too ſtub» 
born and flinty,if it would not be mollified by the remonſtran- 
es you uſe ro me. Though I am one of the meſt rigid Ancho- 
tices chat Jive in the Deſart, I muſt confeſs, you have ſhook 
the firmneſs of my vow, and the ſociety of one of your merit 
a violant remptation to ene line me to Apoſtacy. A 
lit has indeed irs charmes and delights ; But who enn 
but grow lean, when he gy 1 to that peſs as he has no a- - 
lament but his own juyce ? And how commendable ſoever the 
commerce with books be, yet every thing conſidered, is it nor 
8 the „ and ofrentimes a deſcending ines 
their Sepulchres by deep and me lanchoiy meditation ? A man 
almoſt as good work in the mines, He runs the ſame for- 
mne, and hazard, and brings back no better a cofinrenanc:,nor 
eyes Jef ſunck in hs head. They are living books that illu- 
minate the mind, without prejudice to the and you are 
dt one of thoſc excellent and agreeable books, What 2 
then itin ſuch volumes as can anſwer and reply | they lave 
the labour of ſcrut iny and choice, by preſenting things — 
wd fimpl: : they have ſomething of more power and lite then 
rading can poſſibly be capable of, And t three 
ard avouiites, Terence, Horace, md Uirgil, be my ancient 
bel nat ons tgo, yet I contels | never accounted them ſuc h hon- 
en fellows as When | heard them ſpeak out of your mouth. 
But what ſhall I ay of the incomparable things I have beard 
from your ſcIf What Oracles have you deliver'd in my pre- 
: or to [peak more plainly, what admirable verſes have [ 
ken you make and recite 4 By your favour 1 once had them a- 
Bong my papers, and ſhoul . le pt them ſtill, if ſome 
earious hand had not pilladg d my Cgþines, Be pleaſ d 0 
make me a ſecond preſent of them, if you deſiie to have me 
believe my own not diſpleſipg to you. Let Monſieur Menage 
Fevaile with you; and | ſhall know you eſteem me in eameſt 
_ lend me your Gold for my Coppt r. Atter ſo many famous 
, once in my life 1 make uſe of the fable of S lac and 


Diomedes 


| image. lr is more advantagion to me to preſerve the 


ö 
'Y 
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Jous, My proteſtations are not Poeticall, and 1 
cere truth, when ie i 
SIR, 1 
Od. 6. 1644, Ten, (6 
Toe Monßenr He in ſius the Sonne of ile r. 
Heinſius, 


Six, FD” 
Ouk Frcellent Verſes are ſeducing Spirits that as 
"IT to rewpr Anchorites they had like to have Ns 
merit of muny years folirude in a mo ent, and 1 cn 
un inclination to © the wor Id _ producer foch u 
tune things. Bur the rempracion was not 2 
winal —. 25 thoughts were dier chen the ir 
confideration of my honoar retain'd me, and I berhought; 
crows to adminiſter you an c. 


GN ir wild be d 


eff, 
— — of 


PreſpeR of hat, which owe 
* Fa the ellen of | 


opinian yo i have of me by my abſence then to do my Rf wil 
office with you by my preſence. There is no Queſtion 
would fill ſerk me afrer you had found me; and 
nothing in my perſon ener worrhy of my name, or 
elle" you would call Fame to an account for her reftimegyi 
me, and Monſter HMenage for his love. Poſſibly | might ww 
mer times have had fomerhing in me that would not have 
pleaſed ; Bur hererofore js nor now. Age that never a 
alone, docs oporeſs me with ſo many 'difeaſes, that leſſer i 
inen then 1 feet would ſer ve to eruſh far 
then I was ever capable ta reccive trom ſome little Art, 14 
weak Nacurals. Time effect firange Metamorphoſes. The Mes 
ſters of this world weg the miracles of rhe paſt ; and fad 
She as has been plac d amongſt Temples and Alm, il 
mern for miracu lo. ha» now ns other place bur « 5. 
Eren 


corher, and hides her ſelt to avoid frighting of people. TI 
Famous Wraftler that flung all men in the Lifts of 
Is now the poor bed-ridien Paralytick whom all the 


oy 


Diemedes ; bus beßdes this, Ido not offer you aching 
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ſoul chat were the moſt enemy to 
Muſick in the world, and would have tamed the moſt ſa- 


the eſteem l have of a pre 
| will only ſay this little to 


don of them. are fo ſoft 
nag, that 1 believe t 
oak of the hardeſt, mo , 


7 your father could diſcharge againſt me, if I had pro- 


you have made me happy: my fortune by the 
r 


| LETTER VII. 
To Madam the Counteſſe of Brienne. 


Madam, 
Ou do injuſtice to your Academick, ro ſubmit his book ta 
wy cenlurc. 1adore the myſteries in it, though I cannot 


CAT 


bend them, and have no mind to uſe the liberty which 
given me. I ſhould render you but a fiender accom 
of a Science wherein I am but ar the Accidence., 1 ſraret w 
A vifible objects, and the outfide of nature: and 
what is * it „ 1 dare not n 3 
curiofity is not ſo preſumptuous y reterte 5 

Sorbonits concerning ſuper our things ; Expelt wok 


a 


I have not diſcover'd the depth of the book : lt is true, Madam, 
the outſide and ſurſace is very beautifull and is precious, Jan 
raviſhed with the ſound of the harmony which is made by mar- 


ters 1 cannor : this way of writing would have wy 


, ſbewn ſuch A piece of work to his friend 
jonlefie it had wrought upon him He un 

have admired the appearance and out ide otChriſtianity the 
de could not have beheld che ſecret and interiour pert oft 


They are not words printed and read on the paper, they a 


9 even to the very heart. They live and ha ve 


perceive ſomething of the vigour of the — 
ſtians and the ſtyle of that Heroick age wherein the ſame .. 


rue animated ſpeeches and aRions ; conveyed it ſelf into the 
Wit and Courage, and bred Do tours and — will Þ 
pleaſe Madam, to tell me the fincere truth > Ha's nat be 

appcares in the front . of theſe Chapters, been at the Orack e 
our Ladyes Cleiſter? Ha's he not been inſpired by our exetÞ 
lent Abbot ? In earneſt, I conceiv'd l had known his ſiyle. | 
obiet ved traces and impre ſſions of his wit in kverall patlags 


and exclaimed with Virgil, | 


Theſe are his eyes, bis bands, bis Countenance. 

Yeur Doctour eught not to be offended at my luſpirient 1 
do not ia jure him in ſaying he ha's the v-1nc ot an cxrrO 
nary perſon, So noble a reſemblance 1s an iufinite n 
to a mediocriry and there is nothing iow in imitation of ! 
higheſt Idea that can be aimed ar. It my cone tures be well 
grounded, ſollieite that Grand Artiſt to fic cleſe to his ao, 
and follow it openly, and let the Oracle ſprak it ſelf thou 
interpreter. Beſides you high merit herein, Madam, from 
Church, you will have more <cncouragem: nis to maintaine til 
underſtanding picty nobly, which the O:aclc hinitc iſe whine 
was in you. You will have ſomething more to Ic up inths 
rich cabinet where with you dazzcicd my cyes the * 


me a preciſe judgment of what I car not teach 


rs whom ir had not convinced, And l 
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md whoſe workmanſhip | yalewed not at a leſſe rate than the 
ter. I do not queſtion you care in the choiſe of what you 


_— 
2 


* 
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Ami into it; for a Poet ſayes that « priſon of Gold and Emerald: 
ſhould retaine none but Gods, or Dem gods, &e. I am, 

Madam, 
May. 5, 1645. Your, (xc. 


| LETTER NVih 
D Monfieur Conrart, Counc'llour and Secretary to the King, 


SIR, 

T true, I affect filence better then noiſe, but whoever 

told you I loy'd it above muſick? Who inform'd you, | 
preferred my lumpiſh, and ſtupid indolence before your lively 
and ſubtle pleaſures? As many perſons would do me a plealure 
to leave me to my reſt, ſo you oblige me in diſturding ir, There 
# no flumbet ſo ſweer, but is infinitcly recompenced by fo wel- 
me a voice as yours, Beſides, what is writren at Paris and 
lated at Court, may very juſtly awaken the attention of a 


| centemplative dreamer, although he meditated upon the banks 
A sent. So that you need norqueſtion , but I ſhall readily 


forgoe a calme much more ſerene then mine, and a River that 
glides much more gently chen ours, to regard that uniforin ra- 
dity, and orderly torrent which ruſhed from the mouth of 
. The ſtyle and work of your friend preſent me with a 
terrain Reſemblance of it. and | confeſſe I have not often ſeen a 
ing ſo Impetuous , and yet withall ſo Regular. But Rules 
ne beſt learn'd by Time, and Study gives Art to the leaſt for- 
tate natures, There is that ſecret force in him which ani- 
nutes his words and comes immediately from Heaven, and that 
wh grandeur and Majeſty, | 

This perſon ha's Received a very ample portion; and if theſe 
le Elogics which he diſpenſes in this manner, they ſeem to be 
mer d in the ſame tone 2s if he were making Lawes or pro- 
wuncing judgments, He adores indeed, bur tis with Conh- 
fence and familiarity ; whereof one is the companion of a good 
walcjence, and che other proceeds from love. Such as are not 
his opinion may terme him idolater and inamorarto, as long 
they pleaſe, without moving his paſſion; but they canno* 
juſtice accuſe him either of hypocriſie or flattery. He 

kes his beliefe; and delivers nothing flight and low, be- 
Ge all his conc-grions are above nied.ocrity, Al.hoagh [ 
| p ain 
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LETTER IX. 
To Menfexr Corneille. 
SIR, 


13 alreration of caſe and recovery upon the 
and I cannot contain from proclaim- 
| inning of my Letter. Your Cinas 
to the fick : He cauſes Paralytick to clap 
bis hands, and ſpeech to the Dumb, much more to a Rheu · 
matick, I had indeed loſt my ſpeech with my voice, and be- 
— of both, by the vertue of what you ſent me, it is 
Achat 1 employ them to your glory, and publiſhing che ſo- 
ainty of the remedy. Yer you fear you are one df thoſe, | 
are over wich the Majefty of the ſubje&s, where- 
they treat, you are nat ſarisfi'd that you have brought 
* enough for the ſupport of the Roman Grandeur. This 
dwelty does more pleaſe then perſwade me, and | am bound 
woppole ic on the behalſe of truth. You are too nice an ex- 
miner of a compoſition that has heen called excellent by the 
A ragce;and though it were true, that you had diſco- 
us lietle diſparity of weakneſs in ſome part of it, this 
tl ro be a ſecret between your Muſes and your ſelf, ſine: L 
nt it would be fer ever imperceptible by any other. 


The weakneſs (bould be rather charged on our expreflion * 
f 7 Wag the 


224 


the incapacity of our language, then your conceit, and 
fect im g 5 the — hed of the 1 2 Ne 
want of skill in ths Artiſt, You have (bun: us as ow 
Rome as is poſſible to be ſeen at Paris withogr any prejudice 
by the remoyall. It is not a Rome of Cafſiederis, forlo: ne and 
— i wa in the age of the Theor. Ih a Roo 
of Titus Livius, and as magnificent and pompous as it was in 
the tim: of the firſt Ceſars. You have cvcn found that which 
ſhe had I: in the ruines of the Commmon-wealth , her noble 
and magna nimous fiercencls, We meer with ſome tolerable 
tranſlators of her language and expreſhons, bur you are the 
true and faichfull Interpreter of her ſpitit and courage. | prs- 
ceed yet higher, Sir, and tell you, that I know you are many- 
times her Tutour, and admoniſh het of decoi um when ſhe has 
forgotten it. You are the reformer of Antiquity , when 
wants either Ornament or ſupport. In thoſe places where Rome 
was but of brick, you AF” her with Marble; wher. ver you 
ind a void interſtice,yo. fill it up with a Maſter - picce; and! 
have obfery'd that what you lupply to the Hiſtory, ef un 
own, is ever tranſcendent to that which yon borrow trom &, 
Thie wite of Heratia and the Miſtreſs of Cima, which are wo 
daughters ot yours and purely cicatures of your brain, what 
ate they leſs then the priacipall Ornaments. of yon. two po- 
ems ? Is there any thing ot the production of good antiquity 
in the weaker ſexe, that is comparably vigorous and ſtrong to 
theſe late Heroefſes, which you have brought into the World ; 


to theſe Roman Dames of your. be getting bo After 2 kj 


time „ I am not ſatisfcd with ſur vc y ing the pere & ions 

that came hither laſt. I have aſtonith'd all the Witts of 
Province with the ſight of her. Our Oratours and vur Ports 
ſpeak wonders of her. But a Doctour of my Neighboui bod, 
who is ordinarily upon the high ſtrain, ſpeaks of het inderd 
after a ſuanꝑe manner. The hrſt day he was contented to l 
that your Æmilia was the Rival of Cate and Brutus in thei 


zeal of Liberty, But now he gocs far higher. Sometimes | 


{wears the is potſciT'd with the Genius of the Common 

and at other times calls her the jane, reaſonable, holy, 
adorable Fury. Theſe are ſtrange words indeed, concerning 
your Roman Virago, bur yet they are not deſtitute of reaſon, 
and foundation. She do's in eh 


lpizacy, and ditt::{cs heat to the party by the Fite which 
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niles in the breaſt ofrheir Generall. She endeavors to intereſt 
Ache World in bet revenge +} and would ke a facrifice to 
her Father, which were too great fo: Ju = bimlelE , She 
i in my opinion a perſon ſo cxcelle ut. that 1 think 1 (peak not 
tom ich to her advantage, wacn|: ſay that you are moe hap- 
py in your i ue then Hompry wat in his, ond that your daugh- 
ter Emilia, is witho t comparion of greater worth then his 
Grund-Chiid Cina. It he had morg vertge then Seneca cauld 
| imagine, it js becauſe he ſel] into your hands and had the be- 
nefir of your care, He s obig d % You tor his merit, as to 
for his dignity, Tuc Lupe out made bun Coniul and 
you have rendred him an hond it man? This you have effected 
the Rules ot an Ait that adoines and rcfincs truth; that 
wifayour in mitt on, and that ſometimes propoſes to it 
ſelf the apparent and ſometimes the ttue good. I M fay too 
mach if adde 3ny more, I will not begin a Diſſertation but 
end a Letter, and conclude with the uluall proteftarions bat 
moſt ſincere and true, that Iam, ; 


| SIR, | 
jan. 17. 1643. * | Tour, Ct. 
LETTER K: = 
To Monfiear Coſtar, 


SIR, | | 
Ou write me ſtrange news concerning the Doctour that is 
fallen into d.ſpi act foi having ſpoken too liberalty of G race. 
Certainly your T ems arc men of no ordinaty remper, | 
lace they pak of the attaires f heaven as if they were Coun- 
cell urs of ſtate in that Kingd me, and declaie the ſecrets of 

Jeſus Chrift as freely,as it they were his Confidenrs. 

y conceive then new as certain, and deliver it as af- 
wely, as if they had not only flepr in his boſome with 
K. 70 HN. But even as if they had watch't in his heart and 
and there were none of his intentions hid from their 
knowledges. Do you not think - there js laughing enough at 
their brawls and conteſts ;, and that the Church Triumphant 
offended at them. For my part, l conceive the modeſty and 
 Ueterion of our ignorance wo 1d be more pleaſing to God 
then the preſumption and inlolence of our Doctrine ; and 
ter approves of a peaceable ſilence, and contented - 
p 3 nels, 


Errent per les Change de Is Grece 

Nui penit mes Vere de ſes Canleurs. 
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and juſtive thy 
Manifeſto. Cavalier, which you 
t ro have been the bearer of mine, and 


12 nm his Brigade was com — 
ſo he is necefficared ro depart hence directly thither. Hh 
would have been glad to have entertain d you with ſome neun 
of me, and not unwilling to have ſcen the faire St. Germany 


LETTER X1T, 
To the ſame. 


a. | — 
11 which you have ſent me from Monßeur dm 

is a preſenr very acceptable to · me, and which 1 haven 
wad le at no meane rate. Ar the firſt it Rr 
me ſor Phyfick and reliey'd me from a fir of the ſpleen , whid 
had quite overecme me, tf that bod aot come timely ra my fav 
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it may cure me of my ſerious penſi 
- Philoſophy; and 1 11 learne to turne 
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| ung wy pinch him, laa word, 1 4 

, the Hercules, and the Philecretes of Poerry, e 
noa the Fob of Truth, did urter high expreffions in the 
lence of their rormencs , bur never j 


modeſt, yea and wiſe grieſes too, but 
and dabe but ee — 


deb to diminiſh 

Ln —— _ bad fome eg 
are ent degrees of glory; 2 chough 

— com ſiderahle in a 
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of this ver tue, fo ſweer and humble, chat can put in practice the 
Paradoxes of the other, and yet boaſt of nothing at all. Lex 
us conclude therefare in honour of tbe Queen's [»firme thc 
there is either Extaſie or | Pofleſhon in his Malady, and the 
the ſoul do's her affaires apart, withour being concern d in the 
matter. Or elſe that he ba's an extraot dinaty courage and v- 
gour, and that the ſoul wraſtles with the body with all the a- 
vantages the greateſt ſtrength can have over the greateſt debs- 


lity, 


Aut caleſſe ali quid, Co arde, Afr iſque propinquam 


Morbus bic eft, ſuper 0que trabit de iumine lucem; 
Ant ſervant immota ſuum Bon: vera ſcrenum, 
Statque ſuper varia virus iilaſa ruinas. 

Poſt tot ſecs ig itur tandem, gens Steica, Regem 
Cerne num: Faſces tenero ſubmiitite vatt 
Sublimes tratici que Sophi, Zenonia proſet; 
Fee pudea decreta bumili po ſ ponere ſocco 
Grandia, & ampullas verborum, ( nome n Hioneſti 
Magnificum, ac vers endire in carmine v4ces. 
Scarro «ger, Scarro infande data prada dolori, 


Non Hatum crudele, non clamat ini mum ; 


Jratis parcit ſuperis, ſortique maligne, 
Et patttur ſaws invift4 mente labores, 

cundimque effert dira inter ſpicula uulium. 
Nec imat a gerit, perſonem indutus boneflam, 
Del miſſa ridet, veluti Mexentius, ird; 
Sed purum, ( fine fraude of laxit ridet habenis. | 
Dicam iterum, neque ſat ſemel et dixiſſe triumpbot, 
Nui læta, ingenioſa, a gro de pebore promit; 
Nui ludit Cæum, Enceladum, vai umque Hphra, 
Ferrigena que alios, feftivo carmine fratres : 
Nui ſedeat licet aternum, mirabile diu, 
Perpetuss agitat Pindi per mana chorem; 
Proximus ile Polo, Fortunã que altior omni, 
Scarro meus, mibi namque tuum, Coftarde, dediſti, 
Magnus erit Rex ills ſui, quem priſca coronet 
Porticws, & rigidi vox imperioſa Cleanthe, 
Ki ſecle invideat noftro rigidi ſque Cleantbes, 
Priſceque Dij: Diviimque Patri ſe porticus aquans, 


1 know net whether the milcellany of this Chapter vf 
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mad ceſt untained]y, 
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. Bur Iwill take care at leaſt, that it do nor offend 
with its length. Therefore I give you the Good-night, 


SIR, | 
Jan. 1. 1645. Tear, Cr. 


EETTER XN 


To Menfieur Grandillaud , Prefdent in the Prefidiall Count of 
Angouleſme. 


Sir, My deave Couſen, P 
[ther | have no judgment in handſome things , or thoſe 
which you ſhewed me are ſuch in perfection. But the 

bare fight of beauty is not ſativfaRtory 4 1 muſt obtain the 
enpyment. Therefore be pleaſed to remember your engage- 
ment and give me the poſſeſſion at my eaſe and with a true and 
full pleaſure of that, which in paffing before hy eyes hach on- 
ly inflamed my defires and CO iet. It is 2 pit - 

and | am infinitely ſenſible of the ſoſſe, that an Eloquence 
Pine terme ſoveraigne and which would do honour to Paris 
ald be bounded in the precinets of an inferiour Court, and 
have no larger Sphere then a Jittle corner of this great King- 
dome. One of the Antients would have rermed this the pur- 
ting of a Pilot into a Cock boate; and another would have 2 , 
i was to ſhew a treaſure in a place where it could not be ſeen. 
As for me, | only confirme whar | have already ſaid, and te- 
maine in cxpe ctancc ot the effect of your promiſe, 

Sir, My deave Couſen, 

Jan. 3. 1645; Tour, (Fc 


LETTER XIIII. 


To Menfieur d Argenſon , Connſelicur to the King and Intendant 
of Juſtice in Saintonge. 


SIR, 
| Am determin'd ro forbeare my importunate careſſes, and 
will no more offend you with ftroking and embraces. Since 
1 is ſo de licate as not to endutre the perfumes and 
which it merits, ir is neceſſary to comply with the 
of your humour, and you muſt be obeyd h ir 
be with injuſtice. So that you ſhall neither receive or 


Chaplers from wy hand; notwithſtanding 1 cannot paſſe ir, 
Ft: 5; W } 51 
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perfeRly in my 
SIR, 
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LETTER XV. 


treat de — youn m acknow- 
7 might to the ei vilities 
of your Letter, and according to the degree — hy 
ne in amongſt the Latine Pod, with that roo l 
Tibi carmine ab omni 


Cederur jurique uo Natur « reltmguet 
i vetum eſſe ulis. : 


delicate 2s thoſe Gallants on the other fide the mount 
and 1 have alwayes blam'd the Copricio of that Venetian Gin» 
cleman, who to ingratiate with Virgil. burn'd the woods which 
5 he had in his youth, becauſc they were ſprung from 
tie Nurſery of Si,. He would not ha ve Poſterity ignorame 
ol his bed humour, and ha's therefore preſery'd the memory of: 
i, in an Epigram which begins thus, | 


Has, walcane, dicat Sylvar tibi villicus Aymen 
Ti ſaeris illas ignibe: ure, Per 

N dalla d Stari propagine $ylvir, 
Famque ia boni: frugibus wmbra nocent. 
| that which was an effect of cruelty in this Gentle. 
mas of Venice would be in me an act of juſtice, it | condemn'd 

my verſes co che ſame fare that he did his, And indeed | am 
fo doubcfull of cheir goodneſs, that unleſs our Mafter, Men- 
feue ſweare to me that my apprehenhfon is it! groun- 
ded, and that confirme his Oath by the teſtimony of aur 
other Maſters, Monſieur Bourbon, Mon ſieur the Anbau of 
Sweden, I ſhall have a be liefe that you and he do only abuſe 
me with your applauſes. 1 ſhall —_— that you have a de- 
— make your ſelſe ſport with the gibberiſh of a Country 
ver . 


Qui linguam violare Remi temer evius andet, 
Somniat & Thuſcum Tiberim' ( Saturnia Kegne, 
Accols Santonici Oreani, viridiſque C arent e 
Potator, procul d defi, vetus exul, amicis. 

' Howevcritbe, there is no fort of paſtime but may be al- 
Jow'd in the Common-wealth of good. Lerrers, to two 
perſons which have'deſerv'd ſo well of it, as you and Mon- 
ficur Menage. And as to matter of taillery, it is no great hun 
to luffer ſomewhat from the Hiſtorian of Marncrre and the fa- 


ther of the I would ſgnific bythis laſt word, that you 
may be 4riff when leaſe, as you arc already Slo- 
cler, bur | fſtould never b en ded with your mirth. The 


warre which you make upon me, inflead of hurting me ſhall af- 
: ——— — mad aye — 
a tzent le agreeable Perſecutour ; nor my ſelf, . | 
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bh. LETTER XVI. 


La: i To Mongenr Ic Prieur Pacquet. 


» 


$1 

_—_ given life to me, as well by the great care you 
have taken of Monſicur Coftar,as the good newes you have 
ned to me of his recovery, I beſeech God it may have a 
bug and faire continuance and that the lofſe, which we were in 
tune of, do not happen but to our Nephews. 


May I ne're knew Thy: be's ceaſ d is be: | 
Heaven keep that dey for our Poflerity | 
But you muſt contribute your part to the favour of the Stars. 
freſerve us | entreat you our treaſure , and be not weary of a 
ſervice which | envy you. It is ſo noble and fo glorious that 
Mules and the Graces themſelyes would not diſdaine your 
ce, Wa hout queſtion. they would alwayes write, if Monficur 
(far would alwaycs dictate to them, I recommend him to 
once more and remaine, | : 
| SIR, 
kr, 1642. Tow, (oc. 


LET SER XVI, - 
To my Lord Sequier, Chancellour of France. 
My Lord, | | 5 
Have heard you would not permit the publication of a book, 
newly made againſt me, though the harme | had thence re- 


| ceived had been ſmall. My obligements to you for the favour 


cannot but be great; it being a very paiticular care you have 
for the quiet of my life, not to ſuffer the leaſt noiſe to difturbe 
it. I know not, my Lord, whether you may not ſeem to have 
treated with too much delicacy, one who makes profeſſion of 
Plulolophv, It is enough the publique authority ſhelters me 
from the tempeſt without defending me from the wind and 
auſt ; and that it proteRs my hermitage from the violence of 
beaſts wit hout beating off the flye s, and other impor- 
tunate Inſects from me. But, my Lord, the goodneſs you have 


fot me goes beyond the limits of ordinary juſtice : you would 


not only | ſhould enjoy a calme repoſe , amidſt the agnartions 
ofall Europe, but were tarther willing the world ſhould have 
reſpect for my retirednels, and that being e loigned from 

: | 1 the 


234 
traction. And yet 
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the ſociety of men 1 ſhould be 


living in Germany 
— trutha, an e 
his A o 3 6 


arraigne his judge, and to di 
of Litine iquity: in 
de found to ſecure the re 
gaiaſt the Pedantry ot this Barbarian. If chen it availes not wor- 
due that the hath been conſecraced by time, and crowned by 
_—_— to preſerve ler inviolare from che attempts of par- 
tĩ perſons 


a there is r 
compaſſion, amongſt ſo many in 0's, or 

I ſhould have reſpect ſhowne me grove and Cicer 

are nor in ſaſe ty. An ordinary man ought not in juſtice to 

complaine , if he ſame deſtiny with extracrdi- 
nary perſons, neither would it be handſome in me ro 

exons af rumen only incerẽ T. 1 know net, 

y Lord, bur char this perry di may be of ſome uſe to un 


Common wealth; and it were to be wiſh d that malice would 
alwayes amuſe ir ſelf in things of ſo ſmall concerne , tothe 
endit might never intermeddle with afaires of greater moment. 
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236 'Chorſe Letters. Book III. 
enemy, and am more proud to have pleaſed you, then 1 ſhould 

| be ſatußed ſhould you have preleribed all my ad ver ſar ies the 

nad tantagous diſcourſes you have held with me upon diverſe 


occaſions, your Picture which you were pleaſed to give me laſt 


yeare as the gage of your affection, thoſe rich works of yours | 


which you have formerly made me partaker of, | meanc thoſe 
writings animated with che ſoul of State and full of the 

deur r Maſter , which appear'd to me ſo cranſcendemly 
above the torce of the preſent age, and fo worthy the Romane 


Me jſty; in a word (my Lord) every moment of that I | 


rernopn | had the honour to paſſe with you in your Cabi 

arc Priviledges for which l have dearer conſiderations , then 
for what you have denied to the Ape er Fantaſme of Philar- 
chus. I dare not mention what other obligements I have ro 


| yu in that particular you have in joyned me ſilence, witha 
| ie 


fe your fayours would go leſſe, and reecive alloy in their 
purity, ſhould my acknowledgments waitc upon them; tis not 
fir howeyer , you ſhould oblige me from having the intentions 
of an honeſt man, nor deprive me the liberty of gratctull 
thoughta. You have forbid che publication of my thanks , bur 
have not impeach'd me from acquitting my ſelte in the ſecret 
part of my devoire, or, at leaſt from being in my ſoul alwayes, 

My Lord, 

Oct. 30. 1636. Jour, (Fc. 


LETTER XVII 
To Monfgeur Me nage. 


"$1 | 
1 Have at leagth retriv'd the Letter, which was loſt inthe 
confufion of my Papers. 1 entreat you do me the favour to. 
ſhew it to our father Bourbon , and tell him ir was written by 2 
Father much more ancient then he. Tell him moreover that 
this Father underſtood neither Greek nor Latin; but the late 
King Henry the Great had a good eſteem of his French, his 


capacity and honeſty, He even defir'd to have him neere him, 


and had he not been ty'd by affe ion to the ſervice of a meaner 
Maſter, whom he would not quit for a greater, i is poſlible 
your friend might have been fon to a Secretary of 5 tate. 
Diis aliter viſam, atque illi meliora dedere, 
Silvaſque irrignoſque hortot campo ſque patente: 
Atque Aue contemptum & null otis juſſis 
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vs fee thar my — do conſume, what you wits 
22 tran of my life and the beaucies of m 

could, adde all che delights > 
1. l the ; though I ſhould dote, 
J ee ab hi ſhould medicare in anenchan- 
az , which  Arze#o had built wich,hig own hands ; in 2 
| K wy 


ou haps yy wp rg ones 
yu, Thee i is no ſe licity for abſence of iwoor he, 
» whom | ſee no more; and | wark thoſe dayes with 
E which would orherwile be moſt pleaſing and 3 
1 my heart in — 3 1 am, 
[ bu 


. me, Cc. 
Io Mospcur de Balzac, tom bis Fn 
e * 


* 157. 2 to ſollicite u, to preſent the publique with the 
fruits of your induſhy, twclve yeares are inſenſibly ſid amm. and 
"ws % mach augmented, being alrealy centred into the 891 year 
ay ag 3 0nd ehoagh br be new he for ine employ «ll my thoughts 
| mou well- dying, rather then any other ſubjeft; yet, as it i intaild upon 
humane we e to deßre « ſariber reprieve , and prolengetion of 
w dyes, I muſt corfeſſe my ſeiſe in that, not to d er from other pee- 
le, aur 16 be yet weary of my liſe. But withel it is n true, ( de- 
fr 13 te” Irve-thet | may enjoy the content, in my en- 
— age, to ſer before I leave the worid er —4 
4, which I bete Area view'd in 3 

— Sonne) that you cannot rezſonad'y deny m Thi Ws 77 — 


FD { demand from you, and that u you farther banden your 
your 


deni«ll of my requeſt, , your Bhrcuſes would ſevonr more 
Melancholy then Moveſty. If the drfere of bring praiſed by men car 
— af leaff that of pleafing me ought to malt ſome impreſ- 
ſoul, and I am willing 10 believe that in e 
— eve — confderation 0 of a on , who ene felfe 
ff n peternall auth rity to trenſef# with you by m—_ 4d Le- 
Siafrences, I know well, you ert abundantiy rich in things of rarity 
aduze; but to k-ep them cleſe priſoners in your cabinet, ir to be co- 


nil dere you with as much effetfion ar 1s de t the good- 


nur. which never yet refuſ"d me obedience; nat ts let | 
enn n of 


4 1 


'. which I of the Ami ighy ee ve you In bis favor 


| I think Heaven ordain'd the occalion of it ſome 


by 12 7275 _ 


Tt be heve ne! warts bed an 

egen g, on, ap you were uhwilliag to 2 

a pt aaf. Bur was jt Ge concluded by 
diculous britty of the bade, adioſau es vo 

that is beyord th: power of School-nicenies and diflinfliens ts 


, and there is mo piece of Sopbi@ry wheafem cn 
pe on you to the prej af « multitude of good officrs , * 
: for 

I 


age bath receiucd; and daily dard receive your 


am your . Fat 
To ſerve Jeu, Cue x. 


LETTER xIX. 
Je Menpenr Maury, Deer of Divinity. 


Ou wight poſſibly in tþe ſheets which you publiſbed, 
You end a perſon ut greater dignity and eminene, 
but none more acknowledgi ingot yo yours, or paſſionuely 
adoring of your vertue then my r 
eſleem ol that unſpotted vituc, that al h your Verſes 
are extreamly handiome, and your Proſe no cſs, yer Fpecker 
the ſolid beſote the glorious; and confeſs to you that it ij nei- 
cher the Orat our 2 Poet, bat the Hone ſi man that is the 


* ot my paſſion. 1 am Bot a little hry, thas I cant 
truth give that Title intire to him that you lament is 


the Printed Leaves, aud that ] have eauſe to plein of ts 
difbmulatios and improjyry ih tbl eons to you la per 
kdiopſacls.It is a Hiſtory which I hal recount — 


HH 


r rr upSYIRDM”LDIVTSTEMM ay 


| the end | ſhould not dye with ſorrow a pre 


have, been utrecly incapable of all confolation, if had 2 
Monſieur * the year ſixtecn hundred thirty ſe- 
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LETTER|XX. 
To Meonfexr de Flotte. 


SIR, 3 ; 
— hs — — n 
am from my ſhipwrack.* ve great gr | 
— ah Fe — — Rd clouds ah. 4 not diſpell'd 
god earneſt. Notwithſtanding, without further expedia 
bon ofa more affured calme, I will make wſc of this to- 
ble moment, to rejoyee for it with you, yea and to give you 
in thanks ſor it roo, I have ic in eſſe rn and ou 
hare reſtor'd r Lever, and Nt and my foul, Ties by the 


Rading of your Letter, and Monſieur le Fevre's book, that | 
ne the commerce, which I had intermitted with all hand- 
ro and good 3 The receite 4 you ſe nt 

| one me more en you imagine. ey are not 

neten but Armes which you bave fur niſht me withall. 
Your Volume is my Arſenal ; and 1 do not doubt, but when | 
have Gaiſh'd the Lecture which I am enter d upon, 1 ſhall be 
nec only moro pol ite and fior'd with fine Notions, to make my 
ſefregarqed amongſt my neighbourhood, bat alſo much ſiron- 
2 and fortyfi'd wich cxamples and reaſons to defend the 
of my County. Io the mean time be pleaſ d to fuf- 

e me toremind you of lome Jeſs ſerious SubjeAs ** I 
q 2 ave 


” ao oath at - - 1 
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haze long expeted of your enriching and en bio. dcr e. | 
d. fire of you in the fiſt place the Mida ot that exemplary 
demh which hapned in the Palace of Gaiſe in the year fnteen 
hundrcd and cighteen. The Dialog «© of Auftis, whon by was 
dying with Monlicur the Al mne (who caboited him to dye 
Iue a Chriſtian, an i b unted all h.. r the had. 


nefs pf has Turkith foul) will be none of the woi fl pailages of 
th: piece. But for thelitele that you will e cite your muth in 
tickling your ſpleen, you will auke wonders o his Teflament, 
and hu leave ot all the Pors and raj. a one after ano- 
ther. Policy, which is my Miſtreſs, and the ſpeculative Sci- 


| ences my dear friends, muſt pardon me, if _ pleaſe, that. l 


love tha 


t of Relations bettet then .hofe of Botere and Au- 
nie Pere. AWi 


& che Hoſlility of the twe parties, the le ſbould 


be the S cette inviolable to both; and if they had leiſuse to 


laugh in Germam, there is no Queſtion bur they would afferd 
gy plea ſure to our enemie Picolomini, and Totes ſoa cur 
Allic. Ler my requeſt prevaile with you to exerciſe your ſelf 
in theſe © xcellent wayes of writing and do not ſuffer the graces 
ef your diſcourſe to exphe with the ſoind of your vice, 
Preſervz us the memury of your feaſts after the example of 


| Plararchand Athenew: And tothe end 4 good cherte may 
laſt af.cr ghe Table is taken away, and a 


the come um may 
raſt ir, | meane the wholc man, prepare us a volume of novehs, 
which may delerve to be term'd even by the ſober Monſieur 
Cheplete,the Ragouſts and delcates of the Wit. Proviged they 
containe no fo: bidden ingredient as there is in ſome of thoſe t 
Beccace. | promile you a publick remerciment for the plea'ure 
you mall git me, wbereuf | have ſo g:car need. | belcech 
you conſider of ir, and be 9 to be lie ve me alwayes, 
; ; * N 85 » | 
a Decemb, 1641. \ Teur (9c. 


| LETTER xxt. g 
To Meaßem de Silhon Secretary to my Lord tht Cardinal 
rin, . 


SIR, | - 
M cbalais ha's inſorm'd me of your z:alons good 
nefle , and the heat which you teſlißed in my littie 4 
faircs, They ate obligations of which 1 am infinitely ſenſ bie, 
and 1 coufider them much more then all they can produce of 
pf 


* 


Forrester as 
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and advantagioug to me. | have need of my pen hon⸗ 
at } cannot l. vc without your friendfhip ; d havirg allur'd 
we. of ibe continuat on of it in your laſt Letter, you have 
en me much mure then | ſhall receive from the Exchequer, 
Fae | hall nut make you a ſtudied thanks tor it, nor put my 
& 1+ the trouble of prov.ding Khetorick to ſend thither 
bene ic comes to us. Yo. perceive the very bottome (f my 
fat z and know that | pickcrve you in it with what is moſt pre- 
(vas and deare to mc ; with my Herocf and my Hereefles ; 
wy Maſters and Miſtiel'es, (if | have any.) It is a cleare foun- 
unt, you need not doubt ii, and is nut at all foil'd with par- 
lar int reſt. Theicfore, Sir, you may draw our the ac- 
nuuledg unt that is due to you ; But withall , expcA ſome. 
thay frem ic wh ch you have newly inſpir'd me with , änd 
a: wihe leading of your laſt work The faire 1dea>ot our 
nella reafBnings which remaine ſlill in my ſoul, have leſt 
ted 21d principle of beauty in it which baih already germis 
wed ſome thing, that pe ſſibly w Il not be diſpleaſing to bis 
Eminence. I do not de ſgue to paſſe with him for a maker of 
'm.gyiicks : But | can niake ir appeare to him in time and 
face , and in matters of hiſtoricali certainty that an honeſt 
mn, of a god perſwaſion,can relate truth with no bad grace. 
and of thi. you: ſelf are an undeniable inſtance, 
Tu, Silo, ſacro Sophie quem Neflere pavit, 
Qui pli ns rerum peffert verbs fecis; 
Nui can Kegnand1 artes, dubia omnia 668, 
Ferrerum dominoes opt ima ſole doce t: 
Nec falſum nec inane ſons, velut Aulica turba, 
lurhs etiam ducibus plandeve ſueta malis. 
Hic am baud aque mu per veſtigia paſſa, 
icet U: be procul,ſorte nec arte parem, 
Me tamen & Kefhum & Vert ſecreta la entis, 
Secura invidia quarere menie jnvat. 
Veri diva potens Sopbie,mibi Numinis inflar, 
F Tu, Silo, autFores, vos ſequm, effe mei. 
I did not think to conclude with Verſes , bur the firſt 
te tell, as chance made the firſt, | will not complaine of t 
but rather call it my good fortune, if it ha's given me 
the hennes of cxpreſſing my meaning to you better, and repre- 
me in a more manner, as I am perfectly, 


q 3 CLet- 


* 


| > SI | 
| Feb, 1644, Tear, tye. 
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LETTER XXII. 
I ihe ſame, 


4 


alt- 


ta courſe 
| . ſelf. You will perceive by THE ORACLE OF 
THE GRE that I performed my devotion m 


accellacy the generall goed of 


For, Ge. 
LETTER XXIII. | 
To Menfiexs John Frederic Gronovius. 


fuice. or 
huodred and Gf 
| the mark, ceiye that he that cauſd ms to 


LS ̃ ̃ ß ²˙ m ˙ A W waSsnrST Sno was mm & r=, 
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{ #hook de Seffertiis ; bur | ſhould then begin c rechne 
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to Monßeur GN, Chanon of Hamburg wat 
him fe (port wah my pen and your name. 
| d upon me with a fable to draw a Lester from mg, 
which I think he wil! neither find credit at the Bank aor 
ieße among the Croatcs,it he (hou!d fall into than hands. 
It | am lorry | have cauſc to complaige of a man of your 
muncry, and am conſtrain'd t axke, What is become of the Ger- 
am cardenr end fracerinie : | beſee ch you let not this word ſean · 
Auliſe r at the ſame moment | anſwer my ſelf , chat it is 
into your breaſt, And though War ſhould have waſted 
of it ſnould ſuffer neither Vertue nor C. vilicy u 

the tace of the Earth, yer | am aſſured you would not Ahr yo 
+ re the generall ruine of good manners, You can love 
ige your friends with token of ſo ardent and paſionate 
1 ancc , that I ſhould be more cold end flinty then 
ge rocks of deſar t, if 1 did not kindle at your fre, and fel the 
joins of your words, 1wiſh ta Cod, Sir, I were neeres to 
you co — — — benefit of my fortune and draw more 
ſo 2dvantagious a neighbourhood. rms” 
4- 
kan, I chould Bow in abundance on all bands, and beſide the 
natural giches of your wit, you would entertaine me with the 
Treaſures of Antiquity. 1 cxpeR the promiſed u Livins, 
ad inthe mcanc time l ſend you one of his @hildren I means 
By Roman, attended with ſome other Treatiſes of the like na» 
we, They will demonſtrate to you whether my ſoul be full 
of Tus Liv, and if by his aſſiſtance I have tram a luffici- 
ently high Idea of the ancient Common-wealth. | have writ- 
ten to Paris to cauſe another diſcourſe to be ſent you, in which 
| conceive l have, pleated the cauſe of the people, with all the 
relpeR chat is due to the Majeſty of Soveraignes. I have prig- 
cipally ig t endea vout d to avoid the ſtyle of a Declamarion 5 
— er 2 c 8 — — os 
e the ſlave tneſs. Malè ft illi per u M- 
4 neffre dec, & quem nos dune laxdevimes. Bur 1 nike par- 
Ga of God for it, in all che proyene 4 cake es filand 1 

think my re pentance is effe Guall, ſinc my choler is ftir d 
wen ut the moſt juſt and lawtull praiſes. It would proceed fo 
Nay Mamertinus, Lavin 


whe printed agpine gs Lede, | entreat yo 
eite ary les p. fe e. 
q 4 


4 


Ovation. I Gould cominae this diſcourſe to you were nor l 
with a crow'd of troubleſome bu thee beſcrwe 


en al fides , nnd enforce me to defer the teſt to another time, 
"Rs SIR, 
7. March. 1644. Tor, Cr 


LETIER XXIIII. 
To enen de Belle vene Villotren Cenaſelleur to the "x 


5 744 —— be th loquent, ther 
id not know you to no leſſe true then e 1 
1 encellent Letter which you writ me, would make me luſ- 
ved the cruelty of your gowt , not to be ſo extrem as you te- 
preſent it. It is difficult to preferve the f cedome of the md 
amidſt rhe paines that befiege ir, and aſſault all ns Organs. 
And to is, the loul muſt be aokJute miſtteſle of the bo- 
dy, and very much unlooſed from the matter. Rut chat liberty 
3s not artain'd witho.It help and by che folc firength of nature. 
You ard oblig'd ro | hiloſophy for it, although you give her ſo 
Jierle thanks tor the good offices ſhe ha's done you. and te 


woanders of her unproſtable neſſe in your Letter ; norwihftan- 


ng, tis ſhe , that beares up in your heart, and d yrs. 

mir you to ſuffe#fas vulgar ſouls do. Inſicad of the child th 
. (crics and womaniſh complaines of oth<18, the inſpires you with 
ſtrong and maſculine exprefiions : ſhe is the cauſe that ＋ 1 
reaſonable wich you and gave vou that ſerene moment n wh ch 
| yew have renounc'd her ſo elegently. 1 could accuſe you of 

2838 in her name and under take her ca iſe anf Ro- 
mances, to which you are teconc il d only to deſp ght her. Bur 
that which you do is accompani'd with lo good a grace and in 
ſuch a perſwaſive manner, that ic iv not poſſible to be of any 
ether fide bur yours. You can neveg imploy a bad reaſon, nor 
even when ybu plead againſt Reaſon, and conclude that Arm · 
fo is an honefter man then Arifcle. I do not wonder ar the 
| you do the Poet, to the prejidice of the Philoſopher : 
Lou are intereſſed in the * good Poett, and in truth 


there is nothing more excellent then 5 have done 
Im 


me the favour to ſend me. For the deeei 
-v of Medrid which | had into your hands, I con- 
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be ſrßed with confideri dreſſe and orna- 
— e aaron 


j<eorreR the defets of « . hoppy berth, &c lem pa- 


| 27 SIR, 
15 1645. . Tow, & e. 


LETTER XXV. 
„ 


SIR, 

. ſan devered ro your gloty, that ic does not eronble we whe 
| bene, provided you have wherewith to exerciſe your libera- 
- ſky. Monkeur Choplein gives me notice of helfs 27 of chat you 
d ar ſanding to me, 1 9 wagon for the 
„ } anveyance. Certainly it will be enough to make me @ 

5 Dofiour, if | be not want ing in capacity. 1 to make 

ö of the long communication , that 1 tha — 
_ Monſieur the Embeiſadour of Sweden, 


Nuem mes non torn Bj 
lem much raken with hs 

found the juſt Praine that | in that kind of Verſe, 

z few, and ye hae norhing ofReminae yas fone judge 

| Heroick, and yer have nothi ty wen re as ſome jud 

} 

| 


„ who enervate t weetnefs even to 
Bur, to tell you the free truth, 0e Elegiacks of our friend 
done another thing, and carry him from —. 
he is nor the firſt chat d iſſ k the raflic A Ale, » 


Pocticall ma led ict ons upon it. This tal ſe We ern 
eur!'d long ſince, and diſo «n'd tor the true wy « of fopicer, Do 


got you remember che Epigram of Julien the Emperour. 


Tis ; xv eis, Aww; ; jack Y — —_ 
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I account my (elf more wealthy then if I were 


2 


t of my Grandfathers G 


T —_— cannot 
4 * 1. — 
2 y heal ——— 
—— 4 nements more particularly 
if ir be A r ——— 

57 


the Genius of our common Country, that len. 
— hl * 
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LETTER XXVII. 
Io Nene Coſtar. 


were in m to mie verſes as ofren us 1 
—— 42 — ſhould bear the 1 1 
ne and begin with 


- od Io Superi, nec i aezorabile 4. 
_—_ 


Et Socii innmeviti mortem indignates b 
Crudeles D. x 


I 


ae and qualified the violence of my wi os 


GE C8 
* 


| that 
'4 - excclient Prelat. For befides that hgmakes ad- 
PIE worker nnd his Bi 


y .. pA Ds = HEB, 1 Rare” > — m 11 
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r Bur Monßeur de cxme 

him and did much more , by bringing joy to my hue, 
at pceſemGace | ſee by your Letter to Ks! by 
you are not contented with health but pretend to ſtrength, 
r that is ready tar 
a combate at barrier, then one that ny well and wund, | 
know net if . Tha hall b: the ſubject o. one of 
cur ceaverſations, when you will do me the honouc 10 come 


hicker, where 1 expe you in April, 
** — n to biruadine prims. 
I am etetaally with all * ioul, 
Jan. 2. 1642. 8 Tur, oc. 


LETTER XXVIII. 


Te Monfienr Giraid Commiſiery and cn of Angouleſme. 


SIR, 


ſome newes of your ſelſ and our frejiads, Monſicur de —— 
u alwaics the beſt and moſt obſcure of men. He ſpeaks conti- 
nually in the Language of che Draides and leaves Ph 
and Merdac tarre behind him, &c. In carneft he hath not 
Dat me a Letter but a Riddle, and if | ſhould retutnte him an 


\ | anfwer , 1 might perhaps do it to his meaning, which | know 
| very 
Nor 


, but not to his words, which | cannot unde ſtand, 
ing the murmurings of your preſumptuo a Poet, 


iſboprick rimes to his kingdome; that 


| Ges iog a _—_ as well as the ſtare Eccleſiaſtical, 
| mo t to take it ill, that they are Prophets or Vi 
vines which command —ů 2 As fur the neee 
of this Village, che Gaxette of it advertiſes LY 

might be a very honeſt man if | ſhould indeavour ta get a con- 


that 


to end my Letter with ʒ but you would not be fo, 
36 yen: of amity and confidence , I had need of 


if 


| l 7 
— * periwade you that 1 am, more then any perſon 


in che 
__ $1R, 


3 R 
"hs web ow It WO ,. 1 & 
prot” F r [VER 


Od have extreamly oblig'd me by letting me underſtand * 
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vin your tav Dur ert dare to complain, with your friend hip, ia 


— wont on the Ropes and ſuch as make 
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N 
8 


fy BETTER NAH. 


25 #7 Lora the Merqueſſe of Montauficur,Grueramur end 
* Lieatenant Generall for the KING in 
; Sa intonge, Angoumois, 


Ay Lord, : 
Hare been a languithi ient theſe fix months, and at 
[= porn) her Cites, but only becauſe | am noe 
depriv'd of ſenile. Yer Heaven has taken care of me in 
condition : Some angel] chat does not hate me hath in- 


od me with the charitable thought, which you , honou- 
me with a Letter, The recent of which d me 
wt of my languiſhment to a fuller injoyment of Ie, and miti- 


hoſe — which were worſe then on : It has re- 
m ' me et urage contdence. For 
by aic poſſible 1 G. rv my lelt us long as | am well 


and which is yet more, your admiration. You fee 
1 2 of yeurTetcer, alt con- 
{& this laſt word is not ſumable to me among the Buc 1 
nt to doubt how it came there, fince the haſte of your de. 
piſthre foc the Siege of Dun ir was the cauſe that you were not 
curious of proper worde, but ſcry'd your ſelf of ſuch as came 
mat to hand. There is nothing beſides the Sun, the Occam 
Ala enemy and yer you ure plechd rn fro thr yon 
on de men, arc ta prof 

have ihat pathon for fl ny — are ſo ſmall — 
able in all regards. You give my Verſe the neme that u due 
ovly to thoſe of Prophers ; Wherein my Lord, the honour of 


* - 


your judgment cannot be ſay'd bot by the of 
yoar wordgzand you cannot admire any otherwiſe — 2 


— 


malt have all the metit of an a&ion, to och 1 cor 
| 7 


128 


for tr. Bueifl 
I ſeek noT 
My Lord, 


LETTER XXX, 
1 To Mesem de Mere. 
31. 

aquay found 


f 


hcater out of yoar © 


Jew, Ge. 


me fick and 


F2 


we 96# = ape ow 


* 


Tridente reren er 


Jets. Since I am nn admirer of E 


Monfeur —— wund do well ro be fe too, and 
ſelf an prejudice ; and he will alva God more 
huis un, yon and me, then in relying on his own ſafe. 


12 ' ETTER XXXI. 
To 7 , an Ahrocet in the Paliamem. 
51x, 


| * 
oy * 
are guilty of a great injury againſt ſelſe in di- 

Y wag che fruit of + dy of which you ought in 
juſtice to be extceamly ſatuſ d. They are rare and exquiſite, 
ind continue to me whh them, | know not 
r you the beneſu you do me, and 1 be your friend 

to . 0 
Neos tamen invideo, miror magis, & nbi pulcbram, 
| #1 #88, Fender , 
—_—_ Pa 1 — ö 
i a uluc ex eib b. 

The Poſt of Fridey troughe me newes of our Monficur de 
Pergede , whoſe name is become ſo great ther it ha's fill d al 
Paris, and the Celtes begin to admire the Or if 

— f ie of 


Nas to have it in another faſhion, and in 
3 
5 onne. * amn y ravi 

N ſoul 


as ir were nailed to char great 


| her teares / the cannot be comforted for the mutortune arriv'd 


at Orbitelle , and would readily lay the 


ay, ſhe, &c. But I containe 
222 you come uy x6 So i here. 
J 


* 
LETTER XIYIT. 
. To neu Girard Secrere'y to the late Duke of Elpernon, 
$1 R : . * 
Send you the Stanza which ſbam'd my memory in our las 
converſation, and whereof 1 could repeat go were then the 
four firſt verſe a. * 


Che gious 
25 WA 
— euer f inperis degni, 
Ke F archi grevi di molto icſere; 
Eſeer contgre da Ei inge gui 


Di perpwe veſlir, mangier in ove, 
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, and was wont to call ic Divine: but as there is no Divi- 


| 4 , which does not mect with impous and iacrilegions pet - 
7 ks fo | have ſeen a Gtammaran, that would not app'iove. 


tar the Poct (how 1d give robes of Scarlet to Queens and Prin- 
offer, like Cu dinal and Counſe llours of Paihament, He 
d the v.tſe of the full Coffers of lelle dignity then the reft, 
that the two words fredde and ſeſc which cnd the laſt are 
naiſpoſ a, becauſe it is be ing alone that cauſes cold, and tbete- 
fr t ought to precede, My ctv ant will deliver you the new 
ak of Monfh:ur de Frietec, and the judgment of 
Cardinal Brn:rvagire, You ſec from hence, that the moſt ſut- 
frient are allo the moſt uſt, and that It begins to eſteem 
„ Farbarians. Let us rake part in the glory of our excellent 
friend, an . To perſwade the Cardinal Bentiveglio, is to 

ie at once and in ene p-.iſun the Sc nat and order of Cava- 
En, the Learned of the um et ſuy and the honeſt people of 
Court; Rome, Florence, Paris, aud all the reſt, S that 
be have a rend, that is univerlally approv'd , and France an 
About, hat deſerves the praiſes ot him that receives thoſe of 
il the world. I am paſſionate ly, 

SIR, 
ha, 3. 1640. TJoyg,Ge. | 


| LETTER xxxXII. 
To Morffewr Conrart Councellour and Secretary to the King, 


SIR, 
Have with delight ſurvey'd the beauries of the printed pie- 
ces which you Fa me the favour to ſend me, Bur 13 there 
thing elſe for he to read» and i it not poſſible for me 
with your aſſiſtance to obtaine the ſight of ſome ſecret ſtanzaes 
whereof | have hcatd wonders ? They are of Monkeur de Seri- 
j9't eaking, and you know he ence ſov'd me a little, as 1 had 
tnycs a perfect eſtee m for him. Yer I dare net addreſſe ro 
lum in this occaſion; being I cannot think my ſelt in a condi- 
to reccive of his fayours , in that he ba's not accounted 
ne deſerving of the leaſt token ot his remembrance. You may 
pleaſe to know that he came lately into this province without 
lo much enquiry as r were in it or no. The 

, and would be a very ſenſible injury to a per- 


ba leſſe — to ſuffer then I. But | have gain d a ha- 
bit of p atiencc, ſo facre as ſometimes to believe that my _ 
* vc 


0 —— Or 
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bave reaſon on their fide , when they do me wrong, | bad 1a. 
ther acknowledge my unworthincels then complainc of then i 
juſtice , and ipprefle my teſentment: then publ:(h ty Ad. 
graces, Neverthelc's, be not you wear y of doing good to the 
undeſerving and obliging thoſe that ate out of favour . 
Since he is at preſent as devour as he ha's been alwaics vettu - 
ous, you may tell him (for the obtaining thole de ſired ftan- 
Zaes) that "tis from Pau! the Hermite or St. Hilarien, that 
they were requeſted of you. I concc ive he ba's not an opinion 
good enough of the mode tne Anch rites : and potlibly ha 
coldneſſe for me proceedes from that of my zeal, and the lutle 
* he hath ſeen me make in piety — —. Yet | have 
com merce with great Saints both on this and the other 
fide th: Mountaines and Monſicur de Lorme will teſt fe to 
him, that Monfieur the Abbot of ——, I am with all my foul, 
| SIR, 
Mareh. 12. 1645. Teur, Ce. 


| LETTER XXNIIL 
To Menffeur Gard Secretary to the Late Duke of Eſpernon. 


SIR, 

2 muſt not think the promotion of Monſieur the Prefs 
dent Seguier cauſes only a particalar feſtivall at Cadillac 

but will be publick and univeria!! within theſe foui daies. The 
king ha's done a good deed to all his Realme , and the yeare 
muft not be eſteen;ed happy ſo much for the purity of the aire 
or the fruufulneſſe of tlie Earth as for che election ot excellent 
Magiſerates. I rejpyce at this newes as a ſubject of the King, 
which is the priacipall regard wherein 1 conſider it; but! 
hav: beſides a ſecond right to be glad, and that is, out of the 
intereſt I have ia the 18i111n2 of a modeſty, that is ko to me, 
and the happineſſe I apprehend ro me in the proſperity of a 
erſon , of whoſe probiry | am perfcRly aſſured. I knowhe 
2 preſervatives againſt all the poiſons of the Court, and - 
reaſon not to be corrupted by all 2 preſents of fortune. There 
is nothing of ſo high a value for which he would forſake his 
vertue. He . been as re ſolute a Martyr under N 
as he will be a profitable ALniſter under a juſt Prince. The 
reſcrvation of a life of a few dayes is not ſufficient to induce 
im to ſtain that which maſt remain in the memory of many 


ages; and the leaſt blot upon his honour would be lefle ſup 


n — 4 
* n 1 


| 
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" to him then the effvfion of all his blood. He under- 
that in the adminiftrarion ot juſtice, he 3 not to make 
bees but only to pronounce th my that he h the diſpenſer net 
te Maſter of power ; and that pane vant is inthe Law and 
mein him. And theſe are the reaſons. thar inevery cauſe he 
whes rogniſance of, he conſiders h own. which muſt one day 
ie heard before a greater Tribunal. He judges, as if Poſteruy 
were to rev ic w his decrees hereafter, and the time preſent were 
kbordinare to that ro come. Having ſeriouſly me ditated on 
the condition ot humane affaires, he c ſteemes them at their 
af raluc ,. and adds nothing to their worth by opinion. He 
neither riches nor authority (which was the ſullen hu- 
dont of the Cynicks to hate every thing that was lovely.) He 
in ſerves himſeli of them according the doctt ine of che Aca- 
fray 2nd the Licexm, who did not account them impediments 
«the Sovcraigne good, but helps and conveniences io virtue, 
I ave heard him reaſon in this manner, and lo drawn theſe 
wackfhons from his principles. In a conference | had with 
hin ſome yeares ſ ce, he ſcem'sd to me yet better then | repre- 
tat bam. So that | could got ſuffer you to te joyce alone, nor 
md his Elogy in your Letter without teſtifying to you that 1 
ms of that belictc before 1 read it, and there was nethin 
ten amongſt the excellent things you told me, The Doctour 
wat in a defyer of all Beauty, may, if you pl: aſe, ſee the an- 
ſeer | {end to the ob jections which he made againſt ir, &c. 1 


m, 
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LETTER XXXIIII. 
To Monficur L' Huillicr Councelour te the King. 


SIR, 
Burne with the fre, I have wet with in your Letters. and 1 
have got a Fever with reading them. Bur is it poſſible that 
of aire he's not been able to cure you, and that you 
cearinually bearc that heat and amorous inquietude in your 
ls it true, that having been your beleved in France, 
lam flill one of your idollsin Lorraine ? Muſt I believe, that 
jou divide your ſe lt equally between L' Califle and Amintar, 
mi chat the Miſtrefſe ha- no advantage over the Favorite? 
flnae happy enough for this, I would not change my fortune 
r 1 tor 


8 


„ 


AnNa Renne 


— « 


— 


all my ſoul, 
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for that of thoſe whom the Court adores. But I canner 
ei my felicicy funce | have your word for my aflurance , ſo i 
the Court ha's nothing to raiſe envy in me and in che pol. 
ſeſhon of a thing ſo pure and firme as your friendibip, I bam 
nothing to do with their ſmoky and ſophiſticate mcenſe, bus 
ſcofic at their fraile and ruimqus altars. Many times a whole 
people is not of ſo much value as one man, I means a perion ſo 
per ſe dt as you, who might deſerve to be Magiftiate (tor it b 
too little io ſay , a Caen) in the Con mon- wealth cf Il. 
He that chants me in the Cloſet, and preaches me up in atlem» 
blies, he that is the cauſe that the good and learned Mopheur 
Rigault, places me by the ſide of his Greeks and Rumans z pre- 
$crrs mc tome times above them, and revolts againſt holy and 
venciable Antiquity infavour of a modern Authour, Let | be- 
ſeech you, Sir, that the other Monſieur who 15 Jearned but nas 
good , know nothing at all of this. He weuld not endure wy 
good torrunc, and your favours would draw his perſecution wp 
on me, ir would be very difficult for you to pioiect him, whon 
you have lately crown'd tiom being braten down; and 
better tor me to retake my place amongſt the peaple, and n- 
neunce acrown lotull of cnyy. But if you will not permit 
me to do this act of humility, yer at the Icaſt, let me have your 
conſent to an expedient which l have juſt now conſider d dl. 
will cither keep the Crown in my Treaſury, or only weate a 
in ſecret, to avoid oftending the c yes of the Publick I' will be 
any thing you would have nic in your Letters and your appre- 
henſion, but Iwill nor p:etend to any other glory before the 
world, but to be paſſionately afle cted by you, and as 1 ab, with 


SIR, 
Junc 14. 1645. Tour, Cc. 
e. 
„  - To Monſt eur de la Ihibaud icre. 


SIR, 

F had had wherewithall to write to you, when your 

artriv'd here, I had dilpacch't him fifteen houres loones 
I have gone. But ill fortune would have it to, that Totila, who 
keeps my hands, had carried them abroad to the Towne. % | 
that | was conftrain'd to expect their returne to give atmen 
my chokr , and let you know my reſentments. Do not ar 
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difemble and play the part of a Furioſo. I am of- 


References are not ended Idiſclaime to have any thing 
ve with your Elogics ; and ſince we reg of Law hinder 
x from injoying you, | do nor only the fury of Barretry 
even blaſpheme the Goddeſſe Theme, I alfo tall foul on 
Goddefic, which you would never ſuſpect and call Ceres 
te malyr of noiſe becavie Virgil called her the twaker of Lame. 
This Epicher ha's incenſ'd me againſt her for your fake , and 
3c ved contuſion of fuirs makes me hate the Legiſlators. 
ue weeks arc paſt ſince, I began to break all rule and re- 
of diet, that I dine alwayes in allarme , and imagine 
ery moment when you ſhould arrive. The Ladies are come 
laber on pur poſe to attend your coming, and to aſſiſt me to 
large the honour of the houſe. But in the meane time in 
contempt of the Ladies and them, you render Orac les at 
— and Mevie, and give audience to Tit and 


un, &c. I am, 
f 'SIR, E 
May. 13, 1638. | Tow, Ce. 
CET TER XAEXYE 
Ts the ſame. 


Proclaime your ptobity every where , and alwayes alledge 
„ When the diſcourſe is of a faithfull man. Yer the 
mooth of July is paſt , and I have your hand and ſeal here 
which accuſes you of being not yet come. You promil'd me to 
bring plenty with you, and to ſurround me at the ſame time 
with temporal l goods, and ſpir icuall riches. Iwill believe, to 
ſpeak your language, that the inward man is cleare of all this, 
bur the exteriour ts not at all acquitted. I have ſeen neither 
the Cheeſes nor the Gennets; We Verſe nor Proſe; neither 
the Chancellour Bacon, nor the Prefident 4“ EÞagner. I know 
not what to conceive of it ſeeing the exact and punctuall re- 
qulacity whereof you make — „ and Iwill diſpatch a 
man on purpoſe to know the truth. 1 would cauſe him to go 
with this Ticket, being bound by Oath to write no more Let - 
ters: But he proteſted he would not preſent hiniſelf before you 
with empty hands. He told me morcover, out of his familiari- 
ty wkh me, chat he would allow me to make a ſermon or an 
ration, 


Oration , if I were ſoconſcientious as not to dine a Leuet 
to him; and he ha's chought himſelfe to draw two pieces out of 
his Regiſter, preſuming you will take delight to read them, be- 
cauſe he does ſo ro copy them. If Monſieur wo | ſhould 


| be glad, be may be paxtaker with you: you know | have # moſt 


particular e ſteem of his judgment, and that a young Cato s 
worth a whole ſenate of Gray-beards, That which makes me 
not to hope ill of my French, is, that he did not judge my La- 
tin barbarous, and that the inartibeiall ſimplicity of my verſe 
found favour in his eyes. Having fallen caſually from the 
mouth of him that made them, they ought to have died in the 
ſecrecy of him that receiv'd them: But their good fortune he's 
been greater than their meritzand ſnce that time they have il - 
moſt perſwadcd me to think my ſelf a Poet. Being approv'd by 
3 oe is nat leſſe of the Court of Auguſt, then of chat 
of Lewis the thirteenth, his approbation has encouraged me to 
a new heat; and the honour which he ha's done to fiveor ſu 
ſtraglers, is the cauſe that has induc'd me to form aBody of iy 
and more: which 1 beſeech you to preſent him, with the tus 
picces of the Regiſter, &c. : = 

7 


Aug. 4. 1638. Tenr, (c. 


LLTTER XXXVII. 
To' Aon eur de Bois Robert Metel, Abbot of Chaſtillon. 


SIR, 
Our Letter ef the ſixth of the paſt month, gives we 10 
new knowledge; it confirms me onely in my old opinions. 

You arc alwaics — father of courte ſies, and the common 

of the whole world. But you are principally neceſſary to the 
learned world, and the Common wealth of good Toma 
Were it not for you, the Oratours would be perpetually ex · 
claiming in their Orations, againſt the Times and Manners; 
and the Poets would do nothing in their Verſes , bur curl 
Apollo and the Muſes, The good offices which you do them 
with his Eminence, temper their bad humour, and give them 
thoughts leſs violent. So that, to conſider things from their O- 
riginall,there is no Ode nor Panegyrick at this day, whereof 
you are not the firſt Authour ; and Poſterity will be oblig'd 
to you for all the Latin and French of our Age. But be ſide the 
Panegyrick and Ode 


& c. I belcech you in the meane 
tante 
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ſecure the affaite; and ſince you know that times conſumes 
things 8s it ripens t hem, continue me your care and diligence 
doch tor the one and for the other aſſignation. I am paſſio- 


— a 
” SIR, 
| Tour, c. 
LETTER XXXVHYT. 
To the ſame. . 
SIR, ; 


— at the deſigne of Madam de Motteville con- 
ning me. I did not imagine my name was known to fo 
excellent a Perſon , and there was ſo muth goodneſs at Court 
in would oblige without importunity. As it is a fayout above the 
common Standaid; ſo my teſentments muſt not be in ah ordi- 
ty meaſure. Bur do not you counſell to depute that office 
w jour moſt reverend Lordibhip > Since you knew better how 
wo et ir off chen I, and that ſhc has been excited to a good ac- 
ton only by the inducement cf her vertue, ſhe will nor refuſe 
to continue that i Hod neſs at your intreaties, which are atten- 
ded with the force of ſo much eloquence. Your laſt Verſes ſee 
wed to me very excellent and naturall; but I have known 
long agoe, that you are none of thoſe violents that take our 
Goddeiles by force, quique in Parneſſum ir rumpuat diis homini- 
buſque invitis. Were it not for you, the compariſon of cleopatra 
would be no longer in the world ; which now cannot periſh, 
being ſhe finds her preſervation in your memorie. The care 
you have take not her is an evidence of her predeſtination, or 
i you would have me ſpeak leſs 1 heologicalh „there is no ap- 
pearance , that I ſhould nog lect that which is now more 

then mine, and which you judg'd worthy to be kept a long 
time in the Cabinet of excellent 2 ſo 1 call your memory, 
Au, Kc. I am alwaycs pen fecly, 


Detem. 36,1644. Tem, Ge. 


LETTER XXXIX. 
To Monßeur Conrart, Councellonr end Secretary to the King, 
SIR, 
M. melancholy corruprs the greateſt pleaſures of my life. 
lam unſativficd with the ſyeetneß of light, and nothing 
in 
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ſons in it, that are to me inſtead of all. You are a part ofthis 
lictle world, which I eſteem fo dear; I have choſen you with 
the ey of rhe Sun and the 88 1 in the moſt tleo- 
m nights, onl Idea fram d in my imagination 
2 me ſcuſib eee what an 

tters do, which are fo ſincete and amorous ; and infnxely 
more your preſence, which your Letters promile mc ? Bur 
there if no longer a Madam Deſloges to invite you to the vil. 
lage: and to ſuch a viſite but from the like attractive, is 
beyond the belict I have of my deſert. Nevertheleſs, it js per- 
haps a deſigne of your goodaecſs,and you have refolv'd to make 
me If there needs no more but the good interval you 

to bring me that felicity, 1 ſhall preſently betabe 
to my vom to the goddeſs ot Health for ir, I will 


her a Hymne, to obtain a months relcaſe from your Got. And 


to ſpeak my conſcience , ſhe will not more oblige me in reſſo- 
ring me the vigour of my ficft years, in giving me a ſecond 
youth, yea in giyin her ſelf ro me, then in granting me thoſe 
thirty dayes of ſo dear a ſociety. They would be dayes ofwhich 
I ſhould make benefit every moment, and would requite me 
for all the time I have loſt amongſt grating and falſe 
friends. My ſpitit which is corrupted by the neighbow hood oi 
bad examples would be reſtored to purity by your excellent 
communication, You would purge me from all the errors 
of the people, and the defects of the Count ry. Yeu would make 
me live in earneſt. The life of the fortunare Iſlands or that 
of the Chia fields ; thoſe which the Poets ſꝶin of Gold and 
Silke would be but low refemblances of it . But I muſt re- 
Preſs my courſe. Poor men are never more ſenſihle of, and more 
| afllicted with their poverty, then when they have dream'rof 
riches. I am to utmoſt of my power, and without re» 
ſerve, 
SIR, 


| Apr. 25, 1647. Your, &c, 


FINIS. 
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| | TheFirſt Book. 
LETTER 1. 


+ Promiſed me; nor from the Sorbonne, but the enjoyment ho 
the peace they accorded me, in the moſt ample form d 
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, 
M- 


Now 


Im 8 F | 
lips , of the ſon of Henn the Grext; zn acion of chat ka, 
would nor be the fai of his Hiſtory : It is not the map þ 
ner of to ſtoop at Flies. We are too inconbderable & | 
jects, for his high and redoubtable diſpleaſure. And whar pe 
| it be in a man, that is nora 


I 27 N 
4 4 


hun Armes, nor of ſtrength enough, to pile M 


S& 
: 
* 


one upon another, to eſieem hemſelf worthy of the vengeann | ® 

of Jupiter, or at leaſt, of one of his ſons ? I expect ſome of you | ? 

— GM 2nd comals., 17 
IR 


Balzac.1 June 1636. ? Tor, Gr. 


LETTER l. 
SIR, 


T muſt needs be, that either I did not deliver my ſelf wel, 
in the Conference | had with your friend, or he ill un 
Kood my intention. For 1 deſire nothing from Dodo k 
bur the r of his good opinion, which he hath ole! 


could requeſt. It would be very ſtrange, if ſhould be ena * 
to the further trouble of Negotiation and Ambaſladourt, a 
treat that old Peace anew. I believ'd that affair to be as wh $ 
dead at Poris as it was bucicd in oblivion at Ber. Thee |? 
mage which the Faculty required of me, I have already 4 
dred them; and was aſſured, that the Gentlemen were u 
wich firsfed. Hereatter Jet us viſit them as our Friends, WIE 
ceaſe ro folicite them as Judges. I conceive Doctor B. , 
himlelf, of 93 me too civilly; perhaps he e 
I ſhould have an attire of mourning , and ſufferes 7 
hair and beard to grow down to my girdle, to the eme> 
might have preſented my ſelf before him, in t ion (uy i 
accuſed and an humble ſuppliant. His Dor 17 
rity muſt not proceed fo tar. And | intreat you, tell your n 


Ya 


7 
1 
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Jen is nor reaſonable Nn le with formaliticy * 


4 More, never have an end. Im, 
ba deer, 15 June 1636. . Tag, Gr. 
2 LETTER III. 
1 

25 | Ou are not Ign- rant, that in the aftair of the Sorbonne, 1 
ms. | 1 comported my fe lf with the docility and ſlenblenefle of a 
eo | Novice: And alchough 1 had as much reaſon to maintain m 
wee. | pn N pole thera , yer I forbore to make 
1 ES HG: 

a will po one day be pro tation; and I 
_ 0 on believe that for the future l ſhall be * my 
you enbed quiet. In tormer years, 1 wazof the number of 


| hole thirflers after honour, to whom , both daies and nighes 
vere cendred reftlefle, by the defire of conqueſt. Ar preſent , 
I am altogerher another perſon; I love rather to ſleep 
Kathe filence and calm of peace, then to be wakened from my 
wpcle, by all che Trumpets of ViRory, Let us keep cloſe to 
the Pater neffer, and determine our ſelves, with the other pi 
Achat nature: ** There is none but God, that can ſpeal fly 
gel}, | e God, becauſe there is none but God that knowes God ; 
All chat men of th-mſclves ſpeak concerning him, is no 
d ether but ſtammet ing, incongruity, an d folceiſm, in the lan- 
N and ſcicnce of Heaven. And you are not to learn, 
hae, De divinisgetiam vere —_ periculoſum. I am, | 
: 81 | 


that [ | 
$ Idxec,20 June 1636. Tour, Cee. 


war! LETTER IVV. 

er, | | 

I An not much tr oubled to be dead at Paris, provided that 1 
b 309 2t Balzac; the Letter 1 writ you about eight daies ſunce, 

ven you aſſurance of this rruth , whereof a flying report 

el d you ro do bt. Though | be not ot much value, I 
e, you would have had a ſenſible regrer of my lofle; and 
of Wm greatly ſarisfid of your affe ; on. Ti c onely reſentment 
, is, that your judgment doth not appear fo favourable 


| 's Sar, as your inclination, and that you refuſe me that agrea- 
ent, which I aimeatin all my ations; I mean, the con- 
nent of having pleaſed you. You make ſcruple to pro- 
| B 3 nounce 


F M 


SIA 
RN, 30 Jane 10630. Tur, (fc. 


V. 
SIR | 
T*: objełi ons of Perir are inſuppottable, and the inter 
pregers of the Faxxbourch of St. Germen , take all ay 
words to a contrary ſenſe, I perceive, that to avoid being con- 


requires, that {or the good ofcivill ſociety , 1 my fe 
litude into a priſon , and chain up my lclf for the of my 
friends, Will the world be alwaies thus unjuſt and imperty 
nent ? and will there never be any other, to judge of the pov 
auctions of the ſoul, but lawps of fleſh and matter ? 1 
I cannor call chew beafts by a more civill expreſſion, I am, 


Bolgac, 8 july 1638, Tor, &c. 


LETTER 


1 2 8 


| rradiked, it is neceſſary that I give over ſpeaking, If lamio 
| unhsppy as to in jure my friends, when 1 — them , rens 
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SIR, 
Do not conceive that 


9 


F & E. 
LETTER VI. 


LETTER VII. 


| my euile muſt be erernal!, but hope to 
| Ile Paris once againe unleſſe you foi ſake it, and Rome allo 
fide thicher that your deſtiny calls you. But, I beſcech you 
expound me the riddles of your laſt Letters, and do not con- 
—— — to divine. 1 have no fancie to thoſe re · 
mens of prudence, which give me much trouble, and do 
es krvicce. Our commerce is moſt innocent ; and being 
wdiſperſers of erous newes, let us defic all informees, 
ad commifgries, 4 ae be refolyed to D * 


2. With Fil w fon, 1 pardon chat crack Grader 
* ſoul, n k 
Ta injuries the bath. deve me „ on conditiva_ de will 


1 
Fiat 


11 
2 
8 


I 


[1 
II 


Fr 
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am, 
SIR, | 
14 36 luly 1636, Tar, os 


LETTER VIII. 


Orleans, and the Epick Poem, I dare not mentien my own 
conccraments. It ĩs certain, this voyage will be deftruftive 
; 1 


te maryy fair you, [was infull 
expeQation to have ſcen you here, where I ſhould have cop 
traintd you, to have patſcd the remainder of the Summer 
with me. But I am too unfortunate , cyer to enjoy you; aad 
fortune will detain you at Reme, though but on 


to 
deſpight me. Let me kw, if you pleaſe , wherher your &- | 


parture from Paris will be ſuddenly ;, and, before you leave i 

take ſpeciall order for the 8 lam, a 
wet SIR 

Balzee, 1 Auguſt 1636. mos, e 


I. 
SIR, 


FI He kinſman of Fercingenterix knowes not his own def, 
4 3 Ns. Now ge culpable to c 
teſt wic concerning & | ich be '1 
eſtabliſh, in favour — — glen alt bel | 
been, a3 he pretends, ſappreſt. I am very glad to ben d 

change of gent remote employment, for one nterer us, whith 


* 


ge 
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e me hope ro find at Peris, when l take 4 journey 1hi- 
ther a purpoſe for a _ Which when have formed, 1 ſhall 
nent you in my debt for another, and think it not in poſh» 
ble, to draw hither to eate of our Muſcates, and me u itate 
qoa the of our river, The excellent Provincial, of whom 
y ſend me newes, bath you continually both in his heart and 
math, The scquiſaion you have made of this man is moſt 
ne, and you necd not doubt it. It will not fland you in much 
we, I, or indu@ry, to preſerve him, The amity of thoſe 
ele whereof you te Il me, is of another nature, It is of little 
mite”, and very much trouble. What great piry it is there 
Bald be Aſſes, which ſhould require as much guard and ob- 
; , as Lyons, | eſtceme my ſcife happy to be ſu ſcore 
ragues diſtant from that fort of men, And which is more, 1 
_ their ablence into part of the revenue of wy Houle, 
D, 


p 


1 8. Auguſt 1636. Your, Gr, 
5 LETTER X. 
2 51 R, e ; 2 
Ti rarc that 1 am miſtaken above oner, for I give but little 
* credic to the eſteeme ot great Perſons, nor tothe Teſtimony 
«the People; fo that i am not daze led with the name und dig- 


wy bf two men whoſe ſtrength and weakenedfſic | have been ac- 
ned with, eſe ten yeares, The firft, is all memory and 
; for judg ment, ihat muſt be ſgught oth rwhere : for 
in kitty Conferences that we have had together, l could never 
| Aver one ſmall glimpſe of u: A great perionage in Greek, 
Hebrew , and Atabic | but no body in the vulger rongue ; the 
ſport of Cavaliers and Ladyes, and a mcere Do@n Gratian 

| to you and me, as often as we defire rhe divert ile ment of a Co 
y. The other is leſſe tolerable , | for he will nor be flowred 
b amiliarly, nor licence the company to cave him, when they 
&hee; for other matters, you may rake my word that he is but 
a payfull Oratour , ay | took that of Morſcur Malberbe for his. 
Fecery, Heretoſore he cadanger'd my life with three gieat Ma- 
 muſcripts, or rather three great Engines in fol o, whereot One 
ins called Ouermret made & St. Martin's after Eaſter & e. Ano- 
wer, a the Emery of Princes Governours, & e. And the third, en 
Abe er Ples for the King, &c. Monſicur can beate witne!'c 
| my patience and the pe: ſecut on of this man. Be hach ma- 
| | ny 


houres then with fo much Pedanery and Fultian Gali 


8s L was caforc'd to heat, and ouſt nezds mance ſemblancey | 


approve. Neventhelefle he continues in the 1eputt of a man of 
EE: 
in dcgree more eminent _—__—— . . a, 
Balda, 15. Auguſt 1636. Tour, Gc. 
SEITAR XML 
<IR, 


O not cauſe me to languith in the cation of a pos 
- whereof your laſt Letrer gave — | 


tha Ode which muff accompliſh the felici of « bam man, and od 
8 Crowne 10 bis other Crownes , to ſpeake in the phraſe d 


Mon ſicur De la Tbibandhere. The ftanza's of Monßeur *%* ge 


not in my opinion, of the cxcellenrefi e 


There are fame verſes which I cannot reliſh ; but 


fault lyes in my palate. Is it not range that this ,, 


ſtanza's ſhould exhorr me to adore that deity, who hath ſo leng 
time derided both my vowes and my i 1 am nor ſo pet 
tinachus a Courtier, and | refigne all ny hopes and my 

fiong to him. If he receives gd war or yregs „ | have 
heretofore had jolemne offcrs of love- and f:icndſbip. Andi 
be in told, you (ball have this ; coathes have been paſl'd rome 


my hands. He that promiſes theſc wonders , is very rich uad 
32 L do not queſtion u; but J alſo know, 1harks 
underſtands not either te judge of verſe, or acquits himielt of 
bis promiſcs; inſomuch, that uale ſſe he cus his he rune 
the adventure of being but ill payd ; and i be be not ad 


tiſ d of the good things that are in his v be will never wks. 


the pain:s to obſerve them. . 
> I 5 


5 
rade, 20 Auguſt 1636. Tau, Gr. 
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| an icagce believe that he has wholly 
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LETTER XI. 


mM diſcourſe of this Country hath been ne other for this 


month, but of the ſpictuall works of Manßeut Gedean. 1 
a l 5 orreen me 5 and [ 
tak ther faue preſent will at length be ſent me. Howe ver it 
ke, be hath too great an opinien of my patience, and will not 
vere me in manner of a a keene tie. I am 
mack note forward and diligent then he; for l you this 
_ . that which 1underſtood but laſt — 1 de- 
tr to lee. You may know by Monfeeur de la Hogrette this 
n d Anguiter is no . mp She is extreamaly 
vimired by thoſe that ſee. her; ovgh the be but ſeldowe 
tiedle, and allowes rhe greater port of her houres to none but 
her ſelfe ; yet her rare merit juſtihes her from any ones exce 
tons at her ſolitary humour, She 3 that ſhunns 
of men and ſe. Iv ng, People ſpeak not of her bue 
iy anjeQure and divination. ne ſhe ſlud yes, and 
her ſelfe in her Cabinet; yer the cannot al we es fo 
but her doore, but fame finds an entry , and reportes us 
tfetidings, That rambling goddefie fe peates to us continually 
kane plcaſenc things which the hath gathered from the mouth 
Ach Sedentary divinity. Whercupon we make our benefir 


| ud Monkeur De le Thibaudicre keeps. the regiſter. In a ſhort 


_ you ſhall ſee the Collection with his Commentgrits. 
an, SIR 
Kdte, 30 Auguſt 1636, 5 T. ur Oe. 


LETTER XIII. 
STR, 


Our Letcers are my ſweeteſt conſolations , and 1 receive 
none, from which 1 do not find good , 7 — dayes after. 
your t 1 met with one of our baniſh'd friends, it had 
been anript and ſcal'd again before it came to your hands. Is 
ſranes if it had carried any matter of danger, and which ſmelc 
ofthe bad aire of Bruſſel/s from whence it came, they would not 
hare been contented , to have onely open'd and recloſ'd it, 


| Theſe curioſitics are not at all commendable. But I defire no 


further light in this buſinefle, and you would diſabl e me if 


my complaint come to any other cares. My proceedings have 
miſreported to you, nor have I ſtript me to my __ ac- 
cord in g 
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cording to your information. Indeed I have changed the 
ture net etna that fell to me in partage, and 2 
nx in lieu of land; but my revenue is not at all ftrei 
thereby. The houſe which my father built, and would paſle foe 
i at Foris , deſerves to be rocain'd; my brothers 
more capable of the care that it requires, then 1 ; fo he ſhall 
have the propriety, and I will paitake of the accommodation 
with him, | am raviſhed with the eſteem you make ofthe Le. 
ter, to Madam d Angniter , ſhe hath cauſed copies of it ug file 
hour all Guienac; and I am not able to make it any low 
ger a lecrer, lam, 
SIR, 


alder, U Septemb. 1636, Tur, Oe, 
| | LETTER x. 
SIR, 


* 7 Ill you never ceaſe to be thus credulous to m 
Vp. this is the ſecond time that your cal 
has done me injury; 1am wholly a ſtranger to that great and 
intimate friend you tell me of, and my memory docs not 1 
ford me any repreſentation er ſhadow of him; if I have ever 
ſeen him , 1 no regard of him, it was cither in a drean, 
or ina croud; or perhaps it was one day, that my fight un 
not well clear'd , and | brought no attention to the obxt 
that paſſed before me. Fo it is, that wherher I have r 
this great and intimate friend, or never knew him, thaths 
name never came into my memory , or immediately vanilhe 
thence, 1 uttecty renounce his friendſhip, You may pleaſe w 
know once for all, that the paſſion l have for. you, is in 2 
common meaſure, nor ſuch as will permit me to be in neutr 
lity. 1 am none of thoſe ſages, that love with ſo much it 
ſer vedueſſe ard circumſprction. I approve ſometimes of brex 
ches, open declarations, and Ligues offenſive and defenfive. And 


if this perſon were not an incegnite, but my own brother, that 


had attempted your miſchicf, I ſhould never be induc'd u 
| pardun him, * it were onely at your interceſſion. I an, 
| SIR | 

|  Bdlxs, 15 Septemb. 1636, Tour, Gr. 
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LETTER RV. 


IX. 1 
ys. muſt indulge my humour, that I cannot at preſent be 


ſerious with you, 1 he pleaſant newes of your Letter hath 

panſported me into ſuch an exceſſe of jollay, that it is not 
u power to refrain ſmiling. You tell me, you are received 
by favour , into the Academy of good wits, and | would fain 
widerftand, who received the good wits, that reccived you ? 
upon what grnund i the ir authority eſtabliſhed, and whence 
have they the approbetion to be currant } What are thoſe great 
perſonages, that have done this eſyeciall grace to Monheur 
Chqelaia + from what new diſcovered Countries, art theſe er- 
ordinary men arriv'd ? who, that they may confer honour 
on Monſicur Chepelain, muſt needs be of 5 more worth, 
then Monſicur the Cardinall of Perron, and than Monſieur 
the Prefident de Thon? Tell me yet further, 1 beſeech you, what 
& that you call, DitcRor ? an that which , What eves 
wonders you Te me thereof, ”_ will ſcarce per 
ſuade me, and I (hall find a great deal of teluctaney, to 

the nat Sun you ſpeak of. Some have given me intelligence 
of it, asct ® fatall Comet, that threatens us, and a terrible 
thing , and of more dread, then the holy Inquiſition. The 
ure, that it is a tyranny, which muſt be eſtabliſh't over al 
wits, and to which it is required, that all makers bf Books 
ſhould yield a blind obedience, If it be fo, | am both a Re- 
belland a Heretick, and intend to liſt my ſelf on the (ide of 
* tar This 4 a 3 2 but moſt true. Vou 8 

perſon I can allow, to veraigne of my liberty. An 

Ichete be no means to live tees the world, I en- 
tear you, let me not be —_—_— to acknowledge, either in 
Vaſc or Proſe, any other juri _ but yours. lam, 
| IR, 

Ae, 23 Septemb. 1636. Teur, Cee. 


8 LETTER XVI. 
IR, 
Crave your pardon, for wy over great èredulity; ſorgive 


Ae, I beſeech 8 fears and my alarms, I am in dtesd 


«fall lort of yoaks, Tyranny caſts me into fear, even in 
the hiſtories of Athens and Syracuſe. I was ill informed of the 
ature of your Academy; without queſtion , the picture that | 


| WAS 


vis dd rc at my lodging , where we partet| wich rears and fr. 


ages; and we intended toon do Oveſits | 
which 1 have wi. iceen of him, and you Tb W 
Hiftoty. | H 


13 . Familiar Letters. Book l. 
was ſent me of it, was not drawn after the life. You have done 
me the kindneſſe to undeceive me; and | well ſee, this new 
SHeiety will be none of the leaſt glories of the Ki 
Friace; it will raiſe jeabouſie, and perhaps envy, in lich. 
Ki have any vkill in drawing a Roroſcope , & will in a there 
ſpace become the Oracte, « all civitiz'd Enreze. I am 
3 be Nreper of the Sraler. and NMonßeur sum, 
are admitted of it. But | be alſo comentrd, dat fone 
others, which have been named to me, were not ; of, atleaſt, 
that they had no defiberarive voire. ir would be well, T 

farafed themſelves wich placing the chaires, and to nd 
mut the door. The R q 
licy*ef Beadles or ryers ; ſr were neceflary , that they 
made up2 pare of your body , as the Uſhers are part of the 
Partiament. But it may be, | am miſtaken in my latter news, 
and they which were mentioned to me, have not rectivedhe 


wer Sag Wye ao 3 * now better hoy 
to chooſe, By all means 1 de e 
ders of Reademicians, and chat you remember at your ith 


firring, w ſeparne the Parriciees - a Petr. | am, 
b 


Baer, 30 Sepeewb. 1636. Toer, Gr. 


8 LETTER XVI. | 
8 | 
Hare received Letter of rhe twentieth of this Mau, 


2 und deftoretd. che e carefles on ic , that 1 us'd to the fi + 


mer; I kid ir, as 1 rend it, which is nor a ceremony wi 
exxwple; the cu Borrouhes performed that reverence 
all choſe he recrived from the Cardind! of Perron. Having e- 
uy it, and done my derotions to k, I tre aſur d x up m By 
Concerning that other, Which 1 , tit to thar poor 
Gentleman that is flain, tis glory to me, that the Prat 
does not diflike it, Bur all the glory in the world tas 1 
eharmes enough, to cauſe me to forget che loſſe | ſuffer of thu 
n ſo dear unto me. When he forſbok P erit to run 

ath, which awaited him before MaeFricht ; he came w 


row: Between us there was a ſworn friendſhip, of rhe hetbieil 
5 2228 


de no more, then the preface ut our 


4 
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on then have faid, ef entire Volumes, and 1 know not how 

Decades 1 had defign'd bim, if his courage, which was 
bb ruine, had allowed me leafure to compoſe them > Thus we 


popol® mighty enterpriſes upon Ex:th , and are great under- 


Mais dani be ciel on ſe me de nous 
Prejebeit, un jour, reverend Pere Arnoux. 


Bur, as of old the reverend Arnen/d taught , 
Heaven ſcorns our plots, and brings our hopes it» 
naught, 
'SIR, 


| am, 

Balxec, 6 Otob. 1636. Tow, Cc. 
LETTER XVIII. 

SIR, 


18 extreamly ſativhed with your Letter, and as muth He- 
| ar che requeſt which was made me, by our triad of 
ge not but tha 1 do very readily accord it to him, 
ut Tor dat 1 am of the of that houeſt man of old, 
Who (aid , He had rather have an cuersge done him, then an 
jury vere v0 his ren fon. 1 never heard ef fo pleaſant n 
Rep! wad if 1 did believe him the Author tit, 1 Would 


forth, und therefore hall diſcover no farther to you. 


, Was not d eg, ck 

und is + left the name of {infringes aa ſhould Ne 
| np fears what he ſhould rather defite , and which 
dRothan would have peerived m 2 great piece of Honour. 
Nis de never hoard of thoſe grinder proetextery , che Scho- 
Ae Cine: They were of greater 1 , they com- 
nad Armics, and were Confals ar che fame time; and af- 
urn, did net woroune it an affront, ro be trested 5s 
— Bur wust w de ſay, when he fhalt ſee in the 

Nn, that Nina is in divers places called ny 


= 
R . 


Arresi 


14 Familiar Letters. 
and even without the additions of brave, valiant, or 
aus. Such men as are illuſtrious, owe a great part of 
ry to time 1, but illuffrious are indebred , for nem 

irs. By conlequence, tero forts of glories, are 

different, and one is fairer then the other: I he glory of youch 
i a light, as it were , proper and naturall to it, and which x 
frems rather to produce, then receive; the glory of riper ag: 
js a light tetcht from abraad, either gotten or borrowed, 

ariſes more out of exploits and actiom, then from the z 
' and hath greater advantage dy the length of life, then the ne- 
dlencile of the ſubject. Bur without further Philolsphizing 
glory, it is neceſſary to comply with the fancies of Leaguedsc , 
and to deal with the world _— to its humour, lam, 

SIR, 

Idee, 14 OKob, 1636. Four, (oc. 


LETTER XX. 


EEX. 


11 them as you pleaſe ; and 2 


determined 
N22 
to exerciſe your right, I now ſend 
with a declaration to 


trac 
Tie char the le you 


ſeur C n's, lincc 

ding to | of the Apoſtle. It muſt needs be 

fy ir Roto ink dy ee 
jon of thi | iſh'd, are one ly to 

difficulcics, after — eat are — If it were other. 


wile, and you the author of this ſubtlety, I believe, 1 ſhould 
have known intention two monchs ſince, and you i | 
ccived ſatisfaftion. Bur there is no ground of licelyhood for 


. this, nor to accuſe you, as the enemy of Spring, and in 
Roles, I do not imagine, that you 4 to oldage, and th 
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ook I. Familiar Letters. 15 
ur actions being infinite ly fair, you would defalk the moity 
Acker 8 and your glory , which has appeared to great 
edranrage , for that you perform d them in the earlinctic of 
youth. The number of iluſtrjous men is far greater, then 
bh of illuſtrious youths; and C 14 wepr , becauſe he was 
got iljuftrious till his maghood. Valeries Coruimt was called 
, afrer he had been Conſul ; and Scipio and Pompey , 
iter they had 2 Yer none of them miſiiked the tail · 
lery of he people of Rome, or complained, ai being treated as 
men» Virgil did not think I ſhould offend the vidori- 
2 when he tearm'd him, as I you: 


Hunc ſeltem ruerſe Juvenem ſuccurrere ſdcls, 
Ne probibete : 


Cicers ſpeaks often of Brutus in the ſame . and his prin- 
aps juventatis ſignifies no more, then the illuſtrious youth of 
our di ſe. He calls Hircins aad Penſa, who were created 
Conkuls the year that Caſar was ſlain, duos grandes protextanes , 
which is a title wichour compariſon , more liable to raillery 
then mine. Notwithſtanding vc ncver heard, that they were 
ſenndali d at it, or that any perſon demanded reparation on 
their part. On the contra y, Feneci the father , thought it ſo 
22 be choſe rather to deſigne them by this word, then by 
ir proper names. In illo atyiolo, in qu duet grandes pretextatos 
at ſecum decl amare ſolitot, potui il ud ingenium . quod ſo- 
| lam populas Romanus par imperio ſu» babuit. YOuy that know all 
this, and much more, are not, without doubt, but the incerpre- 
ter of ſome friend a little too nice, and you 1elate me his con- 
ten, and aot your own. One of theſe daies, per hape, he will 
adviſe Don Gu, and the Duke of _—_— ro Change their 
men, becauſe they contain {omerhing of Garcon, and 
lifent, Prudence hath both its baunds, and irs cxce!ics. This 
perperuall circumſpection, is a troubleſome vertue; and it 
were better to be a little heavy and blockiſh , then to take fo 
auch pains tobe wiſe, lam, 
SIR, 


beider, 14 ORtob, 1636. Your, xc. 


C LET: 
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1 LETTER XX. 
ia, : 
He Ode of the Poet of nincreen years ola s no defpicable 


beginning. But though you had not ſent mae the name of 


his Matter, | mould cafily have conjettur'd him, by the 
co , which his Scholle: beflowes on the goddefle Fla. Such 
are the erroneous raillerics of our dear friends the followers of 


Ceporalli, Thoſe people ate neither acquainted with the narwe 


of our Language, nor the genius of our Poctry. They account 
it a hne fancy to make the fatal fifters laugh, and to Mace the Pau 
of Venus upon Minerva's face. We date not allow our fc]ves that 
licence, and ſheuld look _ ſuch encravagancies a4 unſuffer- 
able in a novice. Ig may be the Poet will retorme himklf 
* with the increaſe rs, and ſome charitable friend will d- 
rec Him tr r way. If he be apprehenſye, and te- 
nd Monſieur c bapelain tor his example, whoſe ſtyle is fo challe 
2ndorderly , tn poſſible he may become a very gallant au 
Bur if he adhere to the advices of his Maſler , he 1s loſt beyond 
recovery, Let hum therefore chooſe according to his capacity, 
the or the evill thc is fer before him: tor if be continge 
in that manner he has undertaken , I muſt give him the 1 
ſwer , that he js likely ro become one of the moſt ridiculow 
Foers of our age, l am, | 


i 3 
Balxac, 20 . — Tour, et. 
a . 
8 l R, 
He Letter which I lately received from Monſeut de ca 
miert hath comforted me in a gieat meaſure z; and the 
ſignifcation of the happy newes of your returne , hath gan 
me aſſurance of a good, het enf | began to de ſpaire. So dn 

iſe my ſelſe the ſelicity of embracing you, before I lea 
Paris and the in joyment of that defireable aſternoon, « 
which your ing: gement hath raiſ d an ai dent cxpeRation. The 
benefit of it wil} be, that I ſhall returne into Berbarie wah 
= benediction, which cannot but carry happineſic with. 

u 


t you will do yet ſomewhat more; you will enable me to * 


# fiſt rhe badneſſe of the aire for a long time; you will fortibe me 
with preſcrvatives aud receipts againſt the Contagion of Gal 
matias, Gibbriſh , and Solcciſmes of Gaſceny , and other Ike 
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popular lar evills which ſcize upon out great Lords, after fout 
wonths cont inuance in the County, 1 bumbly thank you be- 


| fre hand, for the good you will du me, and am, 
| 4 


IR, 
kam, 15. May. Tour, (3c. 


LETTER XXIII. 
SIR, | 

O ſatisſie your goodne's, and give you the account of my 
— nail tell you, that l am happily ati ved at 
my own houſe, and that | met with neither War not Enemics 
berwixt Parit and Angouleſre 3 the news of the coming of Mon- 
feuc the Count de Brajiac, had before cleat'd the wales of all 
bad company; he n, undeniably, that Vir quis, in the firſt of 
the Encids, wholc appearance is able to appeaſe a popular ſe- 
dition ; And you muſt grant me, thit in bij counte nance he 
ries ſome Lind of re lem lance of Neptune, when he growes 
n choler agaioſt the winds. ] beſecch Heaven, that the cure 
= other diſlempers, be, of no greater difficulty then this ; 
ind thar the Croates put us to no more trouble then the Cre- 
pus. They have done too much for good 2 and too 
ale for Rebels. This is alla an efft ct of the Kings fortune, 
Under bis Raign, even wickedneſs it ſelfe is innocent, and fu- 
j u dilcrert and reſpecttull. We will treat of this another 
ume mare at laige : | have nced of reſt, and you are not con- 
tern 1 with Politicks; I am, 

SIR, 


| Wric, Tour, Wc, 
18 LET. XXIII. 


— is then at the Gates, ſince the Enemy hath gotten 
Spallage over the River of Soame. V our Leiter has made me 
ke ot your inc onveniences, and Knowing you to be in trou - 

„I cannot reliſh my own repoſe. If the condition of affaires 
grow worſe, | do not queſtion but you have choiſe of ſandua- 
es, The place chat ſhall reccive your flying Muſes, will be e- 
rer glorious by that honour, and ſhall in future ages be re- 
nowned for the retreat ot thoſe A luſtrious Gueſts. But you 
— r, that in that caſe, you cannot edvige any 
other cave e, wahage dojng e and if there be 
one glance of Peace n e River Loire, you will find 
* 2 at 


18 Familtar Letters. Book]. 


it more ſerene in our Village, then amongſt our Neighbours, { 
con ure you therefore in all affed on, ro grant me this favour 
which lde vand of you, and come take full poſſcſhop of 3 
{mall $:igncurie, The Pucelle ſhall enjoy her intire liberty aud 
be abſolure Miſtreſs of the Houſe, I am ready to meet you 
farre as Hurt, wnleſs you had rather | ſhould lend the Seigneur 
Torila with my Caroach, for the more convenience of your 
journey. I expect your anſwer, and 1 7 
» 
Ba/zdc, I/ 1636, Yours, Cc, 


LET. XXIV. 
SIR, 


muſt know my ſelſe better. I have not fo well deſery d at 
fortune, as to hope the happineſle of « ſeeing you here z and [ 
confeſs it no ſmall preſumprion, to have flarter'd my ſelſe with 
ſuch a thought, but you know that great paſſions are ſomcrimes 
inconſiderate. and # anon credulous. They that have forward 
deſires, fall into dreams, ahhough they do not ſlee p. Pardon 
me therefore hat I have transgreſs'd, and live ail at Paris 
with more quiet and ſweetneſi, then the ſtate of the times and 
the face of affairs ſeem to promiſe you a month longer. For the 
Marotte or trifle you ſpeak of (ſo you are pleas d to term the 
deſign of your Poem) I have a greater eſteem of it, then ef im 
Scepter wharſoever. I am farre from adviſing you to abandon 
that enter priſę which you have attempted with the yowes and 
applauſe of all France. Nor will I be ſo cruell an enemy to he- 
ſterity, as ro ſtifle Acroes and Heroeſſes in their Cradle. Seck 
another Counſcllour of your Parricides, and do not believe 
that 1 appro ve what hath been inſpir'd you by your evill At 
gell; k am. 
| SIR, 


Balxac, 30. Aug. 1636. Your, (9% 


LET.XXV. 
SIR, 


12 dayes ſinee, I receivd the Book of Monſieur Henias, 
which was Printed by the Elze vir. It is bigger by a th 
Jet vichſtuni- 


port then the Manuſcript that was ſhown you. 
ix contains nothing in all that bulk to our purpoſe, 0 
thing which 1 could nor defeat with advantage, if I were! 
perſon inclinable to quarrel, and did not prefer 
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dove my reputation. But I do not reſent matters fo deeply. 
md have leſs thirſt after glor then ſome have imagined, It 
3 not my deſign to aſlemble the people, and make paſtinac to 
the ſpectators. And though [ may pals for « Craven in the 
Country of Latin, I hall not be accountcd a lefs honeſt man 
x che Houſe of K amboxiller. You have goodneſs enough to con- 
frye that happineſs you gain'd for me there, l mean the eſteem 
ef the two divige Perſons. And remember them on oppor - 

maity,that in the quality of one ſick and afflicted, I do at leaſt 

keſet ve ſo much friend ſhip, as to be 9 

I 


Mr; 4 Noverb. 1636, ; Tor, toc, 
LETTER KNVIE. 
SIR, 


| Had not ſo great apprehenfions of fear for my Paquet, as for 
It was a long time before | heard any tidings of it, and 


11 to be jealous of your welfare. We drink your health 


here ſolemnly w.th the Marquiſs of er. And there 
med nothing either in our Cups, or our Wiſhes, that might 
make you as ſound and Rouciſhing, as Marc Anthony, and Dolu- 
kill, It muſt be ack1owledg'd that this Marquihs is a Cavalier 
efgreat worth, and very Eatreing of your affect ion and e- 
As for me, I expe2 extraordinary pertornfances from 
h and that which was told me a hile ſiuce of the late Mon-; 
kur his Brother, ſeen s ot good conceĩt. That Madam bis Mother 
did not begin ber teeming but with 4 Hero, that ſbe might at length 
| content ber [el fe with bringing forth « Man. But I ad joyn thereto, 
Nhat ſhe hath been very happy to ſucceed twice in ſo high and difficult 
OP. I have loſt the Sonnet that /conlecrates the me- 
mary of the deceaſcd, and which you beſtowed on me at Paris. 
le pleaſed to oblige me with a Copy, and make me partaker of 
of your other rarities, lam, 
SIR, 


| daleſme, 18 Novemb. 1636. Tour, Cc. 


LETTER WAVE. 
= 


| lars you will have it ſo, that I muſt be inde bted to the ho- 
che 


neſt Camuſat, for the Preſent you ſent me, you muſt do me 
farout ro return him many chanks, it is fitting 
that good man be admitted of our Society, and become our 
a B 3 an- 


| 3 51A, 
Balrec, 29 Novemb. 1636, | Tr, Ct. 


. LET, XXVII. 
; Tee 74 is doubly admirable,borh in her pe, 


LI 
N 


and in your Veiſe, But I am much afraid ſhe ſhoulds- 


duce you wo prove incon(nt to the Virgin of or and that | 


the living will can ſe the dead to be forgotten. You muſt tale 
heed & drawing the reproath'of fo great Wong wget 
and remember that there lies a vo upon your debgn, and by 
conſequence his Holineſs himſe I, according to the o of 
moſt Didines, is not able ro-diſcharge you fiom it, As for my 
lelfe, I ſpend my leaſure aftet my ordinary cuſtome, I meditate 
all day, and would be lie ve not without Tucceſs, becauſe you 
ate latished therewith. If Heaven would bleſs me wich that 
great benefit of health, I ſhould endeavour to content you 
ter aryther manner, and my ſpirit being at liberty, its ele. 
tions would be farre more ſtrong and vigorous, notwi 

ing you beſtow the term of Sublimirie upon the Jaſt com 

on of mine you recciv'd, But in concluſion, behold a paſſage 
not unpleaſant. You requeſt my permiſſion to diſpaſe of a ſheet 
of Paper in your hands, and will not touch my Trifley without 
ſolemn licence, you, that have ſovetaign powet to diſpole & 
my life and fortunes. Either you ate ignorant ef that poW, 
or dillemblc it; in plain terms, y ou are too ceremoniotts, 11 
tod great a formaliſt, for a man on this ſide the Neun 
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Anenine bred up in the Court of Rome, could have done 
mere. , Withour queſtion, ſaying to me, con licenge, you 
nul have the echo anſwer, con autherite, To finith my Leiter 
mike language of the Country of Complements, V f gnoria & 
Mane; although 1 am ia all the rigour of truth, 

E SIR 

Aire, 1 Deccmb, 1636. | 1 car, Ce. 


LETTER XXIX. 


SIR, 
> Joan urgency of buſineſs has drawn me by force out of my 
& repoſe. I have been in my travels almoſt theſe tive weeks ; 
«preſent I am in tle Province of Limeſai, where 1 rcceiv'd 
your Letter of the fix and twentieth of the laſt moncth, and 
that t Poem you did me the favour to ſend in compa- 
2 it. It was opened in the inchanted Cloſct, and by 
Desloges. 1 was made choiſe of to read it, and I can 
alure you without flattery, there was no Etanza that wanted 
acclamation, and moſt of them had their applauſe redoubled. 
That which we read of Mon{icur de Grafſe, is alſo highly e- 
fleemed. Do mc the favour as to aſſure him of the fidelity and 


| conſtancy of my paſlion. I believe him of goodneſs enough to 


compaſſionate my a fflictioa, and not to require of one incum- 
bred with the maltitude of affairs, all the civilities that a man 


of teature can render him. Without anſwering to the Poſt- 


ſcripr of your Letter, I would have you undcrſtand, I have 
no moe remembrance of my obj: &iens, and am well ſacished 
with your anſwers. It is time to go on ſeriouſly with the great 
Work ; You muſt diſpute the place with Virgo, unleſſe it be 
that you honour Antiquity, and beat reſpeR to your Predecel- 
four; in which, though your worth may give you the priority, 
Jour modeſty will induce you to follow. lam, 


4 


Lembertie, to. Decemb. 1636, Tour, Cc. 


LET. XXX. 
SIR, 


infinitely va lue the the pet ſon of our friend, and I ſbeuld 
Jdefice his alliance with paſſion 5 but it will be difficult 10 
wcommode matrers to effect it. The young Ladic's heal 
B 4 is 


n 
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the Cardinall de Ia Valette, and other great Lords of the Coun, 


don as ſelte. Onely for the future, it is requiſite that 1 


23 Familiar Letters. 
—— choſe 11 firious Names, in the Hifloryof the | 
wears u in 
Cardinall Beativeg/is, and that of the Preſident de Theu. And 
from hence ariſcs that haughtineſſe of yang 
French Company, and contempt of all kinds of kel 
and Profeſlions, though cloath d in Purple, and plac'd upca 
cloth of Flowers de Lys. Her Mother thoughes lefs hugh, 
and more favourable to the long Robe, Nevertheleſs, 1 an 
tell you, ſhe is ſollicited ever tay by divers perſons of quali- 
ty, and in the humour ] left her yeſterday, a Counſellour ei 
c Grand Councill would not ferve for her Daughter, ut 
twenty thouſand Crowas would be too narrow a fortune fac 
ſuch a perſon. At Peris, men arc poor with ten thouland 
Livres of Rent, but in Y in and Xaintonge, a farre leſſe eſum 
is Riches. A moderate Revenue is plenty in this Country, and 
we commit exceſs upon that which would one ly ſuffice to ei 
tertain your ſobrietie. You may read an Epigram of , 
to this purpoſe, in which, vhat ever he ſpeaks of Rome, is cleav 
ly applicable to your City of Paris, I am, 


SIR 
Angouleſme, 20 Decemb. 1636, "Your, Gr. 


958 LET. XXXI. 
SIR, 


| Þ He Letter I ſent you in favour of Reſciut, is not comper 
of a ſiyle ſutable to the guſt of our ſevere friend. Butl 
conſidered in what manner Cicrro us'd to deal with the R 
of his time, | remember, I have ſeen this treated by Monbexr 


as a perſon of honour, Can ir be defired, that Philolophy ſhould 
be more ſtately, and diſdainfull then Greatneſs > One 20 
of civilitic which draws not to a conſequence, is different tn 
proſtitut on every wy to which Iam not inclin'd to aba 


Complements be ſotue what more rare. The greateſt part of #y 
correſpondents write me Letters to no other _— but v 
ſhew the anſwers ; and ſo I am made the Martyr of their va 

tie, and that troubleſome reputation which you and my oda 
good friends have beſtowed upon me. Ler us ſcek out a em 
dy for this evill, and take lea ve of the World once for all, & 
leaſt let us make 8 Truce withall the M iti for twenty 7 
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repoſe our ſelves during chat f. O happy reſt l ia 
whac pare of the world du thou ? 2 
thee > I defire not but this onely thing, though 1 have need 
| very many other. I wiſh ncither applauſe, nor praiſc, not 
glory, nor fortunes, nor dignities. Quid concupiſcem quaris . 
gp? Dermive, I am, 1 
3 


ec, 19 Detcemb. 1635, Tear, Oc: 


p 


LR 
5 
. 
% 
* # 
2 


< 


The End of the Firſt Book. 
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The Second Book. 
” LETTER 7. 


Ou are not weary of obliging me; all my Letten 
give yo ſome trouble, and all yours afford me 

dene 
a continuance of that commerce wherein 
alvaies gain advantage, and you become ibe 
loſer. For, upon the reckoning, yeur hours 
might be more profitably imploy'd, and on greater concem. 
ments, My ſmall intereſts cannor deſerve the care you * of 
| them. 
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t. The laſt of the twelfth of this month, | 


ea 
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the. Bur chat means is there to reſtrain the genernhcie of 


your mind > This ative wiſdom that ad jvyns good deeds tb 


od Counſells, tranſcends all the diſcourſes of ſpeculative 

lofophers, who have treated of the duties of friendſhip, 
You practiſe much more then they ever knew in ptece t. They 
drew the Idea of perfect friends, and you accompliſh the de- 
fan. am happy to be the ſubjeR you jvere pless d to mate 
nile of to that eſtect, and to garher the fruit of your aff, t 
wh'ch I do with all acknowledgmencs of — N 
ſhall never be any pet ſon more then my ſelſe, 


Salter, 4 Januar. 1637. Your, Ct. 


LETTER 

SIR, | 
yo ſcruple touching the affairs of England, is not wth- 
out ſuſhcicnt grotinds. As for the term of Divine, in the 
oo where it is, & cannot give offence to any. Ii true, of 
er times it hath bctn fo debaſed, that 1 made conſcience to 
beftow it on Axrtemie, otherwiſe Madam the Marchiont fs de 
Ranben illet. Nevcrrhetels ſhe may pleaſe to confider, that fg 
there are falle Divrinicies, fo there are alſo true, and ſhe is of 
this latter ſo t. If they of the Court commit Idolatry, at are 
religious in the Village; and ſhe 35 one of the principal objects 


ol the devotion of nr Province, But, to clear this matter in 


another reſpe& ; Are there not ſome Heavens higher then ©- 
thery ? Are there not different degrees of Glory, and Crowns 
of _ value ? yer ſomewhat further ot the juſtice and in- 
p ice of Ep thetes. There is the ajvine Aretine, whole divinity 

beyond my comprehenſion: But there is alſo the divine Pla, 
whole wit ra viſhes the prudent Guidricione with admiration, 
and whom St. Augri/ine, prefer d above all the gods Anti- 
qlity ador'd. I am, 

SIN. 


Vere, 15 Januar. 1637. Teur, (oc. 


LETTER III. 
SK, - ; 
Our diſcretion makes you as happy, 8s the want of it ren- 
ders me otherwiſc. The greateſt 4 my diſadvantages are 
hence occa ſioned, and in earneſt || Nand as much in need of 


your prudence to deport my ſelf hand ſome ly, as I do of _— 
duc 


26 Familiar Letters, 
Such a depth of melancholly has '4 me for this fr, 
ride ps 


| SIR, 
Balxac, 25 Janu. 1637. | Tour, (c. 
. 
SIR, 
N this miſcrable world, I account perry Miſchicfs inthe rank 
of Gods, and ara therefore leis ſollicitous to bemoan you 


indiſ poſit ion. There wants but little to cauſe me rather to cos · 


tratulate wich you, fince ir allowes you ability enough to m 
nage all your affairs both of great andł leſs importance, and is 
no — 2 to your compoſit ion of Rondeaux, in conta 
ation of your Heroick Poem. This is an excellent languib- 
ment, and the beſt quali d diſtemger 1 ever yet heard cf; 
mine arc of a farre different nature. The greateſt part of the 
time 1 am equally uncapable bah ot action and repoſc, either 
to pleaſure others, or latisfe my ſe lie. 1 have been harrahd 
with the crueliy of this malady above a moneth, without fo 
much intermiſſion as to read the Treatile of Monſieur de **, 
For the Philoſophicall diſcourſe, it was taken out of my hands 
the ſame day | rece.v'd it; and Monſicur de Braſſac, who had 
poſſe ſſion of it ſince, hath not yet ſiffered me to ſee any more 
then the Priv.ledge, and the prefatory Epiſtle, If he ſhould 
condemn me to ſtop there, it would be no great in py ua 
patience. For to tell you freely, I have more longing tor the 
light of your Ver ſes, then for the Proſe of thoſe Genulemen, 
But that is a happineſſe out of the way of my Fate. ſince yes 
have not confidence enough in me, to ſend me one ſmallirs 
ment of that admirable Maſter- piece. I beſeech you, let h 
the impot tunit æ of my intreaties give you caulc of ne 
' e 


and motion, There 
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love ſhall not ceaſe to continue in the ſame Servout , although 
I have ao hope of ſucceding, 1 am, 21 


Bal xac, 6. Febru. 1637. Tour, Cre. 
EFF 


SIR, | 

Aving nor yet received N:wes from you, 1 remaine 
Hef ired where: the Lacks work be MP Notwith- 
ſtanding it be the production of an Author, that eſteems not 
himſelf.» ſtranger to the Country of Cicero, and makes choiſe 
of no bad examples for his imitation. It is therefore injui 1008 
to accuſe the Counſellour you know of, for the father of ir. 
For in my judge ment, his writings arc ot another nature, His 
Verſes have ſome found, and the confidence of the age of Sta- 
tins and Jru-nal. But every part of this is empty, ſhallow, 
and rumid, ſtuck thick with high words of no ſignificance z and 
this harmonious obſcurity is ofrentimes the cauſe, that the 
Readers ſuſpe& a Myſterie, where: there is nothing but Bom- 
baſt. The other piece is of more ſoliditie, and better con- 
texture. Tha, if you pleaſe, may ſerve for a univerſall Aniwer 
to all the perpetual impertinencies, which ſhall be ſpoken or 
written againſt me, to the end of the world. 1 am, 

; SIR, 

Balg ac, 16 Feb. 1639. > "> Yours we 


LET. VI. 
SIR, 

| is not poſũble, for the clouds of my melancholy to be- 
come ſo unpenetrably thick and gloomy, but thas your Let · 
ters clear a Fig to let in ſome glimmerings of day, and 
brightne ſle. They bring with them ſich ſmall rayes of joy, as 
$ receive at the opening of their grates. The Epicure 
Colathes, with his great Mittain, wherewuh he arm'd himſclfc 
againſt Winter, enforced me to e in the bitter neſſe of 
my pains; and I think an intire diſcourſe of that ſtrain, would 
d wonderfull cheerfulne ſſe to poor calamitous perſons. 1 
acquieſce in the greate ſt part of thoſe gdvices Where with you 
are pleas d to fav ur me. But with your permiſſion, I ſhall of- 
fer my moſt humble Remonſtrances upon ſome of them, yet 
with no intention of being opinative againſt you. You know 
I do not believe my own opinions for good, but when I have 
| x per- 


144 wat 


— 


28 Familiar Letters. Book Il. 
ſwaded you to allowance, nor have an aſſurance of ans 
— 4 till on conkim it to be n to the reſt of the Co- 
pic, inſtcad of ſending me the places to be review'd, it were bei · 
tet ro /prinkle them with a parcell of fair Aſtcrilms, withou | 
other ceremonies, There will be great pleaſure ro ſee the 
Grammar iam cxctciſe their wits upon thoſe vacunies, and take 
much pains to fill them. Ar the worſt, the Reader will e 
drawn io a belief, that they are paſſages the Cor ic dot w | 
kill to uncypher, *Tis the cafieſt of all remedigs, aud Þ 
ſparc no ſmall labou: to your ſelfe and me. I believe the C 
cill of Flanders would have bee n half wild to have incountred 3 
the like difficulty, becauſe they ſhould be obliged to await x 
Brufſelis, the reſolutions of Mag! Ry I”, „ 
» 


Belzec, 26 Feb. 1637. 
LETTER Vi. 
SIR 


LI. © glory of this Province is departed with the M 
queſs of Montenfjer, He had begun to civilize our Bae 
tie, and to bring Angouleſme into repute. B ut it is not for wy ty 
expect chat ineſſe, which the Court cannot enjoy, * 
the way, wh en his honovr calls him other where obe cad, N 
ing born, as he js, for military action, he has no inclinatia 
be derain'd in Cloſers, when his ſer vice is neceſlary inthe 
Campegne. He is, in truth, a Cavelier whom I eſteem infaie 
ly ; yet if by miſhap, l have not ſufficiently perſwaded him 
x 4 bright of that eſtcem ; I beſeech you to confirm the in 

of jt by the power of your cloquence, and give him beti 
formarion then | could imagine. There came lately mw wh 
hand, a Letter from our friend, who was heretofore onely #8 
Abbor by his name. He certifies me, that, at length, che ore 
hath ſuccecdes the Prognoſtick, and he s become a5 really 
eſſentiall an Abbot, as. the Abbor of St. Denys, or as bt 

St. Gall, of whom the C gets make ſo trequent mention. th 
fir we expreſs rg bum our joy of that news by the next c 
nience. I am, ö 

SIR, | 


Tur, Ce. 


Balzac, 75 March, 1637. Tau, (5c. 
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4 b 

| ec affairs had not diverted me, you ſhuuld , eight dayes 
gs, bave received, what this Court ier delivers yo 1, There 
bout five and twenty Letters in all, whereof the ten laſt 
aſe me better, then the other; not, for that they have any 
eninence of goodneile, but becauſe the matter more neer- 
aches my heart; and | have great impati-ncy, that the 


l ould know, in what degree leſte em your friendibip , 


wrererence your vertue. You bave abſolute power over the 
hole collection, and may et your dilcietion, ictrench ent ire 
lars and Periods. But, | reſerve, with your favour, this mall 
wall to my (clf, which it yo rt modeſty ſhould induce you to 
ih in che leaſt, | immediate ly forbid the unpretiion, and 
ware to honeſt Camaſat, that | have nothing to do with him, 
fas plas is an Italian idiotiſm, withour que ſton; but it is alls 
and very frequently us d by the Cardiaall of Pergyn. 
having no harſhnetje to oflend delicate ears, | yay 

It. 


fink | bave naine enough, to introduce the ulage of it wm 
— and Trop mieux, which are often in the lame Card. 
Wy wrxings, ate tearms which | leave to bunſelf , without 
ws ILquot iſh after them, they ſtem to be of ſo bad a re- 
am, 
SIR, 
Its, 1) March, 1637. Tor, (fc. 


CET, YA 


fila, 


Cangot but admire the induſtry, you are pleaſed to beſtow 
200 a werk, that deſerves it io latle. This pcce is nothing, 
ihe Van-currier, to the Groſſe of my ether cempoſit ions. 
l in tear, this paper of Satin, and rhe Characters, 
lot down from Heaven, will not be ſuitably employed to 
« worth, Tis yet to engage you to 8 further obligation. 
ur bow ſoever, though l pertormed nothing more hen to give 
Geworld a promiſe , of your Maid of Orlet, and that m 
ok ſerv'd onely, to give the world notice of your Poem; 
think, it would finde no bad entertainment; and the good ti- 
dings t brought, would render it agreeable to the curioſity of 
the ingenious. I am loth to tell you, hat you muſt of nec ſſi· 
how, that having turn d over a huge mountain of — 


go. Familiar Letters. Book II. 


and made exact ſearch in all my Magazines, it is impoſſible to 
find that Picce I promi 2 Wuthot diſpute, it has either 
been p llaged from me, by 98 

full devill conceales it. | cannot make you ſenſible how much 
] apprehend the loſſe of that thing | inzcaded ſhould be yours, 


] am, 
SIR, 
Balxac, 25 May, 1637. Tour, (oc. 


LES No 
FIR, 


[ I Perceive idlenefſc is a better Catholick then diligence. 1 ſo- 
* Feſtiva!ls with more devotion than you; and 

are not likely to receive Letters from me, dated upon 
2 „ as | have one of yours. 1 acknowledge , modeſty 
js the moſt amiable thing in the world; and becauſc it is pecu- 
liarly the vertue of Virgins, you will not ſuft-r the defeR of ic 
| Invours of Orſrens, Vet there iu magnanimous pride, of 
| which Fhiloſophy docs not diſapprove , and Ariffotle relates 
| wonders in his Ethicks. If I have promiſed high matter: «+ 
pour performance will yer tranſcend my engagements. I do 
Not fear being queſtioned by the Publick, and 2 for 
ſalſe information, To be ſurety for Creſes is not leſſe hazardous, 
then to be reſponſible for Monſieur Chapelain. | am, 

SIR, 


Baltic, 6 April, 1637. Your, (9% 


LET, XI. 
SIA, 

T is rrue, that being at Paris, I ſent a copy of my laſt Book 
to Sedan: And this, without other deſigne, then in purſu- 
ance of a cuſtomary civility , and to avoid the complaints of a 
perſon, that perhaps expe&cd it. He returned me for it the 
eomplement, that | ſhewed you, wher eunto | thought my {cf 
obliged ro anſwer. But | fear, our friend has made him too 
icular a diſcovery , and contrary to my intention: For, 
h I had ſeen the laſt year, that paſſage of his Latin Li- 
bell, for which I am not extreamly beholding to him; yet I 
diflembled my knowledge , and forbore to vaunt of my diſ- 
Fer! would not let him underſtand my reſentments of it, 
ſt I ſhouſd put him to the pains of giving me ſatisfaction. | 
am not ignorant, that ſatisfactions are oft · times the _— 


e cur Hu. hand, or me deſpight- - 
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ſecond quarells z and that a vain man, yea one of much mode- 
Deal induced to unſay, what he bath ſpoken, but with 
teluctancy. Bur what would you ſay of Monſicur ** ** who hath 
vr itten me a cedious long Letter, accompanyed with a Sermon, 
chat would hold a whole Lene ? s 

Hoftibus evenient talis dons mei i. 
Im, SIR, 
Bac, 15 April 1637. Tow, Cc. 


LETTER XII. 
SIR, 


j 4m glad you are well pleaſed wich the Treatiſe c Mon ſeur 

4˙1 Caries, ani thall no longer queſtion the ſoliduy of this 
dorine , ſince it has recciv'd youu approbation. I ſend you 
with this, his judgment un my firſt Lettets, file, ut aebet,Pe- 
troniens, MY Latin will ſuddculy follow, ali glccio.s, w 
the Elogies beſlowed on it at Paris; with which appanemen 
it will not fear to appear before the Mamuii, * 
highly valued by the bourbens, You are cxtollcd there, ac- 
cord ing to your merit; and you may believe, that it I under» 
Nood as many Languages, as one of vir triends profeſics know- 
ledge of, and they repo: t Scaliger had sk il in, 1 Huld not 
content my ſelic to commend you in Latin and French. The 
acculcr ef Cicero, face you de ſire to know him, is the tedoubt · 
able Schioppiur. He bath cauſed a Book to be print. d at Milan, 
wherein he accuſes Cicero of incongruity and barbariſm. There' 
is but one copy in all Praxce, and the Sieur Dupens did me the 
favour to lend it me, hen 1 was at Paris. This injuſtice offe- 
red to Cicero, would be a comfort to Scaliger, if he ſhould re- 
turn into the world in theſe daies, But 1 cxpet the ſame Schi- 
— ſnould ſhortly write another Volume, and therein un- 

take to prove, that Cato was a wicked man, and Julias Ceſer 
acraven {ouldicr, 21 » | | 
7 


Zalxec, 21 April 1637. Tour, Cc. 


rell. 


SIR 
1 Did not underſtand the extraordinary meric of Monſieur 


the Counſe l lor de and you are the firſt that ra- 


ted him to me ar ſo high a value. The late Monſieut de Mal- 
bribe , was ons of his particular friends, and made ſometimes 
A* * 


mention 


2 6 Familie Teiterr. Dock II. 
. rr 
mention 1 wreak M — archer 5 Medals and 


a profeſſor dge in ſt Ceun- 
tries, ag ? of all rhe Doctor: abe u firy of 
| Leyden, 85. All this in my opinion s too little, to make up a 
| grand perſonage. I do net queſtion, but he-was alſo reſpe 


| heroicall vertues, and ſhoſc of the mea ner fort ; betwixt glory, 
| and a good and by conſcquence. berw<en Mon ſur t 
Preſidem de „and Monſeut the Cour'tiior de ——— 
| Your L-tter concludes in the ſtyle of an Oracle, and ſets my 
wit i? 3 your eie, old, pad du take 
c br the impatixncy of them, that 
And y NK . lo many relies and 
folds, to hide x Firrte ſecret from me > You might ar firſt have 
| diſcovered che truth in t native clenrnetic, Bur you del 
to mgke me languiſh, and had ratber 1ſhould a Tong time attend 
| the revelation of the nyſtery by the poſt , ot leck it out et ad- 
| venture, by ſuſpicions and can xRures, Ian, © SIR, 
| Buſter, I May 1635. 4 Tour, t. 


SIE. 


Ou know well how to exerciſe mens patience, or, to ſpes 
more properly, to cnrage it. I have had time and e 
ſuſnc ent, to fludy out your Riddle; five Poſts arc return'd, 


affcrded me any light to it, not ſo much ag one word of your 
newes , or concerning the honeſt Cameſat. This begins to pit 
me in difquiet, and to beget ſome of tnoſe vain frars in m 
mind, whereot true ti end ili pi arc not unfertile. Your indil- 
tion cf Rheume, is it b: come of more fot wardneſſe and di- 
igence, then ordinary, and has ir miſtaken July for December 
Can theie any other aceident betide you > Has Monſieur the 
Duke of Longneville obliged you to follow him into Germany ? 


Dii meliere yiis 


I kr ow Philoſophy is val-ant , and that your predeceflor So. 
cretes, Was eminent in the archievements OW as. Yer l would 


not have your fancy encline you, to that way of getting ho 
nout , for I account all the Spaniauds , both of this * 
} | cw 


Ds. 
* * 1 
7 q "2 R . — 


Lud fanhfull co his friend. Vut there h a diere nce between the 


ſnce the firft propofall you made me of it, and none ot them 


ages err g STe „ 
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| ſynret worth the troudle , of putting you one] 

oo humaus I expe& your reſolutions of peace, and _ 

vert you of all lays avoid the geib of Buſl, 1 am, | 
P 


Bee, & luly 1658 . | Tour, (Fc. 
| rr . 
SIR, 


Our Letter of the twenty ſixt of the laſt Month , has re- 

ſtored wy ſpirit to irs former re poſe, by the cxplication of 
your myſtery ; although 1 had divin'd it before, as Monſieur 
the — can hear me wimeſſe. I would not be under- 
food, at to uſurp upon you, who are immediate ly inipired by 
the god 4ple 3 or to cadcayour to gain the repute of 8 Bo- 
het, far tear, left chat new quality ſhould draw with it upon 
me, a new per lecut ion. 17 hare admiration enough, gt 
the ir depraved guſt, that d iſl ke my ſpeck ing of wy ſe lf, in an 
affair that concern'd no body clic, and where I could not men- 
tion any other, wit digte ing ti om my ſub je . Would 
they have me talk of the greed Sig ni, or the Kung of Ferfo« ? 
or dilate my ſelf upon the cg ite of Meſſicars de » 
] am not ks to cammend theie great, I oi ds in ſo mean a man 
nei, and Monken: ds would d ſcbarge that office 


better. Bur | muſt acknowledge, thas all che oblcquics of the 


inconſ d rable tout, do not ſo much wove me, as that word 
which was h peic d in your ear , by Monſicur the Keeper of 
the 124 rom whence 1 gather, that to plcaſe, and di- 
in ths honeſt age, arc the mect ett & of to tunc an 
zardy wildome and ſuffic icncy have to flute therem, And 
according at the phyſick of my Lo:d ————— bath had good 
n bad operation, and that be ſlept well, or otherwiſe, he pal- 
er a favourable or hard c.nſure, upon whatcycr is pi lente d 
by Ibis breeds in me ſemcriines a rclulution, to hate all 
mankind. And if you were not the oncly good and juit pet ſum. 
amidit this 1 , | ho Id woke a Iecind 
vom, yet more folemn relig ous, than thc fiſt, In my own 
> Aa I never wiit any thing more modeſt or commendable, + 
the Pi ce now in queſtion; and yet hecauſe it is o de- 
chmat.on of the PAN, or picachment to. ulgar, it is 
f.ightly efteemed ; Thoſe that attord it pra, do it witha 
3 f inditfetency and ic ſetvVe, becaule they know not 
do blame zt 2 been tende ing theme luce: .d cul ut. 
0 Yet 


— 


the Maſter , that, 
that undeſerved ſpeech never fell from his mouth. For if is 
were ſo, afrer all the rcſpe& I have _ him, 1 hould have 
reaſon in the ſame place, where | ſpeak exceflively of my ſelte, 
write him though never ſo great and powertul, 8 erbaro, diſcer- 
teſe, c. I am, | 

; SIR, 


Balxcc, 16 July 1637, Tam, Ce. 
LETTER XVI. 
SIR, 


1 friend ſhip of the Court js never without an alley of 
envy ; and if it be true as you tell me, that | have 

the greareſt part of our acquainrance the faculty of writing, 
and the uſe of that knowledge; it is likewiſe a certainty, that, 
the Schollars have wanted gratitude to acknowledge their 
| Mafter 8 and | have made as many unthankt ull perſons, as wy 
| - Inftrution rendred compoſers ot Books. Theſe Gentlemen 
never rerurn me any good office, wherin there is nota ſeaſon ng 
| of concealed poiſon. I hare no inclination to that manne! & 
| — and my ſinc: rity is farre different from. ſuch procecd- 
ings, | often commend them for thoſe qualities to which they 


are ſtrangers, and thank them for favours they never did we 


And there comes not ſo mean Rimes, or dry P;olc, out of their 
Paquet, bt 1 allure them that the Verſes are Oracle: of Poe- 
try, and the Proſe a Maſterpiece of 1ence. The reſuſt is, 
my gondneſs finds too bad tequitall, and knowing to love with 
fo much inregriry, I merited greater happincſy in friend ſhip. l 
have eve made it my endeavour to oblige and pleaſe, but yet 
ſail'd ro meer with lutgble retaliation, And taking my Hiſtory 
«little higher, during the violence of the moſt unjuſt perſe- 
cution that ever malice rais'd againſt an Innocent. fince the 
memory cf man; my diſgraces afforded pleaſure ro fore, o- 
thers made.ſcmblance of compaſſion, but none offer'd the Jeaft 
aſſiſtance or ſuccour, 1 alwaics except him from that number 
whom duty binds me, and my reproaches do not extend chi- 
ther, where ſhall ncvcr be any thing, but returns of 
thanks and acknowledgment. I am, 
palxec, 21 Jul | els, Tour, & 
axe, 22 July, 1637. our, Cc. 
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LETTER XVII. 


FIR, 
Ir the ColleRion f Conuſet had been publiſh'd, the declara- 
vn of my vow cxhibited there in gieat Characters, had 
iviicdg'd me from the rask of this day. Put it is nectilaty that 
laffer by the negligence of Printers, and be conſtraun'd ro_ 
write to Rome, ſince i: is not yet known in this Country, that 
lennno write any longer with a ſafe conſcience. I am fully 
tetermin'd to fer my Telfe at liberty, and not to aniwer our 
Holy Father the Pope, although | ſhould reccive a brict ſub- 
ter bed Crampolt ; you wil i therefore oblige me ¶ it the publi- 
ation of my vow be not ſufficient ) to aſkure ſome, that 1 am 
kk of the fiftieth diſcaſe that hath ſurpri d me. Others, chat 
lam at the baths of the Pyrenean Mountains; and the more in- 
telligent, that the Lmpouctunate drive me our of the world, 
and compell me to diſcontinue the commerce 1 held with ho- 
geſt perſons, I muſt likewiſe give you turther advertiſement, 
That the Seigneur Totile is near his Marriage, and this is an o- 


w mT” 


reaſon that ratifies the reſolution I have taken: for, being 


ſtitute ot hands, it ought not to appear ſtrange that 1 gave 
over writing. I am, 
SIR, 
Alec, 30 July, 1637. | Tour, &c. 


| LETTER XVII 
SIR, | 


2 your remembrance, that I am already departed for 
the Baths of the Pyrenees, where I (hall continue the intice 
hace of two years, h during that time, I will not ceaſe 
wo write to you afrer my cuſtome, from ghatac But, under 
perdon, I cannot but e you rather ſevere, then equitable, 
| wgive the appellation of ſloath to that neceſſary reſolution, 
which I was enſore d to take up, that I might at length begin 
to live, atrex forty yeares being in the world, Were it not a 
miſery to be the perperuall Butt of all the idle Complements 
o France, and to hold up againſt all the makers of flouriſhing 
Letters? A truce muſt of neceſſity be made with honeſt men, 
w avoid the complaints of them that are not ſuch: And Iam 
coaftrain'd to dilcontinue the commerce that was both plea 
lag and advantageous to me, ſince I cannot uſe it, withour 


cen falling into the hands of Pyrates, and incountring a 
, D3 thou · 


Familiar Letters, Boo ll. 
| thouſand miſchiefs. You are the onely perſon with whom | 
| ſhall admit correſpondence, and becauſe you defre it, 1 will 
| communicate to you my remarks on Seneca, By your order, | 
| have again tun hay over theſe laſt rtucc weeks, and that both 
as a Grammarian, and a PhiloOpher. As he takes Een; fot 
his Texr-l ſhall rake him for mine, and my Commemary thall 
be nenher too naked, not with overmuch ornament. Philolo- 

y may be decently dreſt wahour prejudice to her gravny, 

miments and fucus do not become het countenance; but yer 
_— is a neceſlity of picſerving her genuine colour and clean- 
linchs, I am, 


SIR, 
Baſxzc, 6 Auguſt 1637. Your, Gr. 
LETIFER XII. 
yIA, 
Attend the beginning of my repoſe, from the finiſhing the 


impieſhon of our Colledton. When that is done, the De- 
cree muſt be inviolably maintgin'd, and that tro blelome cots 
which deprives me of all my tit 
contentment, It s not onely — — perſccures me, 
Bordeaux, Tholouſe, Aix, & c. do it wit mere y, without ac- 
counting the uirtuſ abroad, which are alſo of pany: But 
when they perceive my reſolutions in Print, bey · will either 
leave mne in quiet, or at leaſt I ſhall have right to remain 
fo. 1 am ſenhbly touch d with the news of Madam . And 


— . 47 —— al the 2 
mears is world, He is,nomwi . 6 ing in 
dodrine of Chriſtianicy, and hath fo many holy EF. + 
his blobd about him, that he is in no greae wang of Philoſo- 
— — . away or any other forraign ſuecou to defend 

un againſt rhe rs of fortune, Every one diſcourſes, prev 
n more 
« then 8 dozen OPT. 


dat 14 Auguſt, 1637. 9 Ta, . 


LET- 


w ' EN PrFanrTaSSSmHErnSm » 


Wanner 


* 


nd 
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1 
12 > qty I made upon the Tragedy of Herodes 
N 


, cannot come under the appcl 22255 of a cen- 
fare. And there is great difterence berwixt propoſing of doubes, 
— | > ous relolutions, It the good man Heinfus 2 
2 gr matter to a contrary intention, I] am nor 
„tis his own ettot . And l am well come. chat * 

Lipfus, that read Tacitas hetetofore out of the [ame Chare, 
would — won anſwer'd ive as an honeſt man, and not like 4 
wr Decor. la lome places hei is plcas d to term me wir difertiſ- 
min um ingenium; but he has more * thoughts 
in his iy and —_— an ill r good 
meaning. It was no of mine to 2 
him, bur rather to find him exerciſe, to ſtir up his dell, 
furniſh him wich the matter of an excellent N For, to 


have caue 10 complain of hi rough. 
— 2 moat Ke Be, opt, oe of of 


gear men of chele latter ages. A Poct, io ng 


Cutie; in a word, the rade che Greeks, I im, 


91, 
Bakac, 22 Auguſt, 1637. Tow; Oc. 


SIR, 
A Lrchough I am well acquainted with nur dexreriy, in 


FAcidding your ſelte from the trouble of imperranare 


= 
queſts, Yer I have great confidence wilt nor nor reſet the 
— -4 _ f Ver- 


I now make you. I defire twenty or thirty o 
ies that pleaſe. you beſt in your Poem, to the end that I may 
learn them by heart, & rebearſe them to the Ecctwes of a, 
and the Nymphs of Cherante, For I know you will not 1 
them to be carried to the Town, and ſung in the cars of 
2. The anſwer will be abet t that 2 


equally your iſſue, and char y 
any, Virgil had his dar! and iy 214 8 
8 cy lovd ſome place of chelr Works — 
2 had their Benjamins and their favourites. I e 
ofmy intreaties, and cannot receive an 


Ka ceelle ſhould tom os make ems i per. 
4 


0 — 
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You know 1 am both dumb and paralyticall , «nd dwell with 
the Antipodes, in reſpe to alfwricers of polite Lerters, I un, 


RR SIR, | 
Balrac, 30 Auguſt 1637. Tour, Gr. 
a LETTER XXII. 
SIX, : 
I Muft not tell you, that I bear a part of your grief, I ſhould 


ſpeak nnproperly i 1 have inch reſemments of the whole 
weight of your ſagrow , as can poſhbly be produced in a ten- 
der ſpirit. by the perſeRion of friend ſhi o. Your troubles do m8 
daryly off me, as my on; and | cannot be in capagity wo 
atferd you conſolation, having leide ſtrength of reaſon, Wada 


reat a (hare in the affliion. Lofles and diſgraces, ate part l 


ingredienes to cvery mans cup. Proſperities art not pure 
to the greateſt favourites of fortune, and even mourning and 
rears are to be ſcen on the fide of viRory. Cala mities muſt, if 
8 be rendred inſenſchle, and objects provided 10 divert 
em, in want of fuch a4 Hi them cre. I with u were 
in my power, to ſ:pply you with redrefies of that nature. Were 
my Leiters of ſufficient vertue l ſhould be rreonciled to tha 
employment, on which I hare beſtowed fo many maled ion 
and ſhould nor ſay any morc, what | have often with'd, Uu. 
n litterss. My affect ion oblerves no intervall ot Ho- 
Jy-daies, it is eve t active in its ys it makes its appearance 
on the daies of mourning ., and contgnes p:ofperity to the de- 
fires af other friends ; it abounds in heat, though it be but of 
ſmall light. You may perhaps be treated with more comple 
ments, but never loy'd wita greater fidelity, 1 am, 


2 SIR, 
cer, 6 Sepremb, 1637. Tour, (Fc. 


| LET. XXIII. 
SIR, 


Heese Bere juſt and allowable ; bu if 
y continue an „they may lo in; » 2000 
diſ-ſerve thoſe d ed eee er fan. Theſck 
8 ve a care, leſt your mchacholly become ba- 

ll it is the heavieſt and moſt ſtupid, or to ſpeak more fa- 


wvowably of ir, the ſoſteſt and moſt eſeminate, of all che ut 
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has been this hundred ytars. Bur if you ſhould chance to 


{| wrought, calm and 
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And if ever any man had need of lifc and vigour, it is 
n a defigne, I believe, To treateſt 


fail in your purpoſe, it will not be conſtrued either inability 
or unfaichfulnefſe, but want of convenience and leiſure. I am 
afraid, that Parts, with its complements, will do the Maid 
more burt, then ever Engle, by all her force of Arms. I 
an told, that lomething bas paſſed unhandſome , berwixt the 
Marſhall de and our friend, ho has been mena- 
ced, although the ſacredneſſe of his perſon preſerves him ſe- 
cure. We are here ina place, where we catch cold, whilſt the 
Country you te ſide in burns with exceflive heat. May you en- 
Þy a felicity pure and unmixt , and paſſe ſuch daies, as we 
woven with the ſneſt and filk, that ever the three Siſters 
ifturbed,. I am, 


| SIR, 
Balxac, 30. Sepremb. 1637. Tour, Ce. 


LET. XXIV. 
SIR, 


See now, you are a ſyithfull promiſer , and that a man me 
I cy wi ori your word. The fragments — 
to Communicgte to me, is come to my hands. —ͤ—: 
the truth, this drop does but inereaſe my thirſt; 3 bun with im- 
1ency, to have the ſight of that entire body , from which ſo 
rare a piece was taken: But while | am in preperatien to court 
— to — ng not true, — + wag DO _ 
no greater charge to you, then thirty. If you w 
obliged me nobley , | afſure you, hey hold be bepe here in 
treat ſecrecy , nexher will 1 communicate them to more then 
one perſon, who ſhall alſo oblige her ſelf by Oath, never to 
1 
you mention, wou e thing trouble me, that y 
kfficiently underſtand the bruciſtnefie of this age, — 
Toren _— good things is yet worſe , then that of 
precedent, I jaſſ now came trom reading in Monficur de 
Thee, the complaints made to him, by the good man Vin 
when he went to viſit him, being at Florence; Nuecredatar is tum 
bene litteras in Ita lid vileſcere , babere ſe nl qua publice liben- 
ter derer, ſed es pleriſque non tanti eflimeri, convenirer, orc. 
I mof his mind, the pains we rake ace very ill — 


EY 
— 

il tes 
learned World, in the 
+ = que npuy ren 


en—mmmmcbns Merito cf de Bier Orbis 
e een faſtilus imer iam. lam, 


14 = bepremb, 1637. Tas, Ge. 
LET. XXV. 


Preſume yes underſtand the defigne of our Semi, 1 
put me into the Prelaey, which he amagines to accomplit, 


— Failiu Letters, 


a ckal belly, and the whole Meche 
, to draw two Letters from me, in their own 
| eommendation. "Bur 1 am dexctmiry; and that | aflure my 
fell, with your allowance , to equall : er 
N and 66 luſt ob vanity 10.expire, for wage of ſuccaur, 
| Ly 9 — 2 in ow rall you, 


They 


— ol ſubt 


role ba ere Ment 
the Antients, which you have 
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lis. You fee the bed coaftruftion I make of othet mens 


12 l. But 1 here told you u chouſend times, ther | am 


* 


henfive of ul rh, that abuſe my reaſon, 1 
kifle your hands, and remain. . 


SIR, 
balxoc, v8 Sepremb, 1637. Torr, Oe. 


LETTER XXVl, 
$TR, 3 — 


Yo! Lerrer fepreſencs rhe little Faber, as ſo jolly a m_ 
that my difptesſare would be more vehement, if he 


bren an experrer- . and endegvoured to ile 
me with greacer ſubrlery. 'Tis — 9 end 
ps alwaics on the right fide 3 and © preeeed ly to 


Ibis i 0 g Ifeveration , We have friends of 
lefle ena judgment , and you know, the Writer of Politik 
11 to be ovet matcht by the litile aber, as well 
as he thar prints them. I am redevable to this latter, for his 
good-will ; yer | would wiſh him, ro acquieſce abſolutely in 
your advice. He muſt hot permit the medinerity of his reaſon, 


J to ſtrain forwards, A lea n'd from you or me, the com- 


| paſſe it ſhould move in. | do not doubt but you ore ſuryriſed, 
even at the tie le of the lit le Father's Lenter , and that Sdfric 
—— —„-„— plcaſe you. Ahbough be cannot 
conler that quality on me, withour diſpfacing Monſieur 4 
Colomby , who is Oratour to the King, and upon the 


— Cordetiers , who are your moſt Oraroars, 
am : 

"Ws SIR, 

Bulrec, 6 Ofob, 1635. Teur, et. 


| LETTER-· XXVn. 
sR, 5 
Hoagh I have no very commendable eyes, yet I perceive 
I the woremanſhip of Mellen is — 2 — 
ir, then that of the other engraver. The good _ 5 
| adds much Honour to my writings, by the ornament of fo 
_ ind ingenuwous figures, Whar do you conteive in pareieulat, of 
ahve and melancholy Pa? May ſhe not ſeem to be 
at the entry of che Book with her wand, 2 
4 po 


* Www 
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of the fiyle which the Romanes termed Artique, and has noe 
yer ſallen into the obſervation of our people. Nevertheleſs iz 
was of great renown, during the times that Eloquence and O. 
rot ers ih 'd in the world, and mainrain'd its cic dit againſt 
Cicero, c ven in his own dayes. It I were minded, I could fend 
. you ſomewhat more conſiderable, for which 1 am conb dent of 
your thanks ; But that muſt be intreated for, I do nut tend 
to powre out all my favours at once, having, beſides, gica rea- 
fon to complain of your parhmenie, You have na commuſerg« 
tion of the indigence of my ſolitude, or the batrennelſs of this 
Deſert. For how many ages are fled, ſince I receiv'd any thing 
zmmediacely from you ? I know no more of the affairs of 
Muſes, then if 1 were che moſt prophane of all the Barbarians, 
Yer this negleA cannot overcome my patience, or ſhake 
that unalterable reſolution I hate to honour you with paſſion, 


I] am, 
| SIR, A 
Dae, 15 ORob. 1637, Tun Cc. 


LETTER XXVII.. 
['- SIR, | EB: 
| Y bm efotred fg the dominion of all rrow 
2s 
I 


bleſome paſſions, as well for the ſatery of my foul, 

for the quiet of my life, and intereſt of my heabh, 

have been long fince of opinion, that it is but 
to ſuffer injuſtice, then to commit it; and of late have made 

ti refleRion upon chat , Qui dizerit petri ſu, Re- 
ca, Sc. Upon which conſideration, I will for the furure repay 
evill for good, and begin to practiſe with Monſieur Beurben, to- 
whom | make the firſt overtne, without holding me to he 
point of honour, or remembring forepaſt aRions. I had intrem · 
ed a Lady of our friends, to relate bim this meſſage, before 
I knew of the Academics interceding in the matte, or 


| | © learnt by your Letter what forward progrefſion he had made; 
boch of his on inclination, and by order of the Company; 
As to my ſelfe, | yer once more aſſute you, That what I doe, is 
with no other aime then the ſatisſact on of my conſcience, and 
ſubmiſſion to the commands of God. | ſeek neither Ocatour 
nor Pocr 3 Tamy Neighbour, with whom I would renew my 
charity, and Petrus Valens might have found the ſame 2 


— —— 


to defend ic from the fingers of the Soptliter Gagne, 
—1 Palemoa the Grammat ian. t which I veſcaryen;ly 
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I reconciliation, if there had been the like allowablenefs 
Shs calc of cur diſcord, I am. 
_ : A hy * 5 IR 3 
. 21 Oftob. 1637. Tour, (ys. . 
| LETTE R XXIX. 
SIR, | 
He humility of your language, is rot ſuitable to the moſt- 
glorious Heroeſs the world ever knew ; your expre ſhons 
wecoo exceſſively low for fo high a merit. Youicem to ticat hee 
K the manner of a young Girle, and will not permit her to 
r ſomuch as her face at the door or wihdow. I cannot 
tell f ſuch te ſtraint will pleaſe her, or ſhe will be contented 
with all you te late concerning het. Modeſty is indeed the ver- 
e iig ins; but ſlamefac'ineſs does not agree with the car» 
rage cf Awa zones, and you knew that ſhe that came to viſit 
Alrx n ier, ſpoke in no mean ſtyle of her ſelf. The Car of out 
fre i! is a very pleaſant piece, and it muſt be acknowledg'd , 
he has a genius of excellent and taking raillery,Onely, I could 
wiſu he would uſe ſou diligence to purific his phraſe, In his 
wir gs, the conſtrufion is many times intricate, and neither 
d ':r woids are put alwayes in theit due place, For the 
Ac ck Seonner, I am much de cei d, if it be not after the 


* 


* 


| nature ot hole of a cet tai fool of the Univerſity, nam'd *** 


whom | have lom et mes ſeen with the Author of Car, and who 
made that famous Epitaph, wherein this Verſe is written in 
treat Cha: a Sers. 

Aux mancs bien-hearenx de Pantique Voiture, 1 wm, 


„ SIR, 
Bexec, 6 OAub, 1637. Yeur, Cc. 


| EETTERTYY. 
SIR 
V Hat judgement, I beſeech you, doe make of the 


Election of our new Brother, with whom 1 am 
keely ic conc il d Do you be lie ve he will pertorm g reat ſervi- 
ces to the Academy, and that he is a proper inſtrument to be 
wploy'd with out other Gentlemen, in ſef ning the French 
hagezge ? I have heretof oe ſiicw'd you of his Ficnch Letters 
whach are written in the ſlyle of the Bards or Druids, Ard if 
you do not account that, S'rximer der cid de droin, Pefficine 

s d'un 


n .* 
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the old Romans, are very precious in Srexce ; he hy 
to fill the Lenure, the Arſenal, and the Beflile, Aﬀetr d 
choiſe, | am of opinion that dur dear Monßeu: 4 Rec, be 
ac ſign d to correct the Dictionary of Robert Stevens, I am, 

7 


Balcec, 6 Novemb, 1637. . Tur, Oc, 
| LETTER XXXI. 
SIR, 


Ou aig fo exaR, ro arquaitit me with the laſt circumfias- 
ces of things, chat | perceive well, you value my 
ment, and would not have me a loſer by my abſence. My & 
ſires to require you, art rendred ineſfectuall through want of 
matter, and every thing is ſo dry and barren in this Deſign, 


| that l ſhauld become totally muze, unleſs you ſupply'd me 
herewith to entertain the commerce, * Muſcerdins is gant ; 


for current by cuſtome, although Muſcading be more 
to the eas, Bur Ulage mut have the rerogative in dus 


other things. IT be word i originally of Italy, and 1 know ext | 


what right we can pretend, t9 remove a letter from the . 
dle of ig, it being not of our jurixdition. Although tha 14. 
ter be bar harſh | 0 
dips, docs bur ill became the little mouth of Monſieut 4. 
it till preſerves its rank in the Alpnabet. It has mu mu 
rumbl'd, and ſna;l'd, ſecurely for ſo many ages, and isn 
tred into divers words, wherein it is not leſſe rough and i 
pleaſant then in Muſcerdins, without any mans accuſation &@ 


proceſs, I am, 
Baſra, 17 Novemb. 1637. Your, Cc. 


LET, XXX. 
cIR, 3 

Received much contentment trom the eſleem you mgke 
„Luger della Caſa. He is one of my old int mates, gnd 
late Monßeur de Roccellai, his great Nephew brought him 

to my knowledge, I have lately read with 1 al) bs 
Writings in the vulgar tongue, and am proud that it was fy 
chance to paſ of him the ſame judgement, which you oug ef 
aſſured kivwlcdpe allow him. | concur in your op-nion of 


Latine, of the lame Author. The lite of Cardinal} Hemb 35 8 
7 60 
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ut 
q hong the Bode and Son, lam, 
{ Paixac, 13 Noremb. 1637. Tur, (Fc 


Rf of Monſicur 
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9 . F a * | Ele ; That ar 1 
. ? | — — 


is longer, nd Vers 
nl d it ſtood in need of bej reriew'd to ajrai its 

Sina pere on. The Italian ric, WHICR late 

b 7 noching i 4 19 the Oration made 


wihe Emperout upon the reſtoring of Placentia * At leaſt it is 


b age many boneſt perſons beyond the uns- 
tains 3 and 1 3 ſo offenſive > 72 Spaniards, that 
wy endeavour d to be reveng d on him by the poyſon'd mor- 
that was given him. * your Letter ſpeaks of, is one 

i chem, 42 perſons 1 eſteem more then xt Books ; 
eu l would repreſent bis worth and gttra fiene ts my , 
ye this quality out of his Piſtyres b i Ae 
Ny uns$116ul in the Art of writing, apd 3 I irn 
not commanded to make Books ? Key 
1d quit ibe rank of Lone ay bi held in the wor ld, 
of defign to gain tbac ot impertinent end udic ulous a 


LET. XXXIII. 


IX 7 | : 
I Am afraid the diſparch of laſt mopeth has miſtaken itz wa 

and muſt be tetriv d in the Regiſters of Tatila. Not that the 
ſrt of writings is worth the pains of being pre ſer v d, or that it 
z neceſlary my idleneſſe ſhould be as cxaRt and pun dual as an 
Embaſſy: Bur bccauſe there js no reaſon to ictule imploy- 
ments to thoſe that are importunate for them, or to ſpare ſuch 
hands as are never weary, The Scigneur Toi“ is de ſitous of 
buſincile, and cares not of what nature, fo it be of my provifan 
md (crvice, It is great pitty he is not retain'd at a Elary by 
the Academy, that he might ſtand behind the Gentlemen, Cum 
hie & pugill aribus, by the fide of our honeſt camuſaf. It you 
would do him this honour, I dare engage not a ſyllable of 
your learned conferences thould perith: And I can promiſes 
et more, that he is able to gather fach things, whereon there is 
0 hold to be taken. As particularly he might give you re- 
ktion of the Choler of Monſicur , the mclancholly 
& Monſieur „the fowre aſpect of Monſieur 
, and the ſhakings of the 


ag, and diſfaighul] ſniles of Monſicur . A man of all 
x 


dertake new, and 


can be no greater argument to aſſure you of my innoce ace, 
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his | is well able to recover a Ler : 
A. us, l expect a Ada hen g ak 
ry. To be cleared of - rogers Fi gh in — the laſt 
clauſe of Letter. Your ady ye Rp 
ned elder wv eolices or rdrſo mine, Fam, Y this pre 
Acer, 10 Decemb. 1637. Tour, Gr. 


LET. XXXIV. 
SIR, 


Ou happily as much wonder, as my ſelſe, at that L 
bel. winch 2 my name in the Netherlands. [tis 
well known, | am reconciled with the Houſe of Aufiris, aul in 

wich all che Soveraigns of the oppoſite party, I had 

ittle thanks for n Combars, that | am not forward to u- 
ve long ſince renounc d the Yhilipidy, 

and all matters of quatre Il. You may therefore . t 

fure the news of Helland, and averre that I am not the Father 

of that Brat that is laid ro my charge in the Low-Countrig, 

But without this expreſs Declaration that I make you, there 


that the purpoſe of it never arriv'd to your knowledge, Tha 
is not the fickt caunterſeit chat ever was in the world: And 
fince there has been Pſends- Philips, falſe Agippe's, and file 
Beldwin's, there may well be a falſc Balxac, probably ſome ue 
ſ maker, that forges Libcls in the Provinces of Low 


many. The beſt is, the re is a true Balzac upon his ee 
ſcourge all his Apes, and chaſc away his Ghoſts, I am, 


SIR, 
Balzac, 20 Decemb. 1637, To, Oy 


L The End of the Second Bock. 
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LETTER 1. 
SIR, 


Find no remedy ſo ſoveraign to my melan- 
cholly, as your Letters. Thar which I recci- 
ved of the toatth of this Moneth, hath per- 
formed the uſual effect; and methinks even 
your heart Ipcaks each of thole lines to me, 
| read from your hands. A friend of your me- 
[11 it is a hapineflc beyond value; and I cannot 
*\ comprehend the riches of my poſſcilion, The oncly defect i = 
E that 


48 | 
t hat 1 gm alegies remote from my treaſurc. 1 wjoy nocking of 
| ic bur in opmnic, 6nd by Be Roragrh of bnag bn, which 
| is indeed (aftcin'd and — 3 to another, 
| by your moit pr::dcnr, mo ing Letters. 
| lad 15 43 - 754 in theie three att way gn and 


| | according to your cuſtome, declares in behalf of the goed Party, - 
| You have pleaded the cauſe of Virgil ro admiration, and 1 


| believe, that, ater th, no Lucenrf will be confidenc enough 
to ſhew his head, but every one is ready to diſown his Jargon, 
| his Rudomemtado's, and his miſhapen . upon hu pa- 
| per. For, in catneſt, « em to me, in their Verſes, | 
behold che deform'd wicathings of their countenance they uſe 
| in compoling ih: m, and the pains they put themſelves to, to 
Tower ve from their own genius. The greateſt part of the people of 
| Leyden, are of the ſect of Lucaniſti, or at leaſt their Allies and 
Confcderatcs. It they do not imitate all the bad, or perhaps 
dangerous cyxamples ; yet they ordinarily lea ve ih: Reader to 
divine what they would expreſs; and apr ge all wy 
' induſtiyand ſcarch, I could never yetattam to unde; ſtand 
| ) them perfeSly. Poſſibly it may be my fault, but it may alſo be 
|" fomermes theirs ; and ſince Lucretins and Horace, and other 
| honeſt men of Antiquity, have not excluded me their cont- 
| dence ; certanly theſe might communicate to me their ſecret, 
\ - without injury to themſclyes. They believe that clearnefle of 
| expreſſion, is the language ot the multitude; and, that to ſe- 

ate themſelves from Ne provhane vulgar, it is requiſite to 
— like Prophets, and not to be — 2 to poor Mortals, 
bur by the mediation of Gratmwarmans. I cannot induce my 
| Felfe to that belicfe, and | am ſure father Bourbon is of my o- 
|, pinion ; a though, to te ll you freely, he more then once devr 
ates into that bad tra, whereof he gave us caution, and has 


quitted his W Iii for the Lacan, and Claudian of others. 


B :r this | would have taken under the Seal of civill cartels 
ſion. 1 am, 
SIR, 


Dar; 2 Ja nu. 163. Tour, Cre. 
. LETTER H. 
SIR, 


Y curiofty is ſatisfi'd, and you have done me a great cis 
* vilny. by giving me fo a of the affair ot 


iſone rt. | chunk lt was fta d, ihe Abbot had intentions of 
. tai 
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raiag aft, and 4 — — the leader of 4 


Heese. 1 do not mean carns ilolute Herefes, like 
thoſe of Larber and Colvin z but ſpi uall and ſevere, as thoſe 
Origen and nee were Authors of. I could dilate much of 
this ſubjeR, if our Lerrers could be turn'd into difcourſc, and 
you were either here, or my ſelf at Paris; Yet I will offer ſome- 
thing to this purpoſe, This Man is indeed an AY per- 
ſon, a great Divine, a great Philoſopher, and 8s full of high 
ſpeculations as | ever knew any. He oftentimes ſpeaks things 

t ſeem inſpir'd to him, and to come immediately from hea- 
ven. A others, he aſſur d me one day, that he ſew che 
myRicries of the other lite more evident ly, then I did the af- 
fairs of this. It ig true. the demonſtration he brought did not 
convince me, bur | believe, rather through my incapacity 
then his fault. If this man be deceiv'd, 1 acknowledge the 
ſame errour, and it is gt eat pit for the reſt of us povr more 
tals, who ought to humble our ſelves contin ally before the 
Throne ot God. I can never be periwaded that he pretend: to 
the qualicy of Head of the Party, or that it was any of his de- 
fign to bioach Opinions. For no perſon ia the world could ap- 
pear more reſpectfull to the Holy See, or better ſatisſid ot the 
Omniporence of Rome. He is otherwiſe a great admirer of the 
Writings of che late Monficur, the Cardinall de Berulle, and 
I cannct imagine what induc'd hm to eſteem fo meanly of 
thoſe of Father Segurnor, the companion of his fortune. As 
to my ſelte, 1 confelle his ſtyle raviſhes me, and 1 leave hs 
Voctrine to their cenſure, ro whom the judgement of it be- 


longs. I am, 
8 SIR, 
Baltc ac, 12. Jany, 1632. Tour, ye. 
DEF, 


318% 
uc new friend is of too nice a palate, and that which diſ- 
guſts him, is neither ha rſh nor unſavory. I cannot con- 
celve his reaſons to th ir ſtrange, that I ſaid, If 1 were born 
a Swife, i ould approve no other Government but that of 
my own Count: y; ſince the ſuppoſition I make, is to the advan- 
tage of the Government of that Country wherein I wa: born. 
Beſid yay and Mader ate two word) almoſt every where 


2 Vos facile libertas ¶ domini miſcentur ; and in another 
Ras el im diſſoc iab les miſcuit, libegtatem & ſriacip am. 
E 2 Wheige 
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| Whereas | affirm , the change even of bad things, to be dan- 


eious , if he conſider the pieceding words , they cannot be un- 


| der ſtood of Kc lig on. M intention i of things, purely civill 
| andpolitick. And 1s it not true, that in States, there arc {me 


pieccs fo tickliſh and delicate , that they cannot be touch'd 
without overturning ? Tender conſtitutons cannot bear me- 
dicines, and are incapable ot curing; they muſt be left in the 
condition they aic tound , for fear of bruiſing when they ate 


| | ftur'd, A fleight touch and motion, even without violence, ot 


the pallage from one bed to another, is ſometimes mortal, to 
ſuch weak badies; yet they are able to endure a long time, if 
they be not mole ed, but left ro che care and conduct of Na- 


tute : Quiet preſerves them, though in a Kate of decay, and 


amongſt thei familiar and accuſtom'a maladies, Should they 
be wakened, ot turned onely f.om one fide to the other, their 
life being included in their inlenfitl: drowſinefle , that wa- 
kening and change would prove fatall ro them. Such are the 
dangerous conſequences of ſome alterations. M hen our young 
friend has ſe en as many Winters as we, he will have no beuer 
opinion then we, t thoſe that gy about to reform the world, 
Let him ſurvey the Hiſtories of all Ages, and he will perceive, 
that this zral of reforniation, has given birth to new diſor- 
ders, inſtcad of rootu:g out, and aboliſhing the old. I am, 


SIR, 
Bal ac, 20 Jan. 138. Tour, Cc. 


LETTER IV, 
SIR, 
Ac wit and judgment of Monſieur de arc with- 
out queſtion excellent, and his compoſitions have not 
that Ledantty, which is ſo rank in the greateſt part of out 
Writers. Bur it muſt allo be contes'd, that in ſome places , his 
expreſſions want vigour z and what he oftentimes preſents in 
plain dreſle, might borendred far more glorious, by a Pen chn 
had +k1!1 in ornament. I rather pardon him this weakneſle, 
then that whick makes him diſtruſt fidelity it ſelf, and fills by 


head with ſiſpicions. Vet, I think, you ought not to ſuffer ha 


diſfdence and jealouſie, to out · live their infancy, and to gain 
ſtiength by time, As the more diſcreet, you are obliged to be- 
pin firit, and pen the paſſage to his illumination. Since hes 
ſick, it is moſt requiſite , you become his Phyſician , and = 
orm 
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torm a cure on ſuch a petſan, as deſerves to iecover. | have 
bete had, for three or four dates, the company of Dodot —— 
wh-an ved, tor the beneht ot his aſſiſtance in my ſtudies. 
In this manner 1 encreale my train, being a Phile lopher 2 
quick app ric, that cannot be contented with three Dates and 
four Olives. fo: his O:dinay. 1 alwaies bear a ſpirit above my 
for rune , and lometmes at the Lord, although theic arc 
Lords, whoſe ſervants ace beyond con:pariſon, more wealthy 
then 1; as for inſtance , the little Hog of who has a 
ie enuc ut above ten thouland Crowns, to find him à years pro- 
vue n of Acorns and Huks. I am, | 

SIR, 


Belzac, 10. Feb. 163. Your, Cc. 
. 
SIR, 


N obedience to your order, I have writ a letter to Mon ſteur 

the Abbot ot St. Nicholas; but 1 much fear, it will ſeem after 
the nature of the Orations of Gaſcoigne,ſhort and bad. Theie is 
no queſtion, the third Part of the Hiſtory of Flanders , he did 
me the tavout to ſend me, is of leſſe excellence then the two 
firſt, But to d.ſcover my thoughts to you, 1 begin to have a 
a greater averſion f om war. A Hiſtory, that relates onely of 
Siegen, Camps, and Battells, cannot alwaics pleaſc a man, 
that has but little faricy ro the military verrues, is pitty, 
that rare Wit did not chuſe France for his Theatre, rather then 
the Low- Countries, whete the frequent alteration ef the Scene, 
would have iendred his work moe various and delighttull, 
He m git ſomerimes have retired from the Field, to the Cabi- 
net, and we ſhould have ſeen the Foxcs of the Coutt, amongſt 
the Lions of Armies. This per petuall roaring of Liens, wa 
Mufick, with which, I confcile, I am not much raviſh'd; Apes, 
Reynards, and other Animals, of more ſubtlety then fierceneſſe, 
would yield me better paſtime, with their frisks and gambals. 
Fuppers have their * in the Commonwealth , you knew it 
well; but like wiſe you are not ignorant, that while the Ape 
dances on the Rope, that time is taken to cut the purſes, of 
the more attentive ſpectators. Be pleaſed to ſound out this 
Riddle, fince you have employed me, in the explication of fo 
many of yours. Iam, 1 

IR, 


Balzac, 20 Feb, 1 638. Your, Cc. 
| LE 


T, 
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50 Familiar Letter 
Whereas | affirm , the change even of bad things, to be dan- 


Book III. 


10usv; it hc conhder the p:ieccdin | words 6 they cannot be un- 
der ſtood of Relig on. M intention is of things, purely covill 
and politick. And is it not true, that in State, there arc ſome 
peccs fo tickliſh and del:catc , that they cannot be touch d 
without overturning? Tender conſftturons cannot bear me- 
dicines, and arc incapable ot curing ; they muſt be left in the 
condition they ate tound , for tear of bruiſing when they are 


| Atur'd, A ficight touch and motion , even without violence, ot 


! 


the pallage from one bed t9ancth:r , 15 ſometimes mortall, to 
ſuch weak bodies; yet they ate able to endure a long time, if 
they be not mole ed, bur left ro the care and conduct of Na- 
ture ; Quict preſerves them, though in a ſtate of decay, and 
amongſt rhcir familiar and accuſtom'a maladies. Should they 
be wakened, ot turned onely f. om one fide to the other, then 
life being included in their inſenſibl: drow ſinefle , that wa- 
kening and change would prove fatall ro them. Such arc the 
dangerous conſequences of ſome alterations, When our 
friend has ſe en as many Winters as we, he will have no beitet 
opinion then we , « thoſe that gy about to reform the world. 
Let him ſurvey the Hiſtories of all Ages, and he will perceive, 
that this z:al of re fotmatiann, has given birth to new diſot- 
ders, inſiead of rooting out, and abokithing the old, I am, 


SIR, 
Balzac, 20 Jan. 1638. Tour, (5c. 


| | IV. 
SIR, ä 
gc wit and judgment of Monſicur de arc with- 
out queſtion excellent, and his compoſitions have not 
that Vedantiy, which is lo rank in the greateſt part of out 
Writers, But it muſt allo be contes'd, that in ſome places, hs 
expreſſions want vigour ; and what hc oftentimes preſents ing 
plain dreſle, might borendred far more glorious, by a Pen chn 


had kill in ornament. I rather pardon him this weakneſk, 
then that whick makes him diſtruff Sdelny it ſelf, and fills y 


head with ſaſp.cions. Vet, I think, you ought not to ſuffer ha 
diſhdeniceand jcalouſie, to out · liye their infancy, and to gain 
ſtienꝑth by time. As the more diſcreet, you are obliged to be- 
pin firit, and pen the paſſage to his illumination. Since hes 
ſick, it is moſt requiſite, you become his Pbyſician, * 
| cm 
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form a cure on ſuch a petſan, as deſerves to recover, | have 
bete had, four three or four dates, the company of Doftor - 
whan | 11wited , for the beneht ot his aſſiſtance in my ſtudies. 
In this manner 1 encreaſe my train , being a Phils lopher ta 
quick app tac, that cannot be contented with thiee Dates and 
four Olives. fo: his O:dinay. 1 alwaicy bear a ſp tit above my 
fv tune, and lometmes at the Lord |, although theic ate 
L 74s, whoſe fer vants are beyond compariſon , more weal: h 
then 1; as tor inſtance, the Letle Hog of who has a 
ic ch of above ten thouland Crowns, to End hun & years pio- 
V:i-a of Acorns and Huks. I am, 
SIR, 


Balxac, 10. Feb. 1638. DD Your, Cc. 
. 
SIR, 


N obedience to your order, 1 have uit a letter to Monſieur 

the Abbot ot St. Nicholas ; but 1 much fear, it will ſecm after 
the nature of the Orations of Gaſcoigne,thort and bad. Thee is 
no queſtion, the third Part of the Hiſtory of Flanders , he did 
me the favour to ſend me, is of ledle excellence then the two 
firſt. Bur to diſcover my thoughts to you, I begin to have a 
a greater averfiont.om war. A Hiſtory, that relates onely of 
Steges, Camps, and Battells, cannot alwaics pleaſc a man, 
that has but Little fancy ro the military verrues. *Tis pitty, 
that rare Wit did not chuſe France for his Theatre, rather th:n 
the Low Countries, wh-1e the frequent alteration ef the Scene, 
would have rendred his work mote various and delighttull, 
He m ght ſomerimes have retired from the Field, to the Cabi- 
net, and we ſhould have ſeen the Foxes of the Court, amongſt 
the Lions of Armies. This per petuall roaring of Lions, 18a 
Muſick, with which, I confcilc, I am not much caviſh'd; Apes, 
Reynards, and other Animals, of more ſubtlety then fierceneſſe, 
would yield me better paſtime, with their frks and gambals. 
Fuppers have their i in the Commonwealth, you knew it 


1; but fikewiſ you are not ignorant, that while the Ape 
dances on the Rope, that time is taken to cut the purſes, of 
the more attentive ſpeAators. Be pleaſed to found out this 
Riddle, fince you have employed me, inthe explication of ſo 


SIR, 


Balgac, 20 Feb, 1638. | Your, Cc. 


many of yours. Iam, 


LET. VI. 
SIX. 


I Defire you to underſtand, that ſuch a Gentlemen is difts- 

88 , 1 —— 
upon the word oftyy Srarmner ; i} forrunc, he ed 
not ſo well purifi'4, as the Letter of recommendation endes- 
| voured co perſwade me. There are certain vepours, which pro- 
| neee 
axàre in ſupportable, ro the moſt civill and yielding converſariog, 
| eee I went he is the moſt ſavage of all Mor. 
| - ralls, and leſſe capable of diſcipline, then Bats and Swallowes; 


which, if Pn Hiſtory may be credited, can never be te- + 


claim's : Yer, I did not tail to tieat him cout teouſſy at par- 
ting, and to rc trench ſomething from my poverty, to advan- 
rage hisz but with a ſolemn promiſe to our Ladies, never to 

"g ro their fight again, an Animel of fo unplcefing 
aſpe&, ot a Pedant᷑ of that humour and ſmell. Such people, in 
your fever are the leagues of the Commonwealth. Cadw, 
C 


5 plagucs bun in figure md metaphor, Miſerable arc they that 
come nece them, wit heut bein g forrif/d with antidoces and 
prefrvarives, Their infirmity is dread full, and they have this 


3 all of yalour, yer they cauſe all the world to fly fi om 
am, 
SIR, 


Angeneſm, 16, March, 1639. Tem, Ge. 


ö ; F. VII. 


SIX 
F prudence her ſelf ſhould write Letters, they cnuld not be 


more abſolute and jud i ous then yours. The laft | receted, 


is to my infinice contentment, of ibis nun ber; and | have cua 
it above a dozen times without tediouſnefic. You might have 
been an admirable author ot pol tick diſcourſes, and tis a gem 
Loſſe, that 1 ſub ect has fo n uch of ſictin. Our entire Mb 
flory would not ha ve coſt you more pains, than this ſmall pus. 
cell of it, which you endeavour to adorn with falfiries, And 
you might have inſtructed poſterity , inſtead of mer? 
tain, whether you ſhall happily have time to divert t 

will hope for ſatisfaRion to my deſires , both the one and the 


and others , rhrwgh rearmed fo by Cicero , were no - 


FRA. a a 4. 


ad vantage from their d:fe ts, that though they de — . 
· g 
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_ other, from Pen, And [| require of you ar leaſt , ſome 
— — Ceraliae, ſome „en 2x9 da e any other con- 
"  fiderable member, if it be po ile to dbrain the whole dy. 
" The Packer fo: Rome s not yet diſpatcht. Perhaps a lecemd 
' » Abbor & Nets, will apprar, to do us the like favour. | beſcech 
you w acrend ic with patience and not to bel eve in the mean 
ine, thee my affect on makes me ſick. You under ſtand my in- 
warcios in this. I am, 

SIR, 


AK, 16 March, 1638. Tour, c. 
LET. VIII. 
SR, 


T2 Do dor that acted Hercules furens , in your preſence , 
and the pipe you advii'd ham to moderate his violence 
with, in che diſpute, ate very fine dev ces, and which I have 
adefirero rob you of, for one ef the Cha pre ts of my Burboa. 
Bur is jr poſſible , that the dear **** ſhould become an mpea- 
cher of cr mes, and a preycr upon confiſcations , and that he 
will live by che death of orhers. — after tha, Honey 
muſt loſe iti ſweernefte, for the rafte of Gall; Sheep muſt turn 
Woolvs, and the whole frame of Nature be everted. His onely 
- juſtification will be, toalledge that, 


Ayid non mortalis peers cegis, 
Dirs fames, duriſque urgent in rebus ce at 


82 
* 
2 
5 


rns eee 


I cannot a thoſe fo l and unhandfom courſes, to 
fuftain life; this is not co want Philoſophy, as you ſay, tis to 
have no humanity, Bur there is no redietic for habituall and 
confirmed maladies, Such wrertches have made a ſol: mn yow ' 
to baſeneſſe, at the Court, and are not any longer capable of 
rertue, honour, or liberty. Therefore 1 cntreat you, let the 
dear *** k now, that | have no appetite to ſerve him in this 
Mair, and that I receiv'd the propotition with honour , which 
Monſeur the Commiſtary made me in his behalfe, It were 
better to betake himſelf to eat Cheeſe and Cheſnurs , in the | 
Mountains of Avergne, then to enterpriſe ſuch practiſes, to ſub- *, 
6 at Court. I am, 3 7 
SIR, 


belrec, 2y May, 1637. Tam, oc. 
E 4 LET. 


Sein 


„ —Familier Levers, Bock Ill. 


EETTS6 1a 

eit, 

tle Lenter of 3 Jean Jacques, has afforded me c 

ttao dinaty plealure, and | am oblig'd io your goodnels 
for furnubing mc with ſuch agrecable divertiſ. ments. H is man- 
net of begging often brings to memory that of Pane, Nu. 
us, who yet us d to demand with more conhdence and careleſ- 
neſs than he. 1 have read citam Letters of his, of chat nature, 
indeed admuable in their kind, In ſome of them he ptoteſia, 
that, if the Cardinal cf Lorrarn do not cauſe his penſion to be 
paid bim, he will affi:m, that he is not of the race of Gig, 
who beſlow d the Al ch b. hop wrick of Tyrc upon a School- 
maſter, In others, he deſit.s two Horics of the Marquits of 
Feſcos, and tor that effect, praycs hun io ſti ike the earth wah 
a little more force then Nep tone did. In another, to a Lady his 
friend, he beſceches her to ſe nd him ſue Preſerves of Naples, 
for that he began to be cloy'd with his dayly food of new lad 

„ &c. Although our triend have not the gift of begging 
with ſo much variety, yet ir muſt be 3 will recen 


| ſufffcient Dole, if he to whom he writes procure him a C- 
| © nonſhip of Ferdun, But l beſecch you, make me underſtand 
the reaſon of Meſt Illufttious, which) he gives him. Ii it he- 
cauſc he hasa ſuit to him; and the hal an Policy has * 
him in ſuch caſcs, trettals di me ler Domine Dio, &c. The 
Martial, who was at lraſt as poor as the Oratour Feen- 7, 
rerms a Roman Lady bi; Qures, becauſe ſhe gave him Woot” 
| 2 gifts once a year, and almoſt every day a Dinner, 
1 an, 


SIR, 
tac, 10 April, 1638. Tour, Cc. 
| * E ＋ TE R „ iS 
SIR 


] was [urpris'd at the diſcourſc of the French Gentlemen, and 
I afure you, I could not own it, till 1 had with much flu- 
dy recall'd the memory of things long fince paſt. If I had 
comitted ſacriledge, or a greater et ime, if ſuch can be, I ſbould 
not conceal it from you, and therefore am not at all icrupulous 
to conſeſſe that, which is more pardonable, and of leſs conſ- 
3 It is true, I am the Author of chat diſcourſe, which 

oe not enough fear the 1 hunders of Rome, and treats 0 


„ebnen eee ener 


r 
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toly Inquifition with too litt le reſpc ct. gut it is like ſe true, 
that | compos'd x in Holland, withour defign of coming to the 
eyes of the pubi,que by printing, and in an age that might be 
ecor'd tor greater failings. Theretore havirig pad rhe ſpace 
of five and twenty years, it may wellclaim 0s againſt 
all forrs of accu ſers. Since that time, the whole face of Chri- 
tendow has been often changed, and all the Earth renew'd, 
The world then was not the world it is at this day: And in 
nuch, the great Het cannot hope for much glory in fe ih 
ing him tc lo unme:citully upon B cac in hu infancy, and 
ng with his pay hairs over a youth of ſeventeen ye 
old ; and who, as then, had no beard, His cruelty has beene 
| d by both parties; and though. chat contmuarion of A 
. lately obſerv'd ia the diſcourſe of the French Gentle- 
men, may be tolerable in the compotition of ſuch a ſchollar 
wiwas at that time, and the babies | then play'd witha!l, 
t not to diſparage the Arms | have ſince manag'd ; yer | 
t oy 


not Elte to that trouble, as to defend the cauſc of 
my Child hood. | committed a folly when | was young. and 
od man Hrinfus has told the world | five and twemy 
yes afcer that I did it, Let that Judge which of us two is 
moreculpable. | endeaveur d to extinguiſh and ſuppreſs the 


ne, and he would renew it, and make it perpetual it poſſible, 


ade ſepulchre of am Infant half born, or at leaſt 


EXPE ERSR 


488 


for the bu th] O unworthy, that diſintets the dead ? 


SIR, 


Your, Cc. 
Balxec, 15. Octob. 1633» 


CEZTER XI. 
STR, | 
Et us never mention the 'ris the ſhame and ig- 
nominy of the French name,'Tis a day the Romans would 
have termed Scelerata, & we muſt call it curſed. It is fit Poſtet ity 
tete ſt it, or rather never hear of it, and that we raze it, ii it be 


pollible tr om amongſt the reſt, of the year one thouſand 


By Jove*s command, out of di Time's Record, 
Let the three Siffers rere it, nor efford * 
It; name « place among things þ off ud done, 


There 
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There are forme | fill = II. 
r — og lack, i 


periſh. When the deſign is to raiſe feges, 
there needs no more thento i 
ment, all Fortreſles become Acro Cor inthes; 
mies, Alexanders. We may concl de, that in ever y 
upon all occaſions, tis mo e profirable to ba happy then 
and better to win, t ignorant of the game, then to 
the commendat oa of playing well, and loſc. I am, 
$1 


Balxcc, 8 May, 1638. 
LET, Xi, 
SIR, 


Ather P etevins hath ſent me his Genethliseall Oration, 
and I have likewilc rece iv d anther gratulatnry upun the 
ſame ſub ject, which was pronounced at CHrenten. It refem- 
bles neither the ſtyle of Monfieur le Fach- ur, nor thar of 
Monſicur Deille ʒ and hath nothing good be ſides the teme 
Scripture, which are woven into it from the beginnzng to t 
end. I do not queſt ion, but Monſicur de 9 is framing fore 
admirable Sonnet under the ſhadow of his Orange-rrees, md 
if there remain one dro blood in the veins of the Saber 
Baurbon, he will imploy it to the honour of my Lotd the Dil 
Pbia. le is not rt he ſhould ſufter the Jeſuits ro have . 
tage in this, be ſote the Fathers of the Oratory ; or that tha 
ciety be eſteemed more really French, then the Congregations 
Rivall. I have been long ſince acquainted with the dowrineſe 
of the Abbor you tell me of, 1 know how violently he is trad 
ported in hear of diſpute, and fince he threatned the Baſting- 
do to a Prefidenc of the Grand Chamber, that came in cont | 
pany with him to viſit me, I have alwayes extrcamly dreaded 


him, 1 am, 
SIR, 
Balxec, 19 ORtob, 1639. 
| LETTER XIII. 


Your, We. 


Tour, Ce. 


SIR, 
. the K ing does not 
Monfieur the Dolphin is a Child of Wonder; can he, is 
your jud nt allow, that our friend, 

Queen, 


ſpeaking to the 
rerm her, bis Queen Spin payment 
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n to give him apprehenſions of jealouſic > It is veri- 
| what he ſeyes of Tages and Kbine, chat their 
gels would bare ev , unlefie they had rece iy d 
plies from our tears; as | * — he beſeeches Mon- 
wethe Dolphin, to come and viſit Monßeur the Chance l- 
1 not queſtion, that if Mon ſicur the Suriatendaat, or 
wm Meaßeur Cornact, had given him the ſumme of two 
red Crowns bu he alſo had been one, whom Monſie ur 
Doi ſhould have becn de ſued to viſt. This is you ſce, 
mae very acknowledging of favours which he receives, and 


mees nen the viſies of new born Princcs, - where there is op- 
punicy to thank his bent factors. But when the Spaniards de- 
wei Francs in their imagination, hat induces him to name 


nr pt inc ipal obje&s of thew appetite, which 
— r a member of 5 1 C Wenne? 
Catainly it was to ſit a Rime to Nancy; and this Taft ſylla 
tle was the cauſe that the Spaniards fl gued Bur and Pi- 
wh, &c. 1 — a little corner of Gefcony, In another place, 
thems he had forgot that there wert aw of Wine in the 
| Age, as well as Rivers of milk; and that Jupiter who 
Saur, paſſin rivis currentie vine repreffit. But, pet- 
hs, he preſum's to alter the Fable, tor the better conclufi- 
wel his Period, which you know is no more ſufferable in Po- 
0 then the falfificat.on of holy Scripture in Divines. He 


Joocherwiſc a very gallant man, and makes excellent Verics 


Ine acd there. To tell you freely, nothing I have yer ſcen 
woe this great ſubject, tranſcends mediocrity, And though 
utc rf view, I took the Poem of Manfieur de for 
tit Tables of the Law, and thought the h of Heaven had 
araten in greater Characters, „ confeſs to 
Ja, is did not poſleſ me with devotion, and after I had reed 
& Hund my ſe lfe the ſame man | was betore. I am, 


| SIR, 


Ike, 1 Novemb. 1638, | Teur, Ce. 


. 
el, 


e my opinion upon ſome Verſes , but you have 
pals'd your ſentence upon the Poct together. Your judg- 
ences are alwaics the effects of lupream underſtanding, and 


you know. men as throughly , as if you had made them. If 
| Mon- 


: 
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| Monſicut de Sint Blancet write our Hiſtory, I could n | 

| would lend him your & ill, ſo exact, ſubric, and piercing , e 
IR 


the making ſuch Elogies with truth, as are uſually placed im 

the conctuhon of every Book, This Hiſtot ian · Poet is not un- if 
known to me, | hae ſeen long ago, both of his Proſe and thy 
Verle , he tein he imitates two examples exrreamly dange» by 
rous; I mean, Tacitus and Sretins, | believe your teſti 

concerning his Lexcate.. Bur if | will believe my (elf, forthe 

| beginning of a Hiſtory of our times, I conceive it neceſlary, 

| that he change and reform his ſtyle , betore he can reſemble 

T Titus Livius. I have the ſame eſteem ot his Poem with you, '4it 

| | written in a high ſtram, ſaving that it is ſometimes over- 

6 | ſno t, and falls into thejvitious extream, At for inſtahce, u 
= theſc two Verſes, which /Aruck me with amMaTZggnent at the inſt be 

reading, and made my ſmile the ſecond; *” 


Ille ore borrendum lituis . aperto, 
Obſcuratq; tubas vagitn, & iympana terret. 


1 r . 2 neat tot... wr an ti. | A042 
* * 
— — 


Good God! what a fe preſentation is this, of Monſieur the 
Dolphin, in his crad le! Me-thinks 1 rather ſee Pantagrae! there, 
or 1 trighting his poor Nurſe. Heavens ! what a 
AF voice, that drowns the noile of Drums, and renders the found 
Y of Trumpets im perceptible ! This is indeed a fair beginning, 
„ to ſpeak, one day, with che mouth of Canons, ud ſoſum . 
| tins genus Priacihi concedit beatifſime memoria Theyphilus, | ie 
F | member I have read ſomething of neer lkenefie to this, in S. 
| fins Itelicus, where he ſpeaks of Hannibal, then an Infant, and 
I pits theſe words into his fathers mouth; He cries with ſome m 
| | of grevity, & l ſee in bis countenance the porwraif} of my bai 
} | and choler, which ere reproduc'd in bim, end ſpall encreeſe with bis 
per.. i 8 


V agiturg, g even, 419, irarumelementa mearum. 


Filius Itaticus js very high in his expreſſions , bur Monbeur 
de Saint Blencat is many degrees above him. I am, 
SIR 
Balxec, 20 Decemb. 1638, g Your, Cc. 


* 
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Ex. 


IX, 
Much approve the Idea you have drawn , of your auſtere 
rigid Hiſtory, being not ſo great a lover of orna ment: 
ting, as that | would have them enervate vitility · But 
you muſt confeiic,that it is an Idea purely ſpirituall, which 
Per d one ly to you in your Cloſet, and is not to be found in 
nature of things. Your accompliſh'd reading cannot 72 
e me one exan ple of it, in all Roman Antiquity, For I do 
conſider, Quic ud Gracie mendax Audet in rid. | have a 
confident allurance, you cannot do it. Juſt now, | ended 
ik entire Hiſtory of Titus Livin: who ſeems to me more e lo- 
nt, if it be poſhible, then Cicero. As tor Seluft, he maniteſtly 
elles your maxims, and is not contented to uſe good lan- 
gage, but he le nds it out to Mariny, that is, to a Fran de Wert, 
ad wployes all his Rherorick in the Oration of an ignorant. 
Commentaries of Ceſar , and the lives of Surtonins , might 
brought in your juſtification; but they have not the name 
Kiftories , nor, with your favour, muſt, what | ſay, be tcar- 
Controverſe. For I am in effect of your opinion , and 
wuld write an Hiſtory in the manner you de ſꝶgne it, though 
have great contentment, in reading that of the diaught of 
by. lam, 
1 SIR, 


Aer, 4 July, 1638. Tour, Cc. 


EA XVI. 
R. | 
intention was certainly miſ conſttu'd, concerning the 
Gaſconian Poem; I never had any deſigne of aſperſing it, 
mich leſs Scatius and Tacitus; for although l am of the contrary / 
ty to them, yer | eſteem them brave & generous enemies; 1 
now thoſe noble pei ſonages have conce its high and magna- 
amous, that above half the world is for them, and that being 
nely culpable of the vice of their age, they are culpable ot a 
ice, that has a neer reſemblance to vertue, It is true, Nauge- 
nu made a ſacrifice ro the god Vulcan, of the Words he had 
named, in imitation of Statius. But | cannot approve of his 
gelty, nor will | counſc ll Monficus de Saint Bl inc at ro Mſpolc 
het his, which 1 have ſeen of the Imp:cfſion of Tholouſe. Be- 
des the worth, which is not ordinary, I have a king of = 
tere 


* T * * 
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tereſt in them, ſince I am ſtyl'd there magni Balracins is, if, 
ar leaſt, his meaning is, that | have the eloquence of Cicen , thu 
and not the throat of Geregentne. I am the chils * * 

thouſand vet. All Frence has epprebended the matter ie file: 
Tis © word fram'd by the untverſall voice; and withour u 
exyreſſe Edict to that purpoſe, i will be no ſmall difficulcy e I 0 
make us change our language. - _ tte 

| | 5 
Bal cec, 6 Janu. 1639. Tour, Gr. 


LETTER XVII. 
SIR, | 
I Kccurn the Comedy of Aazibel Caro , which I bave 0 
naw read over 3 it ſeems to me judicious and plauſible, yes, 
I conceive, I have ſccn better: The morall part has men 
my 2pprubation, then the plcalant; and his Fool has not gi 
me fo a of rh er gent; as ] could _ wiſhed, = 
ching the Comedies of Ariaſlo, you tell me of, I read thanis full. 
my 6. age to Rome , and do readily ſubſcribe to the faveary Bod f 
ble — you make of them. The perſon that lent chew f 
me, did not value chem ar ſo high a cace , as your triended fare, d 
Peris, Certainly, if that friend be marri'd, he will net ft Jam: 
his wife out of hisſight , but accompany her himſelf to wf w. 
viſits, A man of that unmeaſurable jealouſic, deſcrvesa firuw- A 
per for his conſort, and that his ſervant ſhould ſet his Lu Jack l 
on fire, to tene h him a more moderate e ſleem, of what he cally 
himſelf Maſter, I cannot believe, I have any friends ot thi bs add. 
mour ; it they were, I ſhould foon repent me of their know fo lofi 
ledge, and lo have given them ſuch teſtimonies bt. ty, 
» Pane} 


£ 


of 


hy 
pl 


prize above all their Books. I ſpeak onely of Inke, 
and Covers, without reference to the merit of the Authon, { 


who are not concern'd in this fort of commerce. I am, 
: * j 


SIR, « 

Bakzec, 19 May, 1638, Tour, Ge. | 
LET. XVIII. | of 
SIR, pe 


| F- - not ſo well skill'd in the Greek of plorence , as to ur ie the 

land diſtinctly the Atticiſm of Annibal caro; yet 1 ba- ertiſe 
ſome doubt of it, and my confus d ſuſpicions , are at no hren fenely 
diſtance from your perfect knowledge, Theie is dometh f. * mi 
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ality in the Comedy, that gave me much contentment , 
agb bave at preſent loft the remembrance of it. For the 
& | refer my ſe lf to you; onely 1 conceive, the Cavalier 
ni muſt be allowed the preeminence of fancy, and | never 
io gicat a d.fference between two Wits, as his and this 3 
x of them. is all imagination, and the other all judgment. 
the Veries of Annibal Caro , me thinks I behold the modeſt 
andeliry and decent management of a Common- wealth; and 
of Cavalier Marini repreſent me, the luxury and profu- 
of Nero. As t. V:;Forius, hc 13 a perſon I extreamly value, 
ugh he be no grea friend to Ovid, and ſe ems not wholly 
d with the Latine of Virgil, We will examine this mat 

at better leiſure, and con ſider the weight of thoſe reaſons, 
have induc'd him to ſuch opinions. In the mean time, you 
my pleaſe to unde: ſtand, that | expe the, volume in Folio , 
W have nothing bot thoughts of acknowledgment , for the 
es of Mefleurs du Puy. Your jealous friend might do 
ll, to conſult ſome Soothſayer, concerning the voyage of his 
$ Ithink he would be in as forlorn a condition, as the 
Alcyone , if hc ſhould dicam of ſome | unhappy adven- 

, that had befallen it. I b. ſeech you pardon my tretdom , 
amraing ſuch ꝓ oplc; the greateſt honour | can afford then, 
v reckon them in the number of thoſe, that are ſick of the 
of Tulips, or of that of Hen and Pigeons. Although 
ade laſt are ſome ties more profitable , and 1 have had the 
of the one in my hand , and the young of the other in 
Wadi. For my own part, | ſhould take great contentment, 
my Books in that manner; and | can ſay wirtour 

ty, that thoſe wherewith I have pleaſur d my friends, ſince 
ame into the world, would be ſufficient to make no ſmall 


Wy. [ am, a 
| SI R, 
, 29 May, 1638. Tour, Ce. 


ER X X. 


SS reren 


IA, | 
Mr indiſpoſition renders all my nights refilefle, and yours 
permits you but ſmall repoſe, l cannot draw comfort 
the reſemblance of your ſufferings. But 1 wuſt further 
iſe you, that my daies are allo painful] and irkſom , and 
'mely cnjoy a few paſſable moments, A life of this kind, is 8 
= miſcry, and I know nothing in it, can countervail the 
tow” 


i 


ver ſleep, this is indeed the ſtate of Regulus, in the hands of the 


2 — 
— — 


* 5 e — 


62 Familiar Letters. Book III. 
trouble, of ſuſtaining a body ſo ruinous as mine, Long we- Fu 
king u ſometimes without anguiſh. but hen a man's paing ne- 


Carthagenians, 'Tis to endure all the racks and tortures of the | 7 
Tyrants, your Letter mentions; tis to live as | do. Iam L\ 
that in all this relation, there is not ſo much as one word of {| 
Rhetorick, and could wiſh, my complaints were leſſe Hiflori- # 
call; they procced from a caule fo ſenſible and importunare, 
that I am not able to continue them, but muſt of neceſſiy , 
for this time, reduce all my matter to theſe few lines, which 
will affure you, that I am cternally with all my foul, 


SIR, 
Balzac, 12 June 1638, Your, Cc. 

LETTER XX. | 
SIR, "L's duth, 
H av ing depriv'd the imaginative Poet of judgment, I have | FP 
I Likfr hm nothing now, bit an inſtrument to commit faults vhole 
with. You know, when the Cyclops was blind, his great ſtrengi lde 
mcumbered him, and ſer vd onely, to advance the danger of fore, 
his fall. Our opin ont therefore appear to be the ſame, though An 
they differ'd in the expreſſion; and I conceive, that the favcy | 
alone, in what degree 3 it can poſſibly be, is unes· © a1 
pable ot being a patent of any thing, bur Monſters , or of tres- ws 

ding ia the right way, but by accident and fortune, Vid [ 
14 not ſo debonnair and agiceable , as ſome perſons I could | *9® 
name; but he has a certain Roman Gmpliciy in hi carriage, day 
that pleaſes me inſinitely; and even his Fre ee has ſome- 1 
thing in it, of grace and comelineſſe ; He is otherwiſe a mend — 
god blood, and has ennobled Pedantry He has employ'd hs We 
whole | fe, in the inſtruction of youth, and read publickly weicher 
every day in the Schools of Florence; ſome volumes of his cb- of pur 
{ervations upon Axiſtotle, Cicero, Demetrius, Phalerius, &c. att nembe 


come forth into the world , with commendation of his jadg- 
ment, Monſieur della Caſi, acknowledged him for his Maſter, 
Annibal Caro conſulted him, as the Oracle of his Country; and 
on this kde the Mountains, the proud Scaliger ſtyles him fe- 
quently, Clariſſimus Senex, and, Doftiffimus Vifterius, Io con- 
clude, he received viſits trem the Princes de Medicet, and Hen) 
the third writ him a Letter, to defire his friendſhip. 1 2m, 


» 


Balxac, 19 June 1631. Tour, Cc. 


L 8T. 
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LETTER XXI. 


Hatſoever information the enemy of Cer way have 
5 given you, I intreat you to beli: ye my affe ctns 
ve moſt conſtant and immutable. | have alwaies had a parti- 
eulac eſteem for YVritorins, although ! am conſtrain'd ro con- 
lle to you, I do not gicatly adm e the Letters and Otations 
Hately read. They reſemble thule Wines which ate not in- 
led coi tu pted, yet their worth excee ds not the rate of eight 
a Gailon, to uſe the compariſon of the late Monſieut 
A berbe. He commits no ſoleciſmes, he is no Barbarian, bur 
a native Citizen of Nome, though a very mean Plebcian, and 
has nothing to render him conſide able, bur the place of his 
dcth, Lou cannot imagine what reſolut ion is necetiary, to 
proceed ſo met imes from one page to another. To read the 
whole Book is no leſ o :oyl, then to travail over all the plains of 
mr afoot, and without company, 1 do not wonder there- 
fare, that it is ſo ſcarce, but rather ſhould hav: counted it pro- 
Aus, if there had been two Editions. Some of his ptefaces 
created in me a de ſire th read his Letters, which nauſeated me 
© nuch, that 1 ſhouli fear being ſick, unleſle yours do reſtore 
my appetite. As 1 do nut approve of Salt and Pe by 
ls, fo norwirhſta:ding infirmiry and ſqueam:ſbneſs, 
lam not ſo @pcrſtitious as to dillike all manner of ſauces, and. 
alwayes to obſerve the rules of a fick inans dyct. Tis a health 
note gricvous then diſcaſes, which obliges us to abſtain trom 
thoſe things which we moſt affect. Cicero in diveis places of 
hs Works, deridcs the ſoftlinefle of ſuch Oraters, as have 
mzxther ſtrength nor vigour, and arc equally undeterving both 
f puniſhment and reward: We may rank this perſon in that 
number; you would think he expir'd at the cloſe of every pe- 
nud, and had no more lite then one juſt a dying. In a word, he 
w wayes playes the Oratour in his Orations, Bur from hence 
t muſt not be concluded, bur he may be otherwiſe learned 
1nd ns. Andeven in this, although 1 am weary and 
karris'd with ſo tedious a Lecture, yer | 75 his meanneſa 
ad flow pace, beyond the loftineſſe and impetuoſity of Ciam- 
felt, AMalvexti, and many other high · flown wits on the other 
bde the Mountains. 1 am, p 
SIR, 


lair, 6 July, 1638. 
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Tour, &c. 
Ler- 


me to this teſtimony, that, I never knew any wan have a 


LETTER XXII. 
SIR 


T was your pleaſure, chat the facrednefie of Hoſpital; 
Jo prevail above all other confiderations, and | 


obedience my duty. No civility was wanting on mypartin | 


Monkeur Co he emertainment. I had his company here 3 
fortnight, and during that time, you were both the mot fre- 
q em and —— ſub ect ol our diſcourſes. Truth obliges 


re ſolute perſwabon of your worth then he. Your friendihip s 
the higheſt aime of his ambition, and unleſs you re jed his, l 
dare offer my ſe lie his ſurety, and be reſpookipe for the co 
tract. Upon diligent ſcrutiny, and ing all the tec 
of his hear, I find that in former pallages, there was net 6 
much malice as bravery, and more of accident then 
But I can aflure you, he hath an exrream regret for whath 
pat, and acknowledges that even Innocence it ſelſe muſt be 
ſteemed culpablc, it it ſhould offend a vertue like yours, te 
— given me ſo ſull ſatufaction therein, that I have mak 
him a promiſe of your love, and judged it of no 
require of hin / ſuch Remonſtrances, as himſelfe, by a Lemm u 
you intended. Your goodneſs makes me confident it will un 
Eee you, to hare gin'd «friend, and Joſt an e 
, He is, in reality, s perſon of great merit, and has . 
nent 1 af une np eas Fam and — 
I muſt not pals from an to a Panegyric 
I cannot heartily commend han, port in good oh 
with you. I am, 


* SIR bl 
ax ec, 12 Auguſt, 1638. 


LET. XXIII. 
SIR, | 
132 mater me, yet the ſudden 1& 


Tow, G.. 


tirement of Monſicur the Prefident is a very firange 1 
ſucprifing ad venture. I make you no queſtions df 
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F irrer 


*. 
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will I examine whether be were immediately inſpir' by te amp] 


Holy Ghoſt. Second cauſes have no influence in this 


as unhappy ſucceſs in Jove, diſcountenance of Superiours, | 1 


ſome defearure of that kind, which you may perhaps « 
xRuee, tis picty is not occafion'd by diſcontent, or laf 
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ef ſpirit : Neither is it the iſſue of 8 faine courage and de 
y. Nauſcounctic is uſually of thoſe things that have 
ted and overthrown the appetite, and we become weary of 
Eg protcftion, which out afteRions at firſt carried us with 
Inu violence co embrace. Our ſtrengih, if unthriſtily hus» 
handed, 3 ener vate and languid, and with that, oue ſpi- 
fie. But this cale affords no ground for ſuch conce ita, 
caatinuance of fo troubleſome an employment, might perhaps 
fem inſvpportably burdenſome to ſome other mans ſhoulders, 
though ſtrong and laber us. But this perſon, had a clear and 
wnable reputation, bryond that which his mages 
admirable pleadings had gain d him at the Barre, His re- 


H, 1 (ball make no other judgement of it, but civill and fa- 
| | wurable, 1 would believe that he was not able to withſtend 
| thepower of Grace that drew him from the world, and that 
Gol was vanquiſber in the combate betwixt him and man. 
In her moves him to ſpeak ſo much of his faults and infide- 
| | ſoa, in the Letter which he writ to Monßeur the Chancel- 
| | kr? I know thee was the ſiyle of St. 3 
| | axtherefore to be drawn into example; both you and my ſelf, 
| | aa ſufficiently reſtifie, that, he never commirted any exceſs 
| 2 of ftudying, and has no de bauchet ies, bur ſuch a3 
| ne ſt and vertuous, I am, 


SIR, 
Jer, i Septc mb. 1638. Tour, Cc. 


LET. XXIV. 
SIR, 


fie dayes thereon I receive your Leiters, are remarkable 

to my ima ll family, by the ſerenit y of my countenance. I 

_ | am not cheerfull but when it pleaſes you, nor have I any 
euntentment but that which the Cumier brings me wich your 
Packer, You evidence an exceſſive goodneile and +: in 
#fying my importunate cur ioſities ſo punually, and raking 
Sch pareicular care, of a perſon altogether unto 
you. Yet you conceive what you doe, ſhort and deficient, and 
elan of the tenderneſſe of my conſcience, that I forbear 
| | one? — your overthrow z tor to require of you 
news of K arabousller Moll all, as you nd | did, were it 

nt to oblige you io be rhe & Hiſtorian of this Age, and 
lend mx therelations of an infince number of excellent 


bauen will poſſibly be variouſly interpreted, though to m 


F2 things 
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things that are diſcours'd every day in that faire part of the 
World. You know, that Dres wans ex precept i: ſapientia traduff- 
ut, peccanti immortalitati anteponenduf eff. I hat is, in the rul- 
OT one day in the Hoſtell of Rombeniller, is 
more v then many Ages otherwhere ; and by conſe- 
yur, the Acts of one week in that Country, conſidering 
the importance and worth of things would comprehend more 
matter, than there is in ſevetall decads of other Hiſtories. 1 
underſtand fuch maiter as deſerves to be known, and affords 
both inſtruction and divertiſement. In which reſpeR, 1am 
not minded to charge you with the moſt precious, dur et the 
moſt weighty burthen that 1 know in the world. I deſire but 
one ſentence, one half of a period, or one ſmall word, of Ma- 
dam the Mar chioneſſe de Remboxillet, in repeating of which. i 
would be very diſficult to dercrmin-,whether the Mother of the 
Gracebi, were more abſolutely Romane then ſhe, in regardef 
ſpicit ans verrue, The Eloquence of that ancient Cornelts, wi 
frrably extol''d by them of her times. And we muſt alſo eu- 
ſeſſe, ro the glory of or, that her words are fram d with tw 
greater proportion of ſolid reaſon and judgement, than they 
arc of modeſty and hunour. I am, on. 
» 


Ie, 18 Feb. 1638. | Tour, &. 
LET, XXV. 
SIR, 


He feminine Sc nate, that aſſembles every Wedneſday u 
the houſe of Madam s, in my opinion, an od 
conceit. But Cato would have termed it a diſcaſe of the Con- 
monwealth, which oughr neceſlarily to be refreſs'd ; and en 
ſuch an occaſion the old Romanes would have ſent to conkult 
the Oracle of Delphos, what fo great a Prodigie might pe. 
tend. If the Lady that is Preſident ot the Aſſembly, has, 11 
am told, made a certain perſon, called a Denia 
of Rome; there remains nothing for her to do, in my opinioll, | 
then to.eſpouſe the Emperour of the little Houſes. I have long. 
ſince declar'd my ſelſe againſt the Pedantry ot the other Sex, Fi 
and profefs'd that 1 could more willingly rolerate a w 
with a beard, then one char pretends to learning. It is fir d 
eloquent Lady de ——— be ar leaſt Arrurney-Generall & 
this Soveraign Court; and next her, Madam ——— . Ine} 
neſt, had I authority in the Civill Government, I would * 


R e 
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kmn all thoſe women perpetually to the diſlaffe, that under - 


— 
* 


the Jute to wrice books, that transform their ſyuls by a maſculine 

1. diguile, and break the rank they bold in the world. I ltere are 

ul - | ſane chat paſſe their cenſure as conhdently on our Verie anJ 

is Rose, as on their Italian Dreſſes and Needle- work:. They 

nſe- | frople to ſay, an Heroick Poem, but alwajes call it F pick; and 

ing [| there is never any mention of the Kid, but they preiently tall to 

wre {| ddcourle of the ſinglenefle of the ſub . ang the rule ot twen- 

s. 1 {ty four hours. No more at preſent, but that | am, ? 

vrds | 

an SIR? 

— begs, 31 Sc p. 1638. Tour, Cc. 

Mz- 4 

ch. LETIER XXVI. 

by nasal of the t rhe great World you ſene ine, 
the newes, ot the great Wor nt me 

1 I impart to you thoſe of our Village. Never did Nature 

. dad our fields with more beauty. and delighrfull verdare ; 

b no | me were the trees and corn more florid and promiſing. The 

they | Sundoex not employ all thoſe beams, he did in April the year 


when he burnt up the herbs in the tendernefiie of their 
3 his heat is mild, innocent, and ſupportable to the-wea- 
ie deads, The ceolnetic and dewes of the nights ſucceed in 
lei courſe, and yie ld refreſhment , to what would languiſh 
2 eat th, without t he it ſuccour. But having rather laid 
duſt, then made it dirty, it inuſt be granted, they contri- 
n no ſmall ſhare, to the pleaſure of thoſe rate mornings we 
ay, Lam very folicitousof loſing the leaſt moment of them, 
u preciſcly begin them, at halt an houre sfter four, and ſo 
nue them without intermiſſion till noon, during that 
hace, I walk abroad without wearineſſe, and in ſuch places, 
I may conveniently fir at my pleaſure. | rcad Books, 
wn do not oblige me to meditate, and my ſtudy is with indit- 
went attention; for at the ſame time, 1 do not ceaſe to liſten 
van infinite number of Nightingales, where with our thickers 
inſpiced, I paſſe my —— of their merit, as you do of 
of Poets, in the place where you are; and indeed, if you 
3M ignorantofir, laſline you, there is a5 much difference 
een Nightingale and Nightingale, as between Poct and 
L There are ſome of the fiſt , and ſome of the inferiour 
Guis. We have enough of Maillets,and — and alſo 
7-4 ſome 


HS 
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11. 


Oh 


ww 
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and noble train, and t ven in the Boch, in which there ae 


N. 
' ſages. I muſt have a copy of it, at what rate ſoever ; and I nill 


. 6 - a 
— . _ 
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Lene Cheptieins and Malberber, The reſt aborber time, 


] am, 
| SIR, 
Bac, 12: May, 1638. | Tour, Cc. 
LETTER XXVII. 
STR, 


ri father ni is an Orator, whom I admiced in the 
Chair, but do not fo upon the Paper ; in the latle ihm 
have read of his book, | have obſerved very many poeticall ex 
preſſions, and cold atlyfions , togerher with certain fables in- 
rermixed ; which, us they do not pleaſe me in any place, ol 
abſolutely condemn them in Chriſtian eloquence. Befides all 
which, 1 know not who can allow him, to alledge before the 
Pope , and the ſacred Colledge of Cardinalls, Alexender d 
Alezandre, Calius Rbodiginus, Pierins Valerienus, and other lie 
— ſo little deferving of the honour he doth them, au | i 
remote from his argument z in a word, who have nothing | 
do with the grandcur ot Jeſus Cbriſt, and the Majeſty of the 
Gaſpel. I perccjve hence, that the father Narai was wall 
born, bur badly enough inſtructed ; and that bis deſeſti o 
eceded from his Maſters and hizBooks,but that he owes his el 
quence almoſt wholly to bunicltz he ſpeaks ſoracrames in 8 high 


many cold alluſions, and poeticall expreſſions, and where . 
eiu Valeriangs is qu ote d, there are ſotne inc | 


not want one, tho (gh I be enforced to requeſt it of Pope d 
ben., who beretofore. did me the honour to eareſſe me. k 
ought not to ſecm ftirange .. that | have ſuch inclination, far 
an Orgtour of my acquaintance. But there is yet 

more particular, that j1NNi6-5 my paſſion: and who would new 
conclude , but there were ſome domeſticall intereſts berween 
us? Nevercheleſle, it is a reall truth, that I aw going to te 
you; this good man docs ſo neei ly reſemble my father, cha the 
firſt time I faw hin, | belicy'd my father had diſguis'd him 
ſelf, in the habite of a Capuchine. I am, 


Baltgc, 20 Ocob, 1638, Tou, Gr. 


1 {a 
> 
* 
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r. nn 
SIR, 


1 Earneſily be ſtech you, to have fo much pity af me, as to de- 
liver me tum the torment of this impartunate perlon; be 
afeules me with Paraphcaſcs and Sermons , and will not ſut- 
fer me to enjoy the benefit, of being 8 hundred leagues diſtant 
fem bin, If you have no kill in Exarciſm, co ha bin from 
honnting me, I will turn ſhawelcilc, and give hihi ſome 1c 
— difgnd, At keaft, his qualities of Pieacher and Para - 
Faber, of Plalmift and Propber, fhall not hin- 
me, from ſignifying to him in plain trarms , that | much 
fricad up , but yet have greater love ta my own re- 


bits, 30. ORob. 1638. Tour ve. 
| LET. XXIX. 
SIR, 


— unto you, for the exact juſtice you have ren- 
Gred, in your laſt Letter, to our friends of antiquity ; 1 have 
unn particular inſtruction from it, as from all the preee» 


| exc; and wy cxpeRation was not greatet then my ſatifacti- 


Bat, | cannot deny, The demand you make me, concerts 
Nonſicur de has ſomething ſurpriſed me ; he un- 

marc of my affairs, chen wy ſelf; and it is br he be 
th moſt-g car, and moſt-good , fince he be at ies me in my 
li tine, and by his own private authority. I am all matter, 
ech, and body, and yet they ſell me about at Paris, for a man 
up of quinteflcnce. 'Tis a ſavout done me by my News- 
Merchant,and a vertue fie is pleaſed to cndue me with: Never» 
I beligve, he docs nat report, that | let my beard grow 


f 


Ju length, or curtail the collar of my rrkin. I have ever fo 


nuch diſapproved Sngulatity of this natwie,tbar althnugh I te- 
kience the yaunger Cat, yet the uncleanlineſe ot hi hands, 
F 4 wit 


f 
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compr, arc very tar from commend ing him to my cfteem. The 
action of Monßeut the Prefident, u an heiocall exploit, 
which muſt not be drawn into example , and infmitely tran- 


ſcends my capacity and endeavout :. I have not wing cnough 
for ſo high a t, nor know | how to take ayme at things 

beyond view and comprehenſion. Bur as | am ſhort 4 
thoſe ones, who have no other object of their thougint, 
bur the fchcities of Heaven, fo | beſeech you to believe, that 


1 am more remete from the number of thoſe h ines, who 
drive a trade upon earth with de jectedneſſe and ſoure faces ; l 
have not fal ſhood enough for ſuch carriage. I never affeed 
to appear better then | am , becauſe 1alwaies Jov'd my reps 
ration lefle then truth. Had I been capable of the cheat of de- 
vation, I had certainly found forrune more favourable , then 


ſhe has been, and the ge Jean Jacques iould have tres | 


ted me at this day, with the title of my Lord. But in realay, 
I prefer liberty before command, and priſe my quiet, more 
then the dipriiries cf others. You ſhould ſce a clear proofel 
what I ſay, f they at Co re would take me into conſideration, 
and confer on my ſilence , wha! the DoS canvaſſe for every 
day, hy their Sermon; the wo 1d ſhould then know, that Iam 
no vaunter of Philoſophy, & you receive the pleaſure of baving 


a friend, that did in earneſt refuſe Biſhopricks. 1 am, 5 


STIR; 
Balzac, 10 Novemb, 1638, Tour, OFc- 


; EET, XXX. 
SIR, 


1 Will nor undertake to eure you, it is enough that 1 aſſurt 
you, I ſuffer with you, and have as quick 2 tenſe of your ſot- 


rowes, as of my one. The perſon tor whom you lament, dd 


like a Hero, and with the glorious conſolation cf that anten 
Verſe; 25 


He conquering fell. end ere of life bereev'd , 
Ful back bis foe the death bimſel f receiv d. 


Bur this ix that, which, in my opinion, obliges you to a dow 
dle grief; that which augments the glory he obrain'd, 1enden 
more deplorable the loſſe which you — 
valour had given you a leſſe meaſure of afflidion. Let in — 


4 Book Ill. 
with bis tora and dirty Gown, and his locks horrid azad m- 


vorrTs OY EC eren 


0; and a meant 


2 ; 
| without the furtherance of Moi 
| and alſo Monfieut de ls Troufſe, although he had never 
, |} merColoreds., Death is a neceflary conſequence of birth , and 
| | 'ris our beginning ſhould be lamented , 8 firſt iep 
> |} cut end and difiolution. But what preſumption is this, to 
| } preach befere the father Nerm Neverthelefie, the father Nerai 
j pow before the Pope; that is, before him that has all the 
> i Law and Divinity in his breaſt, 1 could curſe thoſe 
» | Polrrons,chat forſook their Principall at his fall, and me- thinks 
| | there ought to have been ſou French Cavaliers to have co- 
we him, with the bodies of four Cavaliers of Germany. The 
+ |} bromn Nymph, in my opinion, does not render him good 
e he fag his high valouc in a ſutable firain, I am tiou- 
1 for our Mon ſie ur de c baude bonne, whom call che fick- 
7 Bur wiſdom is no more priviledged then valour ; it is 
7 ry chat even the Saints die, before they be Canoniz d. 
n a. | 
ST 3: oh" SIR, | 
- -} Bdre, 1 Decemb, 1638. Your, foe. 
ure 
of- | 
8 | pe f 
” The End of the Third Book, , 
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The Fourth Book. 
LETTER ]. 


Do not begin to count my obligations to you 
from this day, All chat I poſlefs of Henwbd 
Care, 1 hold of your bounty, and the ſame 
hand has made me a Newycars preſent of his 
Tranſlation of Ariftetle, that formerly be- 

ſtow d on me the Volum ot his Letten. 80 
FE. chat we onely continue our euſtome, you 
give, and I receive, May proſperity attend my benefactor, ot 
wy 


3 
hx 
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"wy bers · toctor, ſince Monſieur V augelas will have it ſo; and that 
dhe meet to unterrupe an old triendthip for ſo incanſider- 
des difference, The Italian Aineige ſhall return to you as 
empleas and ſound, as ic lett your Cloſer. Such gueſts, when 
journ under my roof, never ſuffer any bed treatment. 
Diche two E praphs you were pleas'd to ſend me, I conceive 
vac is leſle le then the other; but there is neicher. of 
them good, and this is not called writing in Latine, You un- 
tes ond this truth before me, hut would not declare is fo free» 
ly. Tu no new obſervation to you, that as there are cankdent 
and furious fools in the gaibe of wilemen, ia there are alſo ſen» 
untious obſurd des, that carry the appearance of Aphos iim. 
) | TheWorld iamoſt ncly impos'd upon by fuch falſe light- 
ning 3 and | cannot afficm, if to avoid being of the deceived 
Workd, it ſuffices to be one of the Academe, I am infinitely 
pleas'd with che new acquiſition it has made of the Pluloſo- 
er z He is, in truth, a gailent perſon, and is not * 
devrient c, conceit ane invention, though he ſerves himſe lſe 
moſt commonly ot that ot others. I ſay nothing of 1he other 
a, which was made on the ſame day, leaſt 1 Huld 
ſeem co di the judgement of my Superiours, and to 
we too much li to my own, There me ſome and 
wits, which he cannot endute, He would ſu two 
thirds of all Librarias, and the moiety of Univerſities. A 
perſon of ſuch ſavage melanchelly, ſhould never dream of 
coming abroad our of his retirement, and the pleaſure which 
he takes in defpifing all things, ought ta teſtrain his defaes 
ii being any thing in the world. I aw, 


SIR, 
Bak, 4 Jang, 1639. Tour, Cc. 
| LETTER II. 
SIR, 
Ig ambitious thoughts of Monſieur — in my be 
half, and the glorious offers he many times propoſes to j 


Jou, cannot bur give you ſtrange apprehenfions of bim. You | 
muſt excuſe the heat of his Zeal, and make your ſelfe pleaſanc 1 
with all his ſplendid promiſes. Without queſtion, it us one ly 1 
an old Parchment, which they call a Breviate, that was ten · 
ned me ſome ten years ſince; and the ſubſcript ion of ſeveral} 
Letters. ſome whereof are from very ordinary bands, that ha va 1 

carried him to theſe extravagant motions, He imagin'd, 1 þ | 


might | | 


OO EOAaAS 


- 


. . —————— 


* my Muſes, yie Id me any thing upon thoſe ſorts of 
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7 
might with juſtice expeR the like favour that was granted to 
222 Picardy, who is not capable of returning any 
confiderable ſervices. But herein 1 diſſent from my friend ; 
Yaving learnt a long time fince, that there is no Robe ſo be- 
ming a Philolopher as his virtue. Wherefore, Sir, afer 
— to you for the will you have ceftived 
rowards me 1 1 3—— i have 
already n; my requeſt to you in, t lurceale 
. — 1 and inform ar as bbot 
that . is not ſutable to the deſires of my friends, 1 
find my ſelte fo 
that even an other name annexed to mine, would weigh 
down, and a nakcd title, , by" charge or 
ment, can afford me onely trouble and mconvemence, 1 
willingly have written to Monſieur —— , but Iam 


unprovided of matter to do it, Neither my Rhetorick, not 


If LI knew a maker of Complemente, and Matriage- | 


1 would purchaſe ſume of hs Mcrchandize at a Piſtol a line, 


though Piſtols alſo are not made in my Village. This # to 


tell you, Sir, I am no longer able to do ity and you may more- 


over ncuſe me, that there was no gieat a ce, 1 mould 
perform civilit ies upon a ſubject of marriage, fince | fail d in 


| upon occafion of the death of Monfcur de 
it is geceſſary therefore, for my honour , that my Letters be 
et, to avoid offcading ſuch perſons as I reſpect; and it 
is of much importance, that every one be aſſured of my indi- 
poſition, to the end, no body may complain of my ſilence. To 
morrow , I will ſend Monheur the Commiſlary , the Letter 
which you writto him; I have opened it, and find it very 
judicious and diſcreet. But diſcretion is the univerſall cha- 
raQer of all your writings, and you ate very cucumſpeR in 
the leaſt actions ot your life. 1 am, | 
SIR, 


Beirac, 27 Jan, 1639. Tour, Cc. 


LET- 


et A” 


feeble, and overburden'd with divers evills, 


the duties of humanity , and afforded ing to my ancient 


. 
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GET, . | 
IA, ' 
[ Perceive , Monſieur de Ia Erefſe had not intentions, one ly 
ro oblige me, but to do it gracefully, and after a noble ſa- 
ſhion; this is to make two favours of one , and to underſtand 
the Art that Feners teaches. But he is better skil'd mother 
matters, and | know not, if I told you when 1 was at Paris, chat 
in often as I had the honour to entertain him, I was dazlcd 
with the raies and luſtre, that proceeded from hig wit. At that 
me, | ſpoke without intereſts It is req uſite now , that i ad- 
my acknowledgmenrs to my eſteem, and beſccch you, to 
give him aſſurance of both. | am now falling to work in good 
earneſt, for our incomparable Marchione ſle; and you may tell 
him before hand, that 1 hope to relate ſome wonders, of his 
Rome, and his Romances. There ſhall be perhaps a little Book, 
divided into ſeverall Chapters, for the better confideratien of 
the parts; and when that is finiſhed , I muſt bethink my ſelf 
A mother deſigne; for I have a work in my head , which I 
imead xo intitle Entertainments, and ſhall be of a more con- 
die, and leſſe oratoriall ſty le; but yer ſuch, as ſhall not be lefic 
guccfull and plea ſing. To author iſe the title, I have the ex- 
ple of two Authors, that have paſs'd before me, namely, 
Moafieur the Biſhop of Geneva, and our dear Monſieur Bardin . 
who impos'd this name upon ſome ot their works, It will ſuit 
ently with my. book, ic being in effect, the abridgment 
and extract of all the converſations, I have had with your 
ſelf, and ether choice perſons. I ſhall therein diſeoui ſe, either 
with my friends, or concerning them, and I think, that diſ- 
— commerce ought te be more approved by them, 
then Letters of complement, which almoſt ever ſignific the 
lame thing. | renew my former reſolution, and renounce them 
this laſt time more ſolemnly then ever. Therefore, dear Sit, 
eblige me, by forbearing ro preſſe me further thereunto; and 
remember , that for all others, except you, I am at Jeruſalem, 
but paſſionately at Balxac. | K 
SIR, 


ldxec, 8 Feb., 1639. | Your, Cc. 
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| LETTER IV. 
SIR 


» 
Am not at all diſmaid at the digreſhon, which you are 
LO eteribin The Tine of eckor men — 
umo me, bur ſhould you write me whole Volumes, I hould 
account them ſhort. And | have no teaſom co complain, ther 
you diſpenſe your favor / liberally, and by handfulls, All 


atienec. T he greateſi part of poſthumous picces, are either 
PPP — 
tho injurious offices are ordinarily performed , if not ags 
thei order, at leaſt, be ſides their inrention. Yer this dots ner 
Excule the forblenefic and flagging fiyle of ViHortur ; forks 
Orations , which were not written witho' 


ut mediation, at 
more week and dead , if poſſible, then bis Letters, on which 
it is evident. he no Rudy or diligencc at all. The 
funerall Oratiom of Coſmo , deſet vd the height and encellaam 
of Ormory. Burt | canner judge i tolcrable , and withour 
doubt, he has done injury to the reputation of that great 
Prince , nor to ay, that he has ſcandaliz'd his memory, In 
truth, he did deſerve to have been told, at bis deſcending from 
the Chair, O mdignam ſanm principis tai, bis mortuus n jand 
ger meybam,iternen per te. | am, os "x 
Beſraxc, 15 Feb. 1639. Teur, toc. 


LET. v. 


Ouwrize me the moſt pleaſant things in the world, cow 

crrning the gremer and leſſer deities; and the array % 
5 St. Auguſtine, is nothing comparable ro-youts; 
| eft6em ie, but withour any bene fir or advantage. And fince al 
the calamitics thoſe little gods can fend us, are onely meta 
rieull, I cominuc in the rearms of my laſt Letter, and am 


jolved tobe irreligious, rather then adore all ſores of Diva» 


ties. There is, Sir, in my opinion, a mean between impiety 
devotion; and a man may abſtain from blaſphcmies , 
he do not undertake to compoſe hymns. Beſides, hlences 
ſometimes interpreted, an owning of Religion; and they us" 
to ery ot old, Favere linguis , in the middle of their ſacribees, 
I have choſen this piece of falſe religion, and deſire ro hold a 
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that you write is conſiderable, over-payes the Reader: 
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. 1 witz moſt of all, for rhe commerce wirh the Academy,and 
4} chat | have with you, which I ſhould have kept ſccret, left 


SIR 
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ſhould think tu meafure t lves, by the 


* 
u 1 make of Monßeur Chopelain, I am, 


SIA, 


bdeec, 10 Feb. 1639. Teur, Ce. 


LETTER VI. 


» 

O judge exactly, and like a Maſter, of the Comedy which 
have done me the favour to ſend me, it is not neteſ- 

in ro be deeply learn d, or to have more knowledge, then 
lhave of Ariffecle's ſeerets and yours. I call chat new do- 
fine fo, which you diſcloſe to your favourits, and whereot 
Nen no more , then it plesſes you to teach 
thm, Neverthelefle 1 ſhall not forbear to declare my opini- 
«in expetance of your determination, and to tell you, char 
oe as 1 conceive, are far from do; Renee 
anon of Orlando, chew elder brother. 1. can 3 any 
chere cannot be a more ingenuoue, hand ſome, or bettet 
eemeriy'd ſtory, then this; and France never yet ſaw any piece 
el this nature, thut deſery'd to be compar'd with ir, It is al- 
neſt impoſſible, ro bend rhe gravity of our Verſe, and fuirir 
i the famliarnefſe of ordinary converſation, Neither do [ 
mach approve of Proſe tpon the Theatre; and Verſe without 
— apr friend de . reg — LP 
or , 6 oblige the St with 2 7. 
de me like to have no Ariel — N 1 confeſſe, 1 
meer peruſed this, but in the bulk , and withoar defigne of 
friſt examiaacion. You may pteaſe to reſolve me, ifmy firſt 
ww has deceived me, and whether my judgment be not er- 
eus. However it be, che concernment us not ſo great to 
mt, a5 to require my care: Good or bad, true or tale, tis al- 
wit the fame thing now 2daics, and all the world undertakes 
2E thoogh in truch, there is nothi: g ſo rare and hard 
wo ound, as ſolid and unbials'd judgment. Perbaps we 
hend a whole day, in the elaborating of one Period, and 
we have diftitys our brains, in the framing of a diſ- 
wurſe, which may poſſible be a Maſter- piece of Art, they will 
e they highly favuur us, in ſaying , there are truly ſome 
Fenythings in ir, & the language is not bad, A man n; 
c roco 
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we , 


devote himſelf ro fleep, than to tire himſelf ia ſuch unprok- 
table e lucubrations, And | freely pardon that brave perſoa, 
the reſentment which he teſtificd aga inſt the Muſes , upon the 
like occafion; 


Ite leves nuge flerileſq; valete c emeng, 
lee, ſat eff, primos vobiſcum eſſumpſi mus anno 


Jam, : 
SIR, 
Balzac, 15 March, 1639. Trur, toc, 
LET. vn. 
SIR 


His paper ſerves onely , to accuſe the ſow pace of your 
1 Letter, of the ei nth of this month, and to aflire you, 
that 1 ſubſcride univertally to all chat you write. I look upon 
my ſelf as much honoured , by the lat: conference which 
had with the Marqueſſe de Mentaxfier ; he caſts too many 4 


gations upon me, and the freſh proofs of his goodneſle, en 


too diſproportionate ts my merit. One day, perhaps, [ 

have opportunity to eee him, how gratefully ! — 
his civilities, and I hope he will have no cauſe to repent, ui 
having honoured a perſon with his friendſhip , who has ſo e- 
verent eſteem of his vertue. I muſt ſurt her add to this Ticks, 
the report which one lately acquainted me withall, that there 
paſles aLibel at Paris, whereof ſome con je kure me the Auth 
if ix arrive at your cats, you may conſdentiy {wear , without 
fear of perjury , that | interneddle not wich things of fo fol 
a flature: You know how well I love my quiet, and how os 
rally backward I am from all manner of writing; I am ſo in 
from ſupererogating , that I oftcntimes fall ſhort of my duty. 
I uſc not to lend my words, or my choler, in the behalf ofany 


man. And he chat paſles over injuries done to himſelf, is net 


like ro revenge thoſe of another, The relation which I have 

made you of it, is, | think, to little purpoſe , bur ad ms 

cauelem, and I thought my ſelt obliged to give r you, Ian, 
SLR, 


Balxac, 17 Novemb . 1639. Tour, Ce. 


LET, 
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LETTER Vill. 


and has occaſion d factions and parties. For my pac - 

» I have gone in that way my reaſon ſuggeſted tor the 

beſt, without imagining that I concurr'd with you, and | merit 
not your thanks, for following my own opinion. I had no 
ocher object but truth, which, it was faid of old, ought to be 
cholen, with the de ſert ion of Socrates and Plato, and in whoſe 


SIR | 
T He affair of Arieflo is, it ſeems, in the mouth of all peo 
* 


j cauſe we ſhould not ſcruple, to oppoſe, not one ly the appre- 


benſions of our friends, bur e ven our ewn inclinations. Upon 
tha conſideration , I have ſome hopes of the converſion of our 
dear, Mon ſicut de Voitare , who knowes, that Saint Anguffine 
bach wrigcen his retraRations, and chat there ate ſome Lawcs 
thatare abrogated by others; as alſo that none hath the gift 
ef infallibility , beſides our holy father the Pope, when he 
ſpeaks ex cathedr4. It is fit to aſcribe glory to God, who. alone 
kache poſſe ſſion of truth, and is not capable eit her of errors 
« tepenrance. Since the Stars and Cedars fall, who is he that 
caauurc himſ. If of hu ſtability : And is there any perſon ſo 
perſet , that he has not ſometimes a ſenſe of human weak- 
aefſe? This ingenuous conte ſſion is almoſt as honourable as the 
Yatory, In all regards, an accommodation is better then 4 
dell; and I had rather be reconciled with Arieffo , then be 


engaped in a combat againſt his 12 This Ale be is a2 


agerous man, and wo be to them that incur his diſpleaſure, 
to my ſelf , I account his friendſhip as a piece of good 
ne, and am very proud of the new ie ſtnony he has ren- 
ded me of ir. But that fiſter ef his, that writes ſo elegantly , 
and ſuch good ſenſe, is verily worthy of that relation, and, in 
ay fancy, a moſt accompliſh'd and excellent perion. Do me 
fayour , Sir, to I nd me à dozen cf your words, to make 


her the complement 1 am obliged ro offer 3 and aſſure her fur- 


ther, if you pleaſe, that if | were the Jawtull diſpoſer of that 
mmortality, whereof you ſpeak, ſhe ſhauld not fail to have 2 
ion, Ar preſent, my deſire is, that (he , and Monſicut her 
ber, may have the fight ofthe firſt part of my diſcout le, pon 
Arnander. It will net likewiſe be unfitting, to communicate 
& to the learned, Monſieur de Ia Morte, to the intent 
| may know of him, whether all our French cloquence be 
G any 
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| any thing more, then the diſpoſition of words, and harmon 
periods, I am, 
SIR, 
Bulzac, 15 April, 1639. Lem, Cre. 
LETTER IX. 


; 


SIR, 
' #'gumecnt of no unpleaſanc diſcourie: & we would entitle x, 


tet of denance, would be inferred in it, which is a piece ef no 
0 eee then, you muſt be — do me the 
neceſſary favor, of keeping mine in your nyu 
body both the fight and copy of it. You are inderd — 
rable in tligence , and your goodneſſe overprefies me 
with civiliries and obligations. What prodigious inclination 
is this, to receive a Letter at nine a clock ar night, and wan- 
ſwwer it at the ſame time 2 with fo much diſcret ion and era 
neſle I 1 confeſs you have all forts of advantages over we, and 
I am nor capable of fo great pertormances, 1 will f re. 
turn you your admirable Italian, and onely in che mean time 
aſſure yeu, that I am raviſh'd with his Tranflation of the 
FEneids. I conceive, we'may judge principally from it, of the 
wit of Hannibal Caro, and of the cxccllence of his Tongye, 
When I confider it, in this Book, 1 cannot but pitry ours, 
and have very low eftcem of ir, Vi, quod ei dreff de ingenis, n 
| ille art, alderemut. | have very many things to ſay uponthis 
| fabject, bur ic will be better ro reſerve them for a Chapter el 
our Entertainments : And beſides, | am not in a condition to be 
| pleaſant, being weary and ſharter'd with one of the moſt av 
| ell nights that | have paſs'd a long 1 I am, 


b 


Balzac, 29 April, 1639. Tew, (5c. 
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to fee that gallant perſon againe, of whom you! 

I as. E. n — ſo — in ſwallow 
ing Bcnehices of five hundred Crowns revenue, 1 ſhall contain 
my ſelfe trcm eſteem ing him either Phocion ar Ariftides, The 
| a eee of Monſieur de pace tanti uiri dixerim, 5 
| mes right, and not alwaies fo. The n 
on· 
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z Our difference with Monficur de heine, might be the 
: with your permiſſion, T he Tryall of 4riefſs. Our friends Let - 
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hats very narrow limits, and as the firſt 


de 


does br dinarily attribure roo much to himſelf, ſo does the 1c- 


cond ſet too high a value on the firſt, whether it be, chat he owe 
hin ſome ſmall ſumme, for which he payes him conſideration 
ia chis manner, ot any other leſs maceriall intereſt that in- 
duces him to ſuch conce its. They are both of them ſtrangers in 
that Country, whereot I eſteem my ſelf a Denizen, and the 
letle acquaintance they have with the Ancienty, is the cauſe 
dat they deal with fo much equivocation and ambiguity in 
matters which concern the Moderns. If they had onely ta- 
fro pains ta read the Apology of Apuletus, or that of Saint 


againſt Rafaxs, they would have Icarnt, that all 
ect, are pot capable of the ſame ſtrength or ornament; and 
hare obſery d other manner of incqualitics there, then in m 
Diſcourſe, I will ſpeak nothing of theſe knowing Ladies, which 
- they have drawn to their opinion, but one ly this, that I con- 
ctive my ſelte ſubt ile enough, to be able to deceive them at 
the firſt reading at leaft, as well as ſome bad Poets of the ſtage 
have done. | confeſs, it never centred into my thoughts to 
chooſe them for my Judges, and hence it is chat they pro- 
nounced ſo ſpecdy a ſentence upon a man that did not yet be 
zin io plead, 'Tis you, Sir, who are the rule of Truth, and it 
s not poflible for me to doubt the certainty of your reſoſuti- 
ens, fo long as | have your voyce in my fayour ; | ſhall not 
be follicirous, to repair 3 buſincſſe wherein the curious igno- 
rancc of ſome does rather make then finde defc2s. 
This perſon does me a kindneſs beyond my deſites; and J 


| gold not believe, that there was ſo much freedom in the 
 Guntryof diſſimulation. I alſa wonder how the moſt obſcr- 


nat of all Morcalls, came te quit his obſcquiouſneſle for my 
concernment, end did not rather in compliance with his 
friend, pronounce the ſccond-moicty of equall merit with the 
belt · Howe vet it be, I ſhall not much lay this unhappineſſe to 
keart. The world is b:come fo delicate, and | may ſay, faflidi- 
ous too, that it otten diſrcliſhes more commendable things 
then mine. I cannot dilate fur ther upon this ſub je ct, by rea- 
fon of Totila's abſence, whom lome Akin have taken from me. 
lam fo infirm and helpleſſe, that wanting his hands, my own 
Wil one ly ſerve me to allure 2 E"Wg | am, 
5 SIR, | 
Mer, it May, 1639. Tour, Cc. 
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SET. 44, 
SIR, 


Ou may moſt aſſured ly believe, that my minde is in equall - 


ſuffcrance with yours z and that | ſwallow a part of that 
duſt whereof you ſpeak, But be ſides this, I am not without my 
peculiar unhappineiles, though I have like wiſe ſome good 
news to unpart to you. In requitall of the ſtory of your break- 
ing up houſe, you ſhall receive that of the ucath of three of 
my Horſes, and the ſickneſſe of the fourth, It muſt needs be, 
that either the Goddeſs Hippona is ſtrange ly incem d againſt 
me, or ſeme other pet nitious Demon is grown cnvious of m 
Promenades, and has deſign'd to force me to go afoot, and 
deprive me of the onely remaining pleaſyre of my life. This 
inconvenience is more grievous to me then my Jaſt, which 
though it would be perhaps not inconſiderable to a man that 
had both a grand and little Eſcuyrie; yet Ireſent no more of 
it, then the preſent diſturbance, we the trouble | ſhall have 
to move, till my poor equipage be tepair d. The want of x 
Caroach is a miſery inſupportable, to the conditiou wherein | 
am; and though Philoſophy may place it in the number of 
things ſupe: fluous, yet my infirmity makes me account i 
amongſt the neceſſary. Having affirm'd thus much, I will pre- 
ſume to tell you further, that | apprebend more contentment, 
jn being extoll'd in that manner, then by all the Eloge & 
the Academy. And of thoſe two defires of Virgil, 


704 me quog; poſſim 
Tollcre bums, viflorg; virum volitere per ore. 


lexpound the fi ſt, concerning a Caroach, which you ſee he 
places before a great reputation. Nevertheſe ſſe, Sir, I would 
not be miſconceived, as offended thereat; and that my diſguſt 
of the laſt weeks actions, drawes theſe ſpeeches trom me. 
Whatſoever | have written 1o yuu , 1 beſeech you to believe, 
that I know with what lubmiſlion and docility , I ought to te- 
ccive every thing, that is tender'd me by my friends. One) 
1 think, che freedome of friendſhip ſhould not exclude diſcre- 


tion; and that faithfull couniell is not us'd to be given ia 


publick. I here fore Mon ſieur might have foiborn 
raiſing himfelf, ro be Monſieur the judge; and rather 
thought, he had been lefle artentive in reading the ſecond 


put; 
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pare, then laid of it, that it was of leſſe ſtrength then the krſt , 


therefore by necetiary conlequence, it can have none. Bur 
ibo ig we (ould agi ce 2 
— yet being, as | am, continually afflicted and in miſery, 
dic: fathe? conſolation then ch inlell, Provided there be 
wether here ſie nor ncongr ty in my writings, I eſteem all 
the reſt, as undeſcrving the trouble of formation. | prefer 
deed a buſineil: accomplith'd , before that which is to be 
ihne, and is yer onely in de ſigne. 


P r «tulerimque berùm fortis detuſque videri, 
Dum mee delelant mala me, vel denique falle ut, 
uam ſopere & ringi | 


| have leen the daies, wherein 1 had different inclinations ; 
but age and inficrmities have wrought this, amongſt other alte- 
mons in me. I perceivemy ſelſe become obſtinate and hard- 
a, againſt the greateſt and moſt provoking injuries , which 
o poſſibly be rather an eſtect of them, than of Philoſophy. 
a, 


SIR, 
ler, 24 May, 1639. Tour, Cc. 


SET. A 


SIR, 
* is not unqueſtionable, but Scaliger may have fail'd in the 
8 of the Circle, Vet C aſaubon has written excellent 
lier vat ions in his Excrcitations, againſt the Cardinal Bar- 
. Heinfus alſo will perhaps afford us ſome remarkable dif- 
wreries, upon the New Teſtament, although he be no Doctor 
eche Sorbonne. Good judgment, with underſtanding of Lan- 
quages, and skill in Antiquities, are the onely nece flary pro- 
viſion for his enterpriſe; and if he employ them with integrity, 
md faithfully, our ſide will draw more advantage from them, 
then his own. The handling of the Mathemaricall Sciences, 


r far different buſinef: , in my opinion, ſince they have no 


cmmuniy with the precepts of Morality 3 and their myſtery 
not, either of the Greek or Hebrew: They require a 


den ebftraged ſpeculation , and muſt be attended with that 
* ſubtlety 


which is onely a civill accuſat ion of its weakneſs. He has re- 
tei d the ailpleaiure of being contradicted by ycu, and Mon- 
Þ frur de Conrare, whe, have obicrv'd no inequality in it; and 


che acknowledgment of his ob - 


| 
| 
| 
| 
( 


24 Fami iar Letter Bock IV. 
ſubt lety of apprehenbos, ther I conceive it not difficult to mi- 
Rake the way, in a path ſo obſcure and narrow. Let | think, 
2 knowing ad juqicious perſon , that has read all the antien 
Fathers, and u »kill'd in all the tongues of the Eaſt , may, 
with ſucceilc , publiſh what he has gone fo far to ſeek, and ta- 
ken up at leverall Forts and Countries. As to the ridicu- 
lous he has ſomething two much toleration; its 
not ſ he be ſuſſet d to rule ſo ablolute ly, but muſt be frequem · 
ly put in mind of la herne, and perhaps that may make him tor 
the fotu:c more wiſe, MonGcur would do well, w 
entend his charny o fat, and try, ifthe fear of puniſhment 
way happily divert the effect. But what prodigy in that you 
tell me: ls it poſſible, that a perfon , that is ind id with one 
grain of common ſenſe. — the Spaniſh Poers . above 
thoſc of liaty, and conceive the viſigns of one i oper de Vega, to 
be rationall.compolitions. Thr it that perſwades me, there 
ate ſomctimes falſe judgments made, in the cabinet of the 
wiſeſt , and that there is hazard in the iſſues of the brain, » 
well as in the affairs of tho world. | appeal from this injuſtice 
to out excellent Marquis, who will never miſtake appacences 
fo truth. But can it be true, that this brave Marquis ſhould 
not be treated anſwerably ro his warth , and that he was de- 
fign'd to encounter, with all the fury and hardibips ofthe 
North, without allowance of necefigry ſupport. I am feafall 
of the ſuccefſe of ths great courage , if be fail of the aſliſiaace 
of men and mony. He apprehends the enemy, to be the keaft 
conſidtt able danger he can meet with. Famine, and 
p ov on, are. fat more dieadfull , and ſuch as no yalour n 
able to e ſiſt. I would to God, all the Spaniards were _ 
Iafies, and all the imperialiſts with the Antipodes: our fri 
indet d would hereby have leile matter for triumph and glo- 
but we ſhould be fied from ihole fears, we apprebend for dun 
fafery, lam, 
SIR, 


Bai, 8 June, 1639 Jew, &. 
LETTER XII. 


SIR, 
1 Reyent me, that I made you any diſcovery of my Joſie, 
ſince you reſcat them fo deeply. But | receive great c 
tentment, from thoſe evident teſtimonies yo'1 give me of your 
affeRion ; and that my imcreſts could make any im 
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ſoul, which is all Adamant in your own. Such ten 

| is not unbecomming the Rage of Here's, and, i they 
have ſometimes lamented the loſſe of a Dog they lov'd, you 
may certainly be allowed to condole with a friend, tur the 
death oft ur Hories, that ce ot nece ſſaty uſe unto bim. In 
thole daies, they would have deſer ved four Epitaphs; but they 
are now to- ce treated, in that they are forrow'd for by you ; 
and che unfained tc ais you ſpeak ef, are more glorious to # ow, 
then a Bucephalie, and all the Grecian vanity could invent, to 
conſecrate dead th ngs to per petuall remembrance. I hope, in 
ert time, to fill their es th others, becauſe | cannot 
bre, and be without them; and that my weak neſſe is of more 
mlbty then your rears. When Lielate you my affliainns , 1 
barrow no Rhetorik, to repreſent them in a larger propocti- 
; Im an Hiſtorian , and make you 4 faithful] narration, 


| Ieannct conſent to you, that the uſe of the Caroch js bur 4 


tadow of excerciſe, there is not indeed fuch violent agitation , 
8 in other ſorts, yet there is a continyall motion, that contri- 
mes enough to the advancement of digeſtion. Befides, Ire - 
ive the aire on all ſides, and wy 95 a'c refreſhed with 
&beaurics of the fi-1d , as often as I diſcharge them from the 
employment of reading. My infirmity makes me wiſh ſome 
he rern and caſe; and the Ceftetio of 
the old Romans, is cxacily ſuch, as 1 ſtand in need of Were 
Knot to provoke the tongves of people, 1 would provide me 2 
Art, and cauſc my ſcif to be carried «$26 , inſtead of be- 
=g drawn by horſes, The perſon of whom 1 told you, and 
bale character you have ſo ſurably delineated , is departed 
from this Province, with the curſes of the whole world, If the 
Tax be continued, all this Country will be turn'd into an Hoſ- 
pal. For my awn 2 have great reaſon to com- 
acnd his civility , for that he had a more mercifull regard, to 
Wiuch as ] recommended to him. Bur 1 fear, in a little while, 
i will be neceſſaty to recommend my ſelf, and that Orators 


td Poets will not be eſteem'd as priviledged perſons. You 


vell remember the field that was taken away from poor Virgil, 
the complaints that he makes thereupon in his Eclogues. 
lone that | know. had foreſeen this impoſition fix years ago , 
Letters ſhould have been dated trom beyond ſea, and he 
mould have provided for the ſecurity of his Peculiym. However 
thing; go, I exhort all the world to parience ; bur I find every 


man in the depth of diſpair , and N imagine any remedy, 
"FI 4 to 


— 
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to our preſent ſufferings , unleſſe Heaven appear by miracles 
for cur faccour, to accumpliſh the good intentions of the King, 
I am, 


SIR, 
Bax ac, 10 June, 1639. T, c. 


DET, XIV. 
$\1R, 


] Am not minded to enter the I. iſts, in the quarrelll of the 
Rabbins, eſpecially when 1 miſt encounter wich you foe wy 
adverſary. They are peeple , with whom | have u i 
rancc, and ſuch as, if you pleaſe, I ſhall believe word Tacks, 
then your Letters repieſent them. Bur, Sir, if 1 remember, & 
was not upon this empty and trifling reading , that | chief 
grounded the learning of Monſicur Heinfus. Beſides the Ori 
entall Languages, which they report him Kkilb'd in, be Bf 
great natu all endowmenes , and has exaRt knowledge in vid 
Antiquity, and the Philoſophics of old; and yet further, ſach 


Ogacuy in matters of Criticiſm , that his con jectures ſeem + 


ſ»merimes ro approach n:ar divination : Notwithſtanding, it 


i poſſible he may decline in his old daes. And tis a common 


word amongſt his Orientalls, that Vinrger is the ſon of Wine, 
and that Time begins to prey upon things, as ſoon as iths 
brought them to their perſed on. But let us ging = thoſe 
Gemilemen , the Rabbins , and give me leave to defire ſowe 
knowledge, ot the aftairs of our friends, Be pleaſed to make me 
under ſtand, how Monbe r d Ab/encourt is at this preſent em- 
ploy d, and tf he intend not a Panegyrick, in 2 of bs 
emmency, having cauſed others to diſplay all ther eloquence 
upon that ſub ect. He is a perſon of ſufficiency, for whatever he 
will undertake, on whom | have beſtow'd my beart, and wy 
eſteem, and who muſt not be torgotren in my Entertainments, 
Let me alſo know, if Monficur—— has finiſhed his Treatiſe, 
of Counſe lle for War, whereof you gave me notice. There be 
ing at this day a Prince of Orange, and a Duke of Weymer in the 
world, does he not fear the miſadventure of that Doctor, that 
diſcourr'd of the ſame matter in the preſence of Hannibal, and 
employ'd all his Rhetorick, to make himſelf ridiculous? Theie 
Princes are indeed more polite, then that Barbarian was, 1nd 
our friend more expert then the Sophiſter ; and 1 
co 
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your bands, and am, 
| : SIR, 
Eder, 6 July, 1639. | Tear, Ce. 


LETTER XV. 


SIR 


* s infinire pleaſure unto me, to ſee you Philoſophize upon 
the arg ment of friend ſhip; all your| ſ»brleries are not lefi 
ld, then delicate and agreeable. You have diſcovered the 


moſt ſecrer receſſes of your ſoul , and it muſt neceflarily be, 


that you have throughly ſtudied inclinations , fince 

are O perfeR in the — Hon He. Certainly — 
know an excellent perſon. And wheat unhappineſſe have Il, to 
be ſeparated trom you by fo many Towns and Champians: Is 
a che will of Defliny, to keep us alwaics apart 


Kec dabimur veres audire & reddere voce 


"Theſe violent de ſires do frequently traaſ me, and 1 
ould undoubtedly content them, it it —_ to ſee 
Paris withour approaching the Court. But — or 
waknefſe the obſtacle. Ihe great light blinds me, and 16 
my breath in the croud ot the World. | | forbear to deſcribe 

the defolation of our Village, which has lately been almoſt 

ared by the Regiment ot the Lord . Monhevur 
the Abbot of Bois- Robert, will perhaps give you ſome relation 
ef ix. I ſhall onely tell you that this injury committed againſt 
the Muſes, might well deſerve an Eclogue in the ſtrain of our 
triend colletet. If you pleale to offer him the ſubjeR, | do rot 
queſtion bur he will manage it anlwerably, readily lend 
me his te ſeniments. He has oblig'd me in many other mat ers, 
and I conceive there is nothing which | may not expe from 
kis friendſhip. I am, | 


Bd, 4 Auguſt, 1639. 


SIR, 
| Tow, Ct. 


LET- 
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SIR 
lace the return of the laſt Poſt, I have receiv'd thar' 
I which you were plcas'd to deliver to the Meſle nger, and 


. ſhall account ir to the number of my former engagements, [1 
cannot ſuffigiently admire your Jcſuite, his daring wit, and 
the magnificence of bis e „What EnthuGaſm 


Ly 


Pofleſt han / Wahout diſpute, be is one ol your great 
of at leaſt one that has propounded you for his pattern ; and 
am confdent, your Ode for Monkheur the Cardinall, was his 
firſt inſpiration. I ſhall ſay nothing where l have met with 
moſt ſtrength or weakneſs in his Poem, but furbear at this 
time to exerciſe my ill in Cenſure. Onely | aflvre you, I ne- 
ver yet ſaw a more imitation ; and yet further C which 
I would have paſs for Oraculous that if Monficar che 
be the inſtructor of the Father le Moine, the Father le % 
will prove one of the great Perſonages of theſe later Ages, 1 
ment ion d to you, a few days fince, the Letter which 1 writ to 
Monſieur the Abbot, of Beis Robert, concerning Monſieur 4 
VI {end yous Copy of it inclos d, becauſe I deem « 
expedicnc, that you ſhould know the whole Hiſtory of Bale, 
wherein 1 do not doubt, but affect ion has made you ſome- 
what concern d. I am, likewiſe, more perfecily then any pero 
in the world, 
| SIR, 


Batter, 10 Auguſt, 1639. Veur, (fc. 


| In clofing of my Letter, I am told, that Mon ſieur —— did 
prohibit his Troops to quarter at Bat. But either his com- 
mands had not Authority enough, or his Captains were un- 
mindfull of his orders. For our Village was wholly ſack d be- 
fore ever the Party approach t ir. But this injury muſt be tor- 
gotten as well as many more, and we muſt reſt ſatighed with 
the little ſubſiſtence they have left us to be ſo. 


LETTER XVII. 


SIX, 
Have read with very great conſolation, the rwo Letters of 
| our dear and incomparable friends. I ſhould have ſaid, with 
W joy, if in the condition wherein lam, I could be 
aſible of that delighifull motion of the ſoul. But I find Aen. 


S 
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ag and lang uour upon my ſpirit, and my body ſo infre- 
bled wich the reftlefle nights I have lately pale d, that there 
1 no news of goodnefle enough to awaken and divert my me- 
hachally. You may well perceive, that if twig were not the ob- 
facie, I ſhould diſpenſe with my vow for this time, and not 
becrow your words, though more eloquent then mine, to reftt-" 
fe to thoſe worthy friends, that 1 eftcem their Amity 
the deareſt bleſlings of my life. The prudence and matter of 
that of Monficur Hodier, is admirablc, as well as his Hand mm 
ad uniform. I think, Sir, the definition of vir bonar, cen pe« 
mas, was made expreſly for him, and that all his words are 
mark d with the . * of vertue, | have proceeded po fur- 
ther yer, then his Preface, which deſerves at attentive peru- 
laß end, wherein I have ſtay'd with pleaſure. We will ſpeak 
therefore another time of the life of Agricola, and at preſen., to 
paſs from a part of Tac itus, to Tecitus entire 3 be pleav'd to let 
Monfieur d'Ablencourt know, that 1 have ſo high an opini- 
da of his French Verſion, that I am ready to maintain againſt 
the Doctor Hernftus, and the Jeſuir Strada, that ir farreexcells 
the Latine, whereof they have fo cloſely afteRed the imitarzon. 
Had I a Neighbour of his ſufficiency, we ſhould ſurcly accom- 
plifk conſiderabje defigns, and in our learned walks imploy 
our Criticiſm to great advantage. Bur it is not meet for a poor 
Anchoret to conceive ſuch high thoughts, and my waladiet 
raiſe fear in all the world. They are indeed exccfſively violent, 
ind I allure you, you are impos'd upon by all ſuch as give you 
any inforgation of my health, 1 am, | 
SIR, 
Bulx4c, 30 Aug. 1639. Te, &c. 


LETTER XVIII. 


SIR 
Ou reproach my puſillanimity with à very good grace, 
and your French icems to tell we thus in Latine. 


Syders quis mundumyg; velit ſpefare calentem, 
Expers ipſe metũ > Nuis cum tuat arduns aber, 
Terra labet mifte coeuntis poudere cali, 

C omploſar tenyifſe manus ? ſoluſue rewans, 

Oia ſclus age 


To 
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To which | anſwer, that knowirg my ſelſe one of the moſt 
impotent and un le members of the Common- 
1 cannot yer diſcern wherein | may be ſcrviccable to the 
preſent neceflity, And nevetrtheleſſe, If | heard that you 
were in danger at tbe end of the world, I ſhould mm- 
diately fy thither, exther to your afliſtance, or at leaſt to 
be your companion in the common ruine. Therefore, 
# my advice be of weight with you, you ſhall accepr the 
command of a company ot Cavalry, unleile rather aſſed 
the charge of Lieutenant Colonell, in the Regiment of 
our excellent Marquiſs, I am ready to 10 lift under your Ea- 
— 2 z and if you forbid me, I will play the valiant in the fame 


ongue wherewith you u my cowardiſe, and tell you, 
Utama juſti pe rſequemur otum, Horar. 
dulce, ni cu F E pod. 1, 
An buac laborem mente lemi, decet, 


us ferre non molles virot. 
| Feremus? 


|, | 
Vel eocidentis uſꝶ od ultimum Sram, O 


| Imbellis ac firms perim 7 
: Comes minere ſum futuru s in mem, 
| Qui major abſentes habet. 


You obſerve, how l borrow the Enthuſiaſme of an ether, and 
make my ſelſe a Poet with Verſes that belong not to me. The 
cauſe is, for that they better explain my intention, then | cas 
do my ſelfe, and repreſent my thoughts to you in their naked- 
neſſe and ſincet ĩty. I have nothing more to adjoyn to thi, 
but onely that you are pleas'd to * your ſe lie merry with 
laying, that you have drawn much Conſtancy from my Wri- 
tings; you that have more in your breaft, then Seneca. Boers, 
Lias, or the Keeper of the Seals, u V aire, bave publiſh'd in all 
their Volumes. A friend of ſuch worth, & able to uphold me 
wich comtort againſt all the injurics of bad times. | have 24. 
ded this Epithere to time but of late, and if Monſieur —— 
had not taken aſſay of me, I might have fill been intire, and 
able to have to ld you, 
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D'ogni oltraggio e ſcorno , 

La mia famiglia, e la mia greggia il leſe. 
Semper qui fur, ne irepito di marte 
Ancor turbo queſta remota parte. 


| But I am now enforced to change my ditty; and were my 
teſentments a3 quick and delicate, as formerly, (though ſome, 
a | have told you, would perſwade me they are) I ſhould en- 
deavour to repay the rudeneſſe with ſuch a revenge, as ſhould 
it my coui age, and afford our Province ſome mirth, in the 
maſt of their diſtrefſcs, But we muſt comfort our ſelte with 
the multitude of | iſferers, in the ſame cauſe , and admire the 
Heraes of other Ages, who took care of men of learning , and 
d them in the generall deſolation. Poſſibly another 
ume, there will be found ſome , that will judge us worthy of 
this honour, and make us objects of their, herowcall generoſity, © 
You ſee what courſe | take to palliate out miſerics, and fo, 


Dam cares veris audi falſe juvant. 
a | 
: SIR, 

At, 29 April, 1635. | Tour, Cee. 


FT OG YT BB © © 

SIR, 
j Have this day reccived a Letter of Mon ſeut d- 
whereof | lend you a copy; | could have wiſh'd elle cm- 
nendat ion from his Rhetorick , and more favoin from his 
Captains: But ſince his commands were ineffectuall, and Mon- 
leur the Duke de {a Rochefancaut , was partakrr in the ccin- 
mon ſaccage, it is meet our Province ſhould abate their vanity; 
and | forbeat to trouble you any further, with the lamentable 
ſtory of our grievances. Having already given you lo exat 
natrat ion of my mytortuncs, it is but equitable to inform you , 
«the good requirall I :eceived by this laſt Poſt; tis a Lertec 
from Monkeur Convert, which makes me the proudeſt man up- 
en earth; and if there be remaining any ſhadow of humility 


. me, yet I triumph at leaſt within doors, and keep boly-day 


m my Cloſet. To tell you the tiuth fancerely, I never yet 
law a Letter, more ingenuous, rich, and noble: and for that 
104 Ipeak of it, as it it had ne vet been in your hands, I thought 


iy 
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my ſelf obliged to ſend you a copy of it, to the end it may be. 
come the 4 al mo | 
Does not this Gentleman make you recall re memory, the 
firſt Nephewes of Remut, who were m_ , Withour havi 
pillaged the Gold of Aſs; and learned, before the under of 


the Language of the Greeks: They were, 1 ſay, rich, with their 
own poſſeſſions, and learned with ſuch knowledge, as was 
oliarly theit own, and unborrowed. It muſt not be fuf. 


d, that poſtcriry be ignorant of this wonder of our 
And Amy writings have that ſtrength of conſtitut ion, to ſur - 
vive the aſhes of their nt, ( as hc is pleaſed to imagine in 
my favour) he may be atjur'd, it ſhall never be, withour un- 

king them bear ſome eminear teſtimonies, of the eſteem 
have »f his great worth, and the friendſhip wherewith he has 
done me honour. The father Palavicino gives me no fatisfadi- 
on, concerning the Comedies of Arioffs, and the grande Paſts- 
vo, hercunto uires out belief, is more then one degte 
above my apprehenlion. I cannot diſcover more excellency 
in the great Poem, conſidered in its kind, then the Comedies 
have in theirs; and as to the point of regularity, you know 
there is no compariſon. It may be therefore, that Paluaum 
is a great Scholar, but this part of learning lies out of hu 
road. To be a native of [tely, is not a ſuſficient qualification, 
to create a man Did atot in the Commonwealth ot Literature; 
wirneſle the Poet of Lace, for whom Camaſat late ly printed a 
volume of Verſes, which, in my opinion, are far ſhort in value, 
of the paper of the Impteſſion. I am, 7 


Lalxac, 24 Se ptemb. 1639. Tour, Oc. 
LET. XX. 


From Aonſieur Conrart, to Monſieur de Balzac, 


SIR, . 5 
1 Advertiſe you before hand, thar I intend no excuſcs in this, 
for my not writing to youʒ it is rather a proteftarion to allure 
„that I ſhall give you no further trouble in chat kind, but 

ca ve you in „ to employ your onely-carc „ in advyance- 
ing the immortality of your own glory , and that cf your 
friends. Nevertlieleſſe | have imagined, hat afcer a ſilence 
ot abovc a years durance , 1 might happily oblige you to 0 


f by 


c. 


ook W. 
| reading of a few lines, provided I did at the ſame time oblige 
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you, to return me no anſwer. This is now a favour which I te- 
queſt of you, with as much paſſion, as 1 us d heretofore to ob- 
tam your Letters ; the eſteem | bear them, i in as high a de- 
gree 35 ever ; but | content my de ſires with thoſe, which you 
write to Monſieur Chnelgin , as well as if they were addreticd 
to my ſclfe , and I have found rhe device te imagine them 
ſuch, and that | make you all the anſwers , which you receive 
from him. So that, without loſſe of time to you, in regard of 
me, or cf my prayers and uapottunitics, wc enjoy a mutuall 
commerce , which put: you to no trouble, and aftords me a 
great meaſure of defi hr and contentment. I have had a ſight 
of the remarkable judgment you paſs'd , upon the Suppoſex of 
Ariollo, wherein l am much taken, boch with your equity, and 
your addrefſe , and have equal} admiration of the profound - 
neſſe of your capacity, and the polirencfic of your wit. Never 
was ſeen of ge ſo well accrwpliſh'd , and fo little prepoſ- 
ſeft; nor a ſentence more juſt and better grounded. There 
needs no rigid and ſevere decrees, ro conſtrain it to execution; 
every one acquicices in it wit hout reſiſtance; and even thoſe 

that accounted it the ir glory, ro have never yielded, have 
thought themſelves obliged to a ready approbation , of what 
. | _ arp _—_ lefle 1 that hand 

me ,whichigint ee ping of Monſicut Chepelemn 

it has ad ſub je & of divers * — nl 
al] that ſawv it, —— they had ſurvey'd all the perfect ions of 
it with wonder, could find no other fault in it, but its brevity. 
I affure you, there was ſcarce one lecture of it, but drew theſe 
expreſſions from the Auditory. When will it be our happinefle, 
io ſee compleat Volumes of ſuch excellency, as this Diſcourſe ? 
And why cannot we prolong the life ot this incomparable per- 
ſon, the Author of it, with + A like facility, as he rend-rs all 
thoſe immortall, whoſe names deſerve a place in his Writings? 
I had intended to finiſh my Letter here, but this laſt word in- 
duces me, to make a requeſt to you, for a ſpeedy ſ ght of your 
rich Miſcellanies, wherein we ſhall unqueſtionably behold, all 
the beauties of Art and Nature, in the height of their glory 
and luſtre, and the pomp of ornament , fo gelightfully accom- 
modated , with the genuine and ſimple comlineffe , that the 
contexture, though of nothing but naturall and ſupernaturall, 
will appear moſt gracefull, without ejther diſorder or contra- 
diction. Lloquence will have there, ſo de xt;oufly contriv'd 211 
1s 
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its force! and artifice, yet without making ſhew of any, ; 
will notwichſtanding animate the whole body, with lack: on | 
tion and action, as will RE — Suffer us not to 
uiſh any longer, in expe ctation of our happineſſe; and be 
— to 3 , that amongſt all thoſe hw” defies the PR 
compliſhment of it, there is not any more perfeAly then my 


ſelf. 
| SIR, 
Balxac, 10 Sep. 1639. Tem, Gr. 


LET. XXI. 
SIR, 


On ſhall be no better obey'd, then Virgil was of old, when 
he ſ.nrenc'd his Aineids to the fire. I cannot be wen to 
burn your Letter, alchough you ſhould ordain me to do it, by 
an eſpeciall clauſe of your Teſtament, Notwithſtanding, your 
defirc may prevail with me, for ſecrecy , and the wiſe perſon be 
ſjutfer d in the guilt of his folly , without knowing our opini- 
ons of the action. Your perlpicatious reaſon , has diſcorered 
the tiue caule of his prodigious incquality, and the article 
which you write me concerning it, deſerves to be inſerted in a 
convenient place. This may be cftcQcd without difficulty, — 
preſſo authonum & parepbreflerum nomimt; and you may in 
Monſieur upon my intereſt, I will not deſcend from 
a Theſis to an Hypotheſis, I knew, long ſince, that man i an 
Animal, compos'd of contratieties, and that luch a perſon is 
1caſonable to day, who has no aſſurance of being fo to mortos. 
Some man may have great dexterity and conduct, in his af 
fairs, as for inſtance, the Marſhal ——— and yet be void of 
all ſenſe in his writings ; and another, as the Lord Madelene,, 
may compole Odes in Latin, in competsion with thoſe d 
Horace, and French Verſe, after the rate of Dus Moni. 
Your! — —— affords an authentick demonſtration of thi 
truth, and as far as | can judge, there is a greater difference be- 
tween him and himſelf, then there is between him and ano 
ther perſon; 1 ſpeak onely of his Poetry, having yet ſeen bit 


one jort of his Proſe, concerning which, 1 muſt tell you, that 


if he chooſe me for his example, l am as unhappy as he, of whom 
it was ſaid, Multas fecerat fimuas, * filios, 1 am, | 
SIR, 


AA ac, Ottob.1 639. | Tour, Cc. 
LET, 
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SIX, | 
1 Have very tender reſentments of your loſe, although vour 

gain could not have promoted the |concluhon of the War. 
Since Briſac has wrought no advantage to it, I am no longer of 
belief, that peace is in the power of men; Heaven muſt of ne- 
ceſſity become engaged in the affair , and it muſt be the work 
of God, and not ours. Yer let us not, in che mean time, aban- 
don our ſelves to grief, nor diſpair ot the Common wealth, 
although after a Battle of Canna. At the worſt, we may ſave 
our ſel ves in the Sanctuary, that Philoſophy has built for us, 
againſt the misfortuncs of the world ; I mean, the Philoſophy 
ot Plats, for | know you aſtect not that of Chryſippus ; and | ac- 
cord with you , in diſlike of that ſtep-dame of the paſkons, (as 
one tearms it) which in order to the deſigne, of making a true 
wiſe man, that is, living' and ſprightly, repreſents 1m no 
other, then a dead and inſcnfible image. T his kind ot Statue: 
are more ſutable, for the ornament ot the Porch, then for the 
uſes of life; and, as | conceive, there is terween hardneſle and 
ſoltnelle a middle remperament,which js called Firmneſſe. I he 
Piece that this Poſt will del;ver you, | contains ſomerhing per- 
haps not impertinent to this argument, I have ſome weak ap- 
pichenſions of irs bzauty , by the perſuaſion of ſome here that 
think it fair ; but Mon{icur Chapel ain having not yet pronoun- 
2 it, lam wholly unrclolved in what qual. ty to eſleem 
A. an, . 


SIR, 
kata, 20 Od. 1639. Tour, xc. 
8 | 


SIR, 

Et us leave the dead, to the company of thoſe in the ſame 

condition, and {ufter me to congratulate with you, for 
your new acquaintance. | never yet ſaw the face, of Monſieur 
the Emballadour of Sueden , though | have long fince had a 
particular eſteem of his endowments ; | and had not he tu n'd 
the Infl;tates into Verſe, and pubiiſh'd ſome other pieces of 
the like nature , | thou'd have yet had a greater veneration of 
bis worth, As for his humour, of affe ting abe behaviour of a 
firang-r, am not much diſpleas'd with it; we are all Barba - 
an; to one another, and the:e 13a ſoit or civility at —_ . 

11 whi 
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which I more diſguſt then all che rudeneſſe of the North. The 
Poct of Luca, of whom you have no knowledge, is a 
that has made an infinue company ct Veries, at the fate of a 
hundred tor a penny, #s your Merin us'd to ſpeak, and all e 
communi, in the terin of the Univer fity, I have not diſcover'd 
one grain oi ſalt in two or three gr: ar Poems, which | had the 
patienec ro read, Wheicupon | have bidden lum Adieu for e- 
t ver. | am, | 


SIR, 
Baizac, 4 Novemb. 1639. . Tor, Ce. 


LE 7, XXIV. 

SIR, , 

Hould I credit your Relation. I muſt uſe much vertue to 
MP rcftrain me from vain-glory. My Writings delerve not the 
commendations , they have recceiv'd at Kambonillet Hoffel, and 
the honour beſtow'd on me, ſeems more properly the due of my 
Lord the Cardinal dr la Valene. But, in the mean time, where 
was the dear Monfieu: that conſtant and perpetual! ad- 
mirer of F. N c. whoſe diſpoſition is ſo ſweet, that hony and 
ſugar ate bitter in compariſon? * * . 5 
„ * » * * ” 
The gravity of our other triend, is alſo rare and admirable; 
and | bclicve, the Areopaęus never ſaw any thing more ſober 
and comper'd. Be pleav'd, Sir, for my ſake, to call my Conſo- 
lation a Diſcourſe ; for, beſides the propernefle of the Tak, 


and that it is Oratio ad ( ardinalem, C there being ſome 2 
ſhot ter in the Books of the ncients, eſpecially in thoſe oft 


old Grecke) you know, I deteſt the name of Letter, cane hem 
ingue. Yer it is neceſlary the Mule of the Fennes have a 
Copy, ſince you orcain it ſo, and [ have no power to di 
you. Bur this muſt not be dta vn to an example, and ycu mu 
bear with me another tune, if Ja Ggaore Princ piaa, © le fignore 
— arne tome, and Irctuin them no anſwer, What 
miſcry is this to be oblip'd, to make Elogiums upon all U 
that are publitlyd - Tis certainty to be in a werte conditic4 in 
Proſe, then the Auretus poet a regrus Was, Who did with a g 
will, what I do by force, and as condemm'd ro. | have with A- 
row underſtood the dearh of poot Monſie t Arnaud: He was in- 
dec d a per ſon of great worth, and 1 lament the caſe f the 
Gentlemen his Brothers, who ate very defctving, ard for 
whom | have ever had a moſt ſincere atiecuon, but full of re- 
ſpe . 
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1 thall we never ſce a happier time ther 

is nor turious Mari once ſecut'd in chains? Quem Jas nen 

, labornm? | ſpeak of the Catholique King, for as fo: 

the woſt-Chiiſtian, we know he defucs peace even in the mid ſt 
dt Victory. 1 am, , | | 


Book IV. 
Ker 


SIA, 


Balxec, 8 Novemb. 1639. Jour, fe 


LET; XAV. 

* SIR, 
| Sung paſs judgement on any thing, but 1 ſometimes de- 

clare my opinion. Your Sonnet feems ro pic rt peitet ex- 
cellence, and the Edict of fame, which is executcd by a hundred 
proper be the hour, is proclaim'd, is without queſtion 
an Iaſpirat ion, for which you are be holding to your Mules. I 
would have this underſluod, without prejudice to what we 
ſhall ſay of it at another 17 But wbac means Seigneur Jran- 
Ter, with his dreadfull Tile bf F If he account 


himſelf Maſter of 27 Languages, he excceds Scaliger ty 
three and twenty; and the Cal 'Parnefſus muſt be comme n- 


ded in the Tongue of Biſcey, and baſe Gretagsie. This is to make 
wild Muſick in Apollo's fk and to bring Batbarians into the 
Holy place, with no leffe crime, then theirs that opened the 


e the favour to know of Monſieur Cenrart, ſt Monſicur du 
Moulin has lately printed any of his. Sermons, for I ſhould be 
glad to ſce his manner of writing upon all occaſions. Icvei had 
a great paſſion for the merit of the excellent Monhieur Conrart, 
and deſite the crintinuance of his favour, as abſolutely neceſta- 
ry and efientiall wo the conſervation of my life. Give me leave, 
ST,at Ieaſt once a yea, to requeſt of you ſome news concern- 
ing Monſieur, de EW. Monſicur le Maifire, and the unf r- 
tunate . I exticamly refent tlie loſſe of out pour 
Camaſat; and tis an Aiticle that | had forgotten in my for» 
mer. He had a gicat pu: tion both of hunour and vertize, and 
had he grown old in kis Pte Lon; he would have reflercd ic 
to ito pt mit ive glory. But Hecks muſt alſ one day pet iſu, as 
well as theſe that pint them: Debemus moni nos noftragy. 1 
molt humbly kifs your hands, aud am, 


. Italy, to the Predeceflors' of the King at Sweden. 
mc 


SIA, 


14 7 5 "2; 
Bir, 22 Nuwcah, 1839. Tur, Cc. 
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LETTER XXVI. 


SIR 


, 
A at preſent, I want the aſſiſtance of Torile, 1 ſhall 
not forbcar to write to you in as good a faſhion as a weak 
hand and a bad pen will ſufter me; and to let you ſee my in- 
te nt ion in the leaſt diſorder | am able ro repreſent them, Ye 
Ro then, Sir, That | thank you with my uncomely wri- 
ing, for the fair preſent you have conterr'd upon me. 1 mean 
the Robe of aConſolatour,wherewih your favo'ir has inveſted 
me, and rais'd me 2 it were a ſtatut between thoſe of Senece and 
Flutarch, Theſe dignities arc indeed very dear unto me, be- 
cauſe they afſu:: me the eftcem of ſuch a perſon, who pollefies 
zcaſon in a foveraign degiee, and fo is conſequently free from 
ercour in his j dgements Hut is it poſlible, that you have dif. 
cover d a Vittoria Coloma at Paris, and that that Narchionefle 
of whoni we never heard belegc, is Il in mera to her of 
Rome lt is no longer queſtionable, after you have affirmed 
it, and wc muſt reyerence her excellent qualities for the fu- 
ture, and acknowledge the juſtice and favour ſhe has done us 
in the affair of Phylargue. To confum ber in her opinion, I de- 


ſire (he may have my Apology, in the form as l lately revis'd 


ir. But, Sir, my principall ambition is to farizfhe you alote, 


whoſe leaſt ſeruples give me more trouble, then all the declared 


hoſtilities of all the $3 and Academies of the world can do. 
You may juege fiom hence, if I eſteem and allow the curioſ 
ty of Moni:eur de Scudery, who intends to rank you amongſt 
hs illuſtrious perſons. 1 onely deſire that he would be careful 
of placing you with f'r able companions. For beſides the great 
Poet, which | acknowledge you to be, I account you alſo an 
eminent Counſellor of State, Secretary and Amballadoury in 
a word, a perſon moſt accompliſhed in all things: And | never 
give any other ChaiaRer of you, to thoſe that demand « me, 
who that perfeR friend is | have at Court, and of whem | 
make all wy gory. Er hac non enimo adulatoris & ad aulicar ar- 
tes corp firo difta fiat. Jurc tus Babes teflem, qui j ſciens ſallat, 
&c, The reſt another time, for at preſent I am able to procee 
no further, bur remain, 

SIR, - 
PA'xx, r Decemb. 1639, Tour, (ec. 


LET. 
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LETTER XXVII. 
* 
six, 


Am but ill affe cd with the deportment of the Italian P 
de; and the Mulcs Balzecides doe no kefle diftaſte | 
chen ib Ft. | he pous fees which he renders to tl 
nemo yt hatriend , gave me infinite contentment, end 
hav- tf bed as much. But | cannot endure that he ſho] 
d:ivea Trade with them. It muſt needs be, that be has Let. 
know ledęe of our Court, ſince he addrefies himſelſe to Scho 
lars to be his doe tere, and to gaine ham ł indaeſſe f om 
man they never fee Hen yer moe i cange ly miſlake n in th 
choil- h 4 ſub ect. For you way believe, that if he eſcap 
being derided for his Pang ſoſße, he will at leaſt recen but lit 
cle thank tor this. Monlicur the Cardinal] may willing! 
bear with his Pane gyricks and pay him for ſome ot them ny 
he is not concerned in a Funeral) Oration,for people that h 
ne ver heard of, Ir -{eems, the famous Trpler is come back t. 
d at Paris, and that he could not b: long abſcm from th 
center ef his Luxury, I beſeech you, Sir, let me know fron 
him, where Monheur Maynard is, for whom my curiofity is un 
ceſlant. If you allo happen nta the company of Monhew 
de la Pigeonnier , you will infinacly oblige me by defiring & 
him, che Manuſcript Works of the late du Vier, which are ir 
his hands, I think he will not refuſe you, and if you wii do me 
the pleaſure ro ſend them hither,| 1 ſhall return them with 
ſpeed, and before he can imagine they atc gone ſo long 3 
journey, This du Vier had a pretty way of raillerie, and 
becauſe it may be thought | had ſome ſhare in his death, I be- 
lieve my ſelfe obliged to perform ſome duty to his memory; 
He writ me word by the Meſſenger from Blois to Paris, that 
hg had Inſt his Father, and that himſelfc ſhould infallidly fol- 
low, unlefle I comforted him for that aſflition, I was negli 
gent. after my cuſtome, and rendied him not the office he re- 
quired at the time appointed. As for him, he made good his 
word, and the following Meſſenger, by whom | intended my 
anſwer, told me the perſon to whom | addreſicd it, was no 
longer of this World. Behold a fatall ſloathtulnſſe, and which 
may give warning to all people that write to me in that 
H 3! man- 


: 


kun long ſince to depfore your fortune. I he 
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manner, for 1 know at length L ſhall become incorrigidle. 


] am, 
| SIR. 
Bara, 25, Drcemb, 1639. Ten, &. 


| LETTER xxix. 
e 


v/ oo may be aflur'd by my former Letters, that 1 have re- 
2 coed yours, and that the Elogium of your Marchionefie 
18 not loft x if & were ſhe, that ſcar y-u ſo many Notes, they 
might be toteruted with parence. But the perſecution of the 
other B upper table, and | ſwear unto you, | would never 
have fait go word of her, if l had known ſhe did ſo per- 
perually ante you iwich her Writings, | fiow!d have by. 
woul 

needs heverofore play with me at that „ bur I was more 
valiant then you, and acquitted my ſe lie of her couragioully. 
She made a thouſand falſe thrufts, and | received awbole Bu- 
ſhell 'of Tickers, bur withour loſing one jot of my dumbe gra- 
viry. This is the way to tem Ladies of that kind, whether 
they be Muſes or Fairies ; or, which you love bettet, Sybils. 
You ſee my ofd praRtiec, I am ready to do worſe in cafe of ne- 
celiny : I nor becauſe 1 am full of imploymenr, but for that 
1 am ſs diſcontented and weary with the contipucd torgure of 
my maladies, that] know not on which fide to turn my (lf. 
am in great fear for Piedmenr, that is, for you, and a litlc 
Nephew 1 have there, who may poſhbly be tioden down in 
the croud. Our friends are of great worth, but the Princes of 
Sevey muſt not be netzlected; and there being brave ſpirits on 
both fides, 1 apprehend a terrible ſlaughter, unleſſe Heaven 
avelt it, I am proud of the good opinion that Monheur 
Spaabeim has of me; for he is a perſon whom | infinite lꝝ e- 
ecm. If there be any thing of his abroad, beſides the two 
Books which 1 have already ſeen, Ibeſecch you inform my 
Stationer of ir, and let hm ſend them. Otherwiſe, I never 
make any uncivill requeſt, nor defire to ſee that which is kept 
ſecret. Hence it is, that I mortific my curioſity with my diſ. 
ctetion, and am con ented to know, that Monſieur le Maiſſie 
can make 1 thing but whar is rare and excellent. You arc 
'whuily ſilent concerning my affections, 1 meane, Ho 
| on” 
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Be ple A n fer db ko, 


| and Monfieur Menger 
8 and be con ly al- 
7 


ſur d that I am moe pertef! 


any other n the gorld, 
am, I 


$1R, 
Bs, 20 Decemb, 1 639. Tour, Cc. 


The End of the Fourth Book. 
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The Fifth Book. 
LETTER I. 


SIR, 


Saw yeſterday the Duke of Rochefoucaut, who 
told me many things, and amongſt the reſt, 
that your Signore Vittoria takes the little 
man we know, for a little foul; Ir is the 
more likely to be true, becauſe the number 
of that Order is very great; and yet it may 
not be ſn, becauſe the Court oftentimes 

condemns a man, for a wry mouth, or ene fimple — — 

| | er 
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land from the ſame Anthor, that Moſes ſaved , was the de- 
and paſhon of Monheur and Madam of Liexcowrt. Be- 
| have received the book of Helſenmt, and th: Tyrennique 
ine of Monhbeur de Scudery 3 by th reading of which , I muſt 
nelle ro you, | am ſtill warm'd and agitsted. Tu true, there 
x fome ew things in that piece, which 1 could wich be 
auld alter, and himſelf may take notice of them; but the reſt 
many opinion incomparable, which move the paſſions af- 
wa firange manner, which make me ſhed rears in deſpight 
ime, and are the cauſe, that the Kid and Sc are no longer 
in favout its y perhaps it u, becauſe we ordinarily judge, in fa- 
wer of things and perſons that are preſent , and torger what 
«paſt. However it be, | ſhall not be difpleaſed, that MonhGruc 
& Saudery underſtand, he hath done what he would with me, 
ul hath taken me down trom my altaude of Philoſophy , to 
mage me amongſt the common croud. But | beſeech you, Who 
tat gallant perion, whom you call Monſieur Serreftn , and 
0 calls hunſe lf, Monheur d Arbors > The name pleaſes me, 
i well as che rememb: ances, and | yet honour the memory 
ii that prec.ous liquor , which | ſometimes preter'd before that 
of Spain or the Canaries. Setting alide raillery, Monſieur Ser- 
i 14 an excellent Door, and diſtributes many things aftcr 
amoſt agreeable ſort. I will be be hold ing to you for the reſt , 
i you pleaſc, and underſtand trom you, Qui genus, unde dome , 
but aut mibi venit ab oris, I could hartily wii: he had the 
lame ſentiments for me, I have tor him ; there wants but little, 
that I do not this very hour demand his friendſhip ; I, who 
otherwiſe am far enough from ſearching out acquaintance. 
But this will one day happen, myminde lo gives me, and | 
wall willingly lay hold of an occaſion, to let han know, what 
efteem | have of hs deſerts. But would you think it poſſible, 


that Monßeur the Duke de Roche feuc aut had never heard ſpeak 
of our Monſieur de Peiresh? and that many other, not ignorant 
or barbarous people, know him no more then he) You fee by 
ths, his reputation was good, but that it was the Italian Sig- 
meur, who enterpriled to make it great; and that his Pang! 
wasrather an effect of his own ſolicitations , then a voluntary 

«devoyre , made ] nown to the ke. I would che Duke of 
Weymer could find as good a friend, and who would take as 
great a care of his memory. It was he who ought to have been 
ctkedraced, in thoſe forty tongues , and who merits the name 
& Here , which we have given ſo good cheap, and which ticle 

many 
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many le unworthily hold of our grace- | ſpeak not here of 
hu ſu ſt macyails, not intend to compile his Hiſtory, But } de. 
mand of you , it the Hiſtory of Alexander hunſe lte, is imbelli- 
ſiicd with a fairer year then that, in the circle of which be 
| gained chice Hage, took three Towns , and made priſoners 
 thice Gerncralls? Net my mule hach revealed to me, 5 wroa- 
ted hunſc li, by pertorming ſo much in fo thort a tine; for he 
pita fallacy upon death , who believed him older then be 
was, taking the laſt een months of his life for an entire 
bccaulc in ſtead of counting the Time, death reckoned the V. 
Gories, You ſce, | have a little ele vated my ſlyle, in the end 
of this Letter, and have ſomewhat forgotten (hat plain am- 
liar way, we have obliged each other to keep in our privacees ; 
bat you are much more faulty in that then I, and inform me 
by all the Ceurriers, of things which ſeem extreamly ſtudied; # 
.they have fallcn negligently from your quill, at leaft they 
have been collected with much care, and the art of your ex- 
pte ſſing them , is nothing inferiour to the ſenſe. Suffer tha 
prote tation which | meke betwixt us, and know, there is nor 


» 


w to pertcaly as my ſelt, 
SIR, 
Balgac, 8 Jan. 1640. Yow, Cc. 
I. 
SIR, | 


O not give your ſclf the trouble hereaſrer , of anſwering 

my queſtions, and reſolving my doubrs; 1 ſhould be ve- 

1 forty, the profit and honour I receive, ſhould meommode 
you. Write me, if you pleaſe, but a ſintle monoſyllable, and 
racat me as bricfly, as the Lacedemonians did Phil, | 
ſhall be ſatisßed; provided you that ſyllable , and 
contain newcs from you, Tour laſt, of the at of the paſt 
month, brought me abundance , for which | return you my 
nts, and deſire you to bclicye , that if @ lirtle 
favour is capable of obligeing me, 1 muſt necds have a perk 


recogniſance , of that fair profuſion you are pleaſed ro em 


me with. The Tomb of the Duke de Weymer, is worthy of him 
ſelf and you ; and of the three verbs you have noted, lame 
your pon for the laſt, againſt rhe wo competitors, 
tracay ſeems to me more warlick, then j ebauchergy, and is 
hiſtoticall then je na; that holds forth enough, _ 


. 


. 


any perſon in the world | eſteem fo much as you, or any whe | 
0 1 
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aber, t may be, ud too much. I he invent on, 23 to the reſts 
comparable, to fay; that the laſt viRtory of the great Guife- 
, was carricd by the Duke of Wrymer , and that he died in 
| gr _—_ N 2 * — t conſect ate hu me · 
and to endowe him with the moſt compendious 30d 
beck raife, he ecild receive, Since you arc of opinion, that 
che of rhe Apology, would not be ahogether dilagree- 
be to your excellent Marehvioneile , | (half cauſe a new copy 
dit to be wricten out, and will fend it you fo loan 2x it is per» 
ſeed. Make me under ſtamd, | beferch you, whar that ridicu- 
he mode means , of certais people, thet at mid day, und 
when no cloud ob{cnre s the Sun, cauſe rhewlſel ver tr be ferv'd 
with Torches, And tell we, i you pleaſc, which pleaſes you 
beſt of de Ia point di jour, or du hit du jour , and whether you 
approve the pronounciation ot P has hich cuts m two the 
Monolyllabic, tx j len, ant which renders ome and 
bu as they arc writ, when all France beſides pronounce 
them Reume and Liane; As for the ther affairs, do not at all 
marvell, at the judgment I made of the piece , which mage © 
much doiſe in the wo: Id; I only read & once over, and n 
haſte; bur | maſt cotiſeſſe to you, it tovch's me ſenſciy. 
Therefore I yer perſiſt in my opinion, that Mn eur 
i a great Poct, and a mot important Crammat ian. 


Iam, T2 2: 
SIR, 


Bec, 20 Jan, 1640. Toer, Cc. 
5 LET TEA TH 
SIR, 
He" great are =u_ tone ſſe, and your juſtice ' and ho 
bgnall a pleaſure have you done me, in not lignng the 
rendemnarion of the man of Champagne What you have writ 
me upon tlat ſubject, is drawn our of the moſt lubtle rraton , 
er ex ut viſceribus verirstis , 23 the Gemlemen ow N ner; 
. It is moſt certain, our Courtier take ro» much licence x. 
and ſtretch their jurifdiRion a little farcher then they ought 5 
If they carmor bear with bur young Doctor. whe hath fact 
feed ro the Graces, in wher faſhion would they tat the nude 
Helau, if ir ſhould pleaſe him ta enter into the Cabinets 2 
with what hifles would they perſecute the baſe Cvaſbt, and the 
unpurified erns Who would be able to laye trom the 


4 av. 5 


la Poor Frederic ere, and Theedore Maretie, the two 
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famous Anti- Courtiers, who at every turn, fall from the clouds 
into the mire, and ſpeak a — way from being 
and incellighle, chat i is ſcarcely or articulate ; I hole 
two were unpolthed and rude, and yet had the value fer upon 
them, of an unf iſh n d Diamond; the rough hard ne ſſe of their 
| hell, concealed many good things, whIſt the fair of d- 
| our refined Writers, covers nothing but froth and wind, 
Speak pow conſcience to me, have you a greater ef}. em for the 
1 : g ruines of uveen Mergertr's Court, and the P:.nc ie 
of con a, or that which is iGued out from the Scho- eier 
or Lin For my own part, | love the Pedants in G:ertk, be: 
tet then the Pedants in French; and the knowing 22 of 


this Gentleman 6:1ght to be prefert d, before the aged ſuſhci- 
ene nf -e . | am, 
2 SIR, 
Tar, rc. 
iR, 


Ou have made a happy alterat ion, in the Tomb of the 

Duke de Wermar, "tis worth an /Egyprtian Pyramid, and the 
Eagle ready to fall under his blowes, in not a change of ſmall 
amportance. I have ſent me the Tranſlation of the Pargfte , 
which is barricado'd with ſuch a company of bad Verſes , that 
I was in a mind to hat e arreſted my cut ſity there, without 
paſſing farrher. He is certainly a tate fellow, to cle& and 
pick out himſclf, for the Guardian of the French Honour, and 


the abaſc of the pride of Italy. 
En Cor Zenodoit l en jecur Cratetis | 


Im ſuſficiently perſwaded of the merit of Monſieur de Ptireſc 
I ſpoke to you of his reputation , and you know well, chat 
there is a certain donum fame , that all learned men do not 
ſeſſe, and which render: thoſe who enjoy it, not one ly conſide - 
rable to the Nobility and Gentry, but to the common _—_ 
and Artizans. I have not reviewed the book you ſent me, 
neither do I think the firſt judgment I made of it, was preci- 
pirated ; at the leaſt, I have a kindnefle for the Author, and 
contcive he is not enough regarded; he hath, 1 know not 
what, of grave and noble in him, which extreamly p 
me; I ſpcał of his perſon, and not ot his fir ſt e 
, | | * 


Ca 


& another, 1 am, 
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which, 1 acknowledge, he hath too much played the Captain: 
N who is he that hath not his faikngs , and his tricks of 
youth > There is net that thing in the world we can praile , 
without exce ptic n, and all men generally have need of grace. 
Shall 1 ſee nothing of our dear Monheur de Silbor's, 4 

ite - and (hall Fnever hear the good newes, that for- 
rage at length hath ſome remorſe , for . II treating his verve ? 
| expe& the relation cf this with ſome impatience, as I ſhall 
the occafions gf letting you know, I am 8 A 

'$ 


Aae, 16 Feb. 1640. Tour, xc. 
LET. v. 


SIR, 

Imereſt my ſelf very much, in the praiſes Germany beſtowes 
uon you, and congratulate the good ſucceſle of your Son- 
net; 1 am reſolved to quote it every ſyllable, in a Chapter 
am now ſtudying. And that you may kyow, your friend is a 
Weymarian, as weil as you , I muſt underſtand , that 
that Hero, a little before hi death, an enquiry after me 
and my ſtud ies, with luch care, as well teſtified , he attended 
from them. Monfieur Peret his Se cretaty, a perion of 

much worth, writ this in 2 Letter to Monſieur Berffel , from 
whom I heard ir. I never faw in Italian the conſpiracy of 61. 
men ia Ludovico Count of Trieſque; but aſſure you, the French 
Tranſlaryn of it is a piece, I do not much admire, and the 
Epiſtſe is but coorle. I am now far entred into the quarrel of 
Anmibal Caro, but have nothing changed my fuſt ſentiment, 
and | ſtill eſteem him an honeſter man, then hi Antagoniſt , 
though perhaps the other may be the greater Clerk. No 
Otamma tian I ever yet ſaw, hath that eddreſſe and force of 
this Modenois, either in this, or in the Commentaries he made, 
upon Ariftotle's Poet iques; yet it muſt be acknowledged, he 
ſcmerimes ſins through his too much ſubtlety , and that he is 
an enemy of mankind, who cannot bear the merig or reputation 


SIR, 
Lal zac, 1 March, 1640. | Tour, tec. 


LET. 
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LET. VI. 
SIR, 


VV Hate ver inclination the party you know of, hath to 
ſlanderiag, 1 cannot chooſe but think him a brave 
boy, nay, a gallant man, ſince he is now enriched with a beard; 
if | love him not with that ſacred friendfhip I have for you, at | 
the leaſt I can afford him ſuch a paſſion, as thal nothing in- | 
commode me, and yet excreamly ſarhe him, I will put him 
in the number of Mountcbanks, of Perfumers, Violliſta, mazcrs 
of Ragouſts, and all thoſe Artificers of pleaſure , which arc | 
virne in [tely, and who, as you know, | 


Delectant Copetane, non amantur. 


That generation of people were baniſhed from Sparta, bur 
were elecmet | rhe Sybones ; and for fem particular, 1 
rcgard them, becauſe I have need of mirih, am not diſ- 
plcaſed. | have no obligement to love them, becauſe l defire 
ta love few. They are the cute of my diſiewpers, and the cauſe 
I ſuffer not out of my ſelt; at the leaſt, they ſpare me thoſe 
alarums, which ordinarily torture true friendſhip. For Monſi- 
cur de Voirure, he is alwaies himſelf 0 that is, alwaies a moſt 
excellent perſon ; and i at any time it hath been ſaid, Nature 
was never greater then in little things, let us convert that to 
I advantage of his Tickers, and prefer them before Volumes 
of Aſiat que Authors. 1 deſire from you the continuation of 
his favours, and intteat you to affure him of my ſervice. There 
ate few perſons in the world I eſteem ſo much as him; but 
amongſt thoſe ſe w, y ou are alwaics to he excepred, The Meta- 
u was lately ſent me, which I read without mochet- | 
renuon;but in that tumultuaty view I had of it, I remarked ma- 
ny gallant things, and pe:haps the obſcurity of certain paſſa- 
ges in n, protecded onely from my carcleſſneſſe in the peru- 
11, I ſay nothing te yhu of the invention of the fables , but for 
the manner of e xprefling them, ir ſeems a little too far ſtrai- 
ned, and purs me in wind of that antient Orarour, who could 
not give the god-morrow without a kgure. But what will you | 
ſay af the other party, who enjovnes me to read a much larger 
Fe, but of a tat le ſler metit; he may as ſeon perſwade ay 
| 2 5 ie 


_ om 


| 
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&g in a Mine, as oblige me to it; you know the reſty and I te- 


main, 
SI R, 
dat. 15. March, 1640, Your, (Fc. 
LETTER VIII. 
SIR, ö 


18 earneſt, your Sonnet is one of thoſe noble pieces which 
command attention, and which are eſteemed more the te nt h 
time, then the fi: (t, | was n-ver acquainted wi all its excel - 
lencies till this day. 1 am vciy terte from the compariſon of 
the coal, with which you ate pleaſed to ſmut it, and much feat 
mall want words rich enough to canammel it ; yet 1 thall not 
fail to enterpriſe chat, though | have onely Lead to ſet it in. 
And be pleaſed to know, ¶ without| pretending to thanks for 
x _) there is no work af mine in which you ſhall not be ſee ne 
on the right hand, and on the left:? The Copy you did me the 
favour to lend me, is moſt exquiſite, and that way of writing 
pleaſes me mvch more then the way of ſome other Ladies, ſa- 
mous tor their Letters: they preach and declaim a great part 
ot the time, and their Letters in folio are no other then grolle 
dodies ill animated; in licu of which, all in this peicc WT ot 
ſpirit,and which ſmcls not of the lamp. By what 1 underſtand, 
our Gentleman of Rome means to change his name into as ma- 
nx ſhapes as ever Toberin changed his Hat ; and by conlequence 
be Mill alwaycs be idem of alter: he might with as much decen- 
ey run naked through the City, as commir ſuch a piece of tol- 
ly ; and if he had any charitable friend by him, he would catch 
him by the throat, rather then let him go out into the ſtreets ſo 
bedawbed with Names and Lordihips. I am, 


SIR, 
Bat ac, 25 March, r640, Tur, vc, 


EETTER VE. 
SIR, 
Agree with you, that Caches is a Crammaticall Philufg- 
pher, who ſceks after nth with addreve, and mployes 
realon to the beſt advantage. Neverrhelets, he met im s drives 
t on 100 farte, and 1 could reptebend hm mote juſtly in cet- 
tain thinge, then he has done my trend, "Tis the Seigucur 
Aua, h | tein: fo, and lcebhpte vo to employ your 
| | Agents 


SIR, 
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| of the ſtreet of Sr. Jacques, to procure for me his 
FEncilds in querto,together with his Dialogues of Speren . 
becauſe 1 want them all. Mon ſicut the Duke de la Roche acaut, 
told me of ſome new Work of Monſieur Deſ-Certrs. I am much 
troubled concerning him, having heard nothing of him a lo 
time, and the father Aerſennur, is to blame for his ſilence. The 
late Monſicur the Marihaly e Schmmberg, thew'd me fome- 
times the Letters of Madam de Ltancourt, which he bedew'd 
with his tears in cha reading. | did not remember to requeſt a 
Copy of them. He wo1d have been ravith't in making me the 
preſent, and weſhould now have been comparing them with 
thoſe of V/ itroria. In the deln 1 have to treat of our language 


Proſe and Verſe, and our honeſt men, and 2 men, 1 
[ 


ſhould have been glad to alledge ſome word or line of hers; 
and this perhaps would be the onely fit manner of making her 
worth known unto the world hereafter. Apage enim Authoreg 
Fauna“, ihſa quamvis drum Regina ita de fe loquatur apud Ai 
num Poetam, Authoy ego, & c. I expeR your reſolution, wherher 
the Duke of Weymar's Verſes were Dutch, French, or Latine, 
and remain, 
| SIR, 
BIN tc, 10 April, 1640. Tour, Cc. 


. 

He incomparable Monſieur de [a Thibaudier , has now left 

me to in former ſolitude, after the injoy ment of a weeks 
happineſſe, during which time, 1 reccived yuur Letter of the 
twenty ſixt of the laſt moneth, for which | beſcech you to lay 
aſide all j:aloufie ; for he neither ſaw the ſuper ſcription on 
the outſide, nor underſtood t he leaſt ſyllable within t. 1 am 
not one of thoſe that make a ſecret of every thing, and much 
leſle of thoſe that divulge Myfteries. Though my treedem be. 
directly oppꝰſite to the ſervitude of Courtiers, yet I defire it 
ſhould be diſcreet, and not injurious to my fi ws or my ſelſe. 
This advertiſement, may, if you pleaſe, ſerve for all, and you 
may ſlee p in allurance as to this particular. If for the futute you 


40 not look upon me as a Conſeſſour of the ſhort Robe, your 


diffidence of my taciturniiy, will accuſe you of doubting the 
om of Philoſophy over the minds of men. Bur, Sir, you 
ave ſent me ſo lively a Portraiture, that I could cafily beate 


the want of the Original, if he ſhould ſave himſclfe the oo 
b 
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ble of coming hither. He is at preſent a quar ter of a league 
from Miert, with Monſieur the Abbot of { awardin Mounicur 
& la Thibaxdier tells me, he has mountains ct Collections, and 
that he reads no Author, either ancient or nmudein, with ut 
making Obſervations upon him. Being j dic ious and polite, | 
doubt not but he will one day impart you ſore of the steg 
things in the world. The Meramorphoſes of the Crown In pr 
rial, and the Celeſtial Lionneis, have ſuftc.cmt grow: ds 2 d 
refemblarce, and the ti ſt cannot be made for ary other 1hicn 
the King of Swedcn; nor the lecond, but for Medemcije.'e | :» 
let. But the invention which is in hand, is not fo exact : 
might be imagined. The Sun may be Kivall to all Shephocais, 


as well as to Dapbnis; and a Lover of all Shepheardeiles, ric + 


ſame manner he is of Phillts, 1 do but half explain my fſclte. be. 
cauſe I want Ie iſure to ſay more. Yer | belic ve you unde 
we well enough, and our opinions will be nothing different 
am without reſerve, | 

| SIR, 


Balzac, 15 April, 1640. Tour, (c. 


EETFERK 

SIR, | 

He favours of Monſieur the Count de Firſque, are n new 

things to me. It is long ago that he took plcaluce to +] ,- 
me; and he was 5ne of the urſt ProteRors ot my writ eng | vor 
at Reme it ſelt, where the Monk iſh faction exeiciles its Tyra): 
ny, and thicatens the Inquiſition toſthoſe that are not of i 
judꝑe ment, he declar'd himſelt openly tor oppreſſed truth 2 
gainſt criumphant calumnie. He is there fote inte teſſed in wo 
Cauſe ; and as one of our friends of times paſt, ſaid, 


Me pariter ſervat, judiciumq; ſuum. 


Iam extreamly 6blig'd to him for this noble conſtancy, and 
beſeech you, Sir, to teſtiße my acknowledgements unto him ; 
to which yo may add, if yo't pleaſe, that | have a perfect e- 
deem of his valour. I take valour het e, in the mol large and 
comptehenſive ſignißcation, and include in this one word, 
an infinity ot excellent qualities, naturall and acquit d, civill 
and milita y. But this is not a place to make his Eloge in; 
we ſhall ene day find one more publique and eminent to de- 
Clare our gratitude, I am alſo much obl iged ro Munhcur L'Hu-. 

I | illier 


| 
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lier, ia cujus ſand iini memorid exal un etiam damneatus od befti- 
45, libenter acquieſcerem. | doe in a manner com ort my ſelſe of 
all my mafortuncs, when I conſider the good neſſe which this 
dear friend has tor me. He aftords me the honour of his love, 
and he may be aſſufed, he has not a more faithtull and pal- 
fronare ſervant in the world, then my ſelte. Mon ſieur the Ab- 
bot de ls Rochrfoacaut, has one of the Veſſicurs d Eſprit with 
him, who docs me the favour rogive me avifit {times of 
three ot tour dayes, | have found rept mill aken i the worth 
of this perſon, and he is fo know ug and judic , r:at his 
abilitics have but few cqualls. Heis oth-rwiic a great admirer 
of vertue, and ſpeaks ot you 35 is fitting to be head favo Hl 
of me, although he ſhould nat othe wile rel! me the inch 
things in the World: I know no perſon more worthy ty be the 
elder Brother of him that is with Mon{cur the Chancellour, 
whoſe merit is likewiſe generally app:ov'd of all the Court, 
Madam, the Marchioneſs de Kembouuler, is more liberal ot het 
favours to me then 1 deſerve. i remember well my en 2ge- 
ments to her, bur | deſire a little reipite, being otherwiſe in» 
cumbred and overcharged. | ſhall ever bewail the death of 
Mon ſieur de 4 Valette and Philoſophy wants remedi:s to com- 
tort me. Tune it lolte is not able to do it, becauſe he goes out 
the work too ſlow ly; and ſo I ſhall pals the remainder of my 
life in ſorrow and regret, I am, 


SIR, 
Balzac, 1 May, 1640, Tour, Cc. 


: . 

SIR, | 

J Think th: modeſty of Madam de Liencourt, which you praiſe 
ſo much, was not gj eater then your humility. You ſpeak al- 


moſt in the ſtrain at young novices. This would be god ina 


e Conte ſſion, at the feet ot a Father of the Orartory 
t to write to me, that you have no merit, and that tis I that 
fer a value upon you, cannot be receiv'd without an incivility 
to the publique, in flattering a particular perſon. | pray God 
pardon you, my dcar Sir; yer a ſuperfluiry in your Compic- 
ment may be ſuffer d for this time, although in the judgement 
of Monſieur de „ it be not any where allowable but at 


Table, chere 1 agree with 1 Entertainments are of the e- 


e the conyerſation of this Gen- 
£ tleman 


ſence of good cherre, I conſc 
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cleman pleaſes me wondiouſly, being mixed of the world and 
books. He brings in ſuch a 133 ot ſcrious and jeſt, as 


ſerves exactly to keep the mind, betwint looſneile and ſtudy 
in the agrecable mean that partake of both. If | had known >» 
his Letter would have been trouble ſome to 74 ] ſhould have 
hindred him trom writing ; but I conceiv'd, chat twelve lines 


of your ſtyle every day, would not put you to much pains, Be- 


ſides, to tell you true , the ſending of Spanith gloves to Mon- 
fieur dc Voiture , pleas d mc fo well, chat 1 was dcfirous to lee 
2 Ticket more of the fame aire. Mon ur de Thou hay icnt Ren- 
fieur Girard the re lation, of the death of Monſieur the Car- 
dinall de la Vene; he de ſir'd to be intericd at Tholewſr, in a 
Church, where the bod ies of three Apoſtles, and many Saints, 
are repos'd, I obſerve in it allo divers other evidences , f a 
true piety; and this I confeſſe it is, wherein | find ſome conſo- 
lation. At leaſt it is the one ly comfort I will admit of, in fo 
treat a lofſe. lam, | 5 
SIR, 
Tour, Cc. 


L E 7. 4 5 

SIX, 

He laſt Poſt made me rich, and you have been liberall, as 

well of your own preſents, as of thoſe of another, The 
Letter of Monſicur Silbon, to Monſ:cur the C ard nall Penti- 
wgto, is very full of admirable conceirs; it afforded me not 
oncly divertiſemcar, but inſtruction \, and his j dic ou, ic fle- 
ctions, upon the moſt eminent places ot the Italian Book , are 
Maſter picces of an abſolute worktnan. You would proces d 
from libei ality to magnificence, if you could often make me the 
Ike preſents; and they ſhould be better received here , then 
the platform of the building of Monlicur de- . Whar 
a ſtrange ſight is this and what is the mganing of this repub- 
lican, to raiſe his vanity from the ſtructute of his houſe , 
£nNOWing it Was a crime in one of old, to have built his a Not y 
higher, then that of his neighbours ? Madam Defleges had in- 
formed me be fore, of this impor tant ne ucs, and told me more, 
chat this Builder was of great note in his Country, and very 
powertull with his Maſter, We ſhall lee what he defies of 
me, for there muſt nec ds be a Leiter wah the Vacquet; and he 
proteſts to Madam Deſloges, that he has wria me divers others, 
which notwithſtandinę ticycr came tom) hands. You ſurprile 
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me flange ly, in telling me, that the old Door, whom we 
ha vc alwaics 10 much lov'd, 's. bur 2 rehned cheat 4 he prea- 
ches nothing elſe, dic nde lu y, tree dom, and ſincetiiy, | know, 
that oftentimes dectit i are ptactu d that way, and fone 

ple commend ruh, to che end they way li with leſſe ſuſpi- 


cn. | knw thete will be alwaies Pharijces in the wo: 1d, al- 


wic Saiafts and Sens „Who will hide corrupt mannes un 


der fair !peect.ev. * 


O vita fa'lax, ebdito; ſerſus geriz | 

Or if you will, with Cicero, Prome, & cli perſepe mentiunter, 
eratio were ſcpiſin:. We mit obſe: ve the ca riage of this gal 
Jane man tor the futures and beware , that his hae es take not 
ad vantage of our ſimplicity. Be plealed to fend me your opi- 
n On of an lt | an Author. called Devils, who has w: it the H-. 
ory of the Civill Wars of France: lh. comparable to the 
Ant.cnts, 2s | have been told - is his language pure, and his 
mind diſſintereſſed ? arc his Policicks {lid and judicious, & 
All this, Sir, in the familiariry of your ordinaty ſtyle, and 
w thour any meditation. | have received newes cf our good 
Monfixcur Maynard, who will bc here in few daies, it he be 2 
man of h's wo:zd In the mean time, oblige me with the deli 
very of a Letter to him . f om Monlicur the Commiſlary. Of 
many Verſcs wheicwith he has feaſled us, I ſend you ten, 
| which are not indced ot the lofty ſtrain, bur ſuch, whoſe ſtyl 
ſe.ms to me very ſweet and naturall. 


To Phillis afli$led. 


Hink not {fair mrurner ) I can e- be tir d. 
To jee that ſorrow which ſo ſweet appears. 
What Artemiſia chat be more adrrir d. 
Or wiſh « Tomb with ſuch becomming tears 
May curſes that Philoſrpby purſue , 
Which with tame precepts ſbal! your grief ſubdue. 
All your regrets and fighs ſo grace full are, 
And force my heart by their vichoriout charms. 
Thoſe clouds »f ſorrow are both bright and fair, 
And hve from them takes move triamphant arms, 


Bock v. 
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1 no humbly kiſſe your hands, and am wah all my 
ful, 
SIR, 


Baltic, 15 May, 1640. 
CETTER . 


Tur, Cc. 


SIR 
He To has faithfully acquit himſelf, of all that yo en- 


3 him with in my tavour, for wich 1 contcile a new 
engagement to you; but mure emen ly. tor t he two mnt pru- 
dent, meſt cxatt, and, according to your cuſtome, moſt oblige 
ing Letters The gitt ot Urbanity, which you congratulate to 
Monlieur de la heb ter, will be undo biedly plating to 
hun. 1 have ſent him your letter, but | had neer forgotten to 
thank youu tor it on my own part: And lurely, Su, it is ht J do, 
face | am as much inte reſſed in it, as he ; and you thete n am- 
plibe my ſwall metric, with your accuſtomed exagg#rations. [ 
am very ſenſible of theſe teſtimonies of eſteem , becauſe they 
are alſo evidences ot love, and the heat wherewih your words 
are animated, is too natweall ro come other whence, then 
from you. heart Bur, Sir, what arc the intentions of cur dear 
Monſieur Eſprit - his civilities fill me with confuſion; he either 
mocks me, or is good and generous even to exceſſe, as well as 
Monſieur he elder brother, who is not contented to excuſe the 
poverty of the Village, but allo nvſ-mployes his good lan- 
guage, in commeendarions of the bad cheer, wherewith he was 
received, | treated him onely in the tathion, of the good man 


in the Georgicks ; 
Nut dapibus menſas onerabat in mti: 


and made him no other complement, then that in the ſame 
Author 5 8 


Aude boſper contemnere opes & te quaqy, dignum, & c. 


Not withſtanding, he would have the whole family charg'd 
with all theſe favours, which are ſo empty and leight, and 
whereunts one ly his acknowl:dgment gives a a body. H 
cahe is it to oblige perſons, that act iy nobl- principles! Tis 
J, Sir, that am infinitely accountable to them, for th: ir gene- 


tous affection; and ſince 1 am deſtitute ot all means to de- 
| 13 clate 
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e lare my gratirude, by my actions. I con jure you to aſſure the 
rin bores. a ny Paris, that | love, efteem, and 
honour/them ail thrice perfe ly, I return you the catalogue 
of Italian books, wherein l ſee not any thing of value. Is thi 
the rich Library of the curious book merchant > 1 much pu 
thc hard hap et his w.dow , if ſhe be ſuch as ſhe is re _—_ 
to mc; and if 1 were one of thoſe Grandees, that lov'd the hus- 
band io will , 1 would not luffcr her to periſh for want of e- 
let. But they ate of that fort of people, who think, they give 
all, when they give ſhadow:s and appearances; and had ra- 
ther go to the oblequies of the dead, then afliſt, to the uphel- 
ding of his ivinous family. I am, | 
SIR, 
E 8/x.46, 22 May, 1640. T:ur, Cc. 
LET, XIV. 
Sin, 
J. Have a perfe efteem of the merit of Monſieur 
but I confefle , his book le ile pleaſed me at the ſecond, then 
it did at the firſt reading, You ſhall know the reaſons of my 
ſentence, if we happen to meet once more in our lives and t 
' ſhall be on the fide of that fair bed, wrought with Tulips, 
| where we will treat of this Matter, and ſcyerall others, if Hea- 
ven hear my praye ts. 


Et me fata num p4tiantur degere menſem, 
Anſpicis, Capelane, tws. 


I am confident, the Bulls you ſpeak of, will not be the cauſe el 
this voyage, although he chat makes the Briefs at this day, bas 
ſaid the ſe twenty years, that 1 was not unworthy of the fav ou 
of the King, ſed <4 fmere; and he obLges me too much, ro leave 
me to my 1epoſc and liberty, which | prefer above all, that 
grearne!le is able to give me. | find that tiue every day, which 

u write me of Dauila, andthe frequent concurrence of my 
judgment with yours, gives me great cauſe of glory, I onely 
adjoyne to it, that it is a great ſhame to our Nation, to be in- 


ſtructed of their own affairs from a wy „and that Fra 
i 


has not yet been the mother of a French Hifterian. | have ſecn 
a ſecond Lapidary on the Duke of Weymar , which 1 cannd 
comme nd, though «be aſcribed to a perſon whom we lore. 


That which you tell me of the other is moſt true, his ele- 
quence 


Nav. 
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is wholly founded upon common places, and has no- 
thing ac all of Cictro, | am, | 
SIR, 
Bec, 1 June, 1640, Tours, toe. 


LET. XV. I 
SIR, 


! Should no: think wy ſelſe in my wits, if I did not extraer- 
dinarily eſtecni thole Mrfſiexrs that bear that name by way 
of exceliency. But further allo, | conſidering my obligations 
to them, if } lov'd them not, Fpermit me to tell you in La- 
tine ) Mibr bur oF «5 triplex, cires prffus effet. The ftrength 
that Philoſophy comers on us, being not contrary to the ten - 
derrefſc into „ hich humanity ſoftens us, | make it my glory 
to be one of thoſe tender and ſenſ hle ones, that bave alwaies 
the ic heat to wounded,and their fouls captiv'd ro incomparable 
vertue, When | have diſcover d jt in any place, nn ceremo- 
ny or comp ement is able to reſt ta n me, The poſſeſſoti of it 
cant qit themſelves of me at their pleaſure, and there is a 
neceſſity of loving, that joyns me inſepatably to the thing, 
that | account amiable. Our Monſieur Efprit de Verſeuil, and 
yours ot Paris, ſhall not doubt of this truth, and they ſhall 
one day ſee, that I do net content my ſe lie with a ſecret re- 
lent ment, but make profc ſſion of my gratitude. It feems you 
have ſhown all our friends the Leitet of Monſieur . 
He would be very much miſtaken, if he thought, | would raiſe 
me a Trophic ot the praiſes that he gives me, and be ſtill gree- 
dy of thoſe Viands, whercot | ſ:rfexed long ago. You need 
not fear left his profuſion make me flight my vow,” and bring 
me new de ſires to write L. etters. It was with much Religion, 
that | ſaid ve [iteris, and pronounced a curſe upon my anct 
ent Trade, And in cafe you doubr of it, I confirm all the ma- 
leditions in this place, that I have ſo often and ſolemnly be- 
queath'd unto it, 1 am, 
| SIR, 
Bal tac, 10 June, 1640. Tour, c. 


LETTER XVI 
SIR, | 


LI that I receiv's of yours, and the Roman Frenchman's, 
has ſatisf d me above meaſure. Although his mind be fa- 


miſhed with Bcnchices, and ſick of Ambition; yet he has other- | 


I 4 wiſe 


118 Familiar Letters. Book V. 
wie amiable and deſetving qualities. Let us not eat more 
of poor mottalls, then the proportion of their fortunes will 
allow. it is not a crune to be no Philoſopher : All of that pro- 
tc(hon bave nt cqually abandon'd mattets of unereſt, I 
have been lomc tha: have made ns wnportunate ſupplications 
as this, that have recciv'd denials and affroms, and infinus- 
te d into the favour of the Pages of the Sy:acuſan Tyrants. | 
rook dclight in all the Papers which he ſent me, and thould 
have taken much more, it they had nat oblig d me to the re- 
turn of anſwers, We have to do with an urgent man, and 
who under ſtand s not what it is to give. He lends cnely 
. uſury, and trafficks in Proſe and Veile, in the one and the o- 
thei Tongue. He i fo rigorons in the vblervation of pundus- 
Ines, that he will never be woo'd to par don my omithons. 
Yet I muſt belicech a little e peda: ion from him, and ſome of 
his mercy in conſideration of my ini: mitics. He that told you 
the other day, that he had not 2 triplew circa peftus, may not 
withſtanding have it circa froniem. For, indeed | fee no other 
remedy to defend my ſelſe trom theſe fa / ours that are done me, 
which I eftcem cruell, and fluuld be happier in the regieR 
and oblivion of all the world, Il am, 


RE SIR, 
. Tour, Ce. 


LETTER XVII. 
SIR, | 

Our laſt Letter has taught me nothing new, it onely con- 

fum'd me in the high opirion | had of che ſtrong conftny- 
tion of your ſoul. Nevertheleſſe I diſcover through it av 
excellent and commendable infirmity; 1 mean that tendernets 
whereof you tell me, which renders you ſenſible onely of the 
loſles which you ſuffer of yout friends. Theſe are ſuch, Sir, #8 
in theſc da yes arc accounted none; and how many people are 
there on every fide of yon, that had rather have loſt eight hun- 
dred friends, then cight hundred crowns; they value them 10 
more, then they do men in Iurky , that ate to be fold ; and | 
| Know ſome, that would eaſily forego their moſt dear and ſaub- 
full int im ates, at fifty crownes a- piece. 


O curve in terris anime & cæſeſſ ium inants | 
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In ficad of requiring conſolation , you ought rather to rejoye® 
in the poſſeſſion of the vertue, which is contrary to that ignobli®© 
vice, and congratulate your hcalth in the time ot a Peſſilcnce · 
lam fully ſarnficd , that the ruines, upon which the ant ent 
held themſ-lves immovable, would not be more dread- 
to you, then them, and that you could be hold with a 
contenance , no leſſe ſerene and unfrighecd , all the Sh p- 
wracks and burnings, and othct hoſtilities, wherewith ſot tune 
emerpriles upon Philoſophy. 1 would gladly continue this 
Diſcourſe , and acq it my ſelſ of what I omi d you by che 
laſt Poſt; but my attendance on great company with me, will 
not afford me leafure. lam convent, you will allow the cx- 
cellent wit and language of Monſ ut the Duke de le Kochefen- 
cent, a5 alſo that of Monſieur the Prince of Marßllac his fon , 
to be ſufficient ard lawtull cauſes, of referr qq you to another 
time. Yer | muſt not end here, without telling you, that I re- 
ceived about three hours fince , 2 rich preſent from Monſicur 
de la Men ardiere. All that I could do ſince that time, was, to 
read the diſcourſe at the entry of the book, wherein I conſeſſe, 
berwixt the ſtrt ngih of hs reaſoning , and the folidity of his 
doRrine, | percciv'd fo quick and glorious appearances, and 
in ſo great number, that | yet remain dazled with them. Did 
yet practiſe the writing of Letrers, I would not fail to reſt fie 
to him, the reſenrments | have of ſo dear a favour. Hut it is 
poſſible, 1 ſhall one day icnder him ſome more conſider 


2 of my gratitude ; and | hope, that atcer | have ſtudied his = 


book, it will furniſh me wherew:th t)alledge it. Par vero mu- 

ms ne d nobit unquam expecter, preilentifime Capeilane , ſed ij per 

erfthetem noftram. re ferre gratiam non licet, rngenui ſaltem animi ent 
profiteri per quem proſecerimus. I am, 

| FIX. 

ac, 22 June, 1640. Your, (Fc, 


LET, XVIII. 

SIR, 
1 Have folemnly renounc'd Hyperbole; *tis a rock, which 1 

look not upon without trembling, and fear more then Sul 
and Cherybdis. Yet you think, I take pleaſure to fall pon n. 
and that 1 am more then ever the hyperbolicall Doctor. 1 
perceive well, Sir, where the occafion Is. I hall be in com- 
bat all my life, with your perpetuall humility, and there is 
need of a procefic to make you receive your due; I will _ 

cea 
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ceaſe to tender it to you, in the beſt coine — 
not ſeruple to perform that juſtice , to the mo 
my friends, which | rendred to my moſt cnraged adverſaries. 
Monhcur c elend will without doubt be tranſported with joy 
for the rece t of the exccllent preſent you ſent him, and you 
mall not fail of his thanks; which notwithſtanding | Hall 
know toonet from you, then from him, becaulc there u no com- 
merce from hence to Men, and the teen leagues that fepy- 
rate us, are leſſe favourable to our cntertainments, then the 
diſtance of a hundred twizt Angouleſm and Paris. All your 
fears give me not leſſe diſquicr, then they do you, But I hoge, 
the God of Hoſts will be on our fide}, to the end of this Cam- 
pagne. Ir may be, the excellent Hymns will prevail with him, 
and then I doubt not, bur the Prince of Mon ſicur Chopelain 
| wilt obtain greatet favours from him, then he of Monſiew F- 
| yet. Barrels are not alwaics fought at rhe times of appoi 


. 


ment, and | have obſerv'd in the Hiſtories of all 28e, that the | 


great events which determine th. tate of great aftans, do 


lefſe frequently, according t- defigne , then by accideme | 


| — occaſion, Our enterpriſes here below , are det ded from 
| "above; and we are but the engines and actours of pieces, that 
ate compoſed in heaven; Home biftrio, Deus vero porter} : He 
u, Sir, a ſoverain Poct, and you cannot refuſe the part, which 
he appoints you to bear in the Scene, It is meet we comply to 
his orders concern.ng us, and ſubmit our ſelves to the ded 
on of his providence. Neverthelefſe I dare promiſc you this 
time, that you ſhall have no need of your ſupream vertucs, and 
my genius prompts me, that your Muſcs (hall. yer « long time 
| fing the triumphs of Monſieur de Lenguevilles Theſe ate the 
| Yowes which avc made for him and you, by, 

| | SIR, 

Bux, 1 July, 1640. Tar, Cc. 


L ET. XIX. 
SIR, +» 


| Yo are the laſt of the good and magnanimous, andt 

| there be ycr any generoſity upon earth, we may lay bold 
| by, it is lodg d in your breaſt , and diſcovers it ſelſ in your 
| words, Thoſe which you have written to Monſieur Cefted, 
in anſwer to his Letter, have ſo wholly ſatiz6ed me on every 
| fide, that I know not which moſt to — „ either the pet 


| dence and freedom that have dictated them , or the n 
cov- 


Book V. Familiar Letters. 121 
courage that breathe in them. They would even rec laim Tigers 
40 civility, and to inchant Dragons. Quid fiet de b mine, ut 
1 dumaniſimo, cui eft conſuerudo cum marſueti- 
eribus muſes ? 


4 


Non ebtuſa «dee C oſtardui pc ctora geil at. 


doubt not, bur for the future, | he will be one of your great 
admirers, and knowing you, as he does, beſtow his heart up- 
on you, which is one of the moſt noble and conſtant, that ] 
know. 1 account my ſelf happy, in having contributed ſome - 
thing to this incomparable friendi:ip. Being both of you. of 
luch eminent worth, it was requiſite to the glory of cither, that 
you ſhould be no longer dene. have yer ſeen no more, 
then the Epiſtle ot our friend, wherein 1 was raviſhed , to ſee 
the Verſcs which he cites from you, This is term'd, 


Preſentt tibi maturos largitur honores, 
Ornandaſjuc taum per nomen ſuſcipit artet. 


Do me the reaſon of a meſt humble c nowledgment, for the 
ether, wherewith he begins his diſcourſe, with that exceſſe of 
gratitude, pro ingratiffiomnd mibi olim grati . It one had given him 
the Conſulſhip, what would he not have ſaid? For one Pane- 
rick that Auſ:nins made, he would have made a dozen; and 
Domitian had offer d him the honour of « dinner, he would 
have flouted the feaſts of iter; he would have ſaid, He 
ſcorn'd his Near, and had ne necd of his Ambroſia. I am, 
| SIR 
kalxac, 10 July, 1640, : Tar, (oc. 


LET. NA 

SIR, 

lace the Letters which you write me, are benefits which 
\F1 receive, and thoſe | return you, arc the acknowledg- 
ments which 1 render; you may well perceive, that it con- 
cerns me not to leave you one onely moment in doubt, of 
the gratitude of my ſoul. The happineſle is, you are neither 
a hard friend, nor a proud bene factor. Although I ſhould fail, 
your indulgence would ſeek reaſons , to juſtifie my offence , 

you would acculc, not one ly the Poſt, Totila, and Rociler, 
but alſo fortune, the flars , and deſtiny , rather then believe 
; me 


ha vc done you in] ſtice, | will declare it to juſt po 
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me culpable. You nced not doubt, but 1 am much inteteſſed 
in the great newes of Germany , and intend to make a boneſut 
for my own particular, as loon as your Prince ſhall have de- 
ſei ved thole of the publick; | piay Heaven he may become the 
Libetaton of Chriſtendame, and that | be his Propher, and 
you his Hiſtorian, But indeed, i: a nia" nay be a P:opher and 
a Poet, at tie price you ſpeak ot, they are chaiges of avery 
cheap iate, and the places of the Sagi d dn coſt moe, in 


the ti mc of Cleodu'us and 34, When bite whe det no ore fo 


ha ve one, then to have laid , "Aegor 5e - v, Oi HH, 
or lome ſ ch like quoditder. It Nn, cu. cee ne the 
honour of a vin, 1 will cecerve him with pg arms, and my 
| he:mitage hall be ever eſteemed glotious, 1 the receit of 
ſuch a gucſt | have no knowkdage ui the Abbot of Aub geg, 
| Nor ever heard of his Queſtion ct a dozen hours long, neither 
can ltell who arc tholc Condidati ty n infeli Her ami; you 
| will oblige me, by giving me a little [ght hercin It any one 
| | poſter ity, and 
the Judges that ſhall condemn ny friend , ſhall not be lefle 
 excctable , then thole which acquirt:zd the enem chef Criers; 
| Cam nempe io 4 Rel gionis rews, Religiont & Legibus 10, 


lam, 
* SIA, 
Balzac, 10 June, 1640. : Tour, Cc. 


LET. XXI. 


SIR, 
| V V Har is the de ſigne of your Rheum, to ſer upon you 
| in the month of July, and not to be contented to 


mae war apgainſt yu, in the midſt of winter, which is the 
true time of its Campagne, ut om {4 ingeniofpſſin# ſcribis 
| You may with reaſon reckon it, with the other prodigies, 
| which we have lately ſeen , and thoſe that are (till in bee:ng, 
| And fince your ficgme has ſuch an extrao:dinary inund2rion, 
| you may be ſuffered to accuſe the ſtarrs, and complain of the 


| diſpenſations of Nature. +8 for me, let Rivers fo. lake rheit | 


Channels, and over {wel their banks as long as they plcaſe; let 
the Dog ſtar die with cold, it he will, and let it freez and 
ſnow upon our harveſt; | know, the worſt evill is already paſt, 
and the ſuccteding diforders will ever be more ſapportable to 
me, then the firſt. Bur, Sir, you arc good company for a ſick 
perſon , and it muſt be conſcſ d, that the clouds of your 


rheume, 
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theum , do nothing at ail diſtuchthe feren;ty of your winde. 
Could any man {pc ak better Hats of Germary, and the 
pert g nations ft ver YTheſeus of with mec thananty accule 
the miſca;:ago & wu n » b uther ef the Acaderiy + Is it pi 
ble for carne?? and at, te ggrcecab!y tt MPered pon 
the farewel of {tt th, % to theme pon the cules 
that he be ſto nuf, +: age, and the fanall u ſtan- 
ding there Wie, beten him and Tacttat, ever at H time of 
their greateſt fainiliarity / You become what pet ſon vet you 
pleaſe to act, ard theic i 3n equall wixiu e of ptudence in all 
you. peiformances. | have ſcen within ac dates, a nan 
whim yo much pr d to me, in two very different poſt (res 5 
And at the concluis n {his Poetry, which pleas d me x- 
tte ny, | fell by mot tune upon theſe Veries, which made 
me lick at heart, and wherewith I am ſomewhat conſcientious 
to lully whitc paper. 


Cum ſpucret vi ſtyum ale ruter gravis (xquecrearet, 
Plurimus of rauc i confpergeret omni ui; 
Killa horreſcn'ts u, Apr figna dedijjem, 
Cunt frrens, 44 nimg, ante twiſt : 
Flare imma Ai mec, cum cultnr neſctus in fang, 
kxdarem toties in c in bumida ſtrata. 


AI woull no! have 2 Poet heat te much upon the wing, and 
be l ſor n above the clouds, nc ther would | have 
ham - 1:;m'e it co fall into the dirt, and much lefic into 
ſome other matter more untieen | Lacan deſcends and 
abaics h cou, when, he lcaſes; but this man creeps and 
wallowes un theſe Fx ve +, as if he took pleaſure in ordure, 
do not know Monſieur I any , then | knew Mon- 
keur the Abbor of Auvignicy but thall be forward to begin our 
acquaintance , by che way which | you have mark'd me our. 
You muſt th-retor© do me the tavour , to lend gue the pro and 
con, and lelie ve me alwaics, 
SIR, 
Balzac, t Auguſt, 1640. Teur, Cc. 


SIR, 

] am happy in being beloved of you, and I would not change 

4 this good for tune, for chat of all the favour itcs in the world. 
1 hzs 
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| This is indeed pts non ſpeech, but rhe lofrineſs of my 
words is neither wit reaſon not example, Your Herece goes 


beyond them, when inſtead of the favour of K ingi, he appro- 4 


aces even Royalty to himſclte, and ſayes, he is more 
then the King of P era, by a leſſe enjoyment then mine, Wi 
how great good neiſc have you recciv'd the trouble which 1 
pur upon you ? How many ſouls receive light from your fire 
And what is it that 70 40 not for a man, that can only requite 
| you with yowes and wiſhes? You cover me, Sir, with ſhame and 
confuſion, and I know not how to anſwer your laft Lener, 
but with bowing my head, and laying my hand upon my 
mouth. This religious poſture muſt ſerve me inſtead of the 
thanks I owe you, and of thoſe I ſhould tender you for the 
favour of thoſe excellent perſons which you have ingag d to 
undertake our affaires. I am not more yours then I was before, 

quid enim perſedlo adai po > But lam, as I conceive, more 
then any perſon in the world, 

SIR, 


BAN, 12 Aug. 1640. Teur, Cc. 


LETTER XXII. 
SIR, | 


Send you here with the Letter of a gallant man of my ac- 
quaintance, which he de ſued might be communicated to 
you; and I muſt tell you, be is pertwaded upon my words, 
that he is a Maſter Artiſt at writing of Letrers. It is therefore 4 
uit judgement of God, that I am now perſecuted with the 
impertinences which I formerly commended, and that my 
Battery reaps the thor nes which it ſelfe had ſown. He ſeeks 
occaſions to write to me, and when he cannot deviſe any, be 
purveys for them abroad in all the world. He alſo injoyns me 
to return him an anſwer, upon 1 know not what venals ; and 
requires, beſides all this, gratiem celeritatis, as if it were a ba 
ſſe ofexptdition. He ſhall have neither one nor other, 
neither anſwer nut diligence, I will pre ſcrve the liberty wher- 
of he would bercave mc; and if he p oceed to moleſt me, male 
another oath more ſolemn then the firſt What an impradence 
is it, to exact golden Letters ot his fiiends, to den and] of me 
Rhetorical flour iſhes, and cofi va diſcorrendꝰ, to the intews be 
may read we in aſſemblies, and make a ./ lamat on of out 
| fecrers: You can teſtiſie for me, that I ain far te ftom ingaging 


in the Trade of a Declamer, which 1 hall cver ſatu 
| avs: 
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| gvoid. I beſeech you let me know, who that perſon is which 


takes himſelfe for Scipio Africenus ,, and treats his friend with 
the name of Lau. His p;clumption certainly deſerves levere 

ment, and | doubt not but oh: of theſe dayes, the fancy 
will be in his head to prophane the names of Agrippe, Hecencs, 
2nd Hepbeftion, in be ſto wing them upon ſome miſetable ſcoun · 
del, to whom h mie ltc will be Augaiins and Alexander. That 
Vide, whom we c{teem ſo much, and in whoſc favour Scaliger 
the Son hath written, Qui de Hieromme Vids alnter ſentit quam 
4 ſumme ac per ſetliſimo locta nugas agite This Vide, | lay, is the 
true Autho; of the villany you have leen. It is in the Poem 
which he addreil:s, Celelmi Vide Of Leone Ofcaſale Manibus, 
Bur we muſt leave all other mat teti, & give you a recital of the 
Hetoical entcrpiiſe of a gallant man, which paſs'd through 
this Country, and is going in queſt of Truth,and good Wine, 
by Sca and Land. To this efteR, he deſigns a Pilgrimage to 
Monſieur Des Cortes, in imitation ot that of Apellonius to Hiar- 
ches: Nevertheleſs he will put oft truth, and Monhcur des 
Cortes to the next y.ar, and not pals the, Sea this Campagne. 
But his «ther de ſign deſerves the wledge of the whole 
wo:1d. He departed from Paris on purpoſe to come and fee the 
Sun riſc and (ct at Balz te, and ſo torwards, to eat all the Me- 
lons and Figs of Gaſconie ; and from thenee to take the way of 
Langue (ec, and keep the Vintage of Fretignac. Alexander had 
never ſo: are a thought: The Conqueſt of the Indies is no · 
thing in compariſon to this expeditiin, and you muſt be more. 
ſparing hereatrer in relating to me the voyages of your Theſe - 
14. You n uſt ftber know, that his hrſt ſpeech to me, was 
concerning you, in ſuch manner as 1| would have all the world 
ſpeak; and this introduQion has fo well plcav'd me, that al- 
though he had drawn aſtet him, Menades, Sileni, Aſes and 
Panthers, I could not have ſhut my Gate upon this extraoi di- 
naty train, As 1 had fin iſh d my Letter, he that is the ſubject of 
it, came hither upon the Gallop, and gave me a ſecond viſit, 
mauui nam, ficcam & ſobriam. But yet I muſt tell vou, that this 

riet y is not withoue ſome conſideration of inteteſt; and 
that he did not forbear his breakfaſt, but for fear it might be 
prejudiciall ro a great dinner which attended him at Angou- 
leſme. So that even his abſtinence has intemperance for its- 
obxeRt, and is nothing at all agteeable to that of the anciens 
Fathers in the Deſert. 1 am, 

SIR, 

Ir, 24 Aug 1640, Tur, 756, LkT- 
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LETTER XXV. 
SI R, | 


126 


He great importance is to know, chat I am your Faroy- | 


if you 


rite ; for it is moſt certain you are a King; and 
will not believe me, hear the Orac le that tells you · 


Rex eff qui poſuit metur, 
Et airi mala pefforry 

uem non mbit impotent, 
Er nunquem flabilis favor 
Vulgi preciprins, vet; 
Qui tuto bon tus loco, 
Infra ſe videt omnia. 


If you defire any mo: 
confirmation of the tir ft, 


Mens regnum bona poſſudet 
Nil ul opus eff equis, 

Nil armi: of inertibu⸗ 
Tel:s que procu! ingꝰ rit 
Parthu: cum fi mulat fugas : 
Rex e. qui metuit nihils 


There is nothing herein which is not proper to you, and you 
are the Sorciaign next Monſeut de Lengueville. Buc it is true, 
this Noble aft: tion gives you ſome diſq ict, and you ſent 
#!] the blowes fur fo dea a perion, which you would contemn 
if hen were directed 
lialan Prefident, and the Letter of the Cavalier of twenty 
oy 6d, are very agrecable to my palatc, and you have d- 

igcd me with a feaſt of two ſo rare preſents. But how many 
Iuſtics are gone ? I hadalgoſt ſaid, Ages, wherein we have 
ſeen nothing of your Mulcs. I know well, that 


Carmina proveniunt animo deduc la ſe reno. 


And there is ſcarce any thing bur Vowes made in a Tempef!, 
But yet you might haves put thoſe yowes inrune, and told u 
in Muſick, that e could not be exſpect ed trom you in your 
preſent eſtate. As for me, nothing diſtuibs me from my Trade. 

Ner 


ainſt your ſelte. The Sonnet of the 


re, behold, Sir, a ſccond Oracle, or he 


ginnir 
of me 
taking 

my 
With t 


' 
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Neither pain of body, nor affliAion of mind, hinder me, from 
ſending you almoſt — every Poſt, ſomething of my workman- 
ſhip. My Enthuſiaim be ng paſt, and my laſt Latin(-Letter 
ſent, ſome have aſaut d me, that it was an incomparable piece. 
Behold, a great word for a Courtier, not very tamiliar with 
your Apollo, and a Doctor in the vulgar tongue. I have not fo 
much :aith, as to believe my ſelf preſently a Roman Culzen, 
becauſe a Provinc all told me ſo; tis you, Sir, who muſt clear 
me up this truth, and it you pleaſe to aſſociate Monkicur the 
Abbot of St. Nicholas, in the judgment of this important at- 
tar; I ſend you a new copy to be delivered to hm. He is, 
without doubt, rerum herum actrrimu & integerrimus judex , 
He tut ia ſupreme gradu, ut Hagiſtyi le quuntur, facultatem judi- 
catricem. Do me the tavour, to obſcrve and mark all the faults, 
to the end I may corre ct them; for it is a dangerous thing to 
ſpeak a dead language. lam, 
SIR, 


altac. 4 Septemb. 1640, Your, Cc. 
EET. MV. 
SIR 


1 
Have much exclaim'd 2painſt the de layes of meſſengers, 
and t uly not without cauſe, ſince they depriv'd me of an 
extt aotdinary contentment , and hinder'd me from the enjoy- 
ment ot Monſicut Menge; his Book would have made fuffus 
Lippns jealous, and put Lambin in diſpair. It aſtoniſhes me, 


and | am cot fident, latishes you, thbugh you expreſſe nothing 


the: con, to leave me the entice liberty of wy judgment. It 18 
true, | have a great inclination far this grandis protxtatus, 
But if I were his profeſt enemy, 1 ſhould contefle, that his 
ſubrlerics are very ſolid, and his doArines exquiſite; he d awes 
out of fountains, remote om the common toads, and whih 
the people have not yet ſoy led. But who wonld think, that in 
criticall queſtions , and thoſe uponſthe Heautentimerumen of 
Terence, there were any oom for ot he and cſkees end- 


| ſhip > and that I ſhould fre my ſelf amongſt ſo many Authors 


and Scholiaſls > Ir ſeems he did not reprehend mein c be- 
pinning, but with a forchght of rendring his commendations 
d me lefle ſuſpected in the concluſin, nor correct me, for 
taking the conception of Hercules tor his birth, bur to the end 
he might ſay, that the faults which 1 commirare common tome, 
with the infallible Heinfiusr, You are toe good, Sir, and know 

K the 


_ Familiar Leiters. 
the way —_— too well. ro leave me in arcer in this pars 
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ticular, and there are no words bur yolis, that can lufficiently 
exprefie my-reſeruments, Be pleaſed to grant me them, in thy 
occaſion , and preſerve me that precious friend, in the fame 
manner as you beftow'd him on me, But muſt I not hear, that 
you are returned into the way of the Hoſtel , of Monſieur the 
Ambaſladour of Surden , and that you are a better Courtier in 
Summer, then in Winter? Viſit that excellent perſon, and be- 
come his Confident. You may poſſibly ſee that incomparable 
Hiſtory, which he keeps priloner ſo many years, for there are 


meer thirty paſh ſince the Author of Inf ant ic ida writ to him, a 


cheſt remarkable words: Ita munus mole ſl iſimum ſuftinniſti be 
Fenus , ut quacungqat in Republics jam reſtant, alind agendo ſuftinere 
poffir ; & quod fidem ſuperat, tanquam ia otie abſelntam patrie Hife- 
114m occupeti ſcripffti. Quam qui olim legent , obſtapeſcem, 
ſal vs Tacili ſplendore & auguſti Majeftate dici aliquid floridius o- 
tuiſſe. I have read his Book, de jure Belli & Pacts, which i of 
very great learning; and a long time ſince his Mare Liderum, 
— lately two Tage dies, and ſome other ſacred Poems; but 
I have loſt the volume of his Vei ſes, printed at Leyden , which 
I wouldgladly regain : He has allo compos'd divers other 
ieces , whereof l beſcech you to give my Stationer a 02 
4 to the end, I may want none of the wor ks of this great 
rſonage: | have a particular eſteem of all that comes from 
im, and beſides the ſolidity of his learning, the, ſtrengthd 
his reaſoning, and the graces of language, | obſerve therema 
certain character of honeſty , which perſwades me, that excep- 
ting our Religion, from which he is unhappily a ſtranger, he 
may be confided in, for all other things. You de very much he- 
nour to my extravagance, in calling ir Enthuſiaſm , and I dd 
not take my ſAf to be ot {5 jolly an humour, *Tis onely i 
r preſence, that my melancholly leaves me in repoſe ; and 
d not I been to write ro Monſieur Chapelain , I ſhould not 
have ſo much as teinciubered the voyage of the new Bacchus. 
Jam, 
SIR, 


Balz xc, 20 Septemb. 1640. Tour, Cc. 
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| LETTER XXVI. | 


SIR, 
1 Pardon our friend his pedantry, if he be aſſur d of the Prela- 

cy, and has City · . curity for it. He, neer whom he would be 
placed, has ſomc times the out ſide and appearance of an honeſt 
man, but the bottom of him is certain cheat. Ii a folly to 
depend upon any thing from him, though after prote ſlat ions, 
both by word and writing. My indefagitable Scribe has labou- 
red tor you this week , and will by all means have you ſce m 
laſt Latine, becauſe it ſeenu to him well writ. I do not . 
his wl, ſince it cofts me nothing but conſent, nor complain 
of the pains he puts himſclt re. | Let him kill you therefore 
with this ſo often recoRed cranbe, provided you do not ceaſe 
to be otherwiſe in health, and that it cauſe not the return of 
your rheume. Neve: did any bu ſineſſe finde more protection, 
then that which | recommended to you, and we are principally 
indebt ed to yo. for the good ſuccee You have obliged Mon- 
fieur de Voiture, to contract his gravity in my favour, ther 
Monficur de Voiture , that never ſpeaks without perſwading, 
You may perhaps think, that | am providing him an accurate 
complement hereupon ; | had indeed once reſol ved it, bur [ 
lately read in my Stoick Philolophy , that a wiſe man ought 
to have a friend, to the end, he may not want one to ſacrihee 
bis life for, if need be. So that upon this ground , it is appa- 
rent, that neither you nor he are yet fally diſcharged towards 
me. You haven yet been ſolicited to Martyrdom, and ſince 
you owe me your life and your blood, can you eccount to 
me a viſit in a coach, and a dozen words + | preſume, you did 
not expett this anti complement , and will conſe ſſe, that I do 
not take things atter the common bafſe. This it is to be one 
of Zeno's diſciples, and to have commerce with thoſe Jotry 
loules of Antiquity , whoſe very extravagances arc noble, 
I am, 

SIR, 

B&'zac, 30, Septemb, 1640, Tour, &c. 
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LETTER XXVII. 
SIR 


Cannot tell, if 1 ſheuld ar preſent admire the Oration of 
my Lord deliaCaſe z but it is true, that | did formerly 


admirc it, and had a deſigu of publiſhing it with Nores of my 


ewn making. Thisdefire is not yet paly'd, and I be ſee ch you 
to procuic a very correct Copy 210 to the end, that When 1 
ſend you min e, you may ,by comparing them, judge which of 
the Manu{criprs h the beiter. In my opinion, this Florentine 
was pe:tctily jud.ciou,, He had ſeen the Idea of the bigheſt 
Eloquence ; and l cannot agree to the ſentence of Monbeur 
Gwyet, who wholly condenians his Late. Onely ! think, the 
ad var tage is on the fide of the Tvican, which '3 more free and 
naturall. | havc teview'd my ſe cond ap , and ſhall fend 
you them beth ty be cſenicd trum we, Mid: m the Mar 
chioncſo de Sable. 1 think it will be correment, io make the 
Dedication of them to her: And though. there are many points 
of Learning treaicd the. en, abuve the d inary capacities d 
Women; yet iy adde cannot be rc pt%ο,Hced, bang made to 
one that tranſcends the geutrality of that ſex. Bc He, I hae 
a great example to juſt ite the action, and you may po ſſidi 
have obſci v'd, that Diogenes Laertius, dire Rs his ſpeech tos 
Lady of his time, in the Lives which he bas written o de 
Philoſapheis. Notwnhſtandin g, he ſpcaks rot enely , 
actions, and manners, but alſo of their le tts and opinions Out 
ether incomparable Matchioneſs ſhall likewiſe Und a ce. 
obcdience from me. 1 will publiſi the vertuc and atch.rt 
ments of her Fathers, and het brave Romans; and i hope the 
will be fatizh'd with ſamething more then my torward com. 

r= to her commands. If vere capable of joy, I fhev 
ave received ir ve: y lenſcbly trom your laſt appiubation. Yag 

arc in effect almoſt the oncly man whom I deſire to pleaſe, 

I am ready to ſay, that omnes cogitationes mea ad te refernntw, 

CF in te conſamuntur. Therefore I conjure you to love me, 
you would have my ſad liſe fuſtain'd yer longer by any com 
fort, and belic ve not that] labour either for Fortunc or Gloty, 
You are the onely end of all my pains. But there is yet one 
thing which 1 would obtain of you, that when I ſend you 
ther my Latine or my French, you would not advertiſe me & 
my faults. Not for that I think my ſelfe infallible, or you iner 
pablc to cx rreR me. But becauſe I am not ſolicitous about ij 
cura 
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errors, and do not take things ſo much to heart as I have done 
' . formerly, It a foleciim eſcape from me, | think I ſhould now 
ler it tunne as faire as it pleaſes, without putting my ſelfe 
to the trouble of overtaking it. Lis a favou theretoic of 
chance, it I make any thing conſiderable n te firſt attempt. 
] am. . "> 
TS * 4 
Brac & Odob. 1640. T cur, Cre. 


LET. XXVIII. 
SIR. | | 
[ Have obtain'd at length, hat I deſired fo paſlionarely, 1 

me an an authcaricall Declaration of my favour with ger 

poſſeſs d che thing fo merly but | wanted the Title, Now | am 
provided of a ncccilai y Die. e to juſt ie my poſſeſſion, and lex 
any one her ati cr £.dventine to diſpute it with me. Bur do not 
think Sir. that | acco Nt it in then mber of Gonds honeſt 
and unprofitable, I tind .n yout friendſhip. penſions, ben: fi- 
ces, offices, dignitics, gad generally au advantages that fa- 
voux can expect from Royalty; Tince I tnd in it wherewith 0 
flight all choſe graces, and having mad- mic a preſent of your 
(cite, what did ever Hepheftron recc;ve om the King his Ma- 
ſter, that was comparable to what yqu have beſtuw'd on me? 
You muſt either confeſs that you know not your ſe!ſc, or agice 
with me in this truth, and that there is no rationally anbirwug 
man, that is not of my opinion, But ſince we are upon the 
Chapter of cxcellent friencſhip, is that cf Monfi-ur S1{bon, in 
as high a degree of heat towards me, as | left ic at Paris. If it 
be ſo, as 1 cannot doubt ir, | am doubly happy, and I beſcech 
you to affure him, that he has not a more gabelt ſesyant then 
my ſelfe. As for you, dear Sir, I have no more to ſay to you, 
only do me the honour to be lic ve, that in receiving you, | give 
wy ſelfe to you, and cold wiſh I were of ſom e value, that 
you might net be wholly a loſer in the change. I am, 


SIN, 
Te c. 


Bdxac, 19 O& cb. 1640. 
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XII. 


SIR, 
Have receiv'd fa.great contentmen rom the Letter which 
your triend writ you, as was ;incavabic of addition by a ſe- 
cond complement. i did fo: merly 2pprchend the .aconve- 
Nicnc c of this exceſs. like that ot two dinners on à da and you 
know, that there fate ry eveii of the beſt things, He i died 
a vey gallant perſon, and ag:ccy with your de'ciiption. Otren- 


t mes what he {pcaks, deſerves to be alleaaged But 15 there no | 


means of obraining of the Ingenious anſwers which be recited 
to you 2 it 14 indifte: en to nie, whether they cone from deli. 
berarion, or are de!ivercd upon the place; whether they be 
bor n in the company, or brought from home, provided they 
be ingenious, I; 15 not of tive jcaſts, hat the Poœt ſaid, 


Turye eff d:fkciles babere nugat, 
Et flultus labor ct incptiaram. 


T of thoſe Fquivocations you know of, and other ftudird 
foolcrics, which bad Buffoons F.rch as farre as the end of the 
World. I am an enemy to ſowre taces, and affected gravny; 
and therefore I leave you to conſider, if my thoughts agree 
with yours concerning the Ambafladour. Fruamr,per me, g 
bi Trratoram. © 


Ad prpulum phaleras, ego te intut, & in cute,novi. 


What arc his intentions, with his Arminian Divinity, and 
Schiſm upon Schiſm 1 could wiſh he were cur'd of this u. 
lady, quem ſacrum jure mine; and that ſome good Angell 
would 1educe him into the right way. The Chancellour & 
Sucden, who does not trouble him w:th concroverſie,ought 
to perform this good office, and injoyn him upon penalty, d 
being ill pay'd by his Srarcs, ro "=" the Treaſure which be 
hides; I mean the Hiſtory which he keeps ſecret. Be pless d, 
Sir, to know of him, what is his judgement concerning that d 
Father Strada, and let me know yours, upon all the Spanifh 
Comedies; for thoſe which I have ſeen, have much diſpleasd 
me, I render you a thouſand thanks for your excellent Ver's, 
which are beſides, prudent; and ſpeak you not one ly a Poet, hu 


a Polititian. You have found out the delicacy of a Sonnet 
and this is a perfect body, whoſe parts are all admirablt. les. 
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vie you that meditation de ! Empire, and facin de rener. Had not 
regard to che ſacra fames cur / of rig! , and an ther paſ. 
— in Ar:f:t!e, which he alicdges of cone Faſr» , Nu f egns- 
| res, bi earn vide b atur. I never yet law any thing of 16 happy 
conceir, not lo happily exprefs'd ; | congratulate with you tor 
it, and am more then cver , ; : 
| FIR, 
Bara, 1 Novenb. 1640. Tor, Oc. 


7 E * 2 KA 


SIR. | 
ne ati ed withthe | proctedings of the ſhee-Pe- 
dant, as 1d Thibaud teime ho if fre did not give 
order to her Gerilcinan ts lye , he has hy d cf hn own head, 
| have been len g & Laſted with the husband and the 
wie, and think , I ſhe Id loſe the word: which I ſhould ſpend 
upon theme; therefore | zm glad of the right I have, to blot 
them ont, and uniare the revenge of Virgil, who punimed 
thoſe of Ns in this manner, and put Ora jage where there was 
Nela jugo. Sed de his haflenus, Maick'o & Fim, marine en- 
jute paaę is. You aic very injurious, to di fire Monſieur — 
to Writc to mez he would do me no pleaſure, in being perſwa- 
ded by you: Fer though his Letters arc ed able, yer it will 
be neceſlary, that I give anſwers to his a0 1 urable Letters. 
Monſicur has ſhown me frur Jong nects of his, 
| It the ſhould treat me in that manner, would you condemn me 
to do the like? Truly, you arc a ſttange p<: lon! 1 beituw'd my 
lelt upon you, add my loul is joyn'd to yours ; and would not 
you have me keep wy fidelity? and do not wr cm ider, that 
all other communication would be rcproach'd to nie? Bedff; me 
with your judgment, upon ny Loid della aſs, and the ap- 
p: obation where wich you author ie my deſgne. Iwill under- 
take the work with all ſpec d, and will not for pet what I owe 
to the incomparable Maichionelies; If you ſee Monfieur Me- 
nage, I entreat you tell him, that the German Gentleman, re- 
cexs Papinit Commentator , pals'd by this way yeſtetday, to ſee 
me; and ſpoke f him and his vor ds ſo adyantageoully, that it 
is beyond the power of mythetotick , to add any thing to his 


Elogy. 1 am, 
| SIR, 
Balcac, 15 Novemb. 1540. Tours, &c. 
HWH EE Fon 
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LET, XX Xl. 

S1K 
] Remain your favourir, dur ing your good pleaſure , and! 

hope, | ſhail never do any thing to tofteit that title, But, 
if you pleaſe, do not take me for a tollower of Chryſeppus, for if 

u do, you will have cauſe one of theſe daies, to accule me of 
Hehinchc „and to brand hum with apoſtacy, whom you once 
termed novice, You will {et in my I:cond apology, how I have 


quitt d the Caffock | had taken, and in what manner | had 


been icb<!}ious againſt the old Stoicall fathers. Yet I conceive, 
if | remember well the words of my Letter, 1 ipoke plainly of 
that proud Philoſophy, without much declaration for 
Hide, I am indeed ot a Sect more gentle, or, to ſpeak truer, 
am of all Sects, ¶ ne quid tibi diſſimulem, fine lare & familia in 
P hileſoph14 ua amur, & cum nor Flacce, | 


Nullins eddifus jurere in verba Magiftri, 
Nyo me cunque rapit tempeſias, de feror boſpet. 


Our friend's Latin ſeems to me very hand lome, but his fl 
3s inſupportable; and as that honeſt man of antiquity, exclaim 
againſt Homer's Jupiter, becauſe he favour'd the Barbarian, 
ſo this new Author diſpleaſcs me, becauſe he ſooths up ſuch 
peoples at are not worth his pains. The Letter 1 writ to Mon- 
Heimat, was neither long nor ſhort, and therefore there 
muſt be ſomething more in that, that was told you. For the 
German whom I mentioned to you the other day, called . 
anne Fredericus Groen vi, had the like diſcourſe with me; and 
I know nor, if {ume &fficious unknown perſon, has beer. dif] 


ſed to make himſe lf pleaſant with him and me. Meſcard) ® 


dead, and we ſhall all dic as well as he, Bur was he fo eloquent 
as you ſp ak of: I have ſeen nothing of his making, except 
ſome Academicall Orations, which were ſt un me ſome four - 
teen or fifreen years ſince, ui confeſſe, hat 1 found his lu- 
lian Proſe as poeticall, as that ef Ciampeli. N thouſand ſet vice 
to Monficur de Voiture, and all our other friends, 1 am, 


„„ 
Balxac, 24 Novemb. 1640. Tour, Cc. 


LET, 
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LETTER| XXII. 
SIR, 


Should be more ſick then you, if informing me of bad newes, 
you did not likewiſe give me hope: of better for the future: 
But you ate in the mean time in your bed, and the Phyſu ians 
ve your the ume the appellation of a Rhumatiſm. For the 
love of God. dear Sir, have a care of your health, whereof 1 
have more necd for my life, then of my on, and conſider me 
in your perſon. Would not that ſuperſtitious courſe of diet 
do pte jud ce, to the nobleneſſe and gallantry of nature? and do 
think, the humoutrs 5001 not revolt againſt an ab- 
* , that endeavours to bring them into abſolute ſubje · 
ion ? 1 do not approve ſuch rules of living, except for ſuch 
decayed bodies as mine, which are Bee, of all action, and 
overwhelin'd with the leaſt burden. Since you are not in the 
like condition, you ought to rake an boneſt 1.berty, and in- 
dulge your ſelf ſomet.mes a mote geniall fare; 1 conceive, 
r blood would by that means become more pure and clear, 
and that all the ſcditions in the Microcolm, would be appeas'd 
and tcmper'd thereby. But, Sir, you ſpeak very pleaſingly of 
your malady , your rheumatiſm is eloquent, and every thin 
flouriſhes in'yo..r hands. This gallantty which is mingled wit 
your pains, is an infallible ſigne to me, of your approaching 
recovery, although yo had not qtherwiſe given me aſſurance 
of it; and it cannot be ſad, there are any ſick people of fo jol- 
ly an humour. Monſieur the Duke of 0 Rochefrucam „did me 
lately the honour of a viſit, and intermitted for ſome hours 
the great fiſhing he had, in gut fair Rivers, that waſhes five or 
fix ot his Teritorries, which contain. twelve large leagues of our 
Countty. You were mentioned in our conference, with all the 
elogies and admiration, due to a ſupream vertue. He brought 
with him a Lady of his kindred , whom I had a little before 
_ complemented, for a preſent which ſhe ſent me. I imagin'd , 
3 would not be unwilling to ſee the Letter which I writ to 
er, and that the ſoft and delicate ſtyle, will not be leſſe plea- 
ſing to you, then the ſublime, But the main is, to know, if a 
Ruſtick is able to diſtinguith of delicateneſſe, and withour mi- 


ſtaking one for another: It is your part to clear this _ : 
n 


% 


Porr MM. —__aa pe ter 


health, and m with all my foul, 
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In the mean time, 1 expeR with impatience the ne wei of you 


SIR, 
Baltic, 10 Decemb, 1647. Tour, oe, 


LET, EXAXUL. 


5 7 N 3 | 
Have been raviſh d with joy, at the evidences of your u. 
covery ; but you ought not to have atrempted ſo much ab 


| ready, and ſhould have managed berte: thu ti ſt tavour of Ne 


tire, For lines would have been enough, tu have quieted my 
minde, and giren me the intormation | dcſued. Bur you knog 
not how to keep meaſurc , wlien there is occahon 19 oblige; 
and you account your favours detcitive , unletie they exceed, 


How few friends are there like youre? and yet fewer Philolo- 


ers, that are able to retain conrengment ot minde , in the u- 
ictions of the body, and loſſe of eſtate | | know luch a Men- 
fieur that would have murmurced »guniſt St 
for lefſe then 2a rhumatilſn; and the damm of echt hundred 
crownes, upon the calling in of mony , hath 5 5 NCOAVE+ 
nicac'd, then troubled you, wh ch w-uld have put Seneca indy 
„ tert, though inconſi der able to his fott unte. You may © nquat 


eoncerniag this of Den, and he will aflure iow that there wa 


great difference between the flouriſhes of Theory, and the &. 
erctory weapons of Experience ;, between a Sage up in the 5e. 
per, and a Sage upon occaſions. Bt yer, Sir, I conceive, the 
ought not to render you diſaffecte d roawards others ," no! you 
force hinder you, from having pitty on the feeble and intem 
You mit ſuffer men to hope, and deii.c Ml at this day, as the) 
have hop'd and defir'd ever fince the beginning of the world. 
And though covetouſneſſe be not of ſo great antiquity, yct 

muſt remember, that you live not in te erocall tins, ba 
in the dregs of the year, ſixteen hundred and foity ; and that 


heretofore, one of your predecefiors was commended , fs 


Newing that favour to the world , which he would not alloy 
to himſelf. Monfievr - - | ps to the Prelacy: 
What is there you find fo ſtrange and criminal, in his preter- 


' ons? are they not the ſame, with thoſe of the greateſt part of 


the Preachers at Paris , who do not much attend to the Greek 
Eceleſiaſticall Hiſtory ; nor the example of St. 1dere of Fein 


um. The worſt | ſce in it, is, that he has diſcovered himſelt ro 
; 
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a mocker, and dec laid his de ſigne with more treedome , then 
the hypoctiſe of the Court permits, But is he not in the bot- 
tom of ſ.:ch ſtuffe, as Patrigrchs and high Pricſts are made of ? 
and do not you tie me nbet, that in the place where he is, there 
is net ſo poor a ut plice wearer , but os an cyc upon the Pa- 

acy, and p ayes to God tor the triple Crown, Has he not at 
L. as hand une a name, 25 the Srgnienr de Simtonibus, whercot 
he make n αt hn in his Letter, and which I dannot remems 
ber without lavghtcr- Docs not he we ll de ſerve a title, mm part 
bus lap. um, ſince he is ſo de ſuqus of a Diceſſe, that any 
would be welcome to him This ambition docs not pre dice 
civill ſociety, and may be ſuffered in a man vertue, He may 
have it , without hating his prince, without violating friend- 
ſhip, and w.hour being either a bad Frenchman, or a bad Ro- 
man And the:etore, du, though you handſomely te proach my 
Indulgence, 1 ſhall crave the liberty to continue it, | know 
net hw declam againſt ſo many impericAiuns , purely hu- 
man, {ccing luch a world of monſtrous and groffe cranes | 
ſhwuld have to combat, it | wild undertake to be a Reformer. 
ard od & minentifſirmarn Bentrvolum artiger. You have all the rea- 
ſon in the world to blanc me, and l conſeſſe, 1 am the moſt 
ruſtick Provinciall berwixt this and Paris, Nevertheleſle, 
ſince you have al:cady performed the complement, to which 1 
was ©blig'd, 1 ſhall reſt there, 1 am not able to add any thing 
to the pertection of what you do, and will onely tell you, 
that they ate happy faults whereof you are the amender. 'l 
with te heaven, you would as liberally acqum me of the reſt of 
my debts, It would be a charity worthy of your riches; and 1 
leave you to imagine, it my creditors would have cauſe to 
complain oi their payment, 1 am, 


Brac, 20 Decemb. 1640. | Tear, rc. 


LET. 


* 
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LETTER XXXIV. 
SIR, 1 


Av was very agreeable in your Letter, till the concluſion ; 
bur that bad tail has ſtung me, and | have much fear of 
that newes, which would afflict you to the urmoſt, i true; be 
it the will of heaven it prove falſe, and that your friefid be ta. 
ther viRorious, or at leaſt that he be living, Life is a recrui 
whereby Merius tegain'd the power which 


left, there is fomerhing 1emaining to cquite all jolles; the 
unfortunare of this car, may be the happy men of the gert; 
Et dura re ac ſemet ch eruιỹjem 1 * 1d; c, is the niſt ſure M2x:me, 


and greaceſt policy I know, in the ntthilny ct human af. 


fairs. Youſec how | peach at a venture, and anſwer to 
what you have not told me, or at le- in uch 295 i, 35 to 
underſtand it; I muſt exp ct the exp!'-arion by the rext Foſt, 
You might as well have ſpecified ihe nister ane which yu 
apprehend , ſince there are many forts oem: bur in ſtead 
of making me partacer of your fear, you þaye t me into 
all fears imaginable. Eight daies will cither cure or confirm 
my trouble. In the mean time, it is fit vecnſi e oer good for- 
tunes, as well as we can poſſibly, and get {ine bet, to mate 
a FSorerion of thanks ro Heaven, far the iccovery of your 
health. You cannot doubr, bur it is very deat to me, and that 
I vehemently defire the preſervation ot a life , by which my 
own is principally ſupported. If | had loſt you, I U uld not 
have known what to do longer in the world, I ſhould have 
been in worſe eſtate, then widowes and orplians, and gone to 
cat my heart in the deſerts ot the Thebais 


Ipſe meum cor edens, hominum veftigia vitaas. 


Bur ler us leave theſe bad preſages, and meddic wi h nothing 
chat is grievous, though in deteſtation of it, upon ſuch a ho- 
ly day as this. Weare now in the declining of a year, _—_ 
which, your vertue has been excrciſcd with a thouſand al- 
ſaults of fortune, and yet 1cmain'd impregnable. May it — 


he had loft, and | 
our admirall the Armics wh ch were detcatcd. Having that | 
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God to make the ſucceeding more favourable to you , and 
that l have fewer occaſions to admire the — of your 


courage. Bc you abſolutely happy in your ſclf, and 1 ſhall 
be ſo by reflection; for I never ſeparate my intereſts from 


urs, 1 am 
a SIR, 
Tour, Cc. 


The End of the Fifth Book, 


FAME 


EELTERS 
OF 


M. de BALZ AC, 


To 
M. CHAPELAIN 


—ẽ— — cv ͤ—3 —— 


The Sixth Book. 
LETTER ]. 


Fouffer wich the tenderneſs cf women, and 
your actions Ipeak the ſtrength of Philotophy, 
l acknowledge my weak nelle in extreaminic; 
but I choaught you had known it long tince, & 
that this vicwus vutue of my ſovl could not 
be hid from him, that ought to have ſcen tht 
bottom of ir. Neveitheletle you improve it 
admirably, and miake excellent diſcoui ſes upon the 9 
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of your late ſickneſs. I pray Heaven, Sir, that you be no mare 
a P:ophet at that rate, and that the r er ions from above, 
may polle h you by wayes more ſweet and eaſie. The agitation 
that totments the Sybille of gi, and the pains ſhe rakes to 
deli vet her {clic trum the violence of the ſyu it that ſeizes her, 
gives me very unquict thoughts, & i were better to remain in 
a flare Jeſs tau d & lotty, that were allo more gent le and ſerene. 
The perſon that you know better then I, gave himſe lie the 
trouble to come bid me adieu, betgre he left F arte, and made 
me ſolemn proteſtations of his friendſhip. I have obſerv'd in 
hum by experience, whatſoever you had written of him to me 
before, and find in hn a deep judgment, and a great apps ar- 
ance of vettue; lo that I am thioughly periwaded of hs 
wo'th and honeſty, and that he recciv'd injuftice in the cha- 
racer that was formerly given ot him. It us poſſible you may 
have changed him, and that he was converted by your good 
cxamplc. nn you have made many meta morphoſes of the 
like nature, & guos probes nom muencras, probes Rei I can- 
not tell, it the diipatches you haye done me the favour to 
ſend over the Mountains, will have a happy voyage: lt they 
have not, | am alteady comtoricd , and the dilurders tha ap- 
pear on a l ſides, will calc greater milchiefs then this, I dare 
net [Peak any more to you of the continuance of my malad es, 
and the empt ineſs of my purſe, though I till grapple with my 


ins. 

God grant that the firſt moneth of the year, be the begin- 
ning ot a bettet age. Bur | tear I hall never again ſee health 
or good times; and did not your| incomparable friendſhip , 
give me {ome comfort in this wor ld, I would rather go out of 
i this day, then to morrow , it it were the will of Hm, to 
whom all creatu:cs owe ſubmiſſion . I am, a 

SIR, 
Angea/eſm, 4 Jan. 1641. Tur, Cc. 


LET. 


Mts ner > 
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LETTER Il. 


SIR, 
Am aſham'd to tell you, that my indiſpoſition hindred ae 
from writing to you by the laſt Poſt, tor methinks | ſcarce 

ever ſpeak of any thing elſc. There being onely this cut 

that co ld make me fail in my duty? you muſt allow me to 
uſe it in my juſtification, | Huld be fick at this preſent fie 
any other cauſe, but I am bound to free you from thoſe in- 
quietudes, my ſilence would raiſe in you, if the Poſt ſhoald 
make two returns, without bringing you any newes of me. You 
may therefore be pleas'd to underſtand, that I have receivd, 
your diſpatch, with the Letter of Monficur Cenrart, which 
could not but be welcome to me in the afflicted condites 
wherein 1] languiſh. There came alſ a thud in company, 
whereof I knew almoſt all the content / betote, and yer du 
not conceive my knowledge very grrat. Sed nthil hoc ad 

Aromachen, and our friend has not unde Rood me. | did not 

de ſire any news of thoic Antipedes in mauncts, as Fenice call 

them, that turn day into night, 4d n.ght into day, as n 

cuſtome of Quecn Margaret in our tim 1 would onely have 

learnt ſomething of certain ſtranger Princes, who, as Iam 
told, made uſe of Torches as well by day as night, out ofm 
humorous and myſt-rio::5 ceremony. i © fire that was carried 
before the Roman Emperours, as a maik of Sovera gut; 
whereof as | remember, thee ate extant bit thice Teſtins 
nics in all Antiquity, namely two in the Hiſtory of Heredia 
and the third in the Poem of Corippus , has a neer reſembl⸗ 

with this of my preſent enquiry. But likeneſs and identij 
ate different ies ; and it is diſputable, whether it vete 

Torch, or a chajer cf coals, or a lamp, that was ſo carried u 

Rate. If there be any ſuch proud fools, that would be treated 

as Gods or Idols, let us leave them to burn day-light as long 

as they pleaſe, and make no further ſearch into the re pertotei 
of Paris, which attord us nothing new. Out Monſieur Coma 
is alwaics an admirable perſon, I know not if it be po 

to find ſo many excellencies any other where, as I ſee inever 
thing of his. Since he is pleas'd to ſerve me in my Complement 
to Holland, | accept his offs, and promiſe him, that I will na 
otten abulc hs courtche upon the like occaſions, you ab 
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teſuiße for me, that ſemper imitiſi u ſcribo, I am 


| S'I R, 
Bales, 20 Jan. 1641. Tour, &c. 


F # E F-. III. 

SIR, 1 
Et us ſuſpend out judgements for a time, and not con- 
_Sdemn the Part icide upen the diſpoſition of a Pedant. 
Pethbly this man may have vifons, and has not rcad 
what he believes he did. Nor is it :mprobable, that he has 
ill underſtood his Brother's meaning, or put the innocent 
wards upon the rack, to make them ſig nibe what he plca · 
ſes, Ius the ordinary vice of Grammatians, ſuch as he u, 
quorum proproum « t maid interpretart, ao mente Auflorum [+ 
pine aberrere, As for my ſe li, dir, vho have knn long i ace, 
and think I hare exprels't as much ſomewhere, that there 
n no Saint in Hcaven, but has becn aiperls'd with unjuſt 
calumny upon carth ; do not ici all io ts of refit mo- 
nies ind flerently, and before | can bel e the evillitac 
ia caſt pon a perien love, I muſ* le: it clcat:y, and ea ch 
it with my fingers, Yer | am m4 gt aht ef the corrupt n 


of mankind, nar do | deſic to ar ,, for the beef 


all the Doctors. Bt to imagine dla z our Soctiits ae 
fall of and —--—- is beyond iny vill; ard 1 
could not & it, thuvgh I ſhould be accus'd of more then 
rulitk ſunpl. city, and cd11'd he ignorant an ongt the E eat 
wits of the Academy. Your Ic rc of | Thomlouſe, „ a pri n 
of rare merit, and | eſicem his dozen ct Verſe; you hase la- 
rout d me with , above all that | have ſcen b —— 
this ten years, Here is ſtreugth, wit, and clearneiie; 'Iis an 
abſolute poem, and has all the requilites of Art and Rule. 
He delivers all chat could be —_ 6 in Yu:par Proſe, but 
in loch a manner,that the Muſes themſci ves could not have 
ſpoken better, it they had made uſc of the mouth cf He- 
race and Virgil. You have much cbliged me in copying out 
that paſſage in the Lite of Mon cut de Pcireſh, that con- 
ceins your ſelfe and me. The Hiitor an has done me ht, 
in regard ot my aitcRion, io place nit neat you, | to 
make two favours of one. 1 could will: be had tog A one 


word of our tricndſhip, & erat huic leu, and that in ihe ſuc · 
L ce l- 
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ceiſion of Mal borbe, be had not foi gotten your Lyrick Pee. 
try. I know he underſtands the my ce y oft writing, and his 
Lu ine is of the beſt age, t» that he will e ( Honour to 
the memory of his trend | be ſcech C you with 
ſome good news trom Germany, 1 crew!” #7 ith onely reg 
ding of what you wiite me thence, and unicile fei viam ty 
veniens, 1 cannot tell how your Heine can lave himielte, 


] am, 

'SIR,;: | 
Balxec, 30 Jan. 1641. Tour, Cc. 
| "LET; I. 
SIX, 


Our diſcourſes are according to your cuſtome, prudent 

and Philoſophieall; and there is ſcarce a lima e 
ſcapes from me in writing to you, bur 1cr::7ns me many pe- 
riods of excellent inſtruction. You trear the ſtupid and ob- 
durare ſect of Stoicks, as they delcrve, and yet do not be nd 
the tenderne ſſe of other more mild Fhilolophy, fo low, as to 
lament the death of Lampreys, Hens, and Parrot, ut ofim 
Craſſus, Honorins, aliiq; non pauct ridicul a memoria mortdes. We 
do not ſay with Virgil, 


Nec doluit mi ſer ans 
efute him by himſclte, and lay, 


Sunt lachryme verum, os mentem mortalis tangunt. 


I am not exempr from ſuch apprehenfions as afflict you, c 
22 the uncertain condition of the affaires of Wat. Be 
pl-ns'd therefore ro let me know what ne ves you have it 
ceived, and ſufter me not to be conſumed in my own feaeh 
Oblige me alſo, by recommending me to Monſieur the N 
' ſhop of Creſie and aſſure him, fie has not a more ta ithſul ler 
vaut then me, not better perſwaded of his incompat 
worth. If there be any of his new Poetry abroad, | beſeech 
your goodneſſe to intercede for it in my favour, who 
moſt paſſiona tely, 
SIR, 
ate, 6 Feb. 1641. Your, Fer. 


LEI. 


vw 
— 
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LETTER V. 


SIR 
h the Greeks have a proverb , that offends the 
ſons of the gods, yer 1 do not believe , that the Counts 
of Dunois of ſo met times, were more honoutable perſons, 
then the Duke of Longuevilie , of the preſeni. The laſi mi- 
rack, whereof your Letter gives me re}ation, made me trem- 
dle in the readingi my imagination is ſtill unſetled, and I 
frar for them that are eſcaped, as if 1 ſaw them yer in ha- 
tard, and amidſt the difficulties ofthe paſſage. Without 
queſtion, Sir, Heaven has fome extraordinary deſigne for 
your Prince. Men are not le ſſe frequently deccived in their 
fears, then in the it hopes ; and | have oblerved inthe H. ſto- 
ties of all that great forces have almoſt ever perfoc- 
med but little, and ſuch as were inconfiderable, very much. 


Nil deſperandum Teucro duce ¶ auſpice Tencro , 
— C149 ingens iterabimm aur. 


Bur you muſt remember, that Texcer made this Orativn 
amongſt his cups; and likewiſe oblerve , that tis from the 
banks of Zacchare , (which the Latiuiſts of Germany derive 
by Etymolagie from Becchi are) that the Nectar Rbenanum 
x gather d, which may perhaps have fj1'd your Army with 
Enchuffaſm, Bur, Sir, you return me the title of Philoſo- 
pher, with too great humility, I cannot accept an bonour , 
whereot | am ſo undeſerving , nor lufter you to call me your - 
Book, who are to me both a Library and ar Unive: ſuy. 
If you provoke me further , I will term you my Tripod and 
my Oracle, and ticat you as Allo, or at leaſt as a Pro- 
pher, and a man inſpired by ſome deity. But, out of raillc- 
2 you knew the high eſteem | have of your great capacity, 
the reverence | bear to all that you pronounce, ex c«- 
thedre; | uſe this word, becauſe you many times ſena me the 
advices of others, tor your own, And vhough I very muck 
prize the wit and eloquence of out acquamtance, yet I do 
not acknowledge them for Judges ind Soveraigns, Since 
are curious to know, who 4 father Teroa is, whom { 
leved, you had &nown better then my ſclf, I ſhall tell 


you, that he is a Poet ut ſeyenty five years old: Soon afier 
1 the 


nnn oa 
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the birth of the King, he compus'd two Poems of little Ver- 


ſcs , which they call Glyconiques ; and the late King, u 

the favourable applauſe chat was given them, comme 
Molin to tranſlate them j they are entitled, Les cm, 
and Les Dauphins, and were pi inted at Paris, the Lain on 


one fide, and the French #regiane, Theſe two werks are u- 


derd very commendable, and | am aflured they will fal 


i 5 approbation. | have ſeen other things of his, wherein 


obſcrv'd an excellent geniusz but 1 know. that he is other- 
wiſe enclin'd to idlenelle, and a workman , that of all the 


world, loves his own trade leaſt. I had goed ſtore of oiket | 


newes to an gh with, and but for this diverſion , you 
had not becn diſcharged at ſo cheap a rate. Manſieur & 
Thou , who turned out of his way , te do me the honour of 
viſit, had che 3 to relace them four and twenty hours 
together, ' which were ſo pl. aſing and agreeable , that they 
ſcem'd to me ſcarce four and twenty minuics. | am, 


. SJ R, : 
Balxac, 25 Feb. 1648. Tour, Ce. 


LETIER Vl. 

S1 A, | 

Our diligenee depends not upon that of the Poſte , nor 

upon conſiderations of the ſeaſon. Whatever hs 
ſpecd be, and the Sun approach or be more remote 
fom you, 1 alwaics find my reckoning, and receie 
ridings from you at the end of the weck; for which, Sir, l 
return you a thouſand remerciments , and for an infinite 


number of other goodneſſes, whereof | perceive manifeſt 


teſtunonies in all your Letters. You had formerly declari 


your reſentmenu of my loffes z but indeed they were tuck, 


as were not much apprehended by me; and un leſſe you had 
recall'd chem co my remembrance , by ma ing your K ls 
ſufferer in them, they had been urterly defac'd out of wy 
memory. | have, I ehank God, but little emptations to c- 
vetouſneſſe; and tis almoſt without trouble or ſtudy , that 
I coatemn that, which the greateſt part ot men adore, $% 
that my vertue has nothing of merit, and being not es- 
gag'd in combat, cannot in reaſon expect the reward d 
Crowns and triumphs, I beſtow a thouſand curſes Ys 

f ", 
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day, upon that perſon, that molefts you, and extreamly be- 


' mcan your poor Muſes, that ate ſcar d and inquicicd , with 


litigious wranglings atd chicanry. Sunt he guide m limeræ, 

mere illitteratiſime, as bur Fling terms then. 1 under- 
ſtand ſo little in thole matters, that I could never recom- 
mend a proceſſe. heut committing a thouland incongru- 
er, and miſtak ng one thing for another. As for you, Sir , 
you will not be n hazard of ſuch inconveniences, whoſe 
zkill and capac;ty i» univerſall, But I wiſh you more ho- 
neſt employment, and more worthy of the goblenctle of your 
wit. | know nor, it the diſcourſe that I ſend you, w:ll be 
4155 enoug.1 to. that purpoſe; bur | hope, you will neither 
dilapprove the lenſe , var the words and conttivance, and 
that you will not take it ill, that I endeavour to oblige a 
man , that iclatcs wenders of you in all places where he 
comes; he may perariventure be one of thoſe , that we ſhall 
make good by our kindneſle and benehies, I am, 


SIR, 
Balzac, 24 Feb, 16gr. Tour, c. 
LETTER Nil 

SIR, 
] Know not what it is in my writings , chat deſerves your 
applauſe and eſteem; but I know, that all that I write 
pleaſes you, and that you read my words with eyes, capable 
ot all the illuſions of friend il ip. She is the fair and innocent 
inchantreſſe, that gives me this power oyer you; iti her 
Magick, that renders me the onely peiſon in the world, 


chat can over- rule your judgment. And hence it is, that 


that perſon , that is able to obſerve hlackneſſe in the Milky 
way, and imparity even in the body of light, will take no 
notice of my ſpots and blemiſhes. Since it is your pleaſure 
tw make me happy, it is not firing | be too curious, in exa- 
mining the 14 of my good fortune, or ſeek to enlarge 
the meanneſſe of iny worth, which would uybra id you, with 
the bad foundation of your love. Rationem felicitetes nemo 
reddit. But what ap ce is there, that without any de- 
ligne or intention, I ſhould have uerered a line, which 
were worthy of your Hei oc. He deſerves ſuch - 
ont, as are carefully choſen, and not to be ſpoken of without 


ſtudy. You muſt be as ſolicitows of his glory, as well as of 
L 3 that 


\ 


148 familiar Letters. Book VI. 


that of his fathers; and your Trumpet would better beſ 
him, then our Reeds. Abſit itaque ut tem illaſrem mam 
familieri dicendi genere & extemporaneitgre nofirh us, 
The danger you tell me, our peifeR friend has been in, 
makes me tremble , and my imagination is hurt with all the 
inſtruments of Chirugery , and the crucll remedies you 
ſpeat of, do him an n _— Sena 
and e of Par * reat obligation 
han, wt were for Fan Re in 


wean for him, as well as for Princes, the les u 


gold and filk , whereof I have heard fo frequent mention, 


and pray, as for their true benefactor; 

| De noftris anni ibi Jupiter augeat annor. 
I ſhould be glad to ſee the (ix verſes of the Poet, Peri 
with tcicles ;, and the Duell of the Horatii and Curietii, a 
any thing elſe that paſſes. through your Territories, I am, 


SIR, 
Bac, 1 March, 1641. Tow, Oc, 


LET. VIll. 
SIR, 


Our procefle cominues too long, and your Muſes ar 


njuried, with the delaies of the Ai, duch a fun 


would have made me hare the world; and though 1 an: 
man of „yet 1 ſhould nor dread a military expedition 
fo much, ax the trouble of your cauſe. Nererdels you 
Philoſophy will ſecure you; and having both to combs 
with your interiour reſentments, and defend your lt» 
gaiaſt a viſible adverſary. Zens will crown your moderation 
at the ſame time, and Juffinien ad judge you the viftory. 
The Verſes of the Poet with the rata beard, are WAS 
Jy here, ha accord with your opinion. The 
of 1 hggooce we lion, is — 
ginning, the Amphitrite is quite cont 

from ins Erg height, is onely ſu x rred upon roo bed 
for it would be too ſevere to Calf es monſtruous, and to 
gf it, as of other divinities of the Sea, chat, 


Den in prſcem aul ier forme ſs ſupernt, 


Te 


Irrer 


POO PSY TE Du me 


<TTO 


2 


” A F T= os ww 6 ww ( FF = 


Book VI. Familiar Letters, 149 
The Weed is handſome , but not of perfect beauty, in my 
—_ and | fec ſomething beyond , whether the 
ngth of the poet did not reach, I communicating of 
all theſe rarities, would deſerve a formall acknowledgment ; 
but you have long ago commanded me, to ſay no more of 
favours, then that I receiv'd them. The h ſt diſcourſe 


chat | ſent you of cloquence, ſhall! be ſuddainly follow'd 


with aſccond, wh-:c1n | fpeak of the critick Leg, and 
of ha Treat e gi d. Luc. whereot the ſeverall parts deſerve 
confaderarion, |! i» 4 wee wherewith 1 am much affedted, 
and have great (nc linetion to it in my fancy, though I dare 
not pretend to the enjoyment of that high Queen of fouls, 


Hane 2 neques monſtr ere, & ſentio tentums. 


Concerning the word, whereof I defired your opinion; tis 
to deride me, to reter me to my ſelf. Pronounce upon it. I 
beicech you 3 for *tis the Court that muſt give Law to the 
V.llage, l am, | 

SIR, 
Ber, 12 March, 1641. Tow, G c. 


LET. #1 
FIR, 


=— cannot imagine the indignation I have, againſt 
your perſecutors , and the pity I bear for poor venue, 
when fraud drawcs her be'ore the Tribunall of Judges. 
There ought to be nothing for you, but Crowns and rewards, 

ſo e inent probity as yours, might even delerve to be 
reſpected dy malice; bat it malice ſhould do that it ought , 
it would be no longer ſuch; the Woolves will never be real- 
ly reconciled with the Shepheards flock. And 'tis the order, 
or rather the confuſion of the things of this world, 


there be Tyrants of all degrees, grand, mean, and little; 
ſome N . i d 


to aff: & the poblick , and others for the torment an 
ſcourge of particular perſons. I juſt now writ ro Menficur 
4 le Hanne, not 2s l ought , but az 1 was able, in the mid ſt 
of thy diſtempers, I con jure him both by alliance and friend- 
ſhip, to take charge of your intereſts as of my life; and l a- 
fore my ſelf, you will find him not indifferent in the bufi- 


mee. But how am | miſtaken, in imat ining, that any _ 
| L 4 Wil 
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will conſider me, when the propolall is touchi fore 
vice · Your name is cheriſh'd and ieſpeRed of a e 
and Monkieur de la Nague , who isa man perfectly honeſt, 
will look onely upon you, in the good juſtice he will do 
I have endu d a fit of more then thirty hours, and all the 
reſpite that | can obtain from my anguiſhes, is one ly enough 
to entreat you to believe, that | =_ * of old, 

5 , 
Bara, 21 March, 1641. Jour, Cc. 


. 


SIR, 
J Perceire 1 muſt conreſt no longer with you, about the 
worth of my words; they mall be rated at what value 
you put upon them, and be accounted handſome, ſiace 
they pleaſe you. I would onely deſire, they were as ſtrong, 
As & your favour they arc giacctull, and that I had the 
taculty of healing with my words, a: well as, in your belief, 
I have that of ptaiſiag; 1 would not deny ſu eafic remedies 
at this t me, hut prepare them with all the skill, whereof! 
am capable, to h cnd they might operate more effectualhj, 
againſt he !c4vo it of your friend. It ſhould alſo be per. 
mitte d, to make <xpericnce in my own perſon, and the Ph 
Fitran undertaxe the cure of himſclf : But there is no.mede- 
cine, ic uch old and ubſtinate maladiet as mine; tis hem, 
that the rbetorick ot Demoſthenes , yea and the magickd 
Zoregfler , would maniteft the weak neſle and impotency of 
their Art. There will certainly come better times then theſe, 
and we ſhall be well one day, at leaſt at the day of the Re 
ſurrection, cum mortele boc noftrum induet immortalitatem, (y it 
florias reſurgemus , by the grace and mercy of our Lord. | 
think 1 ou my opinion, of the Verſes of the Lyric 
Madelenet ; Fi the others of raillerie, whereof you ſpeak, | 
have no curioſity to ſce them. The raillery of this man, a- 
waies ſcem'd ta me fo cold and flat, that ic was nor poſſible 
for me to laugh at it; and if | were inthe place where you 
are, and a neceſſity lay d upon me to commend them, w 
Þ hard for me to go againſt my knowledge, that [ 
rather dic at that inſtant, I am aſtoniſhed at what 1 hen, 
of Doctor Pelemon; | beliey'd that he liv'd onely in ſpirit, 
and that he was ſo perſwaded of the mortality dunn 
| * 
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whereof he ſpeaks ſo much , that he held no longer com- 
merce with his ſenſes: But | perceive, he is one of thoſe hy- 
iticall Philolophers , who eantenced themiclves with 
iſcour fing of vertue, and never took further pains to ſol- 
low it. It may pleaſe God to give him bettet thoughts one 
dry , and poſhbly he has petmu ted the publication of the 
ſecrer of this brave man, to the end he may bereafrer mate 
him a great Saint. | am, 
SIR, 
Bales, 4 April, 1641. Tour, Ce. 


LETTER KI. 
$IR, 


O leſe nothing in this bad age, tis the onely ſecurity to 
poſtelle nothing, If you have ſuffered great loſſes, 'ris 
becauſe you had great riches; M opes, enucifſume c ꝙeci : 
lan-, magne jadburæ locum faciunt. Quid vero inter obe ma- 
jut & r. ſtantius veris & bens dei amici, > | will believe 
the perion you lament, worthy of your tears ; and al.-hough * 
his merit be ſuſfic.cntly problematicall in the judgement nf 
the people: Yer I know the people is but a bad eſteemer of 
worth, and their averſion is many times, as unjuſt as rheir 
love. But however it be, the King of Sweden is dead, and 
ſo is the Duke of Weymar > and if a man our-live War 
and Comb ats, he comes at laſt to dye in Feaſts and Tri- 
Let us look upon all men as loſt, or ready to be lo, 

account every hour of our life tor Climactericall. Let 

us expect bad ove cach Poſt, and conclude, that the 
oacly means te avoid being afflict ed, is to be none of this 
world. In cfte&, Sir, we muſt either ſee others periſh, or 
periſh our ſelves; and therefore, what unreaſonable deli- 
_ "a 1 Ears life, and not _ ene, to 
the a s that accompany it ? what pro- 

fc is it tobewailan evill, hw the world cannot 
afford a remedy > I have long ſince left the Stoicks their in- 
ſenhbility ; yer am not in the coarrary extream. | remember 
a Rime char begins thus, Thy tender pi iy makes me pitty thee, 
Oc. and flours the good nature of one of our friends. As 1 do 
not approve the heart of ſteel of Zens, and his eyes of Pu- 
mice; ſo neither can 1 commend thoſe that wert tu d — 
N- 
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ſounta ins, in the R of gen gg, or at lraft bo 
ceme blear- ey d all che reſt of theic lives, Tha ſoftneſ 
cannot befoll a foul of that firm confticurion as yours; þ 
that you will not fail to maintain your place between th 
two exrreams, where there is honeſt and a flu ed comtem - 
ment. Your Pre deceſſour, Monheur de Melberbe, ill ul 
that King Priam, King Frencis, and himiclte, were a 
d ; and that it is permuged to every one to doe the lia 
"Tis very true as you tell me, that the Princes do at le 
become weary of the Warte, and that the Caduce! of uy 


Lords the Nuntio's, will have the virtue to ſeparate the 
Combarants, who are ſo exaſperated and cruclly anumared | 


ogainſt one another, If his Holineile be the Author of thy 
reat good, he will receive as many be nedictions as he be 
Rover, and the Orator Feen- Jaques, ſhall be commiſhon' 
to make him an ample Remerciment in the name of all 
Chriſtendom. | am, . 
SIR, 


Baſra, 20 April, 1641, Tour, G 


GET. XI. 
A Ccord 0 ſer a value upon all 
ing to your cufiome, et a value u 
chat l — — — find a — in things cher from 
peach a mcdiverity, *Tis friendſhip that diſguiſes object w 
you, and makes you miſtake appeearances tor truth. 1 wn 
indiſpos'd when | writ to 2 de la Name ; and if then 
were any thing in my Letter that deſerves your eſteem, i 
1 aſcrib'd to fortune, then to me, who cos 
tr d no more then a good intention. This, indeed u 
„ that I will not deny but it merics your allowance; u 
you muſt, at leaſt, — it as an honeſt and generon i 
ability, which having nothing but de ſires to give, will i 
yer be accus'd of ſparing them. As for the praiſes which ue 
purthenſome to your modeſty, | beſceech you to beli 

they are neither amplifications, nor common places, I 
ſo — y perſwaded of your vertue, that when I. 

der the like teſtimony of it, I imagine thar I am hoidi 

up my hand, and ſwearing before a Judge. If the Demon 
\ Secratee did report you, all that paſs' d in your abſence, you 
would know, t hat I never ſpeak of you, but I am — 
5 N po 
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ported, and chat in this | imitate the dyb ills, who delivered 
their iRions with fury. Concerning the other part of 
etter, I declare unto you, that Iwill not undertake 
to plead the cauſe of the accuſed; and that | neither juſti- 
fie nor condemn at the frft ſight, Yer | know, that oh the 
wirnefles againſt him are not lo faichtull as 1, and that the 
teſt pa! t of advices, are like Heroick Poets, who upon a 
mall foundation of truth, build a prodigives ſtructure of 
Lyes. How many wicked minds are there, that wiſh an erer- 
nity of the Warte, that are one ly fit to break friendſhips, 
to hinder reconcilements, and to cheriſh and improve 
ſreds ot hatred. But the bufinefle muſt be further cleated, 
and our judgments ſulpended till then. 1 know not what to 
1 concerning Monſieut Com art, but one ly that old word , 
| have repeated ſo often , Il live and dye in wy in- 
gain. He is exceſſiv ly obliging, and unleſſe i have your 
affiftance, to acquit me from ſo many engagements , I con- 
elle | am inſole nt; and I yield him up my words, which 
are the onely goods of a poor Khetorician. I am, 


SIR, 
kate, 1 May, 1641, Teur, (oc. 


LET. XIII. 
SIR, 


7 remember what the Crow ſaid of old upon the Ca- 
pol, 


EF bene non pomit dicere, dirit erit. 


She is in the ſame note at this day; and therefore let us 

well for the furure. Let us judge favourably of our 

in Germeny, and not imagine, that the fortune of our Army 
is dead, with its firſt Generall ; at leaſt, let us content our 
ſelves with preſent loſſes , and the miſeries that arive every 


| hour, Calamities come faſt enough, without * anticipa- 
alr 


ted by our fears; as it alſo continues to long, although we 
take no pains to preſerve it in our memories, 1 expect the 
book of Monfieur de la Chambre , with much zeal and devo- 
ton, fince we are now centred upon the holy week; without 
doubt, he has made ſotue new diſcoveries touching the 
Paffions , for be long ſince defign'd them an argnment for 
his pes . and told me, he would treat of chem, as a Phy fi- 


an, 
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and in another way then that of Arifotle. He has a wit pier. 
cing and confident, and a ſtyle not unpleaſizg. When log 
at Ferit, he gave mea view of a great ſtore of hu excellen 
Merchandiſes. So that to do well, he needs underſtand my 
more, then to make a good choice, wherein the goodnefſ: d 
ha judgment will ſecure him from errour. Hut, I beſcech 
you, who is the Author of the French Verities. that did ne 
the favour.to ſend me his books ? The lame day I receiv 
them, they were taken trom me by a friend y lo that hav; 
not yet read them, I cannot tell my opinion of ber 
worth. In the mean time, be ple aſed to let hun know, chat 
am obliged to him for his preſent, aud give him all the 
thanks | am able. I am more troubled for the health ef on 
dear Monſieur , the Abbot of Boi Nobert, them for my pen - 
on. If by your credit and his, it £ 5 this litle 
luccour will come conveniently, to repair breaches of 
the laſt year: But | ought to thank none but 82 ha 
for it, fince vou will procure me a thing, which was az 
fo much in my thoughts as to ak it. I was formerly 4 
dy abundance of titles, but 1 ſhall moreover be now ſo, by 
that of your moſt humble — | "Ys 

: IR, | 
Jae, 12 May, 1641. Teur, &c. 


LEJ. XIV. " 
$ f AR $ - 

8 lace I every day receive new teſtimonies of your aſſe 
Jon, | ama obliged to exprefic my acknowledgments as 
ten, Did | nat readily embrace them, I ſhould be an enemy 
of mine own happineſſe. Your tender inc linat ons arc the 
fountains , from hence I continually draw comfort to wy 
muleries, But the condition of Monſicur de Benggiere, 1&7 

ders him incapable of receiving any. I did not write 
ſuch words, as that | conſented with the people, in tha 
which concerns his reputation; for I could never fayour the 
injuſtice that has been done him, by ſome perſons mi- in- 
farmed; yet l am glad, that I have given occaſion. for af 
apology ot a dozen lines, You defend his lite mare vi 
rouſly, then I related you his death; and having moſt >. 4 
ciouſly alledged the examples of many illuftrious unforrs 


deal with the Beaſt of many heads, and intereſt a 


nate perſons , tis infinite pleaſute to ſee , how roughly ” 
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—_—_ of honeſty on your ſde, againſt her, Every _— of 
ood that remains in the veins of the old Ieſuit, is clear 
and ſprightly , and even his declining is tull ot luſtre and 
lory. But is it not ſtrange , that the name you know of, 
Id be as cffentiall in Verſes, as thoſe of the Saints in the 
Teftaments? and that it muſt be thruſt into all compoſitions, 
wherher good or bad, and to the purpoſe or otherwiſe ? I am 
confident, he will be the firſt, that will deride theſe exrra+ 
yagances; and as he deſcrves infinite commendations, ſo he 
dekees, that the praiſcs beſtow'd on him be not ridiculous 
and impert inent I am, 
SIR, 
Tour, c. 
ETL. 
SIR, 


Have read your Letter of the two and rwentieth of the 
laſt month , not onely with joy but profir , and have 8l- 


| ready prov:ded thoſe ptoſpectives of your invention, which 


| incend to uſe upon opportunity ot time arid place, It is 
indeed ſometimes good, to be a creature leſſe reatonable; and 
too Curious providence gives us ti · yble, by adding the evills 
of our imagination, to thuſe which really afflict us But, un- 
der your pardon, Sir, | do nut be lie ye you one of thoſe, that 
uſe to be ſick by anticipation; and} to what end were your 
philoſophicall reaſon, which corteRs common apprehenfion, 
unleſſe it enabled you to contemn all that, which others 
ſe ar, hope, admire, &c. 1 have at laſt received the excellent 
Book of Monſieur de la Chambre, and am now about the mid- 
dle of it; 1 2 it were as great a volume, as Calein, 
to give me a more durable contentment. I proteſt to you; 
I nevcr read any thing with greater pleaſure , or that affe - 
me more ſenſibly. - Some others have heretofore furs 
niſh'd us with pieces of brokage, and dilg iſrd tranſlation 
bur he preſencs us with a true and perfect Originall. A 
if all the parts of Philoſophy were made French in this 
manner, non eſſet cur Gracie ſuos Platoner, Xenophontes, & 
Theopbreftes invideremus. I know n t how 1 came to omit 
Aniftotle here; whoſe atuteneſſe 1 alfo cbſerve in it, and his 
methodicail ſtyle, ſo neceilary to the inquiry and clearing 
of tturb. In my opinion, the Latin of Celſus is not more 
bracefull, then his French; Imo vers terſum & elegantem li- 
. dinem, 


7 
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Siemen, iſe cralia videwtur mibi 111 manibus formifſe quim, og 
ves wor F otta walti;. Domina ceneri maiftrant. As for my 
I would willingly ſay ſomething to our Heioefle, upon the 
ſubje& of the Brun, Scevole, (amilli, Pabrit, Scipionts, ce 
rones, Caſares, & Hecenares ; but this requires more 

fulneſlc, then l am owner of, Aud unlctic you entreat 
God of ſpirit and light, co diſpell thole clouds and 

ſes that opprefle my ſoul , all that's chere will languiſh with 
more night and darkneile , then is imaginable in caves and 


dungeon. I am 
* : SIR, 


Bale xc, 15 June, 1641, Tour, oc. 


LETTER XVI. 
SIR, 


T ſcemes, the great diſcourſe has been diſplayed at l 
let Hoſtel, and you had courage enough to read , # 
well as Monſicur de Voiture patience to . it. Thu a 
deed too much already, and I dare not be lie ve the ieſt, nar 
imagine, that I merited thoſe acclamat ions you ſpeak 
Thole Ladies are for the ſublimity ot e loquence, and cannat 
reliſh the meanneſle of mine; Demeſthenes u a more agrees 
ble Author to them, then 1, and they bave rather applauded 
the Text then the Preacher. I have conſidered hat 
write me of the ironical Doctor, and ſhall one of thele dain 
know, Aa ft deplorate ſalutis, aut ad meliorem frugem redire po 
- In the mean time, | will communicate to you , what 
lately read of Slorent Chreftien , who was almoſt of our man 
humour ; Ade ut adeloſcentie annos nondum egrefius, Konſardun þ 
fron jor tum infigns laude florentem, mordeci (gy amaru/entoPoemat 
d dis intemperantiom ſummus ille vir, qui as 

ini megnitudine, non mods contempfit , verum etiam doi 

alaleſcentis ingen im exoſculatus , in amicitiam illum cu 

_ The difference between them is, that this has pale 
bis __ agd his obloquue is a diſcaſe, and not yours 
nevertheletic , it is 2 he may be converted, and e- 
haps will tranſlate ſome of our pieces, or make us hon 


ble amends in ſome other fathion ; we ſhall ſee the e 
I hearda report, that the Lord Paul Fieſque is at Court, 
that he undertakes the affair of the Peace; if ſo, I ſhall hope 


good ſuccelle , tor he is an Angel in negotiations, and an 
i | _ 
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man; and I believe, all the world cannot afford another 
perſon ſo pliable, dextious, and intelligent, as he, 1 am, 
5 a 


» 


tee, 14 June, 1641. Teur Cc. 


L 
SIR, 


Am of late become deaf to the btuit of a ſe, and in- 
ſenſible of all the allurements of glory, Yer I have 
reſemments of friendſhip , and it is that which males 
— —— to me, which otherwiſe in themſel ves 
| ſhould upon as indifferent. Therefore the praiſcs of 
ſtrangers do no longer pleaſe me as formerly. I call them 
of ſtrangers, with diſtinction from yours; whereof | am ne- 
ver glutted, tam gramm eff d te ldi. All the reliſh that 1 
kade in the elogies of others, proceeds from the ſeaſoning 
that you give them. Tia not Monſieur de len that deſcribes 
Florent char fo graphically, but one of his friends. Sce- 
vile nene Smet anus in aureole Elogiorum libeilo, digne, me 
Juice, mm Bemborum & ſadoletorum invidia. But are you 
ſerious, when you ſpeak of Renſerd, and give him the tithe of 
Grand ? or is it onely out of modeſty, and to oppoſe his 
to your tenuity > As for me, 1 eſſeem him not 
great, except in the ſenſe of the old proverb, Magens liber, 
mam; and I have declared as much in one of my 
latin Letters, which you ſuftered to paflc , without making 
en Since the thing is done, there is no place 
for denial; and Menſieur de Malberbe, Monficur de Greffe, 
and your ſelf, muſt come into the number of ſmall Voers, if 
he be allow'd to paſſe for great. I dare not preſume to give 
ſo much trouble ro Monficur the Abbot of Bois Robert, who 
could not bear it, without notable prejudice to his health. 
Oblige me therefore to tell him, when you ſee him, that 
ided he recover, and God preſerve me ſo dear a friend, 
will no more lament my particular unhappineſſes, or thoſe 
al the times. If he ſhould hereupon offer to make me a com- 
nt of two lines, I conjure you to reſtrain him from it 
Yioleuce, and do not ſufter, that | become the occaſion 
a ſecond malady , which would add nothing to the aflu- 
rence | have already of his affection. | am, 
Bd ly, 16 A You, Cy 
Lc, 1 July, 1641. our, Tc. 
WOT LET. 
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LETTER XVIITE 
SIR, 


88 long as you preach in this manner, I ſhall take 
pleaſure to be of your pariſh ; and you need not 2 
willever complain, that Monfieur Curat is toe tedious al 
that you ſay js cxtreamly hand ſome, and the little Ah 
ſmiles, not one ly on his father Hader, whcnthe is going a 
die by the hand of Acbilles, but allo _ V iyſſes his ce 
oner, as he caſts him headlong from the Tower. Nor don 
the Swine make godd chear onely in the tempeſt , uh 
men are at their prayers and vowes; but at the ſame time 
the knife is put to hu throat , he knowes not whether hee 
tick led or hurt. O free and naturall Philoſophy! much lek 
art iſic tall and d iſlembled, then that of the Philoſopher *'r 
lemon! We profeſle one fort, as you lay excellently, chat wy 
diſcover'd for the ruine of all others. Let us follow in 
maxims, and the doctrine of the Goſpell, and we ſhall hare 
: compaſſion of all Sec and SeRaries, | read with joy the 
article of your Letter, wherein you ſpeak of Mendel the 
Abber de la Viieire , and am infinite ly pleaſed with there 
novation of that ſociety. Nobile certè par, 3 per Ja 
cum imper, Re ſides the affe ction I bear him, there is ſcarce 
a Prelate in all our Hierarchy , of whom I ſer a higher w 
lue, His ordinary communication is, in my opinion, beyoal 
the — 1 — of moſt of our tlemen, Lin 
happy, and pitty the condition of your friend, whoam& 
ſtitute ot the enjoyment of either of you here, and cry u 
ceſlſant ly to the Trees and Rocks, as heretofore , 


Fruftra revscabere votis. 


I am with all manner of reſpect, | 
SIR 


Balxec, 12 July, 1641. "Your, Gr. 


LET. XIX. 


SIR, 
Haye told you a thouſand times, and tell you this on 
more, that you alwaies diſcover reaſon in afarerer plac 


is hidden, | know nut what opinion Cicero had of glay, 
in the books that he made; but l am confident, Pros 
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worth neither more nor leſle, then as you rate it; you hav© 
fer E at © juſt price, and not one ly the rigour of Philaſophy, 
bur even Chriſtian humility , might dain to taſte it of your 
I thiak, he on whom | van jo caſt their eyes, 

E rudor to the Prince, is the whom dee 
w employ, in the . gong of the Peace, Theſe thoughts 
do him no injury, and the deſtingtion, that judges him wor- 
ol  bigh and important affairs, not to diſpleaſe 
„ though he have no deſigne to ake them. My 
hereia ſhall alwaies conform to his. And be it , 
that he go to 1 in the Palace · Royall. or kcep 
himſelf In his Cloſer, I will believe, he could not poſſibly 
do better then he will choſe ro do. Monſieur de Ia Mothe le 


ger, has taught me many things, whereof I was ignorant, 
ger, 8 gno 


and confirm'd me in ſome t knew before. There cannot 
be a work more rich and abſolute then his, and he has in- 
kaxely obliged me with his preſent, 1 beſecch you to aſſure 
him , of my acknowledgments for this favour , and preſerve 
me in his good opinion. You ſee, Sir, it is by you, that | en» 
rertaia commerce with honeſt men; and | am priz'd by 
them, onely according to the eſteem you make of me, Bur 
there can nothing be added to my graticude, for your good- 
neſſe, and 1 am more perfecRly then any perſon in the 
werld, | 
SIR, 
Bax, 25 July, 1641. Tour, tec. 


LETTER|XMX. 

SIR, 
_= may write to me in haſte, as long as you pleaſe, and 
beſtow what appel lat ion you will upon the things, you 
do me the honour to ſend me. Divine reſponſe, propofitiones 
eiern veritatis ; and if there were any tems more noble, 1 
ſhould employ them upon this occaſion. It is certain, that 
2 genius and judgment, arc the two eſlentiall parts of a Poet; 
and I reft ſatisfied, with all that you have told me thereup- 
on. But having ſubmitted my ſclt intitely to your authority, 
you would have me a little content my reaſon. Permit ne 
Uhcrefore to read Ronſerd again oye for upon the * rea- 
ing, 
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ty | 
t hope che ſuccefſe will de hoppy , anda 
you will have no cauſe, either to reproach my | 
repent the cratidence you have pat in me. God 
ſaould have a defigne te deceive you; | have all rhe 
aſſurances that can be had, of the faith of another. Andi 
I were not certain, that | beſtow a try friend upon you, 
I] ſhould not be ſo forward, to be the inſtrument of che uv 
friendſhip, which I propoſe you; if any eyill ever come ai 
Dii in me canvertant. | am paſlionarcly, 


Balzac, 20 Auguſt, 1 641. Tour, r. 


LET. XXI. 
SIR, | 


— and yet you muſt know, that & 
my grief, I Rave been guilty of an infedetiry, ( 
1 


verbe tne eiue & elegantifſtme C opellene) for 
with you perry ve ir io it 


2 24 ragte w 


| another hre chen yours; 

Letter I writ to Mon ſieur Menege , which is full of 

Be plcaſed to tell him, that I heve anſwer & Rm n 

yulgar language, for the ſame reaſon thar Stetias , be 
of Lucan, durſt not venture to do it in heroick 
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ti anberit bebere reveren- 
quod ; Hrzamerres mtu; thei. 1 
pes 
44 Va ia! by _ 
* euſtome, more out of cuprichio ne. 
Since al deficous to ſee his name in my et- 
ro kis, in the Hiftories of 7aceins, and 


chidiiui 

ſgnife |; 1 beſcech you to tell him, thar 
love him fo well , chat [hes every ig gs is 

a Lerter, 1 will for his Ae 1 
t ria emporr compes fiat voti now Et] - 
| l - lam a ſworri con- 
„e the excellent perſons you ſpeak of. Were ir 
, 1 would fide with my enemies, if 1 have any 
| Aad tow can it be, old eager a 
upon your recommendation, who am y at your 
to compoſe Hytns upon the Harpuics. Lon.” 


SIX, 
Bairac, 21 Arg 1647, Tar, &c. 
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LETTER XXII. 


v1 . | 
VS. ever make the two hardeſt parts of the argument, 
and leave me onely the pains to draw out the conſc- 
nce, the thas glorious liberty flouriſh , and let us de- 
throne all Tyranny in the affairs of Philolophy.. You ſpeak 
admacab)y, that our vcaſan ought to yield obedience fo neth ing but 
= » and that Authority is « 2 which Reli boy: o_ — 
to impoſe upon the judgmen's of men. Upon theſe con ſide - 
rations, I thall take the freedome, to diſſent ſometimes from 
the Paradoxes of Zeno, to debate the opinions of Ariffotle, 
and toqueſtion the maxims of Ariftippus, eſpecially when he 
tin, to a man that underſtands it not. For the Ler- 

ter of Monkieur which | ſend you, | had ih 
ado to ative at the end of lt feemed longer to me then — 
| M 2 6* 
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Ec cleſ aſſes, the Proverbs, and the book of Wiſdem; den 
2 volume, vberein he treated of dell 
vetſe, and the properties of all Plants. Is it poſſible, thay 
man ſhould write Letters of ſupererogation , to another 
man that he knowes not: and that the ſame man ſhould ham 
an imagination, ſtrong coough to perſwade himſclf, that be 
kriowes that man, and fe he received Letters from bin, 


and the Hiſtory of the Cardinal Bentiveglio , and commune | 


cated his own with him. Without ion, this is on d 
my Antipodes , and of a contrary nature to the negligeat 
perſon, that never writes Letters when civility e 
or his affairs urge it, or even necè ſſity leems to enforce it; 
had almoſt flipt a great word, nor when Monſieut Ch 
appoints it, which is more powerfull with me, then 
it ſelf , But you ſay nothing of Monſieur PHuilier , he i 
antient Roman diſguis'd, and makes Elogies of neer n. 
ſemblance with thole of Ovid; I would gladly ſee them 8 
the end of the life of his friend, Monſieur du Pciresh, with 
all the pomp and gallantry of the Impreſſion. 1 had deb 
vered your three Italian Books to Monſieur Girard, if ie 
had taken my houſe in his paſſage, according to his prom 
Bur I hear, he was neceſſitated by his occaſions , to go an 
ther way. He will not be backward, to enjoy the bonouꝛ d 
ee company, and verific all that I have ſaid or titten d 

im, at ſeveral times. l have added five or fixVerſes to the hf 
Latin Letter, which I writ to Monficur Menard, wherein yo 
will perceive, that 1 ſpend all my gall againſt the old Coun 
of Rome, to the end | may take away all ambiguity and eq 
vocation, Scis enim iis temporibus Poẽ ta objeium eſſe, quod . 
memnoni maledixiſſet, 1 am, 

SIR, 


Bulzge 25, Aug, 1641. Tour, (fc. 


| LET. XXIII. 
"4 5 AP 


He pains which 1 endure , make my complaints pere 

_ tusll; there is nothing of the Comedian in the rela? 
on | make you of them; and there ug not a day, be 
have caule to cxclaim againſt Phyſick, which affords me 
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redrefſe. You may judge from hence, if thoſe that ſend me 
kind Letters, have teaſon to require anſwers from me in the 
ſame ftrain ; and it the complement which I ſent you, far ghe 
t is not more then he ought to ca pect, conki- 
Lange quality; and my diſtempetrs. But if he be diſtaſted 
it, the repoſe and "lence 1 ſhall enjoy, will comfort me, 
Che lollc » x r3lkative and ambitious fricodihip. Never · 


| thelefſe, 1 will not yer condemn him; and irs poſlible, he 


may become one of your converts, tor there is ſcarce any that 
approaches you, but is mac an honeſter man by it, 1 am ob- 
Lged to Mon icur the Counſellout of Tele, for his Latin 
traduction. Vou may be aſſured by that, of the richne ſle of 

Ver le, ſince he returns you nothing but gold for _— 
and four words for one, I never heard beforc of that lear 
Dutch Lady, and I confcfle, I am ſurpriſed with her Epi- 

+ There is in it both ſenſe and Latin, and the Roman 
N could not have made a better, upon the cquiracall 
tranſlation of Area. As for her Hebrew, I humbly kiſſe her 
hands. Bur is it alſo true, that Madam— — r under - 
takes to play the Rabbin, and that ſhe ſtudies the Talmud 
inſtead of ſaying her Oraiſons? Truly this is excellent, an 
ſhe will — over the Ita lian nd Spaniſh of other Lay 
dies. The Hiſtory of Monſieur Gretius will be handlome un- 
queſtionahly, and his Politicks cannot be bad. I have ſeen a 
book of his compoſing , de Antiquitete Aeip. Batevice , after 
which 1 held him capable of all things. I am, 


SIR, 
Bake, 30 Aug. 1641. Your, Ce. 


LETTE R XXIV. 
SIR, | 


Ou receive this from the Monſieur Girard, hom I 6 
often promiſcd you. and who came on purpoſe to Bayes 

to have his paſport , being not willing, as he ſaid, to preſent 
hunſelf before you, without one of my Letters. I will not 
here repeat his, becauſe 1 do not diſtruſt your memory not 
tell yoy any thing new ef him, having leſt him in perfect 
health, the laſt time I ſaw him. Iwill onely tell you, chat 
he ſeemes to me deſerying of your friendſhip, and wo 
M 3 this 
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this cranſaRjon, I give you not much leſſe then I demand d 
yao. cores ſo rare, that ſomerime? it is difficuk wy 
find half a one in a whole Nation. | ſee a great deal of cap 

ericy and po lircnefie on every fide , bur I can farce @ 
cortt any ftrengrh or folidity. — this per. 
Gn is no rough Diemond , he has been cut with Þ mud 
art, and by the hands of ſo ** Maſter, who Jooks 2 
him , as one of his principall picees of woikmanſhip , thu 
you cannot but ts the faſhion well worthy af the 
matter, If you had not belicy'd me upon my word, I c 
hare produc'd you ſcverall uu witneſſes, and alledy 
Sr Augpuſiine, Aviſtete, and the Count Ban heter; thath, 
the valgar tongue, Monficur de Lyfeax, Mone ur Silbes, 8 
Morrfieur de re. After all this, approbation 5s ti 
rz. without which, the depoſition of a Father of tht 
church, the forrraign reaſon of the Lycram; and the er 
tream deficacy of the Court, are not ſuſficient confirmation 
of an honeſt man. Ii dear brother is my daily comfarte, 
ard I cannot exprefic to you the advantage that I receive, 
from iris ingenious amiry. I am, 


0 | 
aver, 6 Septemb. 1641. Tour, Cc. ; 


4 


LET. XXV. 
SIR, 


M Ay believe, that my melancholly is propheticall, add 


that my Grace ſpeaks Greek ; that my praiſes mate 


the iron tace of the Epicure Colotes bluth , and that my Ler- 
te rs icccived the applauſes of a company, that aficmbls 
twice & day, to hiffe at all the reſt of France > Since you hay 
lplcemnly affirm'd it, there is no room for incredulity; on 
dare not ſuſpe& the leaſt part of untruth, where your a> 
Git is concer d. Yur rheſe — things pleaſe me no 

then you approve them, lr is certain, they had theis bi 
in pain and ſorrow, amongſt complainrs and fad faces. lt 


that miſerable condition. from which I am but ſeldom h 


3 do nor fail of comfort, as often as 1 contemplate Ivey 
and think of your affe&ion, and that of Mongeur Ge Hae: 
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Be pleaſed to aſlure him, Sir, of the vehemency and con- 
fhocy of my paflion, and that I efteen; him in ajl I avgua- 
that he ſpeaks, and that my notc-boyks are full of the 
lent things, which he has told me. | muſt acknowledge, 
that the thanks you intend to render in perſon, o Monſieur 
9 is a favour ſuitable to your goodnific , which 
bk fo indyftrious, in ſccking new waics and mann 18 
to oblige me. I ſhall make good ny cugagement , 
— not ſcruple it. But 1 muſt crave your affiſlance, 
render the volume more uniform, and the return of ſome 
of my Letters in your hands, which may be communicate d 
w the publick, without profaning our myſteries. As | appie- 
you ought to content the paſſion of Monſieur the Am- 
| our, who deſires your Pucel/e , roo violently tn be le- 
fuſed ; ſhe will not be in danger of her honour, with fo ver- 
mom a perſon; and what means have you to refift that, fur- 
tim, dam, precario, dummodo potiar. I am etcrnally, 


SIR, 
Id tec, 15 Scpremb. 1641, Tour, c. 


LETT ER KXYEL 
SIR 


* . 
Am much obliged to you for thoſe things , for which, ac- 
cording to your cuſtome, you make excuſes. Aſtet an en- 
tertainment, that might befit Anthony and Cleopatra, you ale 
aſhamed of your geod cheer. As tof me, it gave infiice con- 
tentment; and could 1 do it honeſt:y, and without incivili- 


ty; I would conjure you "Ape perſecute and annoy me al- 


wiies in thac manner, 7 royalty of reaſon co Id no be 
more ſtoutly maintained, againſt the uſurpation of zutho- 
firg. And not withſtand ng your eadcavour, to hide and re- 


3 power and vigour of yqur eloquence , yet there 
breaks from you ſuch —— and evidences ot it , as did «f 


routafe and manhood from Achilles, when diſguis'd in the 
kubit of yirgin. Thus we repay the cenſurcs , which the 

pale upon us; and neither /h eſpe of nun ber, nor 
che continue d ſeries of Ages, nor the good fortune of Seats 


and Schooles, arc able ro miſguide us in out ſentence, Thar 


Which you ſay of the ſoveraignty of Reaſon, and the feat of ber 
| M 4 Em. 


. 
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Empire, of ber dreſſes and attendents, and the Grotto whither fu 
retires, c. What is all this, Sir, bur co proclaimg truth 

nificently , and to attire your Queen with 2d 
— old. Bur to paſſe from the Throne of this Queen, 
to her iot of Triumph; that is, from your Proſe to you 
Verſe, wherein your Virgin tranſcends the ſplendour and 
lory , of all conquerours of the other ſex, and is no leit 
Feholding your pen, than her own Sword. In requinll 
of your French, Il have ſent you ſeme Latin numbers, which 
your Letter told me you defired ; bur inftcad of fix Verſe, 
which | formerly mentioned, you may perceive them mul- 
tiplyed to thirty. Perhaps they will pleaſe ſuch as know the 
Court of Rome, as you do, and have ſcen the ambitious po- 
verry of its Courtiers , where there is choice of Cavaliersd 
fre or (ix forty for attendants , at the rate of a Julio a pc 
by the day; with which miſerable pittance, they quiet their 
eager appetites. But, as | conjecture, that which will leaf 
ale you, is my Bacchus Leborans , who does no 
remember that he was once a conquer our, and the three 
goddefles that accompany him. One, half - learn'd, and tha 
never heard, but of Priqpus, or at moſt of Vernumaw, 
will haply wonder to ſee Venus in the place, that he think 
* belongs to them; but not you, Sir, who have ſhown ae, 
Hertss aim tutei a Veneris aſic aiot, I lauto & Plinis teftibu:h 
memini ſli etiam illad Nevii. 


Coquus edit Veptunum of Venerem & Cere tem. 


Piſces nemye, olera, & penem. | forbear to ſpeak any thing d 
Neptune, becauſe we are more then twenty leagues diſtant 
from the Sea. The tongue of du Monftier has aleady di 
charg'd all irs venome againſt me, and he has nothing nov 
to do, but to enjoy the fruits of his old malice. But youre 

» Sir , the place that de ſignes him; for me- thinial 
ſpeak innocent ly, that the pourtrait of Phylarque was drawn, 
by the Painter of Heroes and Heroefles , — he ſiyle 
hanſelf amongſt other titles, the Painter of the King and 
Queen. If theſe words are injurious, I have no under un 
ding in quarrells or injuries. And I would ask of Seca 
himſelf, hut is calmeſſe and moderation, if this be nat 
wholly ſuch. He that term'd him heretofore an —_ 
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und his Cloſer à Shop, us'd him more rudely. Bur athe 


_ made himſelf pleaſant in appearance, with his reſenements 


of that reproach, ſo ſhall 1 do really with his deſpair. 1 am, 


SIR, 
Baleec, 10 O ob. 1641. Your, Ce. 


LETTER XXVII. 


Ou ſee, 1 do not promiſe true Diamonds, with de ſigne 

of putt ing fall upon you; and that 1 need not fear the 
threars of that ſenrence, fo often thundred out by Pema 
Udens, in the Chair of Boscour; 


Nuadlem commendes etiam ane etiam aſpict, ne mo 
 Incutiant aliens t1hi pe ccata pudorem. 


Nevenheleſſc, Sir, I muſt aſſure you, that the glory of my 
is not ſo dear to me, asthat of my friend; 

that l affect Monſieur Girard more then you believe, 
upon his on peculiar merit, rather then the recommenda- 
tion of others. He is a perſon of extraordinary value, and 
you will underſtand him further |, in the progrefle of your 
commerce, But 1 am glad of the happy meeting of Monheur 
” Hwilier, in that firſt conference , whole name rejoyces me, 
in what place ſoever of your Letters 1 meer it. As for the 
I , 1 will believe, that he ſpoke to you in carneſt , 
ad without fiction; and therefore you may pleaſe to tell 
him, that he fhal be more then once in the Volumegtharl am 
2 2 for Monſicur Menage; He (hall Iikewiſe 
ca room in my Latin, and in my Diſcourſes: And if he 
loves me onely for putting him in print, I think this will 
be to ſat iaie his vanity , = y by conſequence to re- 
double his affection. 1 could wiſh alſo,that you would do me 
the favour to certiße Mefſicurs de Maire, with the — of ſome 
kinde of Trunk, ( for I dare not requeſt this trouble ſo fre- 
quently) that I honour arid eſtoem them infinitely. They are 
rſons that have given me high teſtimonies of their friend- 

» and from 490 I have ieccived a thouſand —_— 
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| 
A breve and generous werte maker them hae, 
Above all other faults, to be ingrate. 


He, of rhe two brothers that is ſtyled che Cavalier Ki 
Poet, und underſtands Latin, in the ſubtlety and 
af it. I remember the ingenious obſervations he made, 
on many paſſages inthe Peers, which ! had never 
der d. I importune you, Sir, to love , not a little, g 
mild natures do , bur riokntly „ and with all * 


e SIR, 

ate, 20 ORob. 1641. Your, Oe. 
LET. XXVIII. 

SIA, 


Y the laſt Poft, I received the diſcourſe and the Verly, 
yon were pleaſed to lend me; | have a great ob 

to you for them, bat yet ater, for four lines | read 
Lerter, chen for 211 beſides in the Packer, You wat 


combar hereupon, berweey your 1 
— Sire infni Tc 


Jr eng 
they thould not be true; 

5 affect me very ſenſſbly, ex bo being mol you, the 
am ently comforted r all my afflitions , . 
preference that you give me above all the world, int 4. 

ry of your friendſhip. That which the famous Dr 
_— freed me from my jealouſie and unquier; 1. 
ingenions to preſage ill, and ever cont lud 
——— worſt eee apprehend ſomerh ing more & 
e eume. | wa yoo our friend was 
N ge then he omiſed; or, if you pleaſe, 
oak — 1m J chat Me . 
to finde Menender the writer of Co 


3 I mean a his dearh, for God forbid that! 
Ghouls albgne kim the ſame place of reſidence in the _ 
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lde. The ninteenth of this month is paſt , and four daie +» 
would have brought him from his own houle to Balcec 
This is a cauſe of nc. trouble , unleſſe he come ſpeedily, ot 
wake me underſtana the 1ealon of hy delay, The inclemen- 
of the ſeaſon is an excuſe too allowable to detain him. 

| paſhonately defire to les him, yet I know 

got, if 1 ought to wiſh a per ſon ſp dear to me, expos'd unto 
all the in jut ies of an intempe rate aice , and that at the age 
ol necr fixty yeers : he ſhould ſle gh the menaces of the god 
Ferewig'd with loycles, & Winter with his ratling beard, which 
woche; Poet calls, The god of dld age. My Statianer lately 
ſent me a Treatiſe of Morſuur de Prieſer, wherein 1 have 
odſerved a great number of rarities, Whace ver he delivers of 


" his own invention, is alwaics god; and he appropriates fo 


handſomely , that which be borrowes trom gatiquity, chat it 
is hard to if; ifh the forrain o the native. Nis yle 
bs otherwiſe noble , and he has nothing of the bardarity of 
aur Provinces. But beſides all this, is muſt be conſe ſ d, 
that he improves his art to admication , and that as oftce 
a3 he has occaſion to uſe the Civill Law , he docs is ip ſuch 
manner, that the moſt dry and thorny pieces , become 
rihing and glorious in his bands, end vr even read 
him with t. qui wiuptetis tan ch legunt, and have 
ro 2 but Romances, As ſoon as you meet him, 1 

| you aſſure him of my humble ſarvice; and awore- 
over , it you plepſc, that my e ſicem and my aten are 
wp lpormo chings | and tis not for love of him, that 1 
commend the Book of his that was ſent me. 1 ſhould be glad 
to ſee the orator iall Praſe, of Monſieur de St. Bleancet ; be 
has both wit and confulcace, and þ c, imitg#ions tentun 


SIR, | 
Baltcc, 29 Novenb. 1641. Tur, Cc. 


deccat. I am, 


LET. 


the Us 
Mile Males, are * 


A breve end grnevent verme maker them bae 
Abeve all other faults, to be inge. 


He , ofthe rwo brothers chat is fiyſed rhe Cavalier 7 
Poet, und underſtands Latin, in the ſubtlety and 

af ic. I remember the ingenious obſervations he made, 
on many paſſages in the Peers, which! had never 
der d. I mmportune you, Sir, to love, not a line, g 
mild natures do , bur violently , and with all you 


Haha | SIR 
Bdye, 10 Odo. 1647. mw, Ov. 


LET. XXVIII. 
SIR, 


n ee re 
were to — _ 
CE en na 
Letter, chen for Aub. — Packer, You 
Fropulom, & terring i come jo ny hands, and there ww 
4 great combarhereupon, between wut inclination, 11 


x N 
eee 
re unto 
Pad ir e conferred tor all my 2Miiong , * 


preference ung you 9 all che world, ni 

ur” Sol goed por That which the famous Dr 
- dun freed me from my jealouſie and 8 75 
togenions to prefoge lt, and ever Lr 


ch 1094 
See il e 


fled: or, if you 

— — 
ly: gr rr 
| mean in ory of tis death, for God forbid that! 


ould afbgae him the ſune place of refidence in the ot 
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lie. The ninteemh of this month is paſt , and four dae 
would have brought him from his own houle to Baltee 
This is a cauſe of n; w trouble , unlefle he come ſpeedily, of 
wake me underſtana the 1eafon of hy delay, The inc leme n- 
y of the ſeaſon u an excuſe too allowable to detgin him, 
y though | paſlionately defire to leg him, yet I kncw 
got, if 1 ought to with 8 pe: ſon ſo dear to me, expos'd unto 
all the in jut cs of an intempe rate aue, and ther at the age 
o ner fixty yeers ; he ſhould ſie hi the menaces of the god 
tetris I withlocder,& Winter with his tet ling beard, which 
tothe? Port calls, The ged of old age, My Statianer lately 
ſence me a Treatiſe of Monſieur de Prieſsr, wherein 1 have 
odſerved i great number of rarities, Whatever he delivers of 
his own invention, is alwaics good; and he appropriates bo 


Nr chat rr «har it 
is hard to diſtinguiſh the forrain f.om the native, Mis ile 
in atberwile and he has nothing of tbe barbarity of 
. ut beſides all this, us muſt be cone d, 

> of improves his art te admication , and that as often 
as he has occaſion to uſe the Civill Law , he docs in is ſuch 
manner, that the moſt dry and thorny pieces , become flou- 
rihing and glorious in hs hands, and that even * 
him wich t, Mi Wiuptaris Lenin cond legunt, have 
28 but Romances, As ſoon 28 you meer hun, 1 
you aſſure him of my humble ſarvice; and wore- 

over , if you plepſc, that my e ſlcm and my n are 
two ſeparate thi z; and tis not for love of him, that | 
commend the Book of his that was ſens me, 1 fhould be glad 
ta ſee the arater iall Proſe, of Monheur de St, Blencet ; be 
has boch wit and coafulcace, and þ c,, ii ta 
peccat, | am, | | 
SIR, 


Rte, 29 Noven.b. 1641. Jun, Or, 


LET. 
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SIR, 
you never make any excurſions, — * perform the mal 
graceful & exact courſes in the world;or,to ſpeak bet 
your own figure, you never preach , without the | 
cdification of your auditors, Non te tantum af rpc 
(icis, verum omnia perſuades , neque uſſuam d te niff meh 
5 


doſliar, Cc. If Tetila were here, I would proceed 
and aſter my faſhion, examine your reaſon, and all the 
reaſons that counterfeir and at ir. Bur with fortune for 
ou and your reaſon, I employ my own bad hand, whichz 
= weary of my ſervice, You are, Sir, to me, not onehj h 
the place of 4 rand Mecenss, bur alſo of Agri 
ins Pollio , Meals Corvinur , and all the reſt of 
CS learned Court. Therefore if you approve my com 
firions , that approbation alone does Crown me; and 
Fall ſay to you, as to one of thoſe great ones „ Qudje 
£ etiis vetibur inſeres, Sublimi feriam ſydera vertice. Quan 
w & Latiis tactamrnepti ſunt populares noflyi? And how 
leſſe are the ſuſpicions of when he is j dC 
your enterpriſes , and imagines himlelf worthy of your + 


. 1 have no remembrance of the Leſter, out of which} 


occaſion of ſuch regret, Bur this is an affair of gre 
importance, both in reſpe& of himſelf, and his An ot 
There are more opinionated fools , in the little be 
figes theſe diſcoverers of plots and defignes, Neyertheleſt 
ſinoe we arc obliged to give every one as much ſatisfactha, 
28 we arc able; if, 1 ſay, the people talk ſo, or the report 
inſtcad of ſpeaking affirmarively , you may believe it a 
ſic ent qualifying , to ſatis fie the ſuſpitious, For, as 5 
know, the greateſt part of reports are not free from 
fhod, and many things are told me every day, that art 
not true. 1 am, 


SIX, 
ate, 3 4 No vemb. 1641; | Tour, &c. 
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LETTER XXX. | 
M. friendihip is ever inconſiderable, and although it 
table 


were not troublelome , yet it is ſo barren and unprofi- 
„chat it cannot be e ſteemed of any value, Lut by one 
that is wholly diſ-intcrefled from it. But as for yours, how 
inhnitely precious is it | I dare not engage my (elf into a 
— 4 vaſt and ſpatious; and n ſuffices me to tell you , 
as | am vont, that it is the onely joy of my lite, and all the 
delight of my foul. So that although l move not out ef my 
own juriſdiftion, and am forc'd to del berate concerning 
the journcy of a lcague, I ſhall become man enough, to 
creep as far as Paris, for the onely deſire J have to ice you 
where 1 will appear on a ſuddain in your chamber, ar 
break out of the cloud with theſe words, Coram quem diligit 
alſam, with a de ſgne 100 of continuing ſome time with you; 
but abſolute ly incegnito , and without diſcovering my ſelt 
to any other whatſocver. Then it (hall be, that we will ſur- 
vey all the graces and beauties of the Virgin, to dur wiſh 
and | wil give him cauſe that ſhal write your life, to infor m 
poſterity, that a poorParal yrick went from the River of Cha- 
rents, on purpoſe to hear the melody of the Swan of Seine, IU 
it not true, Sir, that the Hiſtory of the Man of Calisv,is net very 
excellent? And do net you believe, that l have more eſteem 
and paſſion for you, then he had for Ly. He that I rerm'd 
the vertuous man, appeai d ſuch to me, the day that I gave 
him that title ; bur another time, 1 ſhall pony call him by 
another name, becauſe he may appear in another ſhape, vr 
I look upon him with other eyes, So it is, that will not 
warrant my courteſ.cs, or undertake to 2 any 
thing, except what | ſay of you. Non enim bic prolixus landa- 
tor, ſed ju ram : te ſi is Bairacins eft, I he divers employment 
that Monſieur Girard has for his Maſter , are without doubt 
nothing , but the jealous and treacherous perſons, of whom 
you complain, and who have detain'd him from gwinꝑ vu 
a ſccond viſit. His brother, to whom, with your conlent, I 
ſhew all your Letters, has nt fail'd ro repreſent him your 
diſcontentments, and the diffidence which you have taken 
as unjuſtly againſt your ſcltc , 2 you expieſſe it agreeably 
and with applauſe. The rigour of the weather _— me 
mn 
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from ſaying more to you st this time; for this winter kh 
me, and | am ready to chooſe my habitation in the fre, | 
. call it not onely rough and troubleſome, but cruell, une 


 cifull, Scythan, Swtdith, and — wn If conti 
thus, 1 hall be conſtrained to take my leave of you, till the 
mid ſpring of the next year. I em polflencecty, 

SIR, | 
ga, 24 Decemb. 1641. Teur, (ye. | 


The End of the Sixth Book. 
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